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CAP YIE 





U.S. Film Stars the Best Good Will 


Ambassadors, Say Latin Americans 





Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Film star shuttle service between 
Hollywood and South America, at 
least partially at the expense of the 
United States government, is in 
prospect starting this spring. It will 
be the result of a survey by the Nel- 
son Rockefeller committee to cement 
goodwill between the continents. 

Rockefeller group sent a question- 
naire to Latin American editors and 
public relations experts recently. It 


asked: ‘What’s the best thing we can | 


do to promote good will?’ Replies 
came back almost unanimously: ‘Send 
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Singing Doctor 


Mexico City, Feb. 18. 

Dr. Alfonso Ortiz Tirade-iocal - 
surgeon and radio tenor, used 
show business methods recently 
to perform a delicate leg opera- 
tion. Singer-surgeon kept his 
patient distracted while he op- 
erated, with phonograph records 
of the doc’s songs. 








Patient Margaret Door- 
mann, a U. S. citizen. 


Nas 
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LDS TO REFORMS 








LIVABLE CONSENT Katharine Hepburn’s Tearful Adieu 
To Philadelphia Story’ in Philly 


UNAYED BY GOVT. 


ASCAP Retains Control 
Over Collection and Dis- 





bursement — Clause One| 





Modified —- Non-Exclusive | 
Performance Rights Called) 


Similar to 1914-1921 Ar- 


rangement 


BMI CAN’T: RAID 


N. Y.’s lieut. governor, brought bac 


| 





ASCAP Fined $24,000 


Washington, Feb. 18. 

As part of the ASCAP settle- 
ment with the Government, the 
Society was fined $5,000, and 
each director-member  repre- 
senting a music firm another 
$1,000 each. There are 19 such 
firms thus represented by board 
reps, bringing the fine to an- 
other $19,000, or $24,000 in all. 
This is separate and apart from 
the consent-decree terms work- 








Philadelphia, Feh. 18. 
Katharine Hepburn, winding up 
her coast-to-coast tour in ‘The 
Philadelphia Story’ at the Forrest 
theatre here Saturday (15) night, 


| gave the audience at the final per- 


formance an unexpected extra show. 


|In a tearful curtain speech, she told 


| people 


how the Philip Barry play had,_pro- 
vided her a comeback when ‘most 
considered me a has-been,’ 


| and said the long run in the comedy 
|had been the happiest time of her 
| life. 


Concluding her remarks, the ac- 


us U.S. film stars’ Players most in | mn ed out by Lieut. Gov. Charles tress said she never wanted the cur- 
demand, the committee learned | MATINEE LEGIT The American Society of Com-| Poletti, special counsel for | tain to be lowered on the comedy, 
through further questioning, were | posers, Authors and Publishers has| ASCAP. so she turned toward the wings and 
men, not women, made its peace with the U. S. De- | Fines are under a ruling | instructed the stage manager and 
Sub-body has accordingly been | partment of Justice. The next move} which states that ASCAP ‘con- | stagehands to leave the curtain up. 
set up to work under main ate, | RESUMES IN toward peace in the radio-music | cedes nothing or denies nothing’ Then, facing the audience again, she 
feller group in promoting tours of war must come from the broad-| as to the Government charges. | added, I just don’t want to think 
the stars south of the border. - Lab- | casters themselves. The ASCAP| It's an established legal form of — the curtain ever fell on our 
eled, The Committee on Visits to : board met all day yesterday (Tues- | pleading. [BMI wasn’t fined on | play, and I know you wont mind if 
South America, it consists of Joseph | LONDON day) to act on the amended con- its own consent decree.] | we just leave it this way. 
M. Schenck, chairman; Edward Ar- | sent decree which Charles Po- _ As the spectators applauded, she 
nold, Kenneth Thomson and Ben- | letti, special ASCAP counsel and continued, ‘Ever since we opened 
jamin Thau. | A ae k I've had my eye on some of the 


One tour has so far been définitely 





with him from Washington over the 


CHARGE REMOS 


things in this show. I hope the The- 


: % atre Guild .won’t object if I take 
arranged, another is semi-certain London, Jan. 24. weekend. Final approval by the | earasetty han : : 

’ P Tn? eg them now.’ She then walked across 
and a flock of others are being London’s contempt for the Nazi! board is expected today (Wed.). th ‘tage, picked up a large blue 
talked. In the sure class, according , blitzkrieg has received its show It will take from a week to 10 vias, 4 A mrs _ de : 

i eA : rae wa fa vase and a pair of andirons and, still 
(Continued on page 21) business emphasis of late in the days for the decree to become an | crying slightly walked offstage As 
. . | legitimate theatre’s return, for mat- | official document. The Government | ae ee Sigh aire 
iain aa tata sehen ‘onl tn the West tnd after .< tt ‘th the busi many in the audience remained to 
1e€s ‘y, to the >S na alte! 1ust first go through with the busi- ' 
J § 5 . ios decicnintsh Wainiahiie Meeks tenes a nt A wheter 5 i ‘| watch the stagehands begin carry- 
~ qarKene¢ OOL mits tnese né acc ng ; act S agaln:s j 
5 " trippers otta am S B < * oe ‘7 tien of thes : ness of hiing hee — sult aga a | ing out the furniture and taking 
nontns. ‘Sa qaicatio e en- 10 4 anc . bts ie = “Ol 
> ; i t ae ee iinaied tie te Eng ASCAP and then } , pra ° ye eAls down the sets, several hundred Penn 
| tire spirit as manifeste yr thi ng- der annrov cree . | 
When Latin Fervor Gets 1) . . | . order approving ‘the Ceeres _ | students, present in a body, sang 
| Jism people. 24 (Continued on page 37) antiinisiea Auld Lang Syne.’ 
Heretofore, ever since the Nazis | | It had been evident even before 


Too Hot in Mexico City 





unleashed their smashing attack last 
the West End has had little 


EARL CARROLL THROUGH 


Passenger representatives and 
ticket agents of the Alton R. R. of 


the curtain rose on the first act that 


spring, ; the final performance would be a 
: ste ‘ie a ; Ac the Baltimore & Ohio railroad have | - ' 4 
Mexico City, Feb. 18. legit, and what little it has had was | = a ee et * | memarehin ene Saturday marked 
, ; ° A short-lived or ecurfewed due to the | ’ 6 ?| in © past ween received & warn- he end f the fraternit sb 

Latin temperament, known for its fré W.GB head of tt the end 0o e fraternity rushing 

fervor, asserted itself at an Amer-| 2¢fense_ precautions against bomb- | ing trom uw. Brown, head OF the | ceason at U. of Pennsylvania and, 

ican burlesque Pres Big Tage F vic ce ings. As a result, the provincial | a oe passenger traffic department, re-| 1.4. to tradition many old and 
theatres, with the London. stars garding an attempt by a vaudeville 


hinterland a few days ago when the 


strippers were forced by  over- 


aglie Here with his ‘Vanities,” which | its rightful fares. The report from | ~ 
enthusiastic patrons to flee to their 7 = ov umped directly from Los Angeles to | Brown follows: * 
dressing rooms and barricade them- CLARE BOOTHE MAY } Minneapolis on a special train, Earl ‘For your information we are Foresee Future ASCAP tg. 
selves until the cops arrived Ex- | Carroll declared he’s through with! quoting below information received ge 
citement occurred at a midnight 3roadway ‘forever’ and will devote | regarding transportation being ob- Dir tor Men f Zukor ee, 
show of Barger’s Chicago Burlesque DEBUT AS ACTRESS himself henceforth exclusively to his | tained under false pretenses: rec S 0 ? “ee 
Co. at the Teatro Obrero (Workers’ theatre club in Hollywood, except for ‘There is a theatrical vaudeville T ,- 
theatre) in Saltillo, capital of the - . sending two units a year on tour to | act that has been in the habit of ob- | Schenck, Warner ype (4 
thriving central State of Coahuila, Clare Boothe may play the lead in play the vaudfilm ~ houses And taining railroad transportation with- an 
where the American troupe had been “The Yohimbe Tree,’ which she au- there'll be . eine ion’—the thing (Continued on page 51) aes 4 ne 
booked after a long engagement in thored in collaboration with Alexan- “gp “ao ideal one aii as +} ne be, In line with the Department of ba: 
Mexico City. ni der King, editor of Stage mag (just saietinhe a e. he asserts Justice’s consent decree’s taboo on bE 
A stripping act, at around 2 a.m.,| folding). It would be her profes- n} op. b pa Pesta rere SONG FOR SHORT GUYS the Self-perpetuating board, with ge 
set off the heat, with most of the men Sional acting debut, although as a ‘a “~ ta te and. ‘besides. living in which proviso, incidentally, most es 


in the audience swarming onto the 





(Continued on page 41) 


girl she appeared in minor roles in 


Minneapolis, Feb. 18. 


California is s0 much more pleasant 


act to defraud, allegedly, the r.r. of 


WITH TALL SWEETIES 


(Continued on page 55) 


members are now in accord, there is 


stage. Theatre attaches and male plays at Clare Tree Major’s dramatic than in New York. Carroll points | a movement afoot to see to it that ; : 
members of the troupe tried to fight School while she was a student there. nak He didn't really enjoy life or ASCAP board members henceforth 
(Continued on page 54) Femme lead in ‘Yohimbe’ is long ore what teal Siulns ia wntii be Frankest commercial song tieup is! be men of stature. In view of the 
a ae and difficult, but she is said to be established his permanent home on Jack Mills’ publication of ‘Now You film interests, for example, —- 
Ji ° / anxious to play it. the west coast. says the producer, Can Be Taller Than Her,’ from the sented od ASCAP, there's me ESeseR 
immy Roosevelt Billed | ‘Yohimbe’ is slated to be put into | 4. 4, much of a booster for Cali- Slogan of Adler Shoes’ ‘height-lift- why a Nick Schenck, a Harry War- 
- rehearsal soon by Carly Wharton Pug Soa : ing’ products. ner or ar. Adolph Zukor isn’t on the 


Over Jukebox Film: 


oe Milwaukee, Feb. 18. 
Inside! See Hear! Jimmy Roos« 
velt's new movie machine!’ 

That's the gist of the exploitation 
Biven the jukebox films being turned 


and Martin Gabel. Direction isn’t 
set, but Robert Sinclair and Gabel 
are possibilities. Play is a drama, 
and deals with the complications that 
result from the rediscovery of a drug 
derived from the Yohimbe tree. Ray- 
mond Massey and George Coulouris 
are mentioned for the cast. 


| 
| 


fornia as any of the most enthusiastic 


native sons. 


ORE AT THE B.0. 
Oklahoma City, Feb. 18 
Four Oklahoma City theatres, the 
Plaza, Ritz, Warner and Circle ac- 
cepted iron and steel in five or more 


The Adler chain paid nothing for 


| the song hookup but ordered 1,000 
| copies of the tune from Mills. 


Maurice Costello’s 50 Years 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Half a century of show business 
was rewarded by a silver loving cup 





|} mount 


board. 

The Society’s 1940 takings of 
$7,300,900 is certainly big business, 
important enough to warrant -their 
Metro, Warners and Para- 
are important components 
through their music publishing sub- 
sidiaries. 


attention. 


out by Globe Productions, headed by Miss Boothe, who authored ‘The | pound lots as admission Satur- bestowed on Maurice Costello by 100 | Among the songwriters, the So- 
the President's son, with the billing Women,” ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ day (15). extras on the ‘Model Wife’ set at | ciety has made frequent use of the 
Stating nothing about the shows, and ‘Margin for Error,’ is the wife Trucks were stationed at the show Universal. | prestige presence of songsmiths such 
change days or prices. It’s all Jimmy | of Henry R. Luce, publisher of Time, | houses to take the iron for shipment Costello, once a star, is now an 4S Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, Cole 


Roosevelt. 


\ 


Fortune 


Life and 


}to Great Britain. 


iextra. 


(Continued on page 55) 
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15 Best Sheet 


(Week ending 


I Hear a Rhapsody 
There'll Be Some Cha 
High on a Windy Hill. 
Frenes se 

It All| Comes Back ‘to Me 
eo rer er rere 
Tonight (Perfidia) 
I Give You My 
Let's Dream This One Out. 
May I Never Love Again.... 
America I Love You 
Number 10 Lullabye Lane....... 


nges Made 


God Bless Americas. ...ccioccccse. 
My Darling Daughter........ 
*Down Argentina Way (‘Down Argentine Way’).. 


Yes, 


———= 


* Filmusical. 


or 


ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Music Sellers 


Feb. 15, 1941) 





er ee 


ee 


ceo ee oeeeeeeee C88 CHEE 














Hearst Opens Blast 
Citizen Kane’ 


+: 


William Randolph Hearst got his } 


first real opportunity last week since 
his burn at RKO to show how he |} 
feels about the company—and stuck | 
the knife in deep. Both the studio 
and George J. Schaefer, its president, 
were lambasted mercilessly on front 
pages of Hearst papers from coast to 
coast. The news peg was a remote 
suit against Schaefer and RKO that 
even the trade papers relegated to 
inside pages. 

Meantime, Orson Welles’ ‘Citizen 
Kane,’ which it is said Hearst al- 
leges too closely resembles his own 
life and is the cause of the pub- 
lisher’s ire at RKO, is getting close 
to its release date and still no en- 
gagements have been set for it. RKO | 
maintains that the possibility the film | 
will be roadshown is delaying the | 
opening, but it is known that lawyers 
have been busy and there’s dissen- 
sion within the company on the 
course to be taken. Hearst has al- 
legedly demanded that the film be 
shelved. 


Suit that caused the fireworks in 
the Heart dailies ended with a $7,000 
decision against RKO, won by Joseph 
N. Ermolieff in Los Angeles court. 
Ermolieff is a Europen producer who 

(Continued on page 18) 


MRS. EMLYN WILLIAMS 
REMAINING IN U.S. 


Mrs. Mollie Williams, wife of play- 
wright-actor Emlyn Williams, is re- 
maining in the U. S. indefinitely 
with their two children. She had 
planned to return to England after 
arranging with Herman Shumlin for 
the production of her husband’s ‘The 
Corn Is Green,’ at the National, N. Y. 
But Williams, currently touring the 
English provinces in his new play, 
*‘He Was Born Gay,’ persuaded her to 
stay in the U. S., at least until after 
the expected Nazi invasion attempt 
this spring. 








She and the children are making 
their home at Robert Montgomery's 
estate at Brewster, N. Y. 


New Orieans All Set 
For Record Mardi Gras 


New Orleans, Feb. 18. 

Hotel reservations are at a premium 
as thousands of visitors from all over 
America have started converging on 
this historic city to take part in 
what shapes up as being the biggest 
and best Mardi Gras ever held here. 
The city has already primped up for 
the big day, next Tuesday (25), and 








is now making her annual salaam to 
Jupiter Pluvius, asking him to lay 
off. 


Transportation officials here say 
the present season—despite the draft 
jitters—will set a record. Many spe- 
cial trains, chartered buses and 
planes will bring thousands to sample 
New Orleans’ recipe for forgetting 
care. 

The city’s season of seasons, that 
makes it a place apart from other 
American cities, has of course been 
in progress since early January, but 
the main dish is still to be served. 

A new street pageant will make | 
its bow this year, the Krewe of 
Venus, a woman’s” organization, 
marking the first time in Mardi Gras 
history of 114 years that a women’s 
group has turned out with a street 
parade. Group will parade Sunday 
afternoon, Feb. 23. | 


| contributed 





on RKO-Schaefer: 
Release Still Indef 





Sam Scribner Ill 


Sam Scribner, former showman, | 
has been in the Lawrence hospital, 
Bronxville, N. Y., for the past week. 
Veteran, who is 83, was reported ill 
with grippe, but the hospital de- 
clined to verify the ailment. | 

He is treasurer of the Actors | 
Fund, where it was stated his con- 
ditiog is favorable, and chairman of 
Theatre Authority. 


FDR Birthday Ball 
Spokesman Denies 


Actors ‘Pushed Around’ 


Washington, Feb. 13. 
Editor VARIETY: 

Because Hollywood stars have 
so generously to the} 
success of the Washington Birthday | 
Ball Celebrations, and because 
others who are eager to come in the 
future may get the wrong impres- 
sion, may I challenge Variety’s page 
one story of Feb. 12, to the effect 














| here by 


that the guests contributed by the | 


motion picture industry were 
‘pushed around,’ or given unhospit- 
able treatment. 

Contrary to the vague charge of 
Mr. Alan Corelli, that those who 
made many personnal appearances 
were denied White House luncheon 
invitations, and the opportunity to 
participate in other activities, 


gram, and this included, of course, 

presence at Mrs. Rooseelt’s lunch- 

eon in. the afternoon, and at the 
(Continued on pz ge 55) 





Jackie Gleason, M.C., 
To Make Film for WB 


Jackie Gleason, via agent Harry 
Bestry, and Jack Warner finally 
came to terms on money, etc., and 
the nitery m.c., who closed last week 
at Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y., reports for 
a WB picture in May. He’s first 
stopping off at the Royal, Detroit 
club, breaking the jump west that 
way. 

Warner saw Gleason some months 
ago when he was at Jack White’s 
Club 18, before the L&E engagement. 
nd wanted him for a filmusical, but 
the money question was the major 
hurdle. 


FUSSY WOC WOOLLCOTT 


Advertises for Philly Apt., but Own- 
ers Must Scram Town 





Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 
Alexander Woollcott, who opens 
here in the lead of ‘Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ on March 10, last week 
advertised in the Evening Bulletin 
for an apartment for the three weeks 

the show plays here. The ad read: 
‘Wanted—-A Philadelphia family 
living in an apartment or house with 
at least four bedrooms, who, for a 
reasonable financial consideration, | 
will be willing to depart for Ber- | 
muda or somewhere on March 9th 


; and stay away for three weeks, sub- 


letting their quarters, staff and all. 
The prospective tenant guarantees to | 


| be house broken. All answers should | 
| be addressed to A. Woollcott, Bul- | 
| 


letin J-334,’ 

Woollcott is a native of Philadel- | 
phia. His niece, Joan Woollcott, is | 
a reporter on the Bulletin. 


the | 
facts are that all stars were included | 
in every official event on the pro- | 


| Ame 





RUBINOFF 


AND HIS VIOLIN 


on Personal Appearance Tour 

until May 15th. Dates in 125 cities. 
Management: 

PHIL RUBINOFF . 

Paramount Bldg. New York City 








Music to Suit 
Audience Mood 


For Fantasia’ 


-—_——_—_—_ 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Recording of three musical num- 


showings of the cartoon 
well under way, has been 
Leopold Stokowski. Num- 
bers will be switched and varied, 
under present plan, to provide eve- 


opus are 
started 





| 


| again, 
| the killings in Warner Bros, pictures. 
Romo Vincent has been booked into a local cafe 








—____., 
POtooos 


{THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 


POF eere? 





PHP EFOH+eseeeesy 
Miami Beach, Feb. 18. 


I wouldn't say {t's been cold here BUT—when I had breakfast by the 


Roney pool the other afternoon they placed a smudge-pot on the t; 


keep the orange juice from freezing. 


The weather hasn't affected swimming, however. 


ible to 


All you do is wear a 


ski outfit under your bathing suit and you're perfectly comfortable. 

Business has been so good at the Royal Palm that Art Childers is con. 
sidering the installation of oil heaters at each table. 

At Hialeah the other day I was mixed up in a very affectionate race, 
The horse hugged the rail, the jockey had his hands around the horse’g 
neck and I kissed my money goodbye. 

Met a girl at the Beachcomber who..makes her living as a professional 


busy-body. She’s a rhumba dancer. 


Bought a new suit but had to stop wearing it. 


up to me to place bets. 


Too many people came 


Broadway Dept. 
‘Boudoir’ was proclaimed by the critics as ‘the worst play of the sea. 


| son,’ and then lost the title when ‘Popsy’ 
are both 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 


John Garfield and Paul Muni 
and with Boris Karloff in 


Miami Flash: 


| ties are praying for low tide 


The appointment of Buddy DeSylva to the executive producer’ 
Paramount is prebably a plot on the part of Broadway produce: 
had to get him out of town so somebody 


musical. 


| All day 


| 


| 
| 


| bers to be incorporated in Walt Dis- | 
| ney’s ‘Fantasia’ after the initial road- 


nings of light concerts or more dra- | 


matic compositions to suit all types 
of music lovers, and incidentally to 
bring repeat customers to the box- 
office. 


/ 
| 


' 


Selections to hit the sound tracks | 
under the Stokowski baton are | 
‘Peter and the Wolf,’ by Proko- 


fiev; ‘Flight 
Rimsky-Kors 
Tuonela,’ by Sibelius. 
Stokowski has 
and animation is 
through on ‘Clair de Lune,’ by De- 
bussy, which is also planned for 
insertion in the original picture. 


BRITISH WAR RELIEF 
BENEFIT IN N.Y. SRO 


Indicated that the 
Britain,’ benefit show at 
Hall, Radio City, Friday (21) at mid- 
night, will be over capacity. Over 
the weekend the advised the 
rican Theatre Wing of the Brit- 
ish War Relief that no more tickets 
were on hand except front locations, 
priced at $10. 

Later it was 
ets at any price were 
the committee was in a quandary 
about accommodating well-knowns 
who wished to attend the name bill, 


of the Bumble Bee,’ by 
akov, and ‘Swan of 


completed 
about two-thirds 


‘Carnival for 
the Music 


theatre 


that no tick- 
available and 


stated 


which will include a London, New 
York and Hollywood broadcast. 
Trailers at the 5.960-seat Music Hall 


and other theatres were eliminated. 


BIBERMAN’S ADOPTION 
Wis., Feb. 18. 





Madison, 

Prof. Hans T 
city has announced the 
a six-week old 
actress-daughter, 


daughter by 
Gale Sondergaard, 


and her _playwright-director-hus- 
band, Herbert Biberman, of Holly- 
wood. 


Miss Sondergaard and her husband 
visited Madison during January and 
selected the child from a midwest 
foundling home. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Wendy Barrie 
Jack Cohn 
Peter Cushing 
Lynn Farnol 
Gene Fowler. 
Vill Fowler. 
Miriam Hopkins 
Walter Huston. 
Oscar Levant. 
Vincente Minelli. 
Jack Moss. 
Abe Schneider 
Nicholas M. Schenck. 
Robert C. Sherwood 
Herbert Stothart 
Rocco Vocco 





music | 


| 


| 


| acterization. 


Vinton Freedley’s secretary has an adding machine 
‘Brother, 


long he keeps saying, 


opened two nights later. 
slated to do Broadway plays 
who's left to do 


Authorie 


s post at 
They 
else could produce a successful 
tattooed on h 
you can count on me.’ 


is chest, 


Holly woodiana 
One of Crosby’s horses finished in the money the other day and the first 


thing Bing did was to wire Ripley. 


Got a name for those cowboy pictures the quickie studios turn out ina 


week. 


Oughta call them ‘thud and blunder’ 


films. 


Can't seem to get out of my ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome’ gangster char- 


Every time I go into a post office, I look to see if there’s a 


poster with a reward offered for me. 
The $285,000 paid for the screen rights to ‘Lady in the Dark’ is a new 


high. 


If it keeps up, the producer of a successful Broadway play in the 


future will just buy a film studio to match. 


One Hollywood studio 
Probably couldn't get 


Olsen and Johnson will make 


decided to 
a Berlin theatre for the premiere. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ for Universal. 
picture is released, theatres will need screens all over the house 


make no more anti-Nazi pictures, 
When the 


else how 


will they show people running up and down the aisles? 
Music Dept. 
Do you think BMI songs will bring back Bicycle Cops? 


Abe Lyman threatened to fire one of his musicians the other day. 


The 


musiker kept biting the-hand that leads him. 


‘Jeanie 
other song did. 
country. 


‘Jeanie’ 


with the Light Brown Hair’ 
is in the joke files of every comedian in 


accomplished something that no 
the 


Radio Dept. 


Burns and Alien are now 
parents, Block and Sully. 

John 
hangover 


and Bob Hawk a few questions. 


Barrymore always sounds as 
for his Thursday night radio bouts with Rudy Va 
Some day I’m going to buy radio time to ask Professor Quiz, Dr. 


in New York where they are visiting their 


don’t-give-a- 
, 
llee. 


if he has an awful 


I, Q. 


Hangnail Descriptions 


Greta Garbo: The lady who lived 
ever. Lucille Ball: A Desi dame. 
Odds-on favorite. 


Bette Davis: 
Katherine Hepburn: 


F. D. Roosevelt: 
Cry Baby Cry. 
Revenge with talent. 


Only for- 
Bob Hope: 


in a shoe. 


Observation Dept. 


Chorus girls at a Miami night spot do a strip dance with tiny 


airplanes, 


| The customers are there to see them take off nightly. 
Since Hitler, France has stopped the export of all raw material: except 

postcards, of course. 
A fellow here considers himself successful because he borrows more 

money in a week than most people make in a year, 

Had to hae a dozen new shirts. Judging by my old ones, I'd say that the 

Japanese have been bombing my Chinese laundryman. 
Eavesdropped at The Paddock, ‘He repeats everything he say and eats.’ 
Eavesdropped at The Carrousel, ‘Next time you have your suit cleaned 
d pressed, send your mind with it.’ 
Eavesdropped at Club Ha! Ha!, ‘Are you in love with me or my pur- 

chasing power?’ 

It’s not true that Mrs. Bing Crosby sent a wire to the stork saying: ‘Why 

don’t you come down and she me sometime?’ 

Whatever Became of—? ? ? ? 

Burns & Jose William Seabury & Co. 

Bill & Betty Brandell J. Rosamond Johnson 

Snow, Black & Cole Frohman & Garry 

Afterpiece 

Famous Hollywood last liness ‘Who wants to make money like that? 


. Sondergaard of this | 
adoption of | 
his | 





Look at the income tax you have to pay.’ 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Howard Benedict 
Gene Buck 

R. H. Burnside 
George M. Cohan 
Jack Donahue. 
Milton Feld. 
John Fearnley. 
Ed Fishman 
Matty Fox 

Billy Grady. 
Felix Jackson, 
John Joseph, 

Dan Kelley. 

Al Lewin. 

David Loew. 
Bruce Manning. 
George Marshall. 
Joan Merrill. 
Cole Porter. 
Robert Riskin. 
Jane Seymour. 
Frank Shaw. . 
Arthur Ungar 


SAILINGS 


Feb. 20 ‘(Los Angeles to New 
York), Bill Boyd, Grace Bradley | 


(America). 
Feb. 13 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), 
Mickey Rooney, Les Paterson (Mat- 


| sonia), 


‘Rise Stevens Conspicuous 
At Carnegie Hall Event 
Emceed by Jimmy Walker 


The three-ply benefit concert at 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., last week, 
emceed by Jimmy Walker and 
batoned by Viennese composers-con- 
ductors Robert Stolz (‘Two Hearis 
in Three-Quarter Time’), Oscar 


Straus (‘Chocolate Soldier’) and 
Emmerich Kalman (‘Sari,’ ‘Maritza’), 
was also in the nature of a film 
preview for Rise Stevens. She's 
slated to sing opposite Nelson Eddy 
(Continued on page 51) 


Henie to Coast After Ice 
Show’s $76,000 in Omaha 


Omaha, Feb. 18. 
Sonja Henie closed a seven-night 
showing of her ice frolic Thursday 
night (13) at the Coliseum to a grand 
| total of $76,000 or approximately 
what she did a year ago 








| Following the date here, Miss 
Henie left for the Coast to do ‘Sun 
| Valley,’ 20th-Fox film, and the rest 


| of the ice show cast scattered. 
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NEW FACES CLICK ON 


Grace Moore’s ‘Louise’ a Sellout, 156 In YOUN [EPITERS | 


MISCELLANY 8 


B WAY 


‘Communists’ Fail to Grab Control 
Of AGVA Membership Meet in N.Y.: 














— 


| 








One Night; Bruno Walter's Met Debut GETTING BREAKS 








The Metropolitan Opera Co. closed 
the llth week of its season Monday 
(17) with a take of $104,500 for nine 
operas including the company’s first 
jaunt to Hartford, and had a net 


loss of $3,500 for its pains. Feature 
of the week was the revival of Bee- 
thoven’s ‘Fidelio,’ Bruno Walter 
making his debut as Met conductor 
and Kirsten Flagstad as the spear- 
head of the performance, with a 
packed house of $15,500 paving the 
way. 

The Wagnerian soprano was not at 
her best in the opera, being unable 
to cope completely with the ca- 
denzas in her music, Walter stole 
the show with his conducting, re- 
ceiving greatest ovation. The Met 
orchestra was not quite up to par, 
but this was probably due to the 
strain of trying to make the even- 
ing a complete gala occasion. 

Grosses were as follows: 

Monday (10), ‘Alceste’ was re- 
peated with a gross of $3,500 and a 
loss of $4,000. 

Tuesday (11), ‘Louise’ in Hartford 
gold out at $15,000 with Grace Moore 
the draw. 

Wednesday (12), ‘Boheme’ dropped 
$4,000 on an $8,000 gross. 

Thursday (13), ‘Manon 


(Continued on page 55) 


Balto Woman Who Went To 
‘Dinner’ Wouid Rather Be 
Legit-Starved 15 More Yrs. 


Appearance of Alexander Wooll- 
cott in ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner’ in Baltimore recently attracted a 
woman to the theatre who had not 
attended a show for 15 years. Ac- 
cording to a letter she wrote to the 
editor of a local paper, she may not 
see a show for another 15 years, hav- 
ing been shocked at the performance 
which drew clean-up attendance. 

The complaining customer reached 
away back in mentioning plays of 
other generations, 

‘What has happened to the theatri- 
cal taste of this nation? I remem- 
ber in my younger days such inspir- 
ing plays as ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin,’ 
‘Little Nell,’ ‘The Villain Still Pur- 
sued Her,’ ‘The Fallen Saved’ and 
other equally high-grade shows,’ she 


also 








Stated. ‘Why can’t we have the finer | 


things of the mid-Victorian period 
returned to us?’ she added. 
The plays mentioned were all 


thirt’ era. 


SET DESIGNER DROWNS 
IN FLOODED GUTTER 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
John Gilbert, 40, studio set de- 
signer, drowned Sunday in a Holly- 
wood street gutter. Some streets 
have been considerably flooded due 
to heavy rains and lack of drainage. 
Police believe Gilbert struck head 
on curb as he stumbled and died 

from drowning while unconscious. 








Triple-Threat Welcome 
For George Marshall 


Director George Marshall, who 
was in New York last week for a 
short business visit, got a three-ply 
8reeting in the east. Universal, Co- 
lumbia and United Artists each had 
@ glad hand and its publicity men 
out to meet him. 


He had just wound up work on 
James Roosevelt's (UA) ‘Pot O’ 
Gold,’ is set to do ‘Texas’ for Colum- 
bia next and later in the year will 
meg ‘Hellzapoppin’ for Universal. 
Confabs while east were mostly on 
Hellz.’ 

Marsh 
day (14) 





all left New York Fri- 


> 


Quite Doggie 





Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Dogs are actors, too, and there- 
fore entitled to the equivalent of 
Academy Oscars.’ So ruled the 
Tailwaggers, who will make 
their own awards night of Feb. 
23 at Charlie Foy’s supper club 
in the Valley. 

‘Boscars’ will go to pooches in 
three divisions: best acting job 
of the year for male and fe- 
male, and to hound showing the 
most promise. 

Award will be a bronze fire 
hydrant. 








Geo. Hale Argues Jolson 
Is Hale, Hearty and Not 
Too Til to Play in Show 


Application will be made In N. Y. 
Supreme Court within 10 days to ex- 
amine Al Jolson before trial in con- 
|nection with a $100,000 suit by 
George Hale, co-producer of ‘Hold On 
to Your Hats.’ Plaintiff claims Jol- 
son walked out on the show claiming 
illness, but films taken of the actor 
in Florida at the race tracks and 
night clubs show him to be OK, 
plaintiff claims. 

Hale has a 20% interest in the 
show, which was earning $4,000 to 
| $6,000 weekly when Jolson closed it 
on Jan. 31. According to the con- 
tract, Jolson was to be available for 
the entire 1941 season, including a 
road tour. Fitelson & Mayers are 
handling the action for Hale. 


‘Pact Break by Rosalind 
Russell to Arbitration 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Move by Rosalind Russell to can- 
cel her contract with Myron Selznick 
& C.. 
arbitration board for decision. The 
actress is asking to be relieved of 
| her contractual obligations with the 
agency on the ground that she has 
not been properly represented. 

The board has held one hearing, at 
which time each side was given an 
opportunity to outline its position. 
| Taking of testimony will be started 

this week. 


| —— 

















Snake in Nitery 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


get screen credit, is being packed 
|off for an air trip to New York, 


| where a party will be tossed for it 


| Thursday (20) at Monte Proser’s 
| Copacabana nitery. | 
Gag is a promotion for Preston 


| Sturges’ ‘Lady Eve,’ being released 
by Paramount, 


| tk? Paka 





— 
| 


| The producers of ‘Arsenic and Old 
| Lace’ which is packing ’em in at the 
| Fulton, New York, not only aren't 
wondering why they allowed 21 in- 
dividuals to buy pieces of the show, 
but are patently glad about the 
| whole arrangement. They are pay- 
ling off cheerfully and at the same 
time giving their ‘backers’ chuckles. 
When they remitted checks for ap- 
| proximately half the coin each in- 
| vested, the following note was en- 
closed: 


Angel, Dear: 
Surprise! Surprise! 
We will all be up to our Ar-.. 
senic in money. 
Sincerely, 
Howard Lindsay & Russel Crouse. 


It is not unusual on Broadway for 
| backers to wait for long periods to 
get their money back even for 
‘flourishing attractions. 





| attracted attention. 








| 


Inc., has been submitted to an | 


‘mma, the only king snake ever to | 
melodramas of the ten, twent’ and | Emma, the onl Sunn 


| 


‘Arsenic-Old Lace’ Paying Off In 
~ Velvet—And the Laughs Still Pile Up 





There is the | 





‘Out of the Frying Pan’ Has 
Six Newcomers — Dorothy 
McGuire, Nancy Coleman, 
Danny Kaye Score 





MORE ON WAY 





Upsurge of young talent on Broad- 
way is an interesting development 
this season, especially in the mid- 
winter arrivals in which a num- 
ber of players in their teens have 
They are for the 
most part identified as among those 
kid aspirants who gather at Times 
Square drugstore counters in be- 
tween making the rounds of pro- 
ducers’ offices. 

Among the recent arrivals, cast 
of ‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ which 
opened at the Windsor last week, has 
more of the embryos than any of the 
others, there being no less than six 
virtual newcomers to Broadway legit. 
The ‘Pan’ kids are Florence Mc- 
Michael, Barbara Bel Geddes 
(daughter of the designer), Nancy 
Douglas, Alfred Drake, Louise Sny- 


Continued on page 18) 





JACK BENNY. 


| young composer failed to jell on 


AIR RENEWAL 
COMING UP 


Negotiations for a new contract 
between Jack Benny and General 
Foods through the Young & Rubi- 
cam agency are due to come up 
within the next few weeks. The 
comic’s present contract, which calls 














Haddock's Modified Report Heard 





The Perfect Alibi? 


Detroit, Feb. 18. 

As long as automobile horns 
play patriotic tunes, motorists 
evidently won’t get into trouble 
these days for excessive tooting. 
Ernest J. Gedeon, 23, landed in 
front of Traffic Judge George T. 
Murphy on a charge of being a 
nuisance because of blasting 
away on his car horn. 

He not only got off, but the 
traffic cop drew criticism for his 
lack of patriotism after Gedeon 
explained that his horn plays 
‘Yankee Doodle.’ 











Mickey Rooney Symph 
Not Heard on Ford; CBS 
Release Too Sweeping 


Detroit, Feb. 18. 
Widely ballyhooed, Mickey 
Rooney’s three-movement symphony 
suite, ‘Melodante,’ failed to hit the 
airways as scheduled over the Ford 
Evening Hour when the Columbia 
Broadcasting Co. officials and the 





terms for the release. Detroit Sym- 
phony was set to let go with two of 
the three movements Sunday (9), 
but, after two weeks of wrangling 
between Rooney’s attorneys and the 
network officials, the music finally 
was ruled out. On the program, 
Announcer Ronald Gamble only ex- 
plained that the final arrangements 
could not be made for its produc- 
tion, leaving the public bewildered 


Here it was denied that either the 
ASCAP-BMI row or possible plagiar- 


|ism suits had anything to do with 


for $17,500 a week, is for 35 weeks | 


and expires June l, 

Benny has been talking about re- 
tiring from radio for a year and de- 
voting himself exclusively to pic- 
tures 
his agents, A. & S. Lyons, about not 
taking up the matter of renewal with 
his client. 


Dull an M-G Producer 


Hollywood, Feb. 18, 
Metro upped Orville Dull to a pro- 
ducer berth after 10 years of asso- 
ciation with John W. Considine, Jr. 
First assignment is as co-producer 
with Robert Z, Leonard in 
Women.’ 








——— 


matter of sinking funds and other 
angles to hold back repayment. 
Seems, therefore, that the ‘Arsenic’ 
deal is somewhat unique and ex- 
traordinary. Show is only in its 
sixth week with indications of run- 
ning upward of a year. From the 
very start the backers were informed 
of the financial strength of the show 
as shown by the following note sent 
tq them. 
Dear Angel: 

Enclosed you will find our first 
statement. 

We think it is a charming 
document and we hope that 
others more charming will fol- 
low. 

If there is anything in this 
about which you wish to com- 
plain we shall be glad to hear 
from you. Just address us in 
care of the Dead Letter Office, 
Washington, D. C 


but he hasn’t said anything to | 


| gate 


the cancellation. Ben Potts, assistant 
producer of the show, said that it 
was just that an agreement couldn’t 
be reached by which Rooney would 
sign the long, complicated releases 
which all composers of unpublished 
works must sign with radio chains. 

From Hollywood 
the attorneys didn’t like 
of the long document 

‘Why should Rooney 


himself by any kind 


the word came 
that 
looks 


mitted. 


sub- 
obli- 
of con- 


| tract when he was giving them his 





‘Two | 
| 
i of 


FOR STARS FROM WIS. 


Milwaukee, Feb. 18. 
It’s O.K. with the Wisconsin board 
agriculture if Gov. Julius (the 
Just) Heil wants to plug the state's 





| dairy industry by sending a sample 


of different kinds of cheese each 
month to the governors of the other 
47 states, but when it comes to add- 
; of stage, screen and radio 
that’s out! 

nixing the edible gifts 
to artists announced by Ralph 
E. Ammon, director of the Dept. of 
Agriculture, after 
lowed the governor’s declaration he 
would send a nice Swiss, Longhorn, 
Limburger or other brand of Wis- 
consin cheese to Nelson Eddy 
monthly. 

Heil met Eddy recently on a train 
returning from Washington, D. C., 
and appointed the singer a colonel 
on his personal staff, a group that 
also includes Spencer Tracy. 


ing Stal 
free list- 
of 


Wa 


the 
Policy 


to 


« ssn } + 
a huddle that fol- 





Par’s Foreign Find 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Eva Gabor, Hungarian actress, 
makes her screen debut at Para- 
mount as the femme lead opposite 
Richard Arlen in ‘Forced Landing,’ 

an aviation story. 
William H. Pine 
Thomas are producing 


and William 
the picture 


‘independently for release by Par. 
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By JOE SCHOENFELD 
An attempt by reputed Come 
munists to grab control of an Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists meme 
bership meeting Monday (17) at the 
Hotel Abbey, New York, failed when 
Professor Maji, president of the De- 
troit local, swung the tide the other 
way with a plea for unity. How- 
ever, before the long session was 
over, and after more than half of 
the original attendance of 125 had 
left, Hoyt S. Haddock, who was dis- 
missed last week as national secre- 
tary, was given the opportunity to 
read the report he made last Thurs- 
day (13) before the Associated Ac- 

tors and Artistes of America. 


Earlier in the day, Haddock had 
approached Gerald Griffin, now ad- 
ministrative head pro tem of AGVA, 
and asked permission to deliver his 
report at the meeting. Griffin 
stated that the meeting’s agenda had 
been set, but if Haddock would sub- 
mit the report and, if it was found 
to be the same delivered before the 
Four A’s, permission would be 
granted. This Haddock refused, but 
stated that the report would be read 
at that afternoon’s meeting, regard- 

(Continued on page 43) 


OLIVER MOROSCO SAID 
TO BE IN NEED IN L. A. 


Oliver Morosco, 65, onetime Broad- 
way producer, is reported destitute 
in Los Angeles and suffering from 
stomach ulcers. He is given regular 
allowances by the Motion Picture 
Relief Fund and the Actors Fund. 

Showman had offices in the 
Morosco, N. Y., for years. He pro- 
duced a number of high grossing 
attractions. ‘The Bird of Paradise’ 
among them, ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ was 
originally presented by him on the 
Coast, but the hit reverted to Anne 
Nichols, its author, and he was not 
interested in the New York or road 
showings of ‘Abie.’ 
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US. Census on Amusements (1939) 
Shows Public Annual Expenditures 
OF $1,000,000,000, or $30 Per Family 


Wasnington, Feb. 18. 
Places of amusement in the United 
Biates, operated 
profit, have 
in number and diversity 
past five yeal and the 
1939, issued today by the Bureau of 
the Census, esti — public annual | 
expenditures of ne arly $1,000,000,000 


commercially for 
increased su sbstant ally 
within the 


This amounts ap »proximately to $30 
per family. 
According to the Census survey | 


covering 1939, there were 44,917 such | 
places of amusement, W hich was an 
increase of 22.2% over the 36,749 | 
establishments operated in 1935. The | 
increase in receipts was 43.4% 
$998,079,000 compared with $696,012,- 
000 five years earlier. 

Motion picture theatres, including 
those with shows and vaudeville, get 
more than two-thirds of the dollar 
spent by the public for commercial- 
ized amusement. During the five- 
year period, motion-picture theatres 
increased in number from 12,024 to 
15.115 and increased their boxoffice 
collections from $508,196,000 to $673,- 
045,000. 

Pix receipts amounted to approxi- 
mately $20 per family, or a little 
more than $5 per person including 
infants and aged. At an average 
admission of 25c, it would permit 
every person of theatre-going age to 
visit a cinema every other week. 
The average intake of each of the 
15.115 theatres per year was $44,528. 
The survey showed one picturé thea- 
tre for each 2,306 families, or ap- 


report of | 





| ‘THE ‘ICE-BOX’ GAME 


Synthetic Bliz for Army-Navy Grid 
Tussle at Par 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


Frozen football goes into action in 
| Paramount's ‘Little Miss Muffett,’ in 


| 


| the form of an Army-Navy grid con- | 


‘LADY’ FURTHER 


‘test, played in a synthetic blizzard. 
| Granulated ice, sprayed through a 
blower, gets screen credit as snow. 
| Gridiron scenes will be played in 
| a gigantie icebox owned by the Con- 
| sumers Ice Co., the coldest place in 
Southern California. Players leav- 
ing the game will be thawed out in 
an intermediate chamber to prevent 

pneumonia. 

Two other features left at the post 
at Par yesterday (Mon.) at the same 
time as ‘Miss Muffett.” Starters are 
‘Pioneer Women’ and ‘Hold Back the 
Dawn.’ 

Former directed by William A. 
Wellman and ‘Dawn’ by Mitchell 
Leisen. ‘Muffett’ is megged by Rob- 
ert Siodmak. 


After 23 Years at Par, 
A. M. Botsford Leaves 








Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


proximately one for each 8,700 popu- connection with Paramount by re- 
lation. signing his post as executive as- 
Bowling's Big Increase sistant to William — aron. He 

> >} s-l, as € 
Bowling alleys and billiards and joined Famous Players-Lasky in 1917 


pool halls showed a still greater in- 
crease both in number and volume 
of business. 
increased in five years 
to 17,644, 
from $43 


from 


271,000 to $87,450,000. 


Baseball showed 276 establishments 


and receipts of $24,940,000. 
Horse and dog race 


increased their 
466,000 to $43,507,000. 


Legitimate theatres and opera and 
increased in 
in- 
creased their revenue from $19,630,- 


theatrical productions 


mumber from 158 to 231, and 


000 to $32,461,000. 


Amusement parks and amusement 
from 
their rev- 
to $10,123,000. 
Riding academies increased from 645 
their revenue 
Swim- 
ming pools decreased in number—698 
increased their revenue 


devices decreased in number 
$303 to 245, but increased 
enue from $8,982,000 


to 840 and increased 
from $2,448,000 to $2,875,000. 


to 668—but 
from $1,938,000 to $2,815,000. 
College Sports Excluded 
The Census Bureau 
that its survey 
mercial enterprises operated 
profit and excluded enter 
ducted by educational 
religious, charitable, or 
agencies; governmental or 
bodies, 
Thus all college sports 
cluded. Gambling places, 
other private clubs, ckart 


were 
golf 


if engaged in the 
amusement enterprises. 
survey, but. were included in 
as eating places. 

Professional football recei 
not shown separately, but 
cluded in ‘other amusements.’ 


pts 


Thea- 


tres, fields, and arenas which are cus- | 


tomarily rented to stock companies, 
or promoters of theatrical 
tions or athletic events are not in- 


cluded; however, such stock com- 
panies, theatrical productions, and 
athletic events are classified as 


amusement enterprises 
ered by the Census. 

The 44,917 commercial amusement 
establishments employed an average 
of 223,729 persons throughout the 
year, of which 169,268 were full-time 
and 54,461 part-time employees. The 
survey showed 33,971 proprietors de- 
voting the major portion of their 
time to the business. The total pay 
roll, exclusive of proprietors’ com- 
pensation, was $225.481.000, of which 
$205,211,000 went to full-time em- 
Pployees and $20,270,000 to part-time 
employees, 


and are cov- 


tracks de- 
creased in number from 64 to 56, but 
revenue from $32,- 


emphasized 
included only com- 
for | 
prises con- 
institutions; 
fraternal 
civie 
and non-profit organizations. 
ex- 


ter-boat fish- 
ing, and pleasure resorts engaged in 
providing food and lodging were not 
included. Legitimate theatres, athletic | 
fields, and arenas were included only 
promotion of 
Night clubs 
were not included in the amusement 
the ! 
Census of Retail Trade and classified | 


are 
are in- 


produc- 


as publicity writer 
advertising manager. 


later becoming | 
Transferring to | 





These establishments | the studio from the home office, he | 
12,412 
and increased their revenue 


| was successively aide to Emanuel 
Cohen and Henry Berzbrun, lot | 
heads, and an associate producer at | 
the studio before taking 
Baron post. LeBaron moved out of 
Paramount last week, 
berth of executive producer in favor 
of B. G. DeSylva. 

Also departing Paramount is Jack 
Moss, associate producer, who 


utive. Sam Frey, assistant to Bots- 
ford, moves over to the legal 
partment under Jacob Karp. 


AFTER 4 Mos. FRENCH 





Hol anil Feb. 18. 
Michele Morgan, 
tress, 
RKO in ‘Joan of Paris,’ 
present-day France, 
ques Thiery and Georges Kessels. 


French film ac- 





a yarn of 


Mile. Morgan has been in Holly- 
wood four months polishing up her 
| English. 





Mooney Catchem Fast 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Martin N.ooney 
on the human 
Kansas 


and 





is first to cash in 
interest yarn of the 
collie 


lown to his 


major 
at Camp Ord, near Monterey, Cal., 
after pooch had lost 15 pounds and 
|gone on a_ée self-imposed hunger 


strike following his master’s call to 
the colors. 

| Mooney 
| Loyalty,’ 


has turned 
which 


‘Laddie’s 
will pro- 


out 
Jed Buell 


Releasing Corp. 
will direct, 


William Beaudine 


Co. as LeBaron Quits 


A. M. Botsford severed a 23-year | 


the Le-}| 


vacating his | 


joins | 
Walter Wanger as production exec- | 


de- 


makes her Hollywood debut at | 


written by Jac- 


duce, starting March 4, for Producers | 


To Quiz Miss Twelvetrees Metro’ S 


Helen Twelvetrees will. be ex- 
amined before trial Feb. 25 in New 
York federal court, according to a 


notice of examination filed by RKO | 


that 
The actress is suing the com- 
for $100,000 damages claiming 


Pictures in 
(13) 
pany 
libel. 
Miss Twelvetrees 
RKO’s ‘I’m Still Alive’ 
|her life with her former husband, 
| Jack Woody, a Hollywood stunt man. 
She also seeks an injunction and | 
| accounting of profits. 


On Friday (14) RKO filed a general 


claims 


| denial to the action and asked for aj} 


dismissal of the suit. 





UNLOOSENS 
PAR’S BR. 





whipped up interest at Paramount, 
which owns a one-third chunk of the 
musicalegiter, in following up with 
an investment in another. Company 
has on the fire now another script 
which is being rewritten by the au- 
thor along lines laid out by 
Par. If it works out satisfactorily it 
will be produced before the end of 
the current season; if further revi- 
sions are necessary it will be held 
over until September. 


the new script is until they 
it in satisfactory form, except to say 
| it is a definite film possibility. Studio 
will probably take a piece of it equal 
to what it holds on ‘Lady.’ 
not be produced, however, by Sam 
H. Harris, who did the latter. 

One of the things that has Par in- 
terested in going ahead on legit 








backing is the fact that, as it figures | 


it, the investment in the Gertrude 
| Lawrence starrer will bring the cost 
| of film rights, which it purchased last 
| week, down from the $285,000 nomi- 
| $225,000. That fact made it possible 
to outbid Warner Bros., which of- 
fered $275.000. Howard Hughes later 
offered $300,000, but the Par deal was 
already, informally at least, sealed. 
Par, as an investor, got approxi- 
mately $20,000 back from the sale 
| of the screen rights, bringing the 
| cost down to $265,000. With 20° 
jieas in the operating profit of 
| 


Lady,’ it anticipates about $60,000 


return from this source in the next | 
That’s figuring a total of | 


two years. 
0,000 profit, tremendous but con- 


ACTRESS GETS PREM Se Nihly pomble at the pace 


the show is currently hitting. 





es $60,000 To 
Adapt Molnar Play 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Next Charles Laughton starrer at 
RKO will be Ferenc Molnar’s ‘The 
Play’s the Thing,’ 
Robert Sisk production. Bella and | 
{Sam Spewack have been signatured | 
| by studio to work on the script for a 
reported $60,000. 

Spewacks are due from New York 
, latter part of the week to start their 
| chore, with Laughton reporting as 
|} soon as he completes ‘Almost an An- 
' gel’ at Universal. 


| A Soldier He Wi He Wiil Be 








Hollywood, 

George Sherman, Republic pro- 

ducer, has been summoned in the 

draft and expects to be called to 
| duty shortly. 

Sol Shore, writer on the same lot, 


pone already left for training at Fort | 
McArthur. 


Feb. 18. 








Spain’s South American drive 
U. S. future in Brazil 
Esty abandons Parsons’ show. 
Quiz shows slump 
Schwerin’s survey 


ASCAP 


Joint committee supervises AGVA 
Road interest revived 








Other News Pertaining to Pictures 


Latin-American pix.............. 


eee ee see ere eens 


Petrillo moves for showdown..... 
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that | 
is based on |} 


court Thursday | 


Universal Contingent | 


Par execs refuse to discuss what | 
have | 


It will | 


nally paid to between $200,000 and | 


‘ . } 
just acquired as a | 





For Bigger Slice 


‘Gone’ Cues That Co. to Ask 


of Brit. $12,900,000 





Back to Hollywood 


Virtually the entire Universal 
studio contingent which had been in 
New York recently returned to the 
| Coast over the weekend. Only one 
remaining east was Matty Fox, who 


trains homeward next Wednesday | 


(26). 

Dan Kelly, casting director, who 
came to Manhattan for a three-day 
visit following the company’s Chi- 
cago sales conclave, left New York 
on Saturday (15). Writer Felix Jack- 
|son, producer-writer Bruce Manning, 
and assistant director Frank Shaw, 
who had been to the ‘Back Street’ 
opening in Miami, left New York 
Friday (14), 

John Joseph, company’s pub-ad 
head, who had come east more than 
a month ago to arrange the ‘Back 
Street’ preem, pulled out for the 
studio on Saturday (15). 








Success of ‘Lady in the Dark’ has; 


Abbott to Direct, 
Not Produce, Pic 





Deal is virtually set, it is under- 
stood, for George Abbott*to direct a 
forthcoming Ginger Rogers picture 
'at RKO. Confabs between the legit 
producer and RKO prez George J. 
| Schaefer before both left New York 





| last week, are reported to have re- 
| sulted in an understanding, although 
|no papers were signed. 

Vehicle for Miss Rogers has not 
been definitely selected, 
follow ‘Tom, Dick and Harry,’ in 
which she is currently working. Ab- 
bott, under present plans, 
rect, but not produce. 
he both produced and directed the 
film version of his Broadway musi- 
cal, “Too Many Girls,’ for RKO. He 
is also under contract to Columbia 
to produce and direct ‘Pal Joey,’ his 
current musical hit which that stu- 
dio recently bought. 

Abbott is vacationing in Florida 
|and will probably head for the Coast 
in April if the RKO deal is consum- 
|mated. Col is talking about doing 
‘Pal Joey’ in late spring or early 
summer, but the producer's 
| York office is less optimistic, figuring 
the legiter will run longer than that 
and Abbott won’t want to halt it 
until it’s pretty well milked dry. 


ED DMYTRYK DRAWS 





DIRECTOR PACT AT COL. 





Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Edward Dmytryk was signed to a 
four-picture directing deal at Co- 
| lumbia. 
| Recently Dmytryk graduated to 
the director ranks after experience 
as a film cutter and ected director. 


Lonergan Moppet Gets 








Lenore Lonergan, 12, who has 
been playing Katharine Hepburn’s 
sister in the stage version of ‘Phila- 
delphia Story,’ has been signed by 
RKO for the part of Ginger Rogers’ 
| sister in “Tom, Dick and Harry.’ 
| This will be first screen role for 
moppet, who will quit ‘Story’ road 
company. She is daughter of the 
late Lester Lonergan, Irish charac- | 
| ter actor. 


Savite Comes Up Smilin 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Victor Saville, with two pictures 


| Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
} 








_ currently in work, is pushing prepa- 
| rations on his third, ‘Smilin’ Through,’ 


| 





| for an early March start at Metro. 
Before the cameras are ‘A Woman’s 
Face’ and ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.’ 





Clark’s Nursery Rhymer 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Sol C. Siegel named Colbert Clark 
associate producer on ‘Little Miss 
Muffet,’ first of four pictures to be 
started by the Siegel unit at Para- 
mount in the next two weeks. 
Other three are ‘The Night of Jan. 


| 16,’ ‘Buy Me That Town’ and ‘Henry 


j}and Dizzy.’ 


For RKO, Before Col. 


but it would | 


would di- | 
Last summer | 


New | 


Another Sis Role, in Pix 


Arbitration proceedings 
Milton Handler, Columbia Univer. 
| Sity professor and attorney, to de. 
termine how $12,900,000 British reve. 
,;nue due American major companies 


before 


will be allocated among the eight 
companies are continuing with no 
early decision anticipated. This is 


the money the British government 
is permitting U. S. major distribu. 
| tors to remit to this country in the 
12-month period ending next Oc. 
tober. 

All companies huddled simultane- 
ously with Handler up until last Fri- 
day (14) when the general summary 
of the situation had been presented 
the arbitrator. From now on it will 
be a matter for each distributor to 
set forth his individual case. 

Crux of whole situation centers 
on ‘Gone With the Wind,’ with the 
hefty grosses piled up by this pic- 
ture on the British Isles providing 
Metro with its incentive to demand 
an allocation of coin as per the vol- 
ume of current business. Because 
the picture had enjoyed the bulk of 
its larger, key playdates in period 
last year before Oct. 28, it naturally 
would get the lion’s share of the 
money remitted to U. S. 

Present arbitration will set speci- 
fied percentages per company, the 
final decision being retroactive to 
Oct. 28 last year. Thus far distri- 
bution coin from Great Britain has 
been received in U. S. by the major 
companies covering nearly the first 
three months of the frozen-coin pact 
which began late last October. 

This money is being split up ac- 
cording to temporary percentages 
|} agreed on last December, with the 
| arbitrated percentages applied to the 
| entire $12,900,000 as soon as a satis- 
| factory agreement has been reached. 








PLENTY OF GIANTS BUT 
NO ACTORS, SAYS METRO 


Metro’s talent department found a 
flood of giants—but no actors—on its 
doorstep Monday (17) morning in 
response to tips to New York cole 
umns that it would interview appli- 
cants for the parts of the six ‘For- 
rester brothers’ in the forthcoming 
filmization of ‘The Yearling.’ Result 
was that all the prospects were 
turned down for lack of experience 
| and Metro will start on another tack 
in its search. 

Specification {in Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawling’s novel, from which the pic- 
ture is taken, is that the boys be six 
feet, six inches tall, but Metro is 
compromising on a minimum of six 
| feet, four inches. 








Week of Rain Drives 
Film Troupes Indoors 





Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Heavy rains, which drenched 
Southern California for a week, 


drove all producing companies work- 
ing on outdoor sequences to the ar- 





tificial light of the sound stages, 
where the players and technicians 
were not forced to wear rubbers 
Warners was heaviest hit, four of 
that company’s troupes being forced 


to flee the proverbial 
shine. Taking shelter from the rain 
were ‘The Bride Came C. O. D’ 
| ‘Sergeant York,’ ‘Highway West’ and 
‘The Gentle ree 


natural sune- 


Marilyn Hare’s $75 Wk. 
But Yet to Make a Pic 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Revealed in the court approval of 
emer minor contract for another year 
that Marilyn Hare drew $75 weekly 
at Republic without appearing be- 
fore the camera. f 
She’s the daughter of late Ernie 
(Jones and) Hare, of radio’s ‘Happl- 
ness Boys.’ 


—— ee 


METRO’S TEXAN HEROINE 
Austin, Tex., Feb. 18 
‘Blossoms in the Dust,’ based on 
the life of Edna Gladney, founder of 
the Children’s Home and Aid So- 
ciety here, and written by Ralph 
Wheelright, has been placed in pro- 
duction at the Metro studios in Hol- 
lywood. 
Starring roles will be played by 





Greer Garson and Walter Pidgeon. 
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Columbia’ s Attorney Hints ‘Little 3 
May Be Forced to Abide by Govt.'s 
‘Blocks-of-5° Selling Afier Ail 


—_——_—_—_ + 


Complete termination of the Dept. 
of Justice’s anti-trust suit against 
Columbia, United Artists and Uni- 
versal apparently is not far off. 
Louis Frohlich, attorney for Colum- 
bia, told Judge Henry Warren God- 
dard in N. Y. federal court on Mon- 
day (17), at the conclusion of a two- 
hour session, that Columbia ‘is slow- 
ly being forced into selling in blocks 
of five against its will,’ and probably 
‘will soon have to adopt that policy.’ 

If Columbia accepts blocks of five, 
there seems little doubt but that 
Universal will follow suit. United 
Artists has never sold in complete 
blocks. This would cover the main 
feature of the new government com- 
plaint, and that would probably set- 
tle the action. 

The Columbia’s attorney conces- 
gion came at the end of a dry and 
uninteresting two hours of argu- 
ment before Judge Goddard, with 
the ‘little three’ seeking a dismissal 
of the government’s amended com- 
plaint against them. This was de- 
nied by the court, Judge Goddard 
declaring, ‘I am convinced there are 
issues here for trial.’ 

Frohlich then asked for 30 days to 
answer the government 
declaring that, on Friday, he would 
have to argue his motion for a dis- 
missal of the Crescent suit in Nash- 


ville. The court compromised on 
20 days. 
At the outset of the hearings 


Frohlich declared that he would just 
submit a brief as he had already 
presented all his arguments as to 
why the action should be dismissed 
to the court at a previous occasion. 
At that time Frohlich had contested 
the right of the government to file 
an amended complaint, but this had 
been denied to him. Judge Goddard 
turned to the Columbia attorney and 
asked him if he expected the court 
to reverse its former ruling. Frohlich 
replied directly and to the point, 
‘Frankly, no 
Benjamin Pepper, 
United Artists and 


representing 
Universal, then 


took up the cudgels for his clients. | 


He pointed out his application had 
not been denied previously, and he 
would make some new points. Pep- 
per then declared that the first com- 
plaint had sought to break up a 
Sherman anti-trust monopoly 
forcing the five producer exhibitors 
to divest themselves of theatres. 

He remarked that Paul Williams, 
U. S. prosecutor at that stage, had 


declared that he felt that Columbia, | in the conferences. 
UA and Universal should be on the | 


government’s side of the fence. Un- 
der the decree as it now stands, di- | 
vorcement is discarded, and an ille- 
Bal combination is formed with gov- 
ernment approval, it was stated. 
Blocks-of-five puts the ‘little three 

on the outs ide, as they now 
the victims of the new distribution 
system. ‘Today our pictures are in 
demand because of a shortage of 
Product, and we can demand that the 
major film company and its theatres 
take 100% of our product. Under 
the other system we will be ruined,’ 

declared Pepper. Judge Goddard 
interrupted at this point to ask if 
what Pepper wanted w as the court’s 


complaint | ole : ; 
| action in tendering his resignation as 








become 


Consent to sell to unwilling exhibit- | 


Ors 100% of his product. 
the government's 
yours,’ 


‘That is 
argument, not 
remarked the court. ‘You 


' | being held there with high Par h.o. 
ry | 
“< | executives 








ROAD CO. ANGELS 





Metro and Paramount’s_ Staffers 
Also Backing B’way Legits 





Metro and Paramount, each of 
which is backing a Broadway play, 
each also has a member of its New 
York staff independently interested 
in a legiter. 

William Deering, of Metro talent 
department, is co-producer of ‘Out 
of the Frying Pan,’ which opened last 
week, while John Byram, head of 
Par’s play department, is one of the | 
21 backers of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 





Warners Wants 
Hellinger Not 
To Take a Walk 


or 





Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Mark Hellinger to reconsider his 
an associate producer last night 
(Monday), after a long series of dis- 
agreements with executive producer 
Hal B. Wallis. It is understood that 
Hellinger couldn’t see eye to eye} 
with Wallis on story selections and | 


preferred to bow out rather than 
continue with the conflict of ideas. 


Hellinger had turned out six pic- 
tures in the last 18 months. His 
current pact has more than a year 
to go. 


RICHARDS MEETS PAR 
TOPPERS IN MIAMI 


Orleans, 
and 





E.. ¥; 
of 


membe! 


Richards of New 


head the Saenger circuit 
of the Paramount board of 
directors, Miami 


his yacht to take part in discussions 


has arrived in on 


concerning the | 
ng ahez ae = 


tantnan | 


4 
LalicVil 


itters 
planni 


on mé 
company, policy, 

Barney Balaban, 
Austin C. Keough and Lecn: * pied 


enson, all in Miami, are taking part | 





10 U Officers Protest 


Pre-Trial Examination 


directors of Uni- 


Ten officers and 
versal Pictures Co., Inc., filed an ap- 
peal to the appellate division of the 


(14), 
les B 
ordering 
before trial. Suit 
I. Posen, 


N. Y. supreme court Friday 
from an order of Justice Chat 
McLaughlin last 
their examination 
is being brought by Samuel 
a director. 

Posen charges waste and misman- | 


month, 


|seeks an accounting from directors, 


re asking me to foster an illegality | 


on unwilling exhibitors.’ 





Horkheimer’s Probation 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 
H. M. Horkheimer, former inde- 
Pendent screen producer and one- 
time president of Balboa Films, drew 
& suspended sentence with a five- 
year probation period in the U. S. 
Cireui . Court. 


He was convicted on a charge of 
extortion. 








and a dismissal of those responsible. 
On Feb. 24 Posen will bring an ap- | 
plication to examine Willard McKay, 
formerly an officer and general 
counsel of Universal, before trial. 


— a | 


| 
agement, a loss of over yadda 
| 
| 








| to Arthur Ho 


Mayo at Korda Helm | 


Hollywood, Feb. 18 
Walter Mayo moves in March 1 as | 





production manager for Alexander | 
‘Korda Films, taking the place of 
Ray Klune, who shifts back to work 
for David O. Selznick 
Mayo was assistant director on the 
‘Korda production, ‘Lady Hamilton.’ 


| decree, arbitration went 


| this 


| elected 


LEIN BACKWARDS 


UN FILM DEALS 





42 Selling Season Starts, 
Distributors Don’t Want to. 
Incur Needless Headaches 
From Arbitration Com- 
plaints 


SALES MANUALS 





_ On orders from home offices, ex- 
changes are now exercising extreme 
caution in their dealings with ex- 
hibitor accounts in order to mini- 
mize the chance of complaints and 
avoid wherever possible the neces- 
sity, as well as expense, of arbitra- 
tion proceedings. Branch managers, 
salesmen, bookers and others are al- 
ready bending backward so far as 
pressuring exhibitors, forcing shorts 
and indulging in other practices 
which might cause trouble under the 
consent decree, 

Although the new method of sell- 
ing, in blocks of no more than five 
features at a time (excepting west- 
erns and foreigns), will not begin 
until negotiations open on the 1941- | 
42 product some time this summer, 


G EXHIBS 








Korda Stymies Buyout of Goldwyn 





SCHENCK TRIAL MARCH 3. 


Points in His nee: on Income Tax. 
| Allowances 





Trial of Joseph M. Schenck, 
chairman of the board of 20th-Fox 
and Joseph H. Moskowitz, eastern 
talent scout for the company, 
alleged income tax errors was post- 
| poned to March 3 in N.Y. federal 
court: Monday (17) by Judge Alfred 
C. Coxe. Inability of the Govern- | 
ment to secure a judge to hear the | 
case, and the probability of having 
to drop and revise some of the 
charges against the film executives, 





decisions affecting the manner in- 
come is computed, necessitated the | 
delay. 

The case will be tried by Matthew 
Correa, newly appointed U. S. attor- 
ney for the Southern District of 
N.Y., who replaces John T. Cahill, 
resigned. Both defendants maintain 
the Government is in error in bring- 
ing the charges, and state that the 
entire case hinges on an interpreta- 
| tion of deductions allowed under the 
law. 








the distributing companies are nid 


tempting to guard 
trouble prior to then. 


against any 
Under the 
into effect 
Feb. 1 and, 


lations that come up now may 


if, in the opinion of the arbitrators, 

such penalties should be levied. 
When selling under the consent 

begins in June or July, 


even greater | 


Schaefer Takes 
Charge of RKO 


also under it, any vio- | 
be | 
brought up for hearing and decision, | 
plus fines against offending distribs | 


care will be taken to avert any deal- | 


ings in relations with exhibs that 
may provide an opening for com- 
plaints that the decree is being vio- 
lated. With only a handful of cases 
already filed against various 
tributors who are party to the 
decree, the bulk is expected to come 
summer when deals for '41-42 
pictures are being negotiated, to- 
gether with demands for change in 
clearance, etc. 
Keep Legal Costs Down 
Among other things and aside from 
an honest effort that is being made 
to live up to the letter of the decree, 
the distribs are anxious to keep legal 
expenses down. Too many arbitra- 
(Continued on page 55) 


| FRANK FREEMAN AGAIN 
HEADS PRODUCER ASS’N 


eleweek Feb. 18. 
Y. Frank Freeman has been re- 
president of the Producers 
Association Others voted another 
term were E. J. Mannix, first vice- 


president; Cliff Work, second v.p.; 


Fred Beetson, executive v.p 

Date tee resumption of negotia- 
tions with the Screen Actors Guild 
on situation regarding extras was 
set for March 20. Producers also 
approved a wage increase of 50c an 
hour for studio scenic artists 

Will Hays spoke briefly at meet- 
ing on foreign conditions and ef- 


fects of war on the picture industry. 


Blumenthal With DeSylva 


Hollywood, 

B. G. DeSlyva, newly 
producer at Paramount, 
Richard Blumenthal 


Feb. 18. 

named exec 
has added 
to his staff of 


| associate producers. 


Blumenthal was formerly assistant 


rnblow, Jr. 


Col. Execs Bast 


Holly wood, Feb. 18 

Jack Cohn and Abe Schne 

train out of here tonight (Tues 
for their New York headquarters. 

Columbia execs have been at the 


lay) 


dis- | 


der 


Studios in H wood 


| Hollywood, Feb. 18. 





George J. Schaefer today issued 
statement he will take complete 
charge of RKO-Radio studios 


| period. He made no mention of the 
reported shakeup in high places or 
new alignment of producers. 
Schaefer stated that J. 
itinue as his assist 


will cor ant. 


Aylesworth’s Cue 
Inside info on George J. Schaef- 
er’s action in taking charge of 
RKO’s studios in Hollywood and an- 
nouncing his intention of staying on 


the Coast most of the time is linked 
with a cue dropped by M. H. Ayles- 
worth several months ago. He tipped 
the Coast news boys that Ned Depi- 
net might take over the studios, but 
}it now appears that he only was 
trying to sell the idea to the RKO 
directorate. 

When the story broke, Schaefer 
immediately went before the board 
of directors and voiced his objec- 
tions to any change Result wa 
that Depinet is staying in h pre 
ent executive spots in sale No 
seems likely that he might have 
been shifted to production if the 
tory had not broken. 


HAYS H. Q. IN LONDON 
DESTROYED BY NAZIS 


Offices of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors Assn. and 
many of the association’s British rec- 
ords in London were destroyed by a 


fire which gutted the building ove 
the weekend. Understood that the 
blaze was started by Nazi incendiary 
bombs but few details were con- 
tained in the cable received by Ma- 
|} jor Frederick Herron, Hays office 


foreign chief, from F. W. Allport 
| who represents the MPPDA in Great 
' ° 
| Britain. 


The Hays office in London has al- 


ready reestablished itself in new 
uarters, Allport has been in L 
i ever since before the war begat 
from an occasional trip f 
} private huddles in Ne York 


. 


for | 


due to recent Treasury Department | 


| sides, 


J. Nolan | 





For $300,000, Unless He's Given His 
UA Stock Sans Further Payments 


Even Now, Before the 1941- 





Continued resistance of Alexander 
|Korda to the deal worked out by 
| United Artists with Samuel Goldwyn 
lis stalling the producer’s departure 


|from the company. Korda is re- 


, | ported demanding that if Goldwyn’s 


20% interest in UA is bought up for 
| $300,000, the company hand over to 
him without further payments the 
| One-fifth share of UA stock he has 
| been buying from profits. 

Inasmuch as any action in buying 


}out Goldwyn must be unanimously 
|approved by the other four stock- 
holders, Korda’s attitude may hold 
|up the deal indefinitely. Meantime, 
| however, myriad of details involved 
in Goldwyn’s departure is being 
worked out by attorneys on both 
Stickler in these parleys is 
|said to be allocation of profits be- 
tween active and non-active mem- 
bers of the organization. 


Serving as UA pivot man in the 
negotiations is understood to be 


Herbert Maass, Mary Pickford’s rep 
on the board of directors, while 
Goldwyn’s side is being protected by 
James Mulvey, v.p. and eastern rep 
of the producer, and a couple of at- 
torneys from the office of George Z. 
Medalie in New York. 

Harry Muller, UA treasurer, went 
out to the Coast last week also to 
take part in the negotiations. He'll 
handle the figure work involved in 
making the corporate divvy. Among 
hundreds of problems faced in com- 
pleting the deal are who is to pay 
certain taxes, who owns reissue 
|tights and for how long, who gets 
residual coin stili coming in on Gold- 
wyn films, and many other such 
points. 








EARLE HAMMONS BACK 


and | 
stay on the Coast for an indefinite | 


INTO PIX PRODUCTION 


Plans for his starting on produc- 





| tion of a ‘pretentious’ film for ma 

release will be formulated in twe 
weeks, Earle W. Hammons, former 
head of Educational and Grand Na- 
tional, said Monday (17). Release 
has already been arranged, he de- 


clared., 


Hammons stated treatment is now 


being prepared and*may be ready 
at the end of the current week. He 
refused any further details of the 
production at this time. It will be 


made on the Coast. 


Studes Get Their Film 


Knowledge | From Experts 


Hollywood, Feb. 18 
Film {industry, long un-academice, 
has gone collegiate. Four lecturers 
fi 1 the tudios are conductir g 
courses for University of California 
(Los Angeles) Cinematic Department 


and others are making guest ap- 
pea inces 

W im Keighley is entering s 
econd semester as instructor of fu- 
ture directors. Alfred Hitchcock is 


lecturing on technique in melodrama. 


Boris Morros has a course on musie 
in pictures, and Fred Metzler, 20th- 
Fox studio treasurer, is explaining 


} 


the financial problems of film-mak- 





s Abbott-Costello 
‘or 1 Year: Now on 3d Pic 


5 


Usiversal’s option on Abbott and 
Vcstello is reported to have been 
fted last week for one year’s serve 
ce at the studio. 
Comedy pair are now winding up 
rk in their third film for U. It’s 
Oh, Charlie,’ on which camera work 
vill finish today (Wednesday ). First 
re ‘N n the Tropics’ and 
j k P é 
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ALREADY SOME SHARP HORSE-TRADING 





ON ’40-41 PIX DEALS IS ANTICIPATED 


Indies, If Buying Non-Consent Distribs’ Product, May Better Get Goin’ While 
Prove Balky on Majors’ Rental Demands—Back- 


log of Other Pix an A 


An unprecedented amount of bar- 
gaining between exhibitors, partic- 
ularly independents, and the major 
distribs looms this summer the way | 
the 1941-42 selling season is shaping | 
up. Fact that many exhibs will | 
have forearmed themselves by con- | 
tracting for pictures from one or | 
two distributors, operating outside 
the Federal consent decree, is ex- 
pected to bring about this situation. 

The five major companies operat- 
ing under the consent decree are 
expected to go into the selling sea- 
son confronted by innumerable ex- 
hibitors who previously have set 
themselves with sufficient product 
to withstand too heavy pressure 
from larger distribs. It’s now es-| 
timated that many independent ex- | 
hibitors will have made deals with 
at least one non-decree operating 
distribution company before the 
five majors are able to offer any 
deals whatever. These non-decree | 
distribs are United Artists, Colum- 
bia, Universal, Republic and Mono- 
gram plus lesser indies. With near- 
ly all five going ahead with early 
selling plans, it is a natural likeli- 
hood the indie exhibitor will 
fortify himself with product when 
attractive deals can be made. In 
addition, many exhibs will have 
some 10 to 15 features, not of the 
strongest sort, possibly held over 
from the previous season. 

With some 40 feature pictures thus 
assured, the average exhibitor may 
be able to dicker for worthwhile 
deals from majors working under 


the consent decree setup. And such | 


average exhib 


accenting 
accepriing 


is likely to balk at 
10 features if and 
that number is offered in two blocks 
as some distributors hope to do early 
this summer. Exhibitor’s demand 
for only five features is likely to be 
answered by the distributors claim 
that a better percentage deal prob- 
ably can be worked out if the batch 
of 10 is accepted, 
Beat Down %? 

Such bargaining fits in with the 
exhibitors’ line of argument that he 
can use 10, but not under any 40% 


; whon 
4 wy astaa 


deal as originally offered. Such de- | 


velopment would give the distrib an 
opportunity to lower the percentage 
to 35 or 30 if the exhib will take all 
10 pictures. 

Decree rules forbid the distribu- 
tor from arbitrarily offering a low- 
er percentage deal for more pic- 
tures than in a minimuin lineup. 
Hence the decree would not coun- 
tenance the distrib selling 10 fea- 
tures for 30% and demanding 40% 
if the exhibitor account wanted only 
five films. By asking 40% originally 
for 10 films the distributor will be 
enabled to duck this onus because 


the exhib taking only five has the! 
original percentage of 40% levied on | 
hence 
figures as a bargaining point with- 
out violating the decree wording, it 


him. The reduction to 30% 


is claimed. 


Presently it looks as though few 
selling more than 


majors will be 
10 features in two groups at the out- 
set. Also it seems evident that the 
average exhibitor will not be eager 
to accept original terms offered if he 
has fortified himself with product 
from non-decree distribs. Net re- 
sult is liable to be that the exhib, 
who is protected on product for a 
couple of months, will be in a posi- 
tion to take his time signaturing for 
product, 

This situation is one that is being 
studied closely by consent-decree 
majors to ascertain just how serious 
such a stalemate on buying terms 
might develop. It is a setup which 
is likely to speed up production for 
the 1941-42 season by the five con- 
senting majors so they will be in a 
position to actually get out selling 
in opposition to the five non-consent 
distributors at an early date. 


Kodak’s 37 Discount 


Hollywood, Feb. 18.- 
Jules Brulatour, distributor of 
Eastman Kodak raw stock, will start 
giving 3% discount to buyers of film 
stock, negative and prints, effective 
Feb. 20. 
This represents a saving to film 
producers estimated at $75,000 an- 
nually, 








sset in Making Deals 


+ 





Defer U’s Corporate 
Revamp Until World 
Conditions Improve 





Universal directors held their 
regular monthly meeting Monday 
(17), 
transacted. Following this session, it 
appeared that any further steps on 
simplifying the company’s corporate 
setup via bringing in additional first 


preferred shares probably will await | 
meeting, | 


the annual stockholder’s 
March 15, at Wilmington, Del. 


Besides unsettled world market 
conditions, difference in views among 
representatives of larger holdings of 
U securities thus far have deferred 
final formulation of a plan for re- 
tiring 10,739 shares of first preferred 
still outstanding. This might con- 

| ceivably be ironed out at the stock- 


holders’ session, but probably will | 


| have to be worked out in advance by 
| the board. Company will elect 13 di- 
| rectors at the coming meeting, with 
| only one new director likely, this 
| being somebody to take the place 
|left vacant by William Freiday’s 
resignation. 

In the meantime, Universal is go- 
| ing ahead and exercising sinking 
‘fund provisions of the company 

charter which permit the retirement 

of 1,500 shares annually. 

‘it is understood that if U earnings 
should take an unusually strong 
spurt, this annual retirement might 
be boosted above 1,500. 


Company has retired 7,261 shares 


of this preferred since Jan. 1, 1940, | 


with 1,500 in accordance with sink- 
ing fund provisions for the ’40 cal- 
endar year and 1,170 shares in an- 


ticipation of 1941 sinking fund pay- | 


ments. Remaining 4,591 shares were 
| purchased via the December tender 
plan. 


Calling in all first preferred shares, 
when done, would leave only the old 
| common and certificates for the new 
common _ shares still outstanding. 
Although it would take about seven 
| years to bring in remaining 


| 


| versal treasury, it is reported that 


means can be devised to accelerate 
retirement of this stock. 


WB READY!NG STAGE, 





| 
} 








Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Warners is readying a number of 
Broadway stage plays and literary 
best-sellers for early production. 
|*The Gentle People’ has already 
| started and studio will put ‘Arsenic 
tance’ in work shortly. 

Other plays now preparing at the 
Burbank studo are ‘The Man Who 
Came to Dinner,’ ‘George Washing- 
ton Slept Here’ and ‘The Male Ani- 
mal.’ Best-sellers owned by com- 
pany include ‘King’s Row,’ by Henry 
Bellamann; ‘One Foot in Heaven’, 
by Hartzell Spence; ‘Captain Horatio 
Hornblower,’ by C. S. Forester; “The 
Constant Nymph,’ by Margaret Ken- 
nedy; ‘Quietly My Captain Waits,’ by 
Evelyn Eaton; ‘Out of Gas,’ 
Charles Nordhoff and James Norman 
Hall; ‘Mr. Skeffington,’ by Eliza- 
beth; ‘Danger Signal’ and ‘The House 
on the Hill,’ latter by Somerset 
Maugham. 


Dietrich to Warners 
For ‘Hard to Get’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Marlene Dietrich moves to the 
Warner lot for the first time to co- 
star with George Raft and Hum- 
phrey Bogart in ‘Hard to Get,’ which 
formerly had title of ‘Handle With 
Care.’ 
Raoul Walsh will direct, Mark Hel- 











} 


| linger drawing the asscciate pro- |} 


ducer assignment pro tem, 


However, | 


out- | 
standing first preferred to the Uni- | 


company officials are hoping some | 


BOOK BUYS FOR PROD. 


and Old Lace’ and ‘Old Acquain- | 


by | 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
| “How Green Was My Valley,’ post- 
|poned for a time, is slated to start 
| in 
| 


June*at 20th-Fox. Ida Lupino, 
ely cast for one of the top 


tentativ 
roles, will ke availeble at that time. 
Westwood lot bought the story for 
| $50,000 and invested another $100,- 
'000 for 
Beach. 

| McDowall, has been kept under con- 
{tract for months to ride out the cast- 
_ing difficulties, 

| 





with only routine business | 


Expect Consent 
To Help Detroit 





Detroit, Feb. 18. 


This town probably will go into 
its new picture zoning plan when 
the new five-unit contracts come 
into existence. 

Plan, which is the brainchild of 
Frank J. Downey, Metro manager 
here, would provide an equitable 
‘flowing out’ of pictures. Agreement 
among all the exhibitors will work it 
out and the present indications are 
that with the big outfits in the fore 
on the plan, both Cooperative Thea- 
tres of Michigan and the United De- 
troit chain, the smaller operators are 
more than willing to go along. 








| With the bulk of the seasonal con- | 


| tracts for the present product out of 
| the way, it is providing an opportun- 
ity to whip up the new plan which it 
is believed can be launched with the 
new five-picture contracts. 

The general idea of the plan is 
that Detroit whacks up readily into 
East and West Side zones. All second 
run houses on one side of town 
would take the same product for a 
certain run while houses on 
other side of town would be showing 
the same unity with a different bill. 
The following week pictures would 
cross the line with the East Side tak- 
ing over West Side pr 
previous week and reverse, 
houses of the same run would be 
| equalized in the same manner, com- 
| parable theatres all down the line 
|on each side of town having the 
| same product and using the switch- 
| over tactics on a natural geographic 
|} Dasis. 
| Belief is 
| spottiness 


nr 


that it would wipe out 
of bills, unfair angling 
and permit a much better balancing 
up of film bills to the benefit of all 
concerned. 





| 
ARBITRATION PANELS 


IN 27 KEYS SET UP 





Arbitration panels for 27 key 
cities, comprising some 300 men of 
wide experience along these lines, 
were announced this week by the 
American Arbitration Association 
for the film industry. This action 
meant that every exchange area in 
U. S. had minimum panel re- 
quirement of 10 men and was able 
to proceed with any case arising in 
ithe film business since the consent 
decree was signatured last year. 

Panels of arbitrators were set for 

tlanta, Buffalo, Charlotte, 
Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dal- 
las, Denver, Detroit, Kansas City, 
Los Angeles, Memphis, Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis, Des Moines, New Or- 
leans, Oklahoma City, Omaha, 
Philadelphia, Salt Lake City, Port- 
land, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, San 
| Francisco, Washington and New 
| York. 

Largest single panel was that of 
the New York City area with the 
AAA picking 45 men to handle cases 
in N. Y. and Brooklyn as well as 
surrounding territory. 

Thus far the arbitration offices 
have received exactly four com- 
plaints from exhibitors unless a 
squawk from Cleveland is judged 
as legally coming within the scope 
| of the AAA just now. Cleveland 
'exhib’s complaint has been referred 
to the legal department because it 
}concerns a theatre which will not 
‘be completed until March 15. 


its 





| Rains Keep It Green: 


outdoor sets near Malibu | 
Young British actor, Roddy 


Zoning System 


the | 


oduct of the | 
All | 


Consent to K.0. Previews? 


* 





consent decree. 





tation of the rule. They contend 


| small profit, is a necessary part of 


Snealgpreviews may be prohibited under one interpretation of the 
Guinea pig experiments are forbidden by a elg 
which provides that no picture may be shown for profit before lg 
screened at a formal trade exhibition. 
Studio attorneys are preparing a protest against the strict interpre, 


that a sneak, although realizing ¢ 
production. 











Meredith Buzzes ‘Village’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Burgess Meredith replaced Spen- 
cer Tracy, who is ill, as narrator for 
‘The Forgotten Village,’ the John 
Steinbeck story produced in Mexico 
by Herbert Kline, who is now hos- 
pitalized with appendicitis. Lewis 
Milestone is pinch-hitting for Kline 
during the recording. 

Walter Wanger, Metro and 20th- 
Fox are reported interested in re- 
leasing the picture. 


Wanger Lands FDR 
As Speaker, via Radio, 











Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


Pitcure Arts and Sciences, headed 
by Prexy Walter Wanger, are tak- 
ing bows for having landed the 





| President of the United States to ad- | 


| dress the awards banquet, night of 
Feb. 27, with all networks carrying 
| the talk. 

It marks the first time that a Presi- 
| dent has spoken directly to the mo- 
tion picture industry. 
previous occasion was when Charles 
| Curtis, then vice-president, was 
guest at the annual awards banquet. 


| It developed that Wanger, on his 


a personal invitation to President 
| Roosevelt to attend the banquet, and 
failing in this the Academy prexy 
was successful in getting the Presi- 





banquet is in progress. 
Arrangements have already been 
made for loudspeakers outside the 
| Biltmore hotel, where the banquet 
| will be held, so that thousands un- 
able to crash the hotel where the 
| festivities are taking place will be 
| enabled to hear the talk. 


at the awards banquet, with reser- 
vations rapidly approaching the 
1,000 limit. 
| Farciot Edouart has been 
chairman of a committee to select 
the one production to receive the 
Academy award for special effects. 
Alfred Lunt and Lynne Fontanne, 
here with ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ 
will hand out statuettes to the best 
actor and actress at the Academy 
awards dinner. Quefhtin Reynolds 
ditto in the writers’ division. 


Old Meighan Pic for Hope 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Bob Hope’s new starrer at Para- 
mount is ‘Back Home and Broke,’ a 
modernized version of the old George 








Ade yarn filmed a generation ago 
| with Thomas Meishan. 
Picture follows ‘Nothing But the 


Truth,” in which Hope appears with 
Paulette Goddard. 





Studio Contracts 





Anne Barrett drew a stock player 


| Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
| 4 

| contract at Columbia. 

{ 

| 


Universal lifted Jeanne Kelly’s 
' player option. 
| Metro renewed Harold Ross as 


cameraman. 

Julia Bishop drew acting ticket at 
Warners. 
| Republic hoisted 
| player option. 
| Warners handed Faye Emerson a 
; contract. 
| Edward Brian signed to ride in 
; four Range Busters for Monogram 
release. 

Eddie Cronjager drew new cam- 
| eraman ticket at 20th-Fox. 


Marilyn Hare’s 


At Academy Banquet 


Officers of the Academy of Motion | 


The nearest | 


a | 


| recent trip to Washington, extended | 


dent’s promise that he would address | 
| the industry via the radio while the | 
| 
| 


Bob Hope has been named emcee 


Minnesota, Mpls, Again Talking 
Trust Suit; Esquire, Pix-less, Dark 





Minneapolis, Feb, 19, 
Instead of resorting to arbitratio 
the Middle States Corp. of Milwaue 
kee, operating the 4,000-seat Minne. 
sota here with a vaudfilm Policy, 
may wage a fight in the courts bes 
cause of inability to obtain majo, 
| screen product for the house, 


| Joe Rosenberg, Chicago attorney 
jhas been retained by the corpora. 
|tion, which also has the Riverside 
| Milwaukee, and he was here last 
| week to make a ‘survey’ of the loca] 

situation to determine what course 
to pursue. A damage suit against 
the film companies and the Minne. 
sota Amus. Co. (Par)- Mort H, 
Singer pool, which has practically 
all of the major product sewed up 
in the loop here, is under considera. 
| ton, it became known. 


| Rosenberg and his concern also 
were retained by the Benz Bros. of 
St. Paul, who operated the house 
for the owners with a similar vaud. 
film policy during an unsuccessful 
25-week period, The Benzes claimed, 
too, that their failure was due to 
major film distributors’ refusal to 
service the house, and they threat- 
ened a conspiracy damage suit. How- 
ever, when Minnesota Amus. made 
a deal for their Palace in the loop 
here the matter was dropped. 

E. J. Weisfeldt, 
|aging director, 
major product, 








Minnesota man- 
charges that much 
which his house 
should have, is being used up by 
|Par-Singer in the 15-25c 900-seat 
| Aster, where there are usually two 
changes a week or one every five 
days. However, the Aster is the 
|only Minneapolis loop first-run thea- 
|tre which doubles features and its 
| policy has been in effect for a num- 
ber of years. 
Esquire’s Beef 

| The Esquire, loop  sure-seater 
owned by Bennie Berger, independ- 
ent circuit operator, goes dark this 
week indefinitely because of inabil- 
ity to obtain satisfactory screen 
product. Berger says he’s going be- 
fore the arbitration board in a fight 
for pictures. 

Berger recently took back the 
house from Irving Gillman who had 
bought it Gillman also 
closed it because of product diffi- 
culties, : 


named | 


LACROSSE’S $1,476,900 
- SUIT VS. PAR RESUMES 


Madison, Wis., Feb. 18. 

| LaCrosse Theatre Co.’s $1,476,900 
antitrust suit against Paramount and 
others is again up in Federal court 
here, trial having been resumed yes- 
terday (Monday) before Judge Pat- 
rick T. Stone after having been re- 
| cessed since last Nov. 6 when plain- 
| tiff's counsel, Robert A. Hess, of Mil- 
waukee, suffered a collapse. He 
now fully recovered. 

Court proceedings are starting all 
over again, practically from scratch, 
with a new jury being 
restatement of the case for its bene- 
fit from counsel on both sides, ana 
new instructions from the judge 
The often delayed case is now ex- 
pected to be fought out te its con- 
clusion, with trial occupying several 
weeks. 
| Eddie Ruben, a defendant, and 
‘president of Wellworth Theatres of 
Wisconsin, organized allegedly by 
Paramount to build the new Holly- 
‘wood theatre in LaCrosse, who had 
just started to tell his story when 
the case was previously before the 
court, is the first witness to be called 
in the new trial. 

Ruben is alleged to have entered 
LaCrosse as a representative of Pat 
in a ‘freezeout’ attempt to purchase 
'LaCross Theatres holdings at an In 
| adequate price. Failing in this, it 

charged that the Hollywood was 
built and the plaintiff thereafter de- 
prived of the product to which ™ 
had heretofore had exclusive rights 
jin the town, 
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selected, a 
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Newsreels Mull Spot News Plan 


To Enhance Their Value for ’41-42 


—_—_— 


Transformation of newsreels, from 
ent setup of 10 to 12 items per 
handed exhibitors twice weekly, 
a news service selling national 
local news events on a short 
feature rental basis looms for the 
1941-42 season. Consent decree pro- 
visions may hurry its actual arrival 
of an extensive scale. Whether news- 
reels in current pattern and twice-a- 
will continue, once the news 


pres 


issue 
into 
and 


weck 


gervice idea catches on, is receiving | 


consideration already by newsreel 
executives and shorts sales managers. 

Basically the new newsreel co ver~ 
age idea is for sweeping treatment 
of any outstanding news event, 
whether of national import or merely 
vita] for one particular locality. This 
would include nationally known grid 
games, big pro football contests, 
major conflagrations, disasters, on a 
nationwide story such as the presi- 
dent's inauguration. Two and three 
reels would be devoted to such cov- 
erage, with the subjects usually sold 
on short feature terms. 

This is something many newsreel 
editors have advocated for years but 
only recently have been able to get 
any place in convincing top execu- 
tives. Newsreel chiefs long have 
urged getting away from set pattern 
employed today while advancing the 
{dea that something must be done to 
obtain additional money for their 
subjects. 

Recent tests of the news service 
plan are said to have convinced some 
salesmen that there’s real gold in the 
newsreel hills’ if accorded full cov- 
erage in one subject. Whether the 
consent decree has any material 
effect or not (many in the industry 
feel it will have), the 
using the newsreel as a ‘slug’ or a 
giveaway to accompany 
product appears on the way out. 

Grid Games Big B.O. 

Two football games last season are 
now credited with being eye-openers 
On possibilities of this news servic- 
ing. First was the Boston College- 
Georgetown game in Boston. 
that the contest proved a sensational 
gridiron battle decided by one point 
enabled two newsreel outfits to make 
terrific boxoffice of their full foot- 
age. One company put out a 40- 
minute subject while another de- 
voted 45 minutes to the game. The 
newsreels did this as a service to 
exhibitors but were convinced that 
{t would not happen again on the 
usual newsreel rentals. 

Second affair was the Boston Col- 
lege triumph over Tennessee in the 
Sugar Bowl game. At least one 
newsreel! made three reels of this 
contest and sold it on short features 
terms to Mullins & Pinanski and 
several other metropolitan circuits 
touching Boston and adjoining terri- 
tory. One newsreel is reputed to 
have grossed $10,000 on this bow! 
game, with cops needed to hold back 


crowds at the South Boston station 
newsreel theatres and several other 
houses 

It's no trade secret that several 


newsreels 1 
additional 


are laying plans for 
news service shorts of this 


1OW 


sort. One is preparing to cash in 
one several outstanding spring festi- 
vals, which in the past have been 
handled in 500 feet, with the exhibi- 
tors getting the film merely as a 
service. Initially, the reels are con- 


templating such shorts only for sure- 
fire events in localized areas, where 
admittedly top money will be $8,000 
to $10,000. 


Sales Resistance 


Bales resistance, naturally, is ex- 
pected from exhibitors because it {s 
something new and will cost money. 
However, the ability of such shorts 
to supplant a second feature on a 
dual bill as a boxoffice draw is fig- 
ured the sales angle. Prelim esti- 
mates are that curiosity regarding 
6n-the-spot news will prove a box- 
office magnet. 

Besides 


outstanding national and 
world 


news events, top 


en prizefights, annual grid 
Ow! contests and similar athletic 


storie would come within the scope 
of this i@éws service, 


+ 


old era of! 


feature 


Fact | 


‘ football , 
games, unusual baseball and hockey | 





‘U Sells Away Again in L.A 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 
Universal has again sold away 
|from its regular Los Angeles first- 
run accounts, Pantages and RKO- 
Hillstreet, and has closed with the 
| Paramount, Los Angeles, for first- 
run of ‘Buck Privates,’ starting (27). 
Company hag sold away from the 
Pantages-RKO several times during 
| the 1940-41 season, being prompted 








| to do so by piling up of product for | 


the regular accounts which play 
| RKO first-run and a selection of Co- 
|lumbia pictures. U opens its ‘Back 
| Street’ at the Pan and RKO (28) for 
possible two-week run. 





20THS FLOCK 
OF MUSICALS 


-_- = 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


Musile grows more and more pre- 
dominant on the 20th-Fox lot, with 
|three tuners in work and a dozen 
more in preparation. Currently in 
the sound tracks are ‘The Great 
American Broadcast,’ ‘Sun Valley’ 
and ‘Miami.’ ‘ 

In the offing are ‘The Band Played 
On,’ ‘Song and Dance Man,’ ‘Rise 
and Shine,” ‘Panama Blues.’ ‘A 





Straight Left,” ‘Pearl Harbor Pearl,’ | 
‘Songs of the Islands,’ ‘Man Alive,’ | 


‘I Won't Dance,’ ‘Stand 
Cheer,’ ‘Coast to Coast’ 
Team.’ 


Up and 
and ‘Dance 


2 CLAIM ‘DR. EHRLICH’ 


Alvin R. Harnes, physician, and 
Howard A. Gray, film research man, 
filed suit Friday (14) in N-Y. 


for the alleged plagiarism 
idea in ‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet.’ 

Plaintiffs claim that they worked 
on the possibility of a screen story 
of Dr. lich’s research work on 
venereal diseases in 1936, and sub- 
mitted it to the film company which 
offered to pay if the story was used. 
The film, starring Edward G. Rob- 


Thy 
mee 


inson, was based on their idea, plain- | 


The suit was originally 
filed in N.Y. supreme court, and then 
shifted to the federal because of 
diversity of citizenship. 


tiffs assert. 


Greek Drive in Theatres 
Starting on March 25 
Radio City Music Hall i 5 


J 
the first 
, f 


+ 7 


theatre to have pledged itself to col 
lect funds in the lobby during the 
week of March 25 for the Greek 
War Relief campaign being carried 
out under the chairmanship of 
Adolph Zukor Hope of Zuko) is to 
enroll every theatre in the country) 
during the final week of March in 
the industry-wide drive to raise 
money for the Greeks. 


Film 
a direct quota basis by the various 
division managers throughout the 
country. 
of the exhibitor 
Sears chairman 
division. Sam 
producer unit. 


Another GF for Universal 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

General Film Co., headed by Law- 
rence Fox, closed a deal to produce 
another picture for Universal, fol- 
lowing completion of ‘The Man Who 
Lost Himself,’ which wound up last 


branch 
of the 
Goldwyn 


distributing 
heads the 


week under direction of Edward | 
Ludwig. 
Fox is mulling Universal story 


' properties for his next production. 


FILM IDEA, SUING WB. 


fed- | 
eral court against Warner Bros. Pic- | 
; tures, Inc., seeking $75,000 damages | 
of their | 


houses are being placed on | 


John H. Harris is chairman | 
and Grad |! 


—_————_-.-_- 


ALLIED WOULD 
~—LESISUITE IT 


Proposed Minnesota Law, If | 
It Goes Through, Would 
Kayo U. S. Blocks-of-Five ‘Lady 





Enactment in That State 


20% CANCELLATION 


Minneapolis, Feb. 18. 

Taking the lead in a move to 
knock the props from under the con- 
sent decree’s plan of selling in 
groups of five, Northwest Allied on 
Monday (17) engineered the intro- 
duction into the Minnesota state leg- 
islature of a proposed law which 
would compel distributers to 
their entire season’s product to ex- 
hibitors in one block, the same as at 
present, 

If the measure is enacted, distribu- 
tors also would be required to giv 
exhibitors a minimum of 20%: can- 
cellation privilege and the forcing of 
shorts, serials, newsreels, foreigns, 
trailers, westerns and reissues would 
be made illegal. 





violation and conviction, a maximum 
fine of $1,000, a year in state prison, 
or both. 

At the same time, the independent 
exhibitors’ organization issued a 
statement that the bill will be vigor- 
ously pressed for passage during the 
current legislation session, and 
‘wholehearted support and indorse- 
ment’ for the measure is requested of 
every theatre owner. Organization 
leaders do not anticipate any opposi- 
tion from the film companies. 

Out-of-Town Situations 

The statement declares that North- 
west Allied is ‘firm and unalterable’ 
in its opinion that out-of-town situ- 
ations, many of which are hundreds 
of miles from the Minneapolis ex- 
change center, as well as Twin City 
subsequent-run exhibitors, ‘will be 


} 
the 
Lii¢ 


season’s output with a cancellation 
privilege of 20°, and with no forcing 
| of shorts, than in attempting to oper- 
ate under the consent decree’s terms.’ 

Before having the bill introduced, 
it also was explained, there was ‘a 
thorough canvass of the question of 
| constitutionality the com- 
and due process clauses of the 


involving 


merce 


Constitution.’ 
| The bill’s preamble charges that 
producer-distributors impose ‘arbi- 


trary terms and conditions’ and that, 
in this connection, the independent 
exhibitor in Minnesota ‘has Been 
compelled as a condition precedent 
to licensing feature pictures also to 
license’ short 
trailers, serials, 


western pictures far 


subjec ts, newsreels. 
reissues, foreign and 
in excess of his 


needs or requirements 


It's also charged In the preamble 
that Minnesota independent exhibit- 
ors have been ‘unable to cancel fea- 
ture motion pictures injurious and 
damaging to his business’ and ‘to 
play picture nde yle and harm- 
ful to the pub 

‘Block Booking Best’ 

The nreambtle a ) a le e 
long-¢ bl ed t ! ‘ yf 
licen feature ? ) es f 
a fu easo! esse l ) e best 
nterests of e pro t 
+ < ePY hyi4 ’ " he ® B ; 
+ 8 y ! r } } t} ¢ ¢ ‘ 
producer - distributors’ conditions 
‘have subjected independent exhibit- 


ors to unfair disadvantages, 
ing him from responding to the com- 
munity and local public influences 
and preferences with respect to the 
selection of desirabie feature motion 
picture films and are inimical to pub- 
lic welfare and against public policy.’ 
In the bill the term ‘season,’ as ap- 
nlies to an entire season’s output of 
films, is defined as ‘a period of 12 
months, as may be selected by the 
producer-distributor, provided, how- 
ever, that there shall no lapse of 
time between the termination of one 
| season and the start of the next.’ 
Relative to cancellation, it is speci- 
fied as follows: ‘Such cancellation 
| shall be made preportionately among 
| the several price brackets, if there 
_ be such price brackets in the license 
agreement. Any number of cancel- 


prevent- 


sell | 


The bill provides, as a penalty for | 


CK-SELLIN 








—we 


Partners Split, One Can’t Use His 
New Detroit Nabe for 4 More Yrs. 


e 





Be Good,’ remake of the 


| Broadway musical, rolled yesterday | 


|(Mon.) at Metro under direction of 
Norman McLeod, with Eleanor Pow- 
lel! in the outstanding dance num- 
| ber, ‘Fascinating Rhythm.’ 





Recording of the musical numbers 
started last week under supervision 
| Of Roger Edens and Georgie Stoll. 

‘Lady’ Gets the Berrys 

Berry Bros., Negro terp pair, were 
inked by Metro last week and 
shipped to the Coast on Sunday (16). 
They'll appear in a remake of the 
musical, ‘Lady Be Good.’ 

Pair was last seen on Broadway 
at the Paramount about six weeks 
ago and have worked frequently at 
the Apollo, Harlem. 


TO DROP 2,000 
MORE EXTRAS 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Understood that all extras who 
worked less than 20 days last year 
will be dropped from the list. Elim- 
ination of 2,000 more 
lieved under consideration in order 
to set up a preferential list of 4,500 
day workers. 

Producers and Screen Actors Guild 
Standing Committee has already 
sheared from the rolls all those who 


| worked less than 10 days during the 


past year, but the cut was not suf- 


| ficient to provide regular work for 


infinitely better off buying an entire 


those who depend on the industry 
for a livelihood. 


FLYNN ARRIVES FOR 
‘DIVE BOMBER’ AT WB 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


Errol Flynn, who couldn’t get air 
reservations from Honolulu, arrives 
by steamer tomorrow (Wed.) to start 
work in aé flying picture, ‘Dive 


Bomber,’ at Warners, 


Michael Curtiz is directing the 
film, with backgrounds shot at the 
Naval air training station at Pensa- 
cola ,Fla. 


tions to which an exhibitor is en- 


titled may be made from the lowest 
price bracket at the exhibitor’s op- 
tion. The right to cancellation shall 
not be effective unless the exhibitor 
‘ rcise ch right by giving notice 
the f to the distributor within 15 
y bel notified of the pic 
ture | The t to can- 
€ t De i a ii a ex- 
f e or af the of 
d ‘ f ( e! 
! ft i 
A ic Ens . 4 
t qd the en yr 
D f t of I act 
] De { Bo He it of 
the ri ( € Oo! 
ive! f l corpol n who nave 
ted in ch violation, or who 
have authorized, ordered or done the 
acts or omissions constituting in 


whole or in part such violation, and 
upon conviction thereof any such di- 


rectors, officers or ‘agents shall be 


punished by fine or imprisonment. or | 


both, as provided in this section.’ 

It is declared in the bill that any 
provision of (film con- 
tract) which is contrary to any pro- 
visions of this act is hereby declared 
against publie policy and void.’ Fur- 
the bill asserts, ‘if any 

provision of this act is declared un- 
| constitutional or the applicability 

thereof to any person or circum- 
stances is held invalid, the validity 
of the remainder of the act 
applicability of such provision 
other persons and ci 


Ter 


any license 


thermore, 


rcumstances 


hal} } P B thaeeates * 
shall not be a ted thereby. 


extras is be- | 





‘ b 
Lady Be Good’ Starts Detvelt, Fob. 30. 
Ready to open in two weeks and 
——a almost completely equipped, the 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. Carmen theatre here has been 


blacked out by a Circuit Court in- 
junction. Under the terms of the 
| court order the expensive new nabe 
'can’t go into operation for another 
four years because it was built too 
| near the house of an ex-partner., 


The action grew out of the split-up 
of Joseph Stoia and Joseph Mis- 
Kinis as partners. When they went 
separate ways they made an agree- 
ment on Feb. 16, 1940, that Miskinis, 
who retained the Alden, was not to 
operate a theatre within four miles 
of the two houses which Stoia kept, 
the Midway and Circle, for a period 
of five years, 


Ever since the Carmen has started 
up there has been litigation. First 
it was contended Miskinis was the 
backer working through relatives. 
However, at the recent hearing 
| Stoia’s attorney took a new tack in 
| which it was contended that Mis- 
| Kinis still had an interest in the new 
| theatre despite the lack of proof of 
direct ownership. 

The court held that last year 
when Miskinis, after the first litiga- 
tion, withdrew from the Carmen 
project he started construction of 
two other houses and made unusual 
advances to Philip Gorelick and Ben 
Marshall, the builders, who con- 
tinued the construction of the Car- 
men. The court decided that these 
advances were just another way for 
Miskinis to put money into the Car- 
, men. 

It ruled that the Carmen can’t be 
used until five years from the date 
of the original agreement, or until 
Feb. 16, 1945. 


‘QUALITY’ PIX POLICY 
DISPLACED BY SEXER 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 18. 











, after 


and the | 
to | 


E. M. Loew's Embassy ended ‘films 
of proven merit’ policy 
seven-weeks try 
switching Sunday to 
‘Secrets of a Model,’ at 


last week 
at 10-15c, 
sex film, 

20c_ top. 
House’s previous policies made tough 
going for quality 

Two 


pictures, 


groups are angling for the 
Embassy with plans to return to 


stage shows, provided City Fathers, 


who closed out dirty burlesque a 
year ago, will grant a license, Pro- 
posed shows would be ‘musical 
comedy’ with burlesque flavor. Out- 
fit operating burlesque now in 
Bridgeport and Waterbury, Conn., 
reported to have an option contin- 


gent on obtaining a license. Counter- 


project would be 


locally bankrolled. 


Cooper, Bracken Out 
Of ‘Aldrich’ Series 


Holl 1, Feb. 18 

J Lvydo replaces Jackie 
( ‘ f € Henr Aldrich’ 
picture it Paran { At ime 
time E e Bracke ») portrayed 
Diz: 1 fj t » fi of e 
erie ill be replaced by Charley 
Smith 

‘Henry and Dizzy’ is title for the 
next Aldrich which Sol C. Siegel 


produces. 


Brandt Scatters ‘Baines’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
‘Scattergcod Baines,’ produced by 
Jerry Brandt for RKO release, is 


about to continue as a series through 
an arrangement between Brandt and 
the author, Clarence Budington Kel- 


land. Deal calls for three films a 
year. 
Guy Kibbee, Emma Dunn, Willie 


Best and Francis Trout are slated to 
play in ali the pictures, with changes 
jin the romantic leads. 
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National Interest in ‘9 O'Clock Plan 


Although N. Y. Results Still Vague 





Reason Enough 


—_—_—_— 


Miami, Feb. 18. 


Universal is reputed to have 
spent $36,000 on the Miami Beach 
premiere of ‘Back Street,’ a pie 
whose only connection with that 
city occurs somewhere in reel 
five when one of stars observes: 


Loew's New England Managerial 
Shifts; Other Theatres-Exchanges 





Boston, Feb. 18. 


While still too early to tell whether | turned out to be much more of a , operation of the Woodies last wee 














; : F ‘ a ‘I wish we were in Miami right With the promotion of Edward and intends to run both spots. w 
business will be increased to any|™ajor factor than was — neue McBride, manager of Loew's State, | vet exhib, retired from the business 
extent under the plan of showing| Manager David Idzal, through in- | Providence, to Loew's State, Boston, | following the sale of his hous 

plan s g . ; ‘ e. 
main features at 9 or 9:30 p.m., it is | terviews, letters, compliments on succeeding Fred Greenway, who has 


an innovation to cause its acceptance 
throughout the entire industry in 


about six months. Already it is un- 
der wide study throughout the coun- 
try, while also exhibs are watching 
and checking on the results in New 
York and other spots where tried. 


While expected to be generally 
adopted, it is felt that for some 
houses there is little, if anything, to 
gain by rescheduling the shows, 
notably for certain theatres in down- 
town sections or for houses that do 
not grind later than 11 or so any- 
way. Also, such as in downtown 
N. Y. where transportation is no 
problem and very often a transient 
trade means considerable, the time 
the No. 1 feature goes on doesn’t 


mean so much. Again, it is found. 


in some cities that business people 
will come in around 10 o’clock un- 


'the single feature, discovered a wide 
believed the policy will prove suf-/| section of the public burned about 
ficiently valuable on many counts as | having to sit in a theatre until mid- 
When they went out for an 
evening the males reported they 
|liked to catch a good picture and 
then head for a night club, beer 


| night. 


PAR’S SPECIAL BALLY 
DRIVE FOR ‘LADY EVE? 


Increasing the campaign budget to 





‘garden, bowling alley, all sorts of ‘over average, Paramount plans spe- 


places to round out the evening. 
| Oddly 


i ond feature, the Fox is catching ad- 
ditional support for 
the second week. 
would not normally be a good mat- 


/out. Matinees heid up and the real 
strength came nights. 

Saturday’s business with ‘Western 
Union’ was $600 better than with 


! 
} 


der the old policy to catch the main | ‘Arizona,’ $800 better than ‘Hudson 


film before going home. 
where patronage is drawn from fair 


distances by car, operators believe | 


In areas | 


Bay,’ $200 above ‘Zoro’ and $900 


|above ‘Brigham Young’. 
indicated that the policy, 


Idzal 


the rescheduling to throw the top proven with both a strong femme 


feature on at around 9 is more de- 
sirable, however. 


Loew’s is in the second week with 


politan New York houses, while 
RKO last week moved the policy to 
numerous additional operations for 
a total of 33. In both companies it 
is noted that audience reaction is 
favorable but until comparisons on | 
business and pictures over a period 
of weeks can be checked, it cannot 
be said what the difference in eve- 
ning grosses will be. Neither of 
these circuits will move the policy 
to additional theatres, including in 


| weeks 
No. 1 features at 9 p.m. in 31 metro- | 





out-of-town situations, until a more 
reliable study of results can be ob- 
tained in N. Y. 


picture and now with a male pic- 
ture, would continue except on the 
when both pictures were 


enough, with a_ western, 
|*Western Union’ as the top picture, 
and ‘Blondie Goes Latin’ as the sec- 


its scheme in 
While a western | 


inee draw because of the preferences 
of women, the other picture adds | 
compensation and this is more than 
‘balanced up by the soloing of the 
western at night when the men pour | 


weak or there was a good second 


feature like ‘Night Train,’ which 


slipped 


nanza bill now and then. ‘The pub- 


, lic will take two good ones when 


they won’t take one good and a bad 
one,’ he explained. 





Seattle’s Idea 
Seattle, Feb. 18. 
Playing to No. 1 picture of a dual 


;at the ‘better hour’ is winning con- 


verts hereabouts, but nothing much 


has yet been done about it. 
Large independent circuits in the | y 


Frank H. Newman, president of 


| only lacked names, which would be | 
in to give the fans a bo-! 


cial treatment for ‘Lady Eve,’ but is 
not seeking dates at increased ad- 
missions, it is stated. 


Picture opens at the Paramount, 
N. Y., Feb. 26 and then goes into 10 
selected keys March 14 with special 
campaigns laid out and field exploi- 
teers assigned to get on top of the 
engagements. The following week 
(March 21) it goes into 20 additional 
cities, all of them also to be covered 
by Par exploitation men. 


‘Letter’ Ad One of Best 





In 1940, Says Starch 





Ad by Warner Bros. for Bette 
Davis in ‘The Letter’ rates as one of 
the top pieces of copy and art for 
the year 1940 in a report by Daniel 
Starch, advertising research outfit. 
Starch makes regular studies for ad- 
vertising agencies on effectiveness of 
their insertions. 

Particular ad cited by Starch ap- 
peared in the December Cosmopoli- 
tan mag and pictured Miss Davis 


against a bamboo screen. It contained | 


, only 52 words of copy, including the 





signature. 





Par’s Special Shorts 
Exploiter Under Morgan 








Manny Reiner has been appointed | 
to the Paramount short subject de- | 


partment to take charge of public- 


ity, a post created as result of the | 


been transferred from Loew’s north- 
eastern division to the Loew Poli 
division in Connecticut, Jack Simons 
of Loew’s Poli, Hartford, has been 
promoted to manager of Loew’s 
State, Providence. Lou Cohen, man- 
ager of the Palace, Hartford, moves 
up to Simons’ place. 


Other enone in Loew’s north- | 
i 


eastern division include: James Tib- 
betts, from treasurer of Loew’s Or- 
pheum, Boston, to asst. manager of 
Loew’s State, Boston, replacing Ed- 
mund Howard, resigned; Emil Wer- 
etelnyk, former assistant treasurer, 
promoted to Tibbetts’ job at the 
Orpheum; and Tom Foley, chief of 
services at the State, Boston, suc- 
ceeds Weretelnyk; Fred Lynn be- 
comes chief of services at Loew’s 
State, Boston. 

Joe Ehrlich, formerly manager of 
the Gayety, Boston, is now handling 
publicity and exploitation for ‘Fan- 
tasia’ here at the Majestic. 

Ehrlich succeeds Jack Goldstein, 
who handled the smash opening 
campaign and who now goes to De- 
troit and then to Washington for 
Walt Disney productions. 





Drive Realizes $60,000 


Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 

Frank L. McNamee, ex-RKO ex- 
change manager and director of the 
recent Infantile Paralysis campaign, 
reported that the drive netted $60,- 
000, topping an all-time record and 
more than doubling the amount 
raised in 1940. 

A. J. Vanni, in charge of out-of- 
town theatres for the Stanley-War- 
ner circuit, now making his head- 
quarters again in the home office. 
Other changes: Jack Mulhall, in 
charge of the Reading, Chester, Wil- 
mington district; Mort Levine, Lan- 
caster-York-Hanover district. 
following were chosen city mana- 
gers: Joe Murdock, Camden; Joe 
Bergen, Chester: Ray O’Connell, 
Lancaster; Lou Black, Wilmington, 


| and Paul Harvey, York. 


Ted Minsky now out-of-town 
booker at Vitagraph exchange. 

Latest to join the colors along film 
row are Joe Forman, Warners; Al 
Holmstock, UA, and Naurice Rosen, 


The | 


William E. Kane, son of th 
John B. (Pop) Kane, has take 
the operation of his father’s Nemo 
in Pitcairn. The younger Kane a 
school teacher, has been out of the 
exhibition field for several years, a}. 
though he had formerly assisted the 
elder Kane, who did suddenly of g 
heart attack early last month. Rox 
in Natrona is being operated by Mrs, 
Anna Neaman, widow of Samue] 
Neaman, who died several weekg 
ago. She’s being assisted by a broth. 
er-in-law, Lou Padolf, one-time film 
salesman. 

Crown Film Co., indie exchange 
managed by Max Shulgold, formerly 
with RKO and FN, has just secured 
the local franchise for distributing 
Select Pictures. Select, according to 
Shulgold, has announced 16 films for 
this season, first of which will be 
Leon Janney in ‘Adolescence.’ 

The long-rumored new nabe in 
Crafton Heights will be a certainty 
within the next few months. Ace 
cording to reliable Film Row sources 
construction on a 400-seat spot will 
get under way shortly, with Charles 
Philbrook backing the project. He’s 
the former Sheraden exhibitor, 

John Currie, who joined National 
Theatre Supply here five years ago, 
has returned to local branch as tem. 
porary manager, and will remain 
here until the ailing E. B. Morton ig 
able to return to active duty. Phy- 
sicians have ordered Morton to take 
long rest. A. F. Baldwin, of NTS’s 
home office, has gone back to New 
York following Currie’s assignment 
here. 

Briefies: Bob Finkel, son of South- 
side exhib, has switched frorn Mono. 
gram to the RKO lot in Hollywood, 
An actor and graduate of Carnegie 
Tech drama school, he’s learning the 
pix piz from ground up....E. W. 
Smith resigned his managerial berth 


€ late 
n Over 





with Mervis Bros. circuit. Ditto LL, 
Butler with Sam Gould theatres... 
Alvin Seiler closed his Film Row 


theatre supply house and now oper- 
ating again from his original head- 
quarters in Greensburg, Pa....C. J. 
Latta, assistant zone manager for WB 
here. vacationing in Hollywood with 


Greater N. ¥. —s oer preparing to) Hamrick-Evergreen circuits, has an | 
fall in line, including such leading | 
double-billing chains as Brandt | 


wife and daughter. 


, vonsent decree and the added neces- 
idea all his own and it is about to be | sity for giving shorts special atten- 
tried at least in Spokane and smaller | tion. He started Monday (17) under 
meee. pvaeee, Cocalis and Century | towns about the state. Except Fri-| Oscar Morgan, who was recently in- 
ae mn i ies Maite |days and Saturdays, his idea is to pewy-gyee as sales manager over shorts | 

randts is taking the initiative 1n end the shows by 11 p.m., this being | and newsreel. : 7. 
N. Y. with experiments with the 9) a ‘time saving’ idea these defense Par had not had a shorts sales deel Sale ae stibeataaini waned 
p.m. policy in the Town and Alden, | and work days. It calls for the No. 1 | ¢,,. about 10 years Wilmer B. Huffman replaces J. | 
N. Y., and at the Sutter, Brooklyn.| pix starting at 9:10-9:20 p.m. and - | Lester Stallman as manager of S-W 

Morgan also appointed Monroe R. | 


If working out satisfactorily, Brandts | winding up the show so folks can | t. | theatres in Reading. Stallman will 
will convert all of its double-billers Goodman, for several years associ-| manage the Astor in that town, 


o home early. In fact, the idea may | coe 
into the same policy. = J ated with him in Paramount’s south- 


son of Sam Rosen, Monogram ex- 
change boss. 

Cecil Felt, who was guest of honor 
at a ‘farewell party’ that fizzled be- 
cause he was turned down by the 
draft board, gave a ‘reciprocal party’ | 





Yorke, Kupper’s Swing 

Gabe Yorke and Bill Kupper left 
Sunday (16) for the Coast to make a 
tour of far-western exchanges for 
20th-Fox. Kupper is western sales 
manager. Yorke, who has been in 
New York, a week, has just been 
|placed in charge of promotion-ex- 
ploitation for z0th on the Coast. 




















: : : which switches frorn S-W operation ‘é 

Warners, which is placing the top | Mg ag peered a - |ern division, as his assistant in the | to that of Harry J. Schad. Warners W. & V. Reopen One 
feature on screens in the New Jersey} a) Rosenberg, theatre mer. for | 5SOrt features department. Good- | be ay the State, Reading, as Reading, Pa., Feb. 18. 
territory at 9 or 9:30 o’clock, is re- | Ryergreen, Savane 0 or 0:96 p.m. start | man has been with Par for 11 years, | enent pore a ee The former Arcadia, reconstructed 
ported planning it for the Ohio area | ¢,, the No. 1, and in his jurisdiction | much of it spent at the home Office. | i. vates tank tee widow ot Sue A deoige Mh ae — a 
where duals are used. WB has been |... Spokane, Wenatchee, Olympia nmMyY | w ‘ . ollowing 


spotting the No. 1 film at the more 
convenient evening hours for some- 
time now in N. J. 
delphia circuit remains single-bill. 
Detroit’s Answer 
Detroit, Feb. 18. 
Solution’ of the twin-bill evil lies 


in giving the bargain-hunting mat- | 


|and the medium-sized towns about 


| the state. 
Its large Phila- | gy 


‘Double feature lovers can 
come early and see both; the single- 


|tons can go leisurely after dinner 
|and get home early—by 11 p.m. or 


shortly thereafter,’ he summarizes it. 
In Tacoma the folks are not 
like to 


so | 


| 


| WEEKS’ RODEO TIEUP 


|‘Arizona’ Filming in Tucson During 
Festivities 


George Weeks will take advantage 


see both | Of the rodeo in Tucson, Ariz., start- 


Jones., bandleader at the house, who 
died two weeks ago. 

Industry tosses a testimonial to 
Paramount’s Earle Sweigert and 
Ulrik Smith at Hote? Warwick Feb. 


21 in honor of their recent promo- | 


tions. 
Showmen Clubbers honored their 
past president at dinner last night 


| (Mon.) at the Vine street clubhouse. | 





move the Warner State here closed 
down last week to undergo similar 
rebuilding. Otis B. Kyger manag- 
ing the new Ritz. Police is first-run 
pictures, 





‘Kitty Foyle’ Bally 
| RKO has appropriated $650 to be 


y : choosey and they | Sesbalie F : Ld. : paid as prizes to winners of a ‘Kitty 

( inee fans what they want and the! pictures, reports Fred Gamble, man- | /28 Friday (21), to film one of the; Arcadia getting refurbishing. Foyle’ contest which is open to any- 
evening crowds their preference ager of the Lakewood theatre. |‘Range Buster’ western series he one who thinks they look like Ginger 
rather than in time-juggling of fea- | makes for Monogram release and Keating to Seattle | Rogers. 


tures, is the conclusion of the Fox | 


theatre here which will continue its 
policy of double features for mat- 





DET. CHAIN EXPANDING 


|grab a flock of publicity for his 
|troupe. Weeks is moving a crew to 
|Tucson and will shoot the film in 


, Seattle, Feb. 18. 
William Keating, recently with 
Public in Minneapolis, is more new 


The 19 RKO houses putting 
}on the stunt are asking hopefuls to 
submit photographs of themselves to 
the managers. A number of girls in 





: : 4 full view o2 the thousands of visitors | blood brought into this burg by | each theatre will be chosen to appear 

ae and soloing its top feature ad MICKEY MOUSE PARTIES who pour into the town for the fes- Sterling chain. He’s new mer. at| on the stage when the audience will 

night. , tivities. ‘Range Busters’ themselves Roosevelt, succeeding Mat Nighton, | decide who’s mort like Miss Rogers. 
Experiment here brought out ne sg gare <e87 - ’| who becomes city manager at the - - 


|Ray Corrigan, John King and Max | 


many significant facts including the ‘ x Dallas. Oregon, for the two eae y Ss 
ay CS B Detroit, Feb. 18. | Terhune, will also be grand marshals | p; (Sterli hous West, Ex-Screeno 
answer to why polls showed that , ‘ . anz (Sterling) houses. George B. West. Monogr fran- 
ict oted for single fea Having tossed a nifty birthday of the rodeo parade. | Joe Rosenfield, recently made a amas idee aaa Ge ae eeeee 
ic y r f a= 3 ; ‘ ’ : “ . »h , ho moved ’ Ni 
cease oat ge Ar gy oe ", party for Mickey Mouse—to attend-/ fFijm will be ‘T dow | operations mgr. for Sterling, former- | ©Pise holder who moved to the Coast 
tures but failed to support such a J Ms ilm will be umbledown Ranch pect Pigs Bis , sg several months ago. has disposed of 
; . : ant overflow crowds of small fry—|jn Arizona’ and is based on official | Y aS with Public in Twin Cities, pro. Ramage Phe 


policy. 

Consensus of the vote at the 5,000- 
seat, downtown house here was 4% 
to one in favor of the single feature. 


Inited > it Theaire is in ; . . 
United Detroit Theaires is repeating | rodeo song of the University of Ari- 


in its nabes with a birthday party 
for Donald Duck. The gag threat- 
ens to go right on into Pluto the Pup, 


zona. It will include the 50 voices 
of the University glee club. 


and more recently with 
as city mgr. in Spokane. 


Stebbins’ Gift 


Evergreen 





his interests as eastern distributor of 
|Screeno to Dave and Jack Dietz, 
|latter known in the fight fitm field. 
Mono franchises in which West is in- 
| terested are those in St. Louis, Cin- 





However, when those figures were etic, ——— Detroit. Feb. 18. cinnati and Kansas City. 
broken down it developed that the The stunt is featured for Saturday | Corrigan’s Personals on sag? of his son, Richard, | —_ 

vias’ . die seem a ee ee ale ors nities ai 3 Ae “hy on aN | Walter . Stebbins, owner of the| P ‘ 
evening crowds were overwhelming-| matinees. Basing the shows on the | Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 18. Film Exchange building here Be | Levine’s Cleve. Operation 

7 j j : 7 ? > . ‘ . ’ | ‘ . 4d ile ’ nad m . 4 
ly for single bills by a vote of 10 | fact that an ‘anniversary’ has rolled| Ray (Crash) Corrigan and his, ed two new projectors to the Detroit |_. Marty Levine, associated with the 
to one, while the afternoon trade : 


favored the double bill. It was proof 
that there are two distinct forms of 
theatregoers, with the daytime 
crowd taking all they can get for 
their money while the 
crowds want something good and 
not too much of it. 

Although the Fox was using ‘Back 
Street,’ a strong femme picture for 
the experimental run, the 
showed that male attendance was 
boosted heavily. Where 





test | 


males | 
dumped their wives off at double-| 


around—Mickey Mouse has been on 
the screen for seven years—the the- 
atres load up the bill with Mickey 
shorts. Then they set up a birthday 


| cake in the lobby and an autograph 
evening | 


book which the youngsters sign and 
which is sent to Mickey Mouse. 


Admiral OK’s Film 


Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 





troupe touring Carolina theatres in 
connection with their pictures. 


Radio Quiz as B.0. Hypo 


As a means of hypoing business 
Tuesday nights, RKO is putting on 
a quiz broadcast that night at 9 p.m. 
for 30 minutes from the stage via 
| WWRL, Woodside, L. I. 














The sta- 


A special screening of ‘Flight | tion puts on the quiz, getting people 





| exchange, 


Variety Club. 
be used to extend the plentiful free 
shows which the club is providing 
here in the numerous orphanages, 
old folks’ homes and hospitals. 





Frankel’s Main Line Chore 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 
Milton Frankel, asst. booker in WB 
upped to sales post by 


| branch manager Harry Seed.He'll take 


over Main Line territory, which has 
been without representative since 
D. F. (Dinty) Moore was elevated to 


| the office managership some months 


The equipment will | 


Brandt circuit in New York, has 
taken over the Lake, Cleveland, from 
Warner Bros. as an operation of his 
own. Brandts do not figure in cone 
nection with the Lake in any manner 
but Levine remain with the chain. 

In Cleveland last week, Levine 
took possession of the Lake an 
opened his aegis Friday (14) with 
‘The Virgin Bride.’ 





Lumpkin’s Berth 
Brownwood, Texas, Feb. 18. 





Thurman Lumpkin’ named assist 


| ant manager of the Camp Bowie the- 


atre here. He comes from the Palacé, 





: : | ago. Joe Van Grilll, from advertising 

bills and then went bowling, with Command,’ which opens tomorrow |. ; a department, promoted <el’s |Fort Worth. 

the single feature they evidently de- (Wed.) at the Stanley, was held last | in the wanienee - begun booker’s berth, ee 

cided they could stick it out for one week before the brass hats at the) Following experiment with the| Woodies theatre in Apollo, Pa., Rebuilding House 


picture, even a woman’s picture, and 


Philly Navy Yard. 


| quiz broadcast several weeks now, 


| purchased last fall from H. R. Wood 
Testimonial plugging the film was | Loew’s is reported desirous of try- 


| by Joseph Cipriany, has been ac- | Villa Rica, Ga., Feb. 18. 


still have time to make an evening, 


: ’ P . has -_ Jectroved bY 
P ; —s ap . seep ; , : quired under ter a5 Villa Rica theatre, destroyed ®J 
of it. obtained from Admiral A. E. Watson, | ing a similar stunt at its Valencia, Deaaahie who — no + ge fire several weeks ago, is being te- 
: : s 7 . a a, ( ) rate: I § ZO, 4 4 
This latter thing, the evening out, ‘commandant of the yard. | Jamaica, L. L., not far away. (Strand in Apollo. Ponsetta aanuniead built 
4 . ~& N AAbe 
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Va.-Spitalny Top Chi, $40,000: com 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 9 





Frisco -Armstrong $16,000, Vaude 


Helps ‘Rangers 


Chicago, 18. 

wo bands and a couple of pic- 
aes wrovle the box-office excite- 
ment of the current week around the 
loop. Phil Spitalny and his all-girl 
orchestra are doing plenty for the 
Chicago wicket along with the film 
‘Virginia,’ while the Lou Armstrong 
band and colored unit is accounting 
for all of the good trade in the Ori- 
Te picture which is garnering 
money is ‘High Sierra,’ off to a bang- 
up start in the Roosevelt following 
a considerable ad spread. 

Otherwise the loop is in a be- 
tween-pictures situation. Palace is 
trying for one week with a combi- 
nation of ‘Buck Privates and ‘Play 
Girl’ Much was expected of the 
comedy, but evidently Abbott and 
Costello as a comedy team are not 
well enough known in these parts 
yet. However, the word-of-mouth 
on the piece is great, and the pic- 
ture figures to build to a good money 
item in the subsequent run spots. 

Apollo is currently closed for re- 
modeling and arrangement for the 
opening of ‘Fantasia’ tomorrow 
(Wednesday). . Disney organization 
has the house on a four-week deal. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Disney) (1,200: $1.10-$1.65) 
—‘Fantasia’ (Disney). Cartoon mu- 
sical opens tomorrow (Wednesday ). 
Has had tremendous ad campaign. 
Disnev outfit operating house and 
picture. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000: 35-55-75) — 
‘Virginia’ (Par) and Phil Spitalny 
all-girl band on stage. Spitalny ag- 
gregation drawing the bulk of the 
customers, and the wicket is wag- 
ging to nifty $40,000. Last week 
with the holiday, ‘Four Mothers 
(WB) plus Andrews Sisters and the 
Gene Krupa band on stage, was a 
walloper at $46,200. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Libertv’ (M-G). Cavalcade film 
looking for $4,500, so-so mark. Last 
week, “Thing Called Love’ (Col) 
came un with okay $4,500. 

Oriental (Jones) (3.200: 28-44)— 
‘San Francisco Docks’ (RKO) and 
Lou Armstrong orchestra unit on 
stage. On Armstrong’s following. 
headine for happy $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Down 
Miami Way’ unit got good $15,300. 
This is last week of Jones, Linick 
& Schaefer overation of the house, 
with Michael Todd going in this Fri- 
dav (21) as managing director. 

Palace (RKO) (2.500: 23-44-66)— 
‘Buck Privates’ (U) and ‘Play Girl’ 
(U). In for single week. Disan- 





pointing $10,000. ‘Back Street’ (U) 
due in this week as top-biller of 
double fcature. Last week, ‘Kitty 
Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm 
Springs’ (RKO) completed five great 


weeks to $10.°00. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Sierra’ (WB). Plenty of ad 
backing on this one. Looks for a 
bang-un $14000 on _ initial woltz 


Last week. ‘Flight Command’ (M-G) 
finished second session to mild $7.900 

State-Foke (B&K) (2.700: 28-44)— 
‘Rangers Ride’ (Par) and ‘Stars Over 
Hollyweod’ unit on stage. Simone 
Simon hendlining on show, and ac- 
counting for best box-cffice het on 
the list. Heading to %16.000. fair 
enough. Last week. ‘South Suez’ 
(WB) ard ‘Screwbalis’ unit snagged 
rippine $21,200. 

United Artists (B&-K-M-G) (1.700: 
$5-55-f5-75) ‘Philadelnohia’ (M-G) 
(4th wk.) Starting to sag and ready 
to leave. but has had a heautiful stav 
of it. taking indicated $8.000 for cur- 
Ten! session after good $10.500 last 
week. 


‘Back St’ ‘Smith’ Each 


to 166, ‘Sierra’ OK 





week, ‘Virginia’ (Par), nine-day run, 
38,500, swell. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10- 
33-44)—‘Trial Mary Dugan’ (M-G). 
High pressure promotion on Greek 
benefit opening a flopperoo balance 
of week. Doubtful that can exceed 


$2,600. Last week, ‘Philadelphia 
—v (M-G), second week, $3,600, 
ne. ; 


Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22-33) 
—Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) (2d run) 
and ‘Long Voyage Home’ (UA) (2d 
run), split. Ought to wangle fair- 
ish $1,600. Last week, ‘Arkansas: 
Judge’ (Rep), three days; ‘Where 
Get Girl’ (U), two days; and ‘In Old 
Colorado’ (Par), two days; $1,500, 
slightly off. 


‘Smith’ $9,000 In 
L'ville; ‘Cristo 
1G, Blonde’ Big 


Louisville, Feb. 18. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ at the Rialto 
is making the best showing cur- 
rently, on a normal week. air of 
re-issues at the Strand are packing 
plenty of b.o. punch, while new pix 
of Loew’s State are shaping up as 
air. 

‘Strawberry Blonde’ at the Mary 
Anderson is well on the okay side. 
Moveover of ‘Back Street’ % the 
we is continuing to bring okay 

iz. 








Estimates for This Week 





Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
| (1,400: 15-30-40)—‘Back Street’ (U) 
'and ‘La Zonga’ (U). Holding up 


rather nicely after moveover from 
| Rialto, and pacing for alright $1,600. 
| Last week, ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and 
|‘Saint Palm Springs (RKO), satis- 
factory $1,800. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—'Vigilantes’ (U) and ‘Find Out’ 
(RKO). Pacing for average re- 
|turns, probably $1,500. Last week, 
‘Arise Love’ (Par) and ‘Melody 
Ranch’ (Rep), medium $1,400. 





Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,200; 15- 
30-40)—‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Es- 
}eape Glory’ (Col). Appealin 


| strongly to family trade, and shoul 
|manage good enough $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk.), 
wound up its return engagement to 
satisfactory $10,000. 

Mary Anderson 
15-30-40) — 
(WB). 
pretty 


(Libson) ; 
‘Strawberry Blonde 
Looks to be copping some 
good attention, and should 
click for excellent $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Flight Destiny’ (WB), me- 
dium $3,300. 
| Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 
15-30-40)—‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 
(RKO) and ‘Play Girl’ (RKO). 
Pacing the town for pleasing re- 
|turns. Looks to round up fine $9,- 
000. Last week, ‘Back Street’ (U) 
and ‘La Zonga’ (U), with swell ex- 
| ploitation, copped splendid $10,000, 
and moveover. 

(1,400; 


(1,000; 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) 
15-30-40 )—‘Scarface’ (UA) and ‘Sky 
| Devils’ (UA) (re-issues). Oldies 
| look to grab some real coin. 
| have no trouble copping fine $4,000. 
| Last week, ‘Make Music’ (RKO) and 
; ‘Little Men’ (RKO), managed me- 
| dium $2,800. 


‘Come Live’ $8,500, 
Omaha Very Mild 


Omaha, Feb. 18. 
‘Come Live with Me,’ coupled with 
| ‘Dispatch from Reuters,’ is topping 


$7 000 e M hi the town in a very ordinary week, 
with a likely gross of no better than 
; m Memnhis, yg 





. Memphis, Feb. 18. 

Back Street’ is having it out with 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ on Main Street 
this week, with indications that both 
will get nice coin. 


Montgomery-Lombard comedy was | 


just slithtly in front of the 
over the weekend, but 


‘Street’ 


Former is at Loew's State, latter the 
New Malco. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600: 
33-44 )—'Smiths’ (RKO). 


tion for mighty nice $7,000. 
week. ‘Gone’ (M-G), 


ind ; 
$3 300. okay. third week, 


Warner (Warner) (2.300: 10-33-44) | 


—Flight Destiny’ (WB). No mar- 
quee names to help, this one will be 


tae to garner $3.000 on strength 
‘St ee “oe Last week, 
Tawbderry ° ; 
gaawberry Blond’ (WB), $5,500, 
one Maleo (Lightman) (2,800: 10- 
? “44)—Back Street’ (U). Matinee | 
emme jam has this one clocking 
mebdbe $7 000, plenty good. Last 


Sullavan- | 
Boyer remake is building rapidly. 


10- 
: Rave no- 
tices and word-of-mouth aiding nat- 
ural pull of unusual star combina- 
Last 


| $8,500. Orpheum is garnering a light 
$8,000 with ‘Victory.’ Brandeis will 
do best proportionate gross with $6,- 
000 for ‘Santa Fe Trail’ and ‘Let’s 
Make Music,’ and it looks like a sec- 
ond week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 


|_‘Come Live’ (M-G) and ‘Reuters’ 
(WB). Fair $8,500. Last week, 
‘Bagdad’ (UA) and ‘Bit of Heaven’ 





| (U), around $7,500, very light for this 
| house. 
| Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
| 25-35-40) —‘Santa Fe’ (WB) and 
| ‘Make Music’ (RKO). Good enough 
$6,000 and probable holdover. Last 
| week, ‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) and 
|‘Escape Glory’ (Col) (2d wk), fair 
$3,400. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 10-30- 
| 40)—‘Victory’ (Par) and ‘Bank Dick’ 
;(U). Light $8,000. Last week, ‘Vigi- 


|lantes’ (U) and ‘Honeymoon Three’ | 


(WB), got a very light $8,400. 


State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— | 


‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Nanette’ 
| (RKO), split with ‘Petticoat Politics’ 


(Rep), ‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and 
| ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G). Fair $800. 
Last week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and 


town’s two vaude spots. 
are ‘Arizona,’ at the Earle,’ which is | 
beating ‘Son of Monte Cristo,’ at the} 
Capitol, by a slight margin. 


‘Back Street,’ 
Keith’s, is 
‘Gone,’ which played three weeks of 
first pop-priced engagement at Pal-| 
ace, is rolling through second week 
at same scale at Columbia, Loew’s 
second run hall. 


for 








Should | 





| ‘Back Street’.(U) (3d wk). 
lfor strong $9,500. 
|loping $17,000. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Feb. 20 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(19th wk.). 

Broadway—Fantasia’ (Dis- 
ney) (15th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Go West’ (M-G), 

(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 18) 

Criterion—'Maisie Was a Lady’ 
(M-G (2d wk.). 


Globe—‘Night Train’ (20th) 
(9th wk.). 
Music Hall—Mr. and Mrs. 


Smith’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Vartery, Jan. 22) 

Palace—‘Six Lessons from 
Madame LaZonga’ (U) (18). 

Paramount—‘You’re the One’ 
(Par) (19). 

(Reviewed in Vamery, Feb. 5) 

Rialto—‘Road Show’ (UA) 
(18). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 12) 

Rivoli—‘Back Street’ (U) (2d 
wk.). 

Roxy—‘Tobacco Road’ (20th). 

Strand — ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 
(WHY (21). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Week of Feb. 27 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(20th wk.). 

Broadway—F antasia’ 
new) (16th wk.). 

Capitol—'Come 
Me’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variery, Jan. 22) 

Criterion—‘Mad Doctor’ (Par). 


(UA) 
(Dis- 


Live With 


Globe—Night Train’ (20th) 
(10th wk.). 
Music Hall—‘So Ends Our 


Night’ (UA). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 29) 
Paramount—You're the One’ 

(Par) (2d wk.). 


Rialto—‘Road Show’ (UA) 
(2d wk.). 

Rivoli—Back Street’ (U) (3d 
wk.). 

Roxy—‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) 
(2d wk.). 


Strand — ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). ; 








‘ARIZ’ $16,500, 


D. C. SNAPPY 


Washington, Feb. 18. 
Only two new bills this week, at 
Newcomers 





econd 
Story’ at 


week of ‘Philadelphia 
Palace is leading town. 
in third week at 
second strongest  h.o. 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 


—‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and vaude. Rid- |‘Maisie Was Lady’ (M-G). 
ing on popularity of its predecessors | 
week, | 
‘Road Show,’ (UA), miserable $11,500. | 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 40-55)—| 
Second week | 


passable $15,000. Last 


‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
at second run house and fifth week 


| of pop-priced run holding for house 


average, $4,500. Last week, good 
$5,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Arizona’ (Col) and vaude. Solid 


$16,500. Last week, ‘Thing Called 
Love’ (Col), strong $18,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 39-55)— 
Holding 
Last week, wal- 


Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Virginia’ 


(Par) (2d run). Back downtown 
after nice week at Earle, and wil! hit 
hefty $7,500. Last week, ‘Victory’ 
(Par), big $6,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2.242: 39-55) 
‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) (2d wk). H.o 
leading town with big $17,500. Last 
week, sock $23,000. 

‘Bittersweet’ (M-G) split with ‘Our 


Town’ (UA) and ‘Slightly Tempted’ 


| (U), good $900. 


Town (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 


‘Men Texas’ (Par), ‘Congo Maisie’ 
(M-G) and ‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ | 
| (2012), triple, split with ‘Colorado 


Sunset’ (Rep), ‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G), 
and ‘Northwest Mounted’ (Par), sin- 


gle-featured, fair $900. Last week, 
‘Fugitive Prison Camp’ (Col), ‘Girl 
Ave. A’ (20th) and ‘Won't Talk’ 


(Col), triple, split with ‘Riding Aven- 


ger’ (Cap), ‘Zero Hour’ (Rep) and 
‘Murder Sante Fe’ (Rep), ‘Name 
Only’ (RKO), lively $900. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 


berg) (950: 300: 600: 25)—‘Nanette’ 


(RKO), ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G) and! 


‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U), split with ‘Pet- 
ticoat Politics’ (Rep). ‘Argentine 
Nights’ (U) and ‘Slightly Tempted’ 
(U). Fair $1,000. Last week, 
Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Bittersweet’ 
(M-G), split with ‘Our Town’ (UA), 


Slichtlv Tempted’ (U). strong $1.200 


Holiday Fails to Bolster B'way; 
Thing Called Love’ Okay $80,000: 
Back St.’ Big $35,000; ‘Privates’ 276 





(Best Exploitation: Rivoli) 


Plenty of holdovers on Broadway 
this week, and new entries are cut- 
ting no great swath. Net result is 
mild business in toto with Lincoln 
birthday holiday (12) helping only 
a few spots. Strongest of newcomers 
is ‘Back Street’ at the Rivoli where 
it is set for a long run. Picture was 
vastly helped by a slick advance 
campaign by the theatre, plus the 
special job by Universal. 

‘This Thing Called Love’ is doing 
only routine business at the Music 
Hall, and goes out after one week 
for ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ tomorrow 
(Thursday). It will be lucky to get 
$80,000. 

‘Western Unron neld up nicelv to 
$32,000 in second week at the Roxy, 
but makes way for “Tobacco Road’ 
tomorrow. Film adaptation of rec- 
ord-run stage play will operate 
around the clock the first two days. 
Plan is to keep grinding from 8 a.m., 
Thursday, until 1 a.m., Saturday, an 
uninterrupted total of 41 hours. 
Turnover for Thursday-Friday is ex- 
pected to be 15 shows. 

Surprise of street is the phenom- 
enon of the State easily topping the 
Strand, the latter being in its sec- 
ond week. ‘Buck Privates,’ showing 
first run, and vaudeville including 
Belle Baker, Hal LeRoy and Herbie 
Kay’s orchestra, likely will hit a 
solid $27,000 in contrast to less than 


Three’ got in its second stint at the 
Strand. 

Paramount brings in ‘You're the 
One,’ aided by a stage show, for one 
week after grabbing a neat $38,000 
in its third week of ‘Virginia,’ wind- 
ing up last night. 

‘Gone’ finished off its fourth and 
final week at the Capitol with $38,- 
000, virtually the same as in the 
third stretch. ‘Maisie’ is proving a 
strong entry 
holds a second week. 

‘Night Train,’ at the Globe, is the 





surprise of the small grossers, get- 
ting $7,500 for its eighth week, about 


the same as the seventh, and sticks | 


around a ninth. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Dictator’ (UA) (19th week). Last 
week (18th), $15,000, reasonable 
profit, after good $14,500 in previous 








| Zonga’ 
|opened yesterday (Tues.), and is set 


| Dark’ 
| Mothers’ 


= first 
‘Tin 


week. 

Broadway (1,895; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (15th 
week). With extra weekend per- | 
formances and slash in prices for 
youngsters, last week (14th) man- 
aged to hold to strong $25,000. 


Around $24,000 in previous stanza, 


|an improvement over recent weeks. 


Capitol (4,520; 40-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th week). Final 
week (4) likely will hit $38,000, 
same as previous week. ‘Go West’ 
(M-G) comes in tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (1,665; 28-44-55-65)— 
Galloping 


and stays second starting today 
(Wednesday). Previous week, ‘Life 
with Henry’ (Par), light $5,500. 
Globe (1,180; 28-35-55-85 )—‘Night 
Train’ (20th) (8th week). Traveling 
along at $7,500 clip, about same as 
previous week. Goes a ninth week. 
Seventh speedy week was $7,800. 
Palace (1,700; 20-35-55) — ‘Kitty 
Foyie’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘La 
(U) (st run). This combo 


for 9 days. ‘High Sierra’ (WB) 
run) and ‘Father’s Son’ (WB) 
run), meek $5,500 in six days. ‘Tall, 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Four 
(WB) (2d run), in ahead, 
fair $7,000 in six. 

Paramount (3,664: 35-55-85-99 )— 
“You’re the One’ (Par) plus Ella 
Fitzgerald band and Bob Howard. 
Opens today for single week. ‘Vir- 
ginia’ (Par) and Glenn Miller band, 
stage show, nifty $38,000 third, final 


(2d 
(1st 


| week, and $144,000 for three weeks, 


plenty profit. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,960: 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65)—Thing Called Love’ 
‘Col) and stage show. Okay $80,000 


in sight, but makes way for ‘Mr. and | 
tomorrow | 
(Thurs.). Last week, ‘Arizona’ (Col), | 


Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) 
fair $76,000. 

Rialto (750; 28-44-55)—‘Road Show’ 
(UA) opened yesterday (Tues. ). 


$4,200 in six days. Ahead of that, 


‘Face Behind Mask’ (Col), good 
$7,000. 
Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-75-99 )—‘Back 


Street’ (U). Racked up sterling $35,- | 
000 in opening stanza, aided by Tues- | 


dav night 


preem. Holding up well 
and in for indefinite stay. Final 
week of ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO), its 


fourth, okay $15.000. 
Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85 )—‘West- 
ern Union’ (20th) and stage show. 


OK $32.000,in offing for second week, | 


satisfactory profit, after $50,000 in 
week. ‘Tobacco Road’ 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.) morning at 
8 o'clock 
State (3.400: 
‘Pick P ant 


28-44-55-75-90-$1 10) 


* (17) 1st run) 


and 


$20,000 which is all ‘Honeymoon for | 


at the Criterion and /! 


| $11,000. 


vaude, headed by Belle Baker, Hal 
LeRoy, Herbie Kay band. All-round 
strong show getting $27,000, plenty 
of wampum. Last week, light 
Command’ (M-G) and Johnny Mc- 
Gee, Eunice Healy, Diamond Bros, 
brisk $24,000. 

Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Honeymoon for Three’ (WB) and 
Ray Noble. Less than $20,000, slim 
pickings even ror second week. First 
lap, only $28,000, also disappointing. 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and Ray- 
mond Scott band starts Friday. 


RD. - CALLOWAY 
$17,000, BUFF. 
STORMY 


Buffalo, Feb. 18. 

Blizzards are buffeting the box of- 
fices during the present semester 
|after having knocked the peaks off 
last week's figures. Markers are 
showing declining tendencies with 
the final returns depending mostly 
on weather breaks. 

‘Road Show’ and a fine Calloway 
| stage show at the Buffalo are mov- 
‘ing along nicely in the upper 
reaches, with ‘Back Street’ spinning 
| the ticket rolls at the Lafayette. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 35-55)— 
| ‘Road Show’ (UA) and Cab Callo- 
way on stage. Strong stage show 
will boost tally to nearly $17,000 
| very big. Last week, ‘So Ends Night 











|(UA) and ‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G), 
| whittled by weather to only fair 
| $9,000. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 35-55) 
—‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Blackout’ 
(UA). Appears good enough at 
around $7,500. Last week, ‘Gone’ 
(M-G) (4th wk.), took dip on final 
stint to passable $7,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘So 
Ends Night’ (UA) and ‘Maisie Lady’ 
(M-G) (2d run). Slow going. Around 


| $5,000. Last week, ‘Philadelphia’ 
(M-G) and ‘Wild Man _ Borneo’ 
(M-G) (2d run) (2d wk.), over 


$6,000, not bad. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘Meet 
Chump’ (U). Will trap a very pretty 
Last week, ‘Vigilantes’ (U) 
and ‘LaZonga’ (U), okay $6,700. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3.000; 30- 
40)—‘South Suez’ (WB) and ‘Remedy 
Riches’ (RKO). Scraping bottom. 
Under $4,000. Last week. ‘Mr. and 





| Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm 
to hefty $11,500, best in vveeks here, | 


Svrings’ (RKO). pretty showing at 


| $9,500, but prior commitments pre- 
| vented holdover session. 


‘PHILLY’ 13G, MONTREAL 


| ‘Chad’-‘Profile’ $6,500—Thing’ H. O. 





Last | 
| week, ‘Devil Commands’ (Col), poor | 


(20th) | 


Okay $6,000 
Montreal, Feb. 18. 
Current grosses will be over- 
shadowed by ‘Philadelphia Story,’ 


|playing to turn-away biz at Loew’s 
land sighting for a smash $13,000. 
|‘Thing Called Love’ repeats and is 
getting a good play with probable 
| $6,000 ahead. ‘Chad Hanna’ at Capi- 
tol also in the money with nice $6,- 
| 500. 
} Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700: 25-45-55)— 
‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) (2d wk.). 
Good $6,000 after fine $8,500 last 
week. 


Capitol 


(CT) 


(2.700; 25-45-55)— 
\‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) and ‘Great 
| Profile’ (20th). Signting nice $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) 
|and ‘Blondie Cupid’ (Col), fair $5,- 
200. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Philadelphia’ (M-G). Liable to hit 
near-record figures at $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Hudson’s Bay’ (M-G) (2d 
|wk.), fair $6,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘East River’ (WB) and ‘Always 
Bride’ (WB). No better than $3,000 
in sight. Last week, ‘Hullabaloo’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G), 
| weak $3,200. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1.100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Bank Dick’ (U) and ‘Give Us Wings’ 
i (U). Poor $2,200. Last week 
‘Vigilantes’ (U) and ‘Sandy Man 
(U), weak $2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
| (600; 25-50)—‘L’Homme de Niger’ 
(2d wk.). Good $1.200 after very 
nice $1,700 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300: 
25-34)—‘Tourbillon de Paris’ and 
‘Roi des Gangsters.’ Good $5.000. 
Last week ‘Je t’Attendrai’ and ‘Bois 
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‘Chad’-Vanities, Strong 156, Mpls.: 


Thing’ $9,000, ‘Drums -Vaude Slow 





, 
vv 


| (RKO) and ‘Make Music’ (RKO), 
nice $10,000. 


Paramount 


Minneapolis, Feb. 18 
With Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ on 
the stage and ‘Chad Hanna’ its 
screen partner, the Orpheum still is 
setting the boxoffice pace and out- 
distancing the rest of the pack by a 


25-40 )— 
‘Father’s 
between 

week, 


(Fox) (2.200; 
‘Buck Privates’ (U) and 

Son’ (WB). Will make out 
$5,000 and $6,000. Last 
‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) and ‘Black 


as 


considerable distance here. Runner- Parrot’ (WB), good $5,000. 

up is ‘This Thing Called Love,’ State's Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—Hud- 
straight film attraction. Below zero! gon'’s Bay’ (20th). after a week at 
weather plus snow and sleet hurt-| each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
ing business in last few days of Fair $2,000. 


‘Pride Bowery’ (Mono). 


week. ‘Last week, ‘Four Mothers’ (WB), 
Fighting the Orpheum, but in what after a week at each the Denver 
looks like a losing stage show battle,' and Aladdin, and ‘Lucky Devils’ 


the Minnesota again has first-rate 
vaude entertainment topped by the} 


Merry Macs. But it doesn’t match | 
the tough opposition, and as a result ¢ 9 ‘é b ] 
this de luxer is again ih the dol- | l 


drums. 
Holdovers are ‘Long Voyage Home’ 
Detroit, Feb. 18. 


end ‘Santa Fe Trail.’ Another trail, 
‘Trail of the Vigilante,’ looks like an 
also-ran. 
Clyde McCoy and Louis Armstrong 
battle it out at the Orpheum and 
Minnesota, respectively, starting Fri- 
day (21), in another round of the 
stage show setup. 
Etimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘San Francisco Docks’ (U) and 
‘Youth Served’ (20th), dual first-runs. 
Plenty of biz is making its way 
downtown this week with the five 
Get Girl,’ also dual first-runs, open Detroit houses standing to whack up 
Tuesday (18). Last week,’ Romance | jn the vicinity of $70,000 for the 
Rio Grande’ (20th) and ‘Saint Palm} week. Two of the houses, Michigan 
Springs’ (RKO), nice $1,200 in five | and Fox, have come up with fresh 
days. bills. The United Artists, which will 
Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28-39-| be way up there, has the return of 
44)—‘Santa Fe’ (20th) (2d  wk).| ‘Gone’ and both the Palms-State and 
Moved here from State. Looks like | Adams have hold-overs which were 
satisfactory $4,000. Last week, ‘Phil-| still building when moved. 
adelphia’ (M-G) (3d wk), $4,100, ne | Fox, which has gone to a policy 


(U), good $2,000. 








days. ‘Lucky Devils’ (U) and ‘Where 


Satisfactory $1.000 indicated for five 
after $17,100 initial fortnight. of single features at night, is show- 


90) 


Gopher (Par-Singer) (996; 28)—j| jing early sirength with ‘Western 
‘Vigilantes’ (U). Very well-liked Union’ which for the matinee trade 
picture and heading toward pretty | is coupled with ‘Blondie Goes Latin.’ 
good $3,000. Last week, ‘Escape QOnly challenge to its leadership is 
Glory’ (Col), $2,800 in six days, satis- | ‘Gone,’ getting a heavy play at the 
factory. | United Artists. Latter opens at 8 

Minnesota (Middle States) (4,000; am. and has moved up the time for 


28-39)—‘Drums Desert’ (Mono) and 
vaude, including Merry Macs. Entire | 
show going over nicely, but turnstiles | 
aren't clicking. Will have to stretch | 
hard to reach unprofitable $4,500. | 
Last week, ‘Bowery Boy’ (Rep) and 
Anita Louise and Jackie Heller head- 


the price raises. 

Michigan looks like it will only 
do comparatively fair with its team- 
ing of ‘High Sierra’ and ‘No, No, 
Nanette.’ However, both of the 
| switch-over houses, Adams which 
| took over -“‘Back Street’ from the 
lining vaude, $5,000, light. | Fox, and Palms-State with ‘Kitty 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800; 28- Foyle’ from the Michigan, are in for 
44-55)—‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) and Earl | big weeks on the continuation runs. 
Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ on stage. Strongly Wilson came back into the scene 
fortified both on stage and screen.! here today (18) when it started off 
Should build to big $15,000, which | ‘Fantasia’ at a premiere taken over 
still would be well uné@er deserts. | by the Detroit Symphony Society at 
Last week, ‘Flight Comnrand’ (M-G) | $5 a head. It starts its regular run 
and Kitty Carlisle, Ben Blue and | on Wednesday with the , week-day 
Rufe Davis topping vaude, $11,500,| matinees at 75c and $1.10, and week- 
good, but much less than attraction’s | end matinees and nights at $1.10 and 
quality merited. 

State (Par-Singer) (2.300; 28-39-44) | 
—'Thing Called Love’ (Col). Plenty | 
of praise for this one; appears headed | _Back Street’ (U) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ 
for big $9,000. Last week, ‘Santa | (29th). Former picture moved after 
Fe’ (WB), $8,500, good. , | good week at Fox and coupled with 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39 )— Com- a new entry for a choice $7,000. 
rade X’ (M-G). First neighborhood Last week, ‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) 
showing. Reaching for good $2,700.| ang ‘Night Train’ (20th), bill moved 
Last week, ‘Love Neighbor’ (M-G),| intact from Fox, fair $5,500. 
first nabe showing, okay $2,400. Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 30-40- 


’ Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 30-40-55) 


World (Par-Singer-Steffes ) (350; | 55)—‘Western Union’ (20th) and 
28-39-44-55) — ‘Long Voyage’ (UA) | ‘Biondie Latin’ (Col). House con- 


(3d wk). Announced as last week. 
Looks like okay $1,500. Last week, 
$2,000, all right. 


tinues with its policy of soloing its 
chief picture nights, and looks for a 
i hefty $21,000. Last week, ‘Back 
Street’ (U) and ‘Youth Served’ 
(20th), $18,000, okay. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000; 
30-40-55) —‘Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Nan- 
ette’ (RKO). Moving toward so-so 
$16.500. Last week, ‘Kitty Foyle’ 
(RKO) and ‘Saint Palm Springs’ 
(RKO), good $17.500. 

Palms-State (United-Detroit) 


‘CONE’ WHAM-$20,000, 
DENVER; ‘VA.’ $12,500 


Denver, Feb. 18. 
‘Gone with the Wind’ is packing 





(3.- 


the Orpheum four times daily for a | 000; 30-40-55)-—‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) 
walloping $20,000, and, of course,/and ‘Phantom Chinatown’ (Mono). 


holds over. In the first five days the | Former picture moved from Michi- 


film played to 9,000 more patrons | gan while doing nicely, and expecta- 
than during its previous showing / tions are choice $9.000. Last week, 
here. Major problem of the theatre | ‘trere Comes Navy’ (WB) (re-issue) 


staff is to clear the house and re- 
seat it between showings of the film, 
most of the customers trying to jam 


and ‘South Suez’ (WB) (2d wk.), 
| good $7,000 on top of big $10,000 for 
first week. 


in at the. Very beginning of the pic. United Artists (United Detroit) 
Virginia likewise packing the (2.000: 40c to 4 p.m.; 55c evenings; 
oer eee ™ gee ted 40c to noon Sundays)—‘Gone’ (M-G). 
> i or é wice . shee. ; , 
gen petal This ool pt House which had the earlier run is 
ts now ia >>. . . 


. a secing great $18.000. Doors open at 
holds alle eae lag! I Week 18 am. Last week. ‘Philadelphia’ 

Aladdin (Fox) el 400: 25-40) _— } (M-G) and ‘Maisie’ (M-G) (5th wk.) 
‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) and “Tall, Dark’ wound up strong run with $6,000. 
(20th), after a week at the Den- | 
ver. Fair $3,500. Last week, ‘Hud- | ¢ 
son's Bay’ (20th). after a week at | 
the Denver, nice $4,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and 
‘Make Music’ (RKO), after a week 
at the Orpheum. Around $2,800, 
okay. Last week, ‘Philadelphia’ 
(M-G), after two weeks at the Or- 
pheum, good $3,000. 


Gone, ts Seotile Pop 
Repeat, Terrific $16,500 


Seattle, Feb. 18. 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ back for its 
first pop-priced run here, is great this 
week at 











Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- | Wé Paramount, with prices 
40)—‘Virginia’ (Par). Ringing up a_| Slightly tilted. Top is 58c, when it 
beautiful $12,500 and holding. Last | Might just as_ well have been 65c, 
week, ‘Hard-Boiled Canary’ (Par), | Which ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) got with 
very poor $2.500. case. , , 

Denver (Fox) (2.525: 25-35-40) — Gone,’ together with ‘Buck Pri- 





‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘Meet Chump’ | vaies’ at Orpheum ,and ‘This Thing,’ 
(U). Good $10.500. Last week, | at Liberty, are hogging most of the 
‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) and ‘Tall, Dark’ | coin. 


20th), good $9,000. Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-40-50) | Bluse Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
—'Gone’ (M-G). Smasho $20,000. | (850: 30-40-50)—‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 
Tact week ‘Mr end Mrs. Smith’: (RKO) : ‘Little Men’ (RKO) 








|} bee and ‘So 





{ 
Moveover from Paramount antict- | 
pates fair $2.400. Last week, ‘Hud- 
son’s Bay’ (20th) and ‘Palm Springs’ 
(RKO), dual, second week, good 
$2,700. 

Coliseum 
(1,900; 16-32)—‘Thief Bagdad’ 
and ‘Trail of Vigilantes’ (U) 
run), Expect $3.100, fairly good. | 
Last week, ‘Go West’ (M-G) and 
Long Voyage’ (UA), (2d run) $3,200. | 

Fifth Avenue ‘ Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2.249: 30-40-50)—'Live with Me’| 
(M-G) and ‘Land Lfberty’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Disappointing $3,500. Last 
week, $4,200. 

Liberty ‘J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50 )— | 
‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) (2d wk). | 
Looking for $6,000, great, and h.0.8. | 
Last week, $8,100, big. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Philadelphia Story’ | 
(M-G) and ‘Private Detective’ (20th) | 
(Sth wk). Paced for $3,000, good. | 
Last week, sweli $3,600. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
(2,600; 30-40-50) —‘Buck Privates’ 
(U) and ‘Black Parrot’ (WB). Com- 
edy getting great $7.700. Last week, 
‘High Sierra’ (WB) (2d wk), good | 
$4,300. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 20-50) | 
—'Destiny’ (WB) plus vaude. An-| 
ticipate big $6.000. Last week, ‘Great | 
Mr. Nobody’ (WB) and ‘Who Kitled | 
Aunt Maggie’ (Rep), dual, 
vaude, $4,800, moderate. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 26-40-58) —‘Gone’ (M-G). First | 
return showing here. Kiddie admish | 
26c matinees only. Getting magnifi- 
cent $16,500. Last week (30-40-50), 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and} 
‘Little Men’ (RKO), dual. big $6,100. | 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 30-40-50) | 
—'High Sierra’ (WB). Reachin 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
(UA) | 
(2d | 





Hanna’ (20th) and ‘One Night 
Tropics’ (U), $2,000, fair. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—'No Time Comedy’ (WB) and 
‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) (2d run). 
Expected $1.900, fair. Last week, 
‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and ‘Young 
People’ (20th) (2d run), $2,100, okay. 


‘Night’ Sweet 136, 
‘Privates’ $9,000 
On Big Bally, Prov. 


Providence, Feb. 18. 

(Best Exploitation: RKO Albee) 
Better-than-average pic fare keep- 
ing main stem on bright side of the 
ledger. ‘Buck Privates’ at RKO Al- 
Ends Our Night’ at 
Loew’s State are getting nice grosses. 





i‘Gone With the Wind’ dropping off 
\in fourth downtown week at Carl- 
| ton. 


‘Western Union’ 
holdover. 

RKO Albee went to town two 
weeks before opening of ‘Buck 
Privates.’ Attention-getters included 
sneak preview to which were invited 


a Majestic 


| the entire 6th Corps of the United 
| States Army. 
|} convoy of 10 trucks, accompanied by 


Boys came down in 


officers of the State Selective Service 
Board. Preview was keyed with a 
| 15-minute broadcast from the theatre 
|lobby over station WPRO. Officers, 
| mothers of draftees, and state and 
city officials were interviewed. Buck 
private was also planted in a down- 
|town market window peeling pota- 


| toes. Ten pairs of tickets were of- 
fered to the 10 persons guessing 
|closest the number of potatoes he 


would peel through the day. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Albee (RKO) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 

‘Buck Privates’ (U) and ‘Invisible 

| Woman’ (U). Doing bangup biz and 

readed for banner $9,000. Last week, 

‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm 


|Springs’ (RKO) (6th wk), nifty 
| $5,500. 
| Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-40- 


(M-G) (4th downtown 
wk). Has about exhausted possibili- 
| ties. Present stanza heading for 
okay $3,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2.000: 25-35)—‘Ride, 
Kelly’ (20th) and vaude. Heading 
| house swell $7,200. Last 


| 55)—Gone’ 


toward 
week, ‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th) and Deep 


| River Boys heading stage show, good | 
| $6.500. 


Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Western Union’ (20th) and ‘Meet 
Chump’ (U) (2d wk). Enjoying 
| steady trade for nice $6,000 after 


nifty $10.000 in opening week. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-40-50)— 
‘Ends Our Night’ (UA) and ‘Maisie 
Lady’ (M-G). Promising nice $13,000. 


!Last week, ‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and 
'‘Phantom Submarine’ (Col), gvod 
$12,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Barnyard 
Follies’ (Par(. So-so $5,000 expected. 
|Last week, ‘Henry’ (Par) and 


‘Doomed Caravan’ (Par), good $6,500. 





‘SENATE PAGE BOYS’ STARTS 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 





‘Senate Page Boys,’ in preparation 
for almost a year, went into produc- 
tion for Columbia release, with 
Charles R. Rogers producing, Alfred | 
E Green directing. 


Cast consists of 60 speaking parts, 
headed by Herbert Marshall and 
Virginia Bruce, i 


for 
big $3,500. Last week (16-32), ‘Chad | po and 


in | 


Frisco Rainy, But 


‘Gone’ WU? 


And Smith’-Vaude Divide $60,000 





SIERRA’ 256, LINCOLN; | 


‘INVISIBLE’ NICE $2,200 


Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 18. 


‘Gone’ h.o. is doing better on its 


second week than most films do on, 
their first at the Stuart, the 14 days | 
running to nearly $12,000, of which | 


a third is due to the second stanza. 
‘Invisible Woman’ is 
Nebraska int6d fair money. ‘High 
Sierra’ is doing better than expected 
and ‘Buck Privates’ worse. 
Estimates for This Week 
“Colonial (Monroe - Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15) —‘Thundering Frontier’ 


| (Col) and ‘Curtain Call’ (RKO), split 


with ‘Isle of Destiny’ (Col) 
‘Trailing Double Trouble’ 
Fair $800. 
son’ (Col) 


and 


(Mono) and ‘Millionaires 
(RKO), ditto. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-25-40) — ‘Buck Privates’ 
Around $2,500, not good. 
‘Tall, Dark’ (20th), got a mere $1,000 
in five days, very poor. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
236; 10-20-25)—'‘Invisible Woman’ 
‘Ride, Kelly’ (20th). ‘Wom- 


while at these prices, $2,200. Last 
| week, ‘Maizie Lady’ (M-G) and ‘San 
, Francisco Docks’ (U), good $2,100. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1.884; 
10-25-40-55)—Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Getting $3,700, well worth the hold. 
First week, $8.000, super. 


20-25 )—‘Devil Commands’ (Col) and 
‘Phantom Chinatown’ 
with ‘Make Music’ (RRO) 
‘Crooked Road’ (Rep). Fair $1,800. 
Last ‘week, ‘Virginia City’ (WB) and 
‘Pharitom Sub’ (Col), okay $2,100. 
Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
25-40)—Sierra’ (WB). Surprising 


heft elsewhere, Getting near $2,500, 
not bad. Last week, ‘Mr. & Mrs. 
Smith’ (RKO), did $3,800 in eight 
days, nice. 


Philly’ Click 186, 
‘Smith $9,200 In 
Okay Kans. City 


Kansas City, Feb. 18. 
Large numbers are in store for the 
Midland and the Orpheum this week 
as ‘Philadelphia Story’ and ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith’ register ag the respective 
draws. Leadership ig decided by ca- 


pacity with the Midland having the 
advantage, but the smaller Orpheum 











| is ding about all that can be ex- 
| pectec of it, and is set to hold over 
j}its program. At this house the | 
|\‘Smith’ film is only the third different 
film of 1941, as ‘Kitty Foyle’ and 
‘Sante Fe Trail’ both held three- | 
| week runs, and ‘Smith’ is in good | 


| position to follow suit. 
| ‘Back Street’ is a holdover in the 
| Fox-Midwest first runners, Esquire 
j and Uptown; but is not following the 
|}pace it set in its first week. It 
| moves out after six days, and ‘West- 
ern Union’ begins Wednesday. 
| Weather has been more than fa- 
| vorable over weekend. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox-Midwest) 
(820 and 2.043: 10-28-44)—‘Back 
Street’ (U) (2d wk). Six days only, 
and $4,500 acceptable, but not up to 


;expectations. First week was fine 
| $8,500. 
Midland (Loew's) (4,101: 10-28-44) 


—‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) and ‘Maisie 
Lady’ (M-G). Hepburn film given 
|a sendoff by Jack Moffit, local crick, 
and living up to notices. At $18,000, 
ja big week, even for this big house. 
|and doubtlessly holds. Last week, 
| ‘Gone’ (M-G) (3d wk), wound up 


Zz neat $10,000 at scale of 55-40- | 
c. 


| Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
Ba ony Destiny’ (WB). Light 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Honeymoon 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 
—Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and 
‘Black Parrot’ (WB). Brought in on 
Wednesday and giving okay account 
of itself. At $9,200 looks to be third 
extended-run film in here this year. 
Last week, ‘Sante Fe’ (WB) and 
‘Couldn't Say No’ (WB) (3d 


10-28-44) 





days, but still good, 
Tower (Joffee) 
‘Make Music’ 


(2,110: 
(RKO) and 


leading the| 


(RKO). | 
Last week, ‘Wildcat Tuc- | 
and ‘Two Thorobreds'’ | 
plus | (RKO), split with ‘Rollin’ Home’ | 
Prison’ | 


(U). | 
Last week, | 


is making the date plenty worth | 
| week 


Variety (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- | 


, 50)—‘Come 
(Mono), split; 
and | 


| strength, probably due to the lack of | 


San Francisco, Feb. 1g, 
In spite of continued rains, three 
pictures are doing top biz this week 
on the main stem. Surround ng 
country is half under water. Big; ies 
bringing in the coin, with all ¢} ree 


running neck and neck, are ‘Gone 
with the Wind,’ returning to the 
Warfield theatre at pop prices; 
“Western Union,’ a natural for the 
big Fox, and ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith,’ 
coupled with Salici’s Puppets on the 
stage at the Gate. 


Only other newcomer at the first 
runs is ‘Son of Monte Cristo’ at the 
United Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50) — 
‘Western Union’ (20th) and ‘You're 
the One’ (Par). Will give a good 
account of itself at around $20,000, 
Technicolor treatment getting the 
play over the cast. Last week, ‘Hivsh 
Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ 
(20th), wound up with $16,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 34-44. 
55)—‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) 
and vaude. ‘Smiths’ has good stave 
support in ‘Salici Puppets,’ one of 
the big hits of the 1940 Golden Gate 
International Exposition. Manager 
George Boles beaming at the pros- 
pects of $20,000 in the till. Last 
(3d), ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) 
ended strong at $10,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-40-50) 
—'‘Vigilantes’ (U) and ‘Invisible 
Woman’ (U) (2d wk). Anticipated 
$7,000 justifies the holdover. Last 
week around $10,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470: 35-40. 
Live’ (M-G) and ‘Mad 
Doctor’ (Par) (2d wk). Second 
stanza rolling along nicely to around 
$9,000. Last week did a couple of 
grand better than originally tabbed, 
$14,000. 





St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘High Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Ride, 
Kelly’ (20th) (moveover). Wil! do 


the customary $5,000 on the switch 


of this combo from the Fox. Last 
week, ‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) and 
‘Night Train’ (20th) (moveover), 
$5,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
40-50)—‘Son Cristo’ (UA). Not so 
forte at $8500. Last week (2d), 


‘Long Voyage’ (UA) drifted, ending 
with $5,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 40-55)~ 
‘Gone’ (M-G). Opened with smash 
biz. Line at the b.o. for first show- 





ling at 





| wards 


Three’ (WB) got good play to $6,300. | 
| dicated $8,000, after grabbing off a 


wk) | 
finally slacked off to $4,600 in six | 


10-30)— | 55)—‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) 
vaude. | hard with carefully planned selli! 


— prices was almost a block 
long. ength of film will hold take 


down to around $20,000. Last week 


‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) and ‘Jennie’ 
(20th) (moveover) was sweet at 
$9,000. Pair played three weeks in 
all, two at the Fox and one at ihe 
Warfield. 


Philly’ $17,000 In 


Balto; Edwards Ups 
‘Play Girl’ to 1236 


Baltimore, Feb 
Solid pace all around here 
news of the week is ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ at Loew’s Century, town- 
leader from the tee-off. 

Extra-strong daytime business is 
adding to nocturnal trade and help- 
ing toward continued big takings of 
preceding three weeks of ‘Gone 
With the Wind.’ Also getting some 


12 
18 


Big 


| healthy action is ‘Play Girl,’ lean- 


ing entirely on p.a. of Ralph Ed- 
and his ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences’ from radio. Rest of town 


; all right. 


‘Night Train,’ in the sure-seater 


| Little, started a twelfth week with 
no signs of a let-up. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44 )—‘Philadelphia’ (M-G).  Hit- 
ting a resounding pace to lead the 
town with a great $17,000. Last week, 
third of ‘Gone’ (M-G), added a 


Steady $12,200 to previous aggregate 
of $41,6000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) 
15-28-39-44-55-66 )—‘Play Girl’ 


2,205; 
Col). 


| Leaning entirely on stage portion of 


Ralph Edwards and ‘Truth or Conse- 
quence’ from radio to whack out 
consistent $12,500. Last week ‘Con- 
voy’ (RKO), plus Meroff’s ‘Funza- 


| fire’ unit, held mild gait to $10,900. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
| 28-33-39-44)—Back Street’ (U) (2d 
wk). Holding up very nicely to in- 


healthy $11,300 on the opening round. 


New (Mechanic) (1,581: 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Western Union’ (20th). Satis- 
‘fying $6,500 in this house of limited 
|capacity. Last week, second of 
| ‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) added mild $3,- 
800 to reach total of $8,600 for the 


run, not at all bad. 
Stanley (WB) (3,280: 15-28-29-44- 

Trving 

1g 


| Strong enough to get $6,800, good. | campaign, and possiblv reaching $9,- 
|Last week, ‘Romance Rio Grande’|000. Last week ‘Sierra’ (WB) 
(20th) with Clyde McCoy band on! opened strong on week-end, but 
stage, rolled along to very good | dropped off some durin: est of 
$8,500. one of ‘he ‘er weeks, i week with $10,900 the final ficure 
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Philly Sugary; Honeymoon -Davis 


$19,800, 800, Disney 


18146, ‘Thing’ 18G 





Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 

‘Fantasia’ is having a happy bap- 
tism at the Aldine this sesh after its 
successful opening last Wednesday 
(12), in which the house was bought 
up by the Junior League. With the 
Disney opus setting the pace, all of 
the other heavy-hitting product is 
reporting snappy biz in the deluxer 
sector. 

Among the newcomers that are in 
the groove are ‘Thing Called Love’ 
at the Fox and ‘Convoy’ at the Stan- 
ton. Still showing brilliant coin- 
snagging ability is ‘Philadelphia 
Story,’ subsequent-running at the 
Karlton, and fourth~sesh of ‘Gone.’ 
‘Honeymoon for Three’ and Johnny 
Davis’ band combo at Earle also 
chalking up Satisfactory biz. 

Only weakie in the lot is ‘Victory,’ 
at the Boyd. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 86-$1.14-$1.71) 
—'Fantasia’ (Disney). House has 
been leased by Disney, and playing 
at a two-a-day reserved seat policy. 
Mixed notices making fans curious, 
and setting a neat $18,500 figure for 
opening sesh. Last week house was 
dark for installation of Fantasound 
equipment. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57- 
68)—‘Rebecca’ (UA) (revival). Jam- 
up of product in first runs due to} 
rash of holdovers forced playing of | 








this one. Netting an okay $3,200. 
Last week, ‘Love Neighbor’ (Par) | 
(2d run), $3.800. 

Boyd (WB) (2.566; 35-46-57-68)— 
Victory’ (Par). Poor $11,200. Being 
llled after one week. ‘Cheers for 


fiss Bishop’ preems Thursday (20). 
Last week, ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) 
grabbed a hefty $15,000 for its fourth 
week, despite competish of Hepburn 
legiter playing here. 

Earle (WB) (2,350: 35-46-57-68)-- | 
‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) plus John- 
ny Davis orchestra on stage. Head- 
ing for a satisfactory $19,800. Not in 
same class ,however, with the zingy 
$28,500 posted by ‘La Zonga’ (U) and 
Sammy Kaye outfit last canto. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Thing Called Love’ (Col). Fine $18,- 
000. Last week, ‘Sierra’ (WB) 
grabbed profitable $13,400 for hold- | 
over. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066: 35-46-57-68) | 
—Philadelphia’ (M-G) (2d. run). | 
Moved out of Boyd after four weeks | 
to ease product bottleneck. Still | 
riding high with $7,300, believed to 
be a house record here. Last week, 
first run of ‘Little Men’ (RKO) set 
up a mediocre $3,800. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68)— | 
‘Sierra’ (WB) (2d run). Just missing | 
par with $4,000. Last week, second | 
run of ‘Hudson's Bay’ (20th) likewise | 
disappointing $3,600. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) | 
—Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk). Could} 
have run indefinitely, but was caus- | 
ing film pile-up. Racked up fine 
$16,700 this trip, after super $21,500 | 


for third sesh. ‘Flight Command’ | 

(M-G) bows tomorrow (Wed.). 
Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57)— 

‘Convoy’ (RKO). War theme arous- 


ing interest. Looks like bright $5,- 
800. Last week, ‘Frisco Docks’ (U), 
better $6, 000. 


‘PHILLY’ 2D 86, PORT.; 
‘HONEYMOON’ OK $5,300 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 18. 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week.......... $1,694,700 
(Based on 25 cities, 173 thea- 
tres, cniefly first runs, tnctuding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
9 eee * $2, 034,400 
__ (Based on 25 cities, 176 theatres) 


‘HUDSON’ LEADS: 
OKAY HUB, 
$20,000 


Boston, Feb. 18. 

‘Hudson’s Bay’ is 
here, with possible holdover in view 
for it at the Memorial. ‘Thing Called 
Love’ is being held for five extra 
days at the Orpheum and State after | 
fancy figures last week. 

‘Fantasia’ continues to hold up to | 
near-capacity in its fourth week. 
New promotional gag !s to sell a 
block of about 500 seats to Dart- 
mouth students and run ’em down on 
a special excursion train March Ist. 
Up north the railroads are cooperat- 
ing by taking ‘Fantasia’ reservations 
along with rail reservations. Phone 
orders have already been 
from more than 100 miles from Bos- 
ton. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-33-44-55) 
—Dead Man’s Shoes’ (Mono) and 
‘Ridin Rainbow’ (Rep), with stage 
show, four days; and ‘Arizona’ (Col) 
and ‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) (both 
2d run), three days. Heading for 
fair $8,500 Last week, ‘Remedy 
| Riches’ (RKO) and ‘Caught in Act’ 
(Prod) with Bill Bardo 
stage, four days; and ‘Army Girl’ 
(Rep) (re-issue) and ‘Blondie Cupid’ | 
(Col) .2d run), three days, $7,300. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 
| 55)—‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Jennie’ 














(20th). Getting fair attention to- 
ward $4,500. Last week ‘You're the 
One’ (Par) and ‘Lone Wolf Date’ 


(Col), okay $5,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 
39-44-55 )—‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) and 
‘Invisible Woman’ (U). Grabbing 


off hefty coin at $20,000 gait and 
| holds. Last week ‘Kitty Foyle’ 
(RKO) and ‘Saint Palm Springs’ 
(RKO) (6th wk), six days, took 


dandy $12,000. 


| Majestic (Shubert) (1,014; 75-$1.10- 


$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (4th wk.). 
' Shows no slackening of power. Aim- 
ing at socko $14,000. Third week, 
very big $14,400. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—'Thing Called Love’ (Col) and 
‘Nobody’s Children’ (Col), holdover 
for five days. Will take about $12,- 


000, okay. Last week, same combo 
turned in nifty $18,700. ‘Philadel- 
phia Story’ opens here Thursday | 
(20). 


Paramount (M&P (1,797; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Jennie’ 
(20th). Running to so-so 





Most houses holding strong prod- 


uct, = ‘Philadelphia Story’ lead- | 
Ing the field at the Broadway. ‘Kitty 
Foyle’ putting up a fair h.o, at the) 


Paramount. 


“Honeymoon for Three’ at the Or- 
pheum and ‘Strawberry Blonde’ at 
the UA sharing honors as the only 
new openers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 35-40- 
50) ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G). Single- 
billed and going over for a second 
week to great $8,000. First week a | 
bonanza, $12,000. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50)—‘Back Street’ (U) and 

a Zonga’ (U). Moved from me 

for a second week, and doing 
nice $3,000. Last week, ‘Come Live | 


(M-G) and ‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G), 
800d $2,900, 
Orpheum = (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 


(1,800; 35-40-50) —‘ Honeymoon Three’ 
(WB) and ‘Little Men’ (RKO), okay | 
$5,300. Last week, ‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) 
and ‘Night Train’ (20th), with vaude, 
— a better than average $5,- 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000: 35-40-50) — ‘Kitty Foyle’ 
'RKO) and ‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO) 

2d wk). Fair $4,700, but not up to 

expectations. First week clicked for 
strong $8,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 35- | 
40-50) — ‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) 
and ‘East River’ (WB). Big $5,000. 
-ast week, ‘Back Street’ (U) single- 


billed to fair $3,800 and moved to the 
Mayfair, 


Last week. ‘You’re the One’ 
and ‘Lone Wolf Date’ (Col), $7,000. 
Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44- 50) 
‘Victory’ (Par) and ‘Henry’ (Pa 
(both 2d run). 


Last week ‘Go West’ (M-G) and 


‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) (both 2d run), 
$4,500, okay. 
State (Loew) (3,600: 28-39-44-55) 


—‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) and ‘No- 


bodvy’s Children’ (Col). About $9,000 
in five days, satisfactory. Last week, 
same duo tallied big $14, 900. 


EDDIE FOY, JR., COMIC 
TOPS IN REP’S ‘ROOKIES’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Joseph Santley starts directing 
‘Rockies on Parade’ after finishing 
| ‘Sis Hopkins’ at Republic. 
Eddie Foy, Jr., has the comedy 
lead. 








Back to Scenarizing 
Holly wood, Feb. 18. 

Frances Marion, after almost a 
year of absence from film writing, 
| signed to convert the novel, ‘Strange 
Victory,’ into a screenplay to be 
produced by Sol Lesser. 

Since her last picture job, she has 
been working on a novel for pub- 
lication by Harpers, 


the standout . 


placed | 


band on} 


28-39-44- | 


28- | 


Skidding to $3,300. | 


‘PHILLY’ 23G, B’KLYN 


$17,000 —- ‘Kitty’ 
Strong $16,000 


Brooklyn, Feb. 18. 
| Booming box office for ‘Philadel- 
| Phia Story’ and ‘Gallant Sons’ at 
| Loew's Metropolitan this session. 
Trailing is RKO Albee with ‘Kitty 





‘Virginia’ 





second week. 


second week of ‘High Sierra’ 


be 

| 

| Night at Earl Carroll’s’ 

| in satisfactory figure. 

| Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50) — 
‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Palm 
| Springs’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
for good $16,000. Last week, 
| $19,000. 
| Fox 
‘Virginia’ (Par) and ‘Blackout’ (UA). 
Okay $17,000. Last week, ‘Texas 
Rangers’ (Par) and ‘Second Chorus’ 
(Par) (2d wk), satisfactory $14,000. 

Met (Loew's) (3,618; 25-35-50) — 
‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) and ‘Gallant 
Sons’ (M-G). Mopping up with 
splendid $23,000. Last week, ‘Flight 
Command’ (M-G) and ‘Haunted 
Honeymoon’ (M-G), good $15,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
90)—‘Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Earl Car- 
roll’s’ (Par) (2d wk). Pleasant 
$15,000. Last week, strong $20,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40) — 
‘Phantom Submarine’ (Col) and 
Married Adventure’ (Col). Hefty 
| $5, 000. Last week, ‘Ellery Queen’ 
| (Col) and ‘Caught in Act’ (PRC), 
good $5,000. 


“PHILLY $12,000, 
INDIANAPOLIS 


Indianapolis, Feb. 18. 
‘Philadelphia Story’ at 
dualled with ‘Galiant Sons,” 














is the 


| big noise in town this week, leading | 


| 


other houses in the downtown sec- 
|tor by a good four lengths. Heavy 
turnout has the pic headed for a def- 
inite holdover. Second money goes 
to the Indiana where ‘Western 
Union’ and ‘Golden Hoofs’ are reoll- 
ing up strong night and week-end 
biz, with matinees off. 

Circle languishes dualling ‘You’re 
the One’ and ‘Little Men.’ Lyric 
is being helped by 
| Handsome’ on screen, but stage show 
| is light. 

Estimates for This Week 

Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘You’re the One’ (RKO) and 
‘Little Men’ (RKO). Poor $5,200. 
I.ast week, ‘Invisible Woman’ (U) 
and ‘Nanette’ (RKO), puny $5,400. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Western Union’ (20th) and 
‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th). Good $9,000. 


Last week, ‘Back Street’ (U) and 
‘La Zonga’ (U), picked up after 


weak opening to finish with okay 
$8,200. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
| ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) and 
Sons’ (Col). Big $12,000. Last week, 
‘Gone’ 
55c, very good $12,000. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) and vaude. Not- 
so-good $6,500. Last week, ‘Honey- 
moon Three’ (WB) and ‘Stars Over 
Hollywood’ on stage, okay $9,000. 


$6,500. | 
(Par) | 


H.O. 


will result | 


Headed | 
nifty 


(Fabian) (4,039: 25-35-50) — | 


Loew’s, | ‘ 


‘Tall, Dark, and | 


‘Gallant | 


(M-G) in second week at 40c- | 


Kitty’ 18, 00 Pitt. Forte 


‘WU’ $8,700 — ‘Back St.’ 
Support — ‘Smith’ Weak 


L.A Spotty; ‘Va.-Bob Crosby 





Broadway Grosses 





Wits WOOR.. «oi cccccwss $338,700 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
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(Based on 13 theatres) 








‘WU PACING OK 
CINCY AT 
$12,000 








Cincinnati, Feb. 18. 
Grosses are bulging a trifle over 
last week. Mild weather was a 


booster in first half. 

Ace coiner currently is ‘Western 
Union’ with a good Albee figure. 
Palace has an alrightly in ‘Come 
Live With Me,’ and the Grand is 
doing okay on ‘Land of Liberty.’ 

Combo Shubert’s showing is so-so 
for ‘Tugboat Annie Sails Again’ and | 
the ‘Folies Bergere’ revue. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Western Union’ (20th). Good $12,- 
/000> Last week, ‘Back Street’ (U), 
perked in last half to hit a big $15,- 
000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
Back Street’ (U). Transferred from 
Albee for second week. Dandy $5,- 
500. Last week, ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith’ (RKO) (2d run), fair $4,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Li'l Abner’ (RKO) and ‘Murder 
New York’ (20th), split with ‘Devil’s | 
Pipeline’ (U) and ‘Lone Rider’ 
i' (Ind). Normal $2,100. Same last 
week for ‘Girls 21’ (Col) and 
‘Friendly Neighbors’ (Rep), divided 
with ‘Behind News’ (Rep) and 
‘Black Parrot’ (WB) 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— , 
‘Liberty’ (M-G). Blurbed_ with | 
;notices in schools. Okay $4.000. 
|Last week, ‘Four Mothers’ (WB), 


fair $4,000. 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) | 
Moveover. from 


—‘Sierra’ (WB). 
Palace for second week. Dull $3.,- | 
500. Last-week, ‘Tall, Dark’ (20th), 


| pitiful $2,500. | 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO). Third 
week on front line. Fair $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Honeymoon’ Three’ 
(WB) (2d run), sorry $2,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— | 
‘Come Live’ (M-G). Alright $10,- | 
| 000. Last week, ‘Sierra’ (WB), dis- 
| appointing $9,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60) 
—Tugboat Annie’ (WB) and ‘Folies 
Bergere’ revue. Nice notices on 
| stage show. Pulling $14,000, which 
is above theatre’s average, yet no| 
shakes due to revue’s heavy cost. 
|Last week, ‘Play Girl’ (RKO) and | 
| Milt Britton’s band heading vaude, 
‘hotsy $14,000. | 











| policy at the Carthay Circle, 


| week, ‘Third Floor’ 


| by orchestra on stage 


| (Par) and 





Swell 8G on Femme 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 
(Best Exploitation: Fulton) 
Neither rain, bin storm, etc., can 
keep the dame vay from the down- 
town wickets this week, Ther 
a couple of typical femme 
around in ‘Kitty Foyle’ at Penn 
Back Street’ at 
top biz, blizzards 
inding. ‘Street’ s 
‘Kitty’ may; if not 
ner for the h.o. 
| Hoss opr’y bugs a 
|their alley in 


pix 


and snow notw 
stic ‘ks for sure, 


sock gross for this spot, 


e are 


and 
Fulton and they're 
ith- 
and 
t'll move to War- 


Iso have one up 
‘Western Union’ at 
Senator, and it’s running up another 
which looks 


. Estimates for This Week 
| Fulton (Shea (1,750; 25-40) 
‘Back Street’ (U) St arted to peter 


sut over weekend, result of so-so 
notices and ditto word-of-mouth, but 
will still knock off better than $8,000, 
preat Holds over, with house 
soing dark Feb. 25 for a week to per- 
mit installation of equipment for 
‘Fantasia,’ which opens March 5 
Last week, ‘Keeping Company’ (M-G) 
and ‘Liberty,’ poor $2,600. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Kittv Foyle’ (RKO). Fine $18,- | 
500, with 
above that. 


here, 


for at least three weeks out of the | that will hold this one from a sec- 
deluxe western. Only real disap- ond round here. In event it doesn’t 
pointment of the session is Mr. and | stick, Warner gets ‘Kitty’ for the 
_Mrs. Smith’ at the Stanley, which ho. Last week, ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) 
; crix thumbed down = nd pu iblic JS) (2d wk), great $16,500. 

littoing. act, third week o hil- cle po ee 
pss ne In fac ay ’ 4 Ritz (WB) (800; 40-55 )—‘Gone’ (Sth 
adelphia Story’ at Wat ner, following j 

cake’ ne” Wie : + | wk) downtown. Winding up here 

ortnight at Penn, is topping it.! e 
ve ; after fortnight, first at Penn and 
‘Gone’ still going strong, too, on,‘ or t — Should be ‘a » 

nen r - nov > ~ At 4 

move-over to Ritz for its fifth week the a ee 
downtown $3,000, excellent. Last week, ‘Make 

Lot of tie-ups for Fulton’s ‘Back | Music’ (RKO) and ‘Convoy’ (RKO), 
Street’ with stores, book-shops, etc., | Ut of running at $1,700. 

added to reams of free copy on! Senator (Harris) (1,700; 25-35-50)— 
Miami junket, resulted in biggest |—‘Western Union’ (20th). Falling 
openir day in more than three off somewhat after four great get- 
years. They were lined up for a,awav days, but not enough to stop 
' block at getaway. } $8,700 at least. That’s very good 


outside chance of hitting ! 


-roduct jam only inet. . + 
Froduct jam only thing | biz can be attributed to two things, 


$18,000, ‘Smiths’ $27,500, ‘WU’ 
($22,200, Blonde Surprise $17,300 


Foyle’ and ‘Saint in Palm Springs,’ | 
Fabian Paramount's | 
and | 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 

Another one of those spotty weeks, 
with some of the first runs hitting on 
high and others not farigg so well. 
Steady downpour through Saturday 
and Sunday helped some _ houses 
while hurting others. Paramount is 
again in front with top individual 
gross, much of which must be cred- 
ited to presence of Bob Crosby orch 
on stage. At the Orpheum, where 


| George Jessel and.Lois Andrews are 


topping the stage unit, biz is around 
$11,000, not too forte. 


‘Fantasia’ continues on road-show 
where 
third week will be only slightly be- 
hind second stanza. ‘Western Union’ 
is bringing State and Chinese fair 
returns, while ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 
is heading the RKO and Pantages to 
lucrative results. 
Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1.516: 55- 
83-$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(3d wk). Headed for another sweet 
$14,000 after second stanza just hit 
$15,000. 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) 
30-44-55-75 )—‘Western Union’ (20th) 
and ‘Ride, Kelly’ (20th). Opened 
strong but eased off, so best in sight 
around $9,200. Last week, ‘Tall, 
Dark’ (20th) and ‘Company’ (M-G), 
weak $5,500 on six days. (House dark 
Saturday because of Greek war re- 
lief benefit that night.) 

Downtown (WB) (1.800: 30-44-55) 
—‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and 
‘Father’s Son’ (WB). Good $8.900, 
and holds. Last week, ‘Road Show 
(UA) and ‘Behind News’ (Rep), poor 
$5,900. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) (5th-final 
wk). Poor $1,400 on six-day closing 
sesh. Fourth stanza about $2.500, 
‘Wind’ opens (19) for pop-priced run, 
day-dating with United Artist 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30- 44). 
becca’ (UA) (revival) and 
lenge’ (FA). Heading for nice $2, 
and holding. Last week, cla 
music films. 

Hollywood 

“Strawberry Blonde’ 
‘Father’s Son’ (WB). 
and a h.o. Last week, 
(UA) and ‘Behind News’ 
$5.400. 

Orpheum (B'way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—‘Street Memories’ (20th) and stage 


(2.034; 


‘Re- 
‘Chal- 
800 
sical 


30-44-55) 
(WB) and 
Good $8,400 
‘Road Show’ 
(Rep), weak 


(WB) (2.756: 


show headed by George Jessel and 
Lois Andrews. Weak $11,000. Last 


(RKO) and ‘First 
satisfactory $7.800, 
30-44-55 )— 
(RKO) and 
Very good 
Run- 


Romance’ (Mono), 
Pantages (Pan) (2.812; 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 
‘Lone Wolf Date’ (Col). 
$15,000, meriting a second try. 


| ning considerably ahead of the RKO, 


‘Thing 
wk) and 


the day-dater. Last week, 
Called Love’ (Col) (2d 
‘Meet Chump’ (U), very good $8,700. 
Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 
75)—Virginia’ (Par) and Bob Cros- 
Combination 
of screen and stage heading house 
for neat $18,000. Will get a second 
week. ast week, ‘Mad Doctor’ 
‘Monster Girl’ (Par) with 
spook show, very excellent $17,000. 


RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)— 
|‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and 
‘Lone Wolf Date’ (Col). Big $12.500, 
Holds. Last week, ‘Thing Called 
Love’ (Col) (2d wk) and ‘San Fran- 
cisco Docks’ (U), very good $8.800 
State (Loew-F-WC) (2,404: 30-44. 
55-75)—‘Western Union’ (20th) and 
‘Ride, Kelly’ (20th). Will probably 
wind up with satisfactory $13,000, 
Last week, ‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) and 
‘Company’ (M-G), dismal $8,200 
United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
| 30-44-55)-—‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) (movee 
lover) and ‘Girl News’ (20th). Adde 
|ing new second feature failed to 
|help, and very poor $1,300 in tht, 
Last paso ly ‘Come Live’ (M-G) and 
Liberty’ (M-G), poor $2.200 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) and ‘Gir] News’ 
(20th). Very bad $3.200. Last week 


‘Come Live’ (M-G) 
(M-G), topped $4,500 


and ‘Liberty 


and makes a h.o. certain. Last wee 
| ‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) (4th wk 
| fine at $4,500, making around $30,00 
for the run. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 25-3 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO). 


5-50)—. 
Poor 
which got bad not 


picture itself, ices, 


a fact that house is too well ese 
tablished as a vaude ?— to get by 
on emt ng les: Will be lucky to 
snare $9. 300, W bart is bad here. 
Last week. ‘Son riste JA) and La 
Conga Revue, fin . $17, 000 

Warne r (WB) (2.000: 25-35-50)— 
‘Philadelphia’ (M-G). Here after 
two weeks at Penn, and going great 
guns. Grabbed around a= grand 


opening day without any advance 
publicity at all, and did a land-office 
biz over weekend. Should better 
$9,000, a whopping figure here. Last 
week, ‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk), all- 
at $5,800. 


"Heo 
+ 
rign 
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Here’s looking at you, Joe! a 
Down the hatch, Ben! bie 
| rr ree 

Um...m...m! (Two of the same; please.) 
How’s tricks? 

That’s easy ... I’ve got M-G-M! 

Lucky you, Joe! 

Don’t I know it, Ben! 

They’re pretty HOT right now. 

Never better, I’m doing okay. 

What are you playing Washington’s Birthday? 
I’ve got “Andy Hardy’s Private Secretary.” 

I suppose they claim it’s the best Hardy yet! 
They generally do—and they generally are! 

I hear this “Trial of Mary Dugan” is something! 
They say it’s a sleeper. I’ll screen it and see. 


(Have another, Joe? 

Don’t mind if I do, Ben!) 
It’s amazing how that M-G-M crowd keep it up. 
Well, that’s an old story. 
But when you think of just the past few weeks— 
Yes, its been a merry-go-round since Christmas! 
“Comrade X” and “Flight Command,” for instance? 
“Philadelphia Story,” “Come Live With Me’ too. 











—— 


WHEN 
ONE 
SHOWMAN 
MEETS 

ANOTHER! 








How does the Spring stuff look, Joe? 

On paper March and April look terrific! 

And they’ll probably look colossal on the screen! 
Wally Beery’s “Bad Man” for instance, to start. 
And “Ziegfeld Girl”—I hear it’s the last word! 
The reports say it’s better than “Great Ziegfeld’”’! 


(Fill ’em up please! 
Happy days!) 

Who’s in it, Joe? 
Jimmy Stewart, Garland, Lamarr, Lana Turner. 
Oh boy! 
And just about 50 others! And the songs are great! 
I’ll bet it’s an eyeful! 
Sure, and just when you think they can’t top it— 
You mean a bigger show? 
I think “Men of Boys Town” will top ’em all! 
Tracy and Rooney again? 





Exactly! Reliable sources tell me it’s sensational! 
Gosh, y’ gotta hand it to that outfit! 
Greatest in the history of show business! 
And Friendly! 
You said it! 
(One more, Ben? 
Okay Joe, nightcap.) 





Sica 





1 
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Snain Stresses S. American Blood Ties 
In Pic Invasion to Eclipse U.S. Foothold 





Buenos Aires, Feb. 18. 

Working quietly, agents for Madrid 
producing outfits have been sizing up 
South American film markets with 
a view toward placing pictures 
frankly designed to propagandize the 
‘new order’ of General Francisco 
Franco and his Falangist (Fascist) 
Party. 

While nothing definite has been 
set so far, steps are part of a wide- 
spread propaganda drive by Madrid 
designed to emphasize the theme 
that ‘blood is thicker than Pan- 
Americanism’ and that ‘Spain, the 
Mother Country, represents the true 
friend of Latin-America.’ 

Keeping to that thesis, Falangists— 
of whom Madrid claims there are 
more in South America than in 
Spain—have been hitting at the 
Yanks, insisting that the U. S. has 
‘imperialist aims’ on this continent 
while Spain has nothing but a desire 
for ‘intelligence and love.’ Same idea 
is to be stressed in pix, according to 
exhibs who have been approached 
by agents. Films are to emphasize 
that Spain and the New World are 
‘spiritually and culturally related’ 
and that the close ties with Latin- 
America are ‘based on more than 
language, but on religion and a 
common literature, art and heritage.’ 

Eyeing Market for Some Time 

Been known for some time that 
Spain has been eyeing the Latin 
market, especially positions formerly 
held by Germany and Italy. And 
there’s no doubt in the minds of ob- 
servers that Hitler’s pressure boys 
have been at least partially behind 
the push. Because there is a simi- 
larity of interests between Spain and 
Spanish-speaking countries of South 
America, it’s figured that Franco’s 
propaganda performers can_ get 
across in ways and places closed to 
the Nazis and Fascists. 

Constantly repeated in the pro- 
Franco press is the idea that Uncle 
Sam and his ‘propaganda factory in 
Hollywood’ are out to do Latin- 
America no good and the Yanquis 
don’t really understand the Latin 
point of view, but are merely inter- 
ested in cash. Although amount of 
Spanish product that’s been shipped 
here is small, claim is that between 
50 and 60 pix will be ground out in 
Barcelona and Madrid during the 
coming season and this will give a 
steady flow of features, most of them 
‘suitable’ for Latin America’s 85,000,- 
000 population. 

Aside from the propaganda value, 
which diplomatic observers feel is 
probably less Franco’s idea than that 
of his Axis big brothers, Spain is 
known to want the Latin market-— 
or as much as she can get—to help 
pay for her production. Home 
population is about 23,000,000 and 
hope is that if sufficient market can 
be set here profits should be good. 

Exhibs who've expressed fears the 
Spanish 


been told that Madrid realizes audi- 
ences here are accustomed to a high- 
type Hollywood job and that Spain 
expects to turn out something just 
as good, if not better, both from a 
production and story point of view. 
Besides, they add, it will be real 
Spanish, not sub-titles. 
Think Drive Will Flop 

Many here, however, think the 
drive will flop even before it gets 
started, pointing out that Franco’s 
recent propaganda attempts in other 
directions have laid an egg. One 
such was a drive against establish- 
ment of U. S. military and air bases 
in S. A. Uruguay got so sore at this 
that she had her minister tell Madrid 
in effect, to ke2p her nose out. 

Another recent gag was the forma- 
tion of the Hispanidad Council, 
which roped a number of prominent 
Latins into lending their names until 
they found out what was what and 
who was behind it. Other groups, 
like the recently revived Instituto 
Amevicano, work on the principle of 
winning converts by buttering them 
up with degrees, titles, junketing 
trips, etc. 





Lawrence Ships In 


Ludwig ‘Landy’ Lawrence, Metro's 
European managing director, arrived 


in New York Monday (17) night 
from Lisbon and more than two 
months spent in central Europe 


liquidating Metro holdings in coun- 
tries where Germany banned their 
Operations. 

Originally scheduled to arrive 
about 10 days ago by Clipper plane, 
Lawrence finally came by boat. It 
was delayed several days. 


+ 





12 THEATRES BOMBED 


Switch of Nazi Attack to North 
England Results in Damage 








London, Jan. 24. 

Recent switch of air attacks to the 
North Country resulted in damage 
to a dozen houses alone in the Man- 
chester and Salford area, it has now 
been disclosed by authorities. In 
the majority of cases reopening has 
been effected after repairs. The 
Radnor cinema was completely de- 
molished, while the Gaiety came out 
with a wrecked screen and equip- 
ment. 

Elsewhere in the North, Emery cir- 
cuit still has five houses closed; the 
Moorhouse chain lost the Victory in 
Blackley and has another closed 
through flooding. The Emery con- 
cern suffered damage to six other 
houses in addition to those closed. 


Annual report of South Midlands 
branch of Cinematograph Exhibs 
Assn. indicates its area suffered very 
little. 


U. S. FUTURE IN 
BRAZIL HELD 
LIMITED 











product would hardly be | 
worth the trouble of showing have | 


Expansion of American film com- 
| panies in Brazil is largely depend- 
|ent on a growth in population cou- 
| pled with new theatre building and 
| improvements, according to J. C. 
Bavetta, 20th-Fox manager for Bra- 
|zil, who is presently in New York 
| for home office confabs. He indi- 
cated that not too much could be 
expected as compared with recent 
years, because, as he explained, 20th- 
Fox has been operating in the coun- 
try for about 25 years; hence, he 
pointed out, it’s not like going into 
a new market or a situation that 
can be vastly improved overnight. 

Bavetta cited figures showing that 
there are only 1,200 to 1,300 picture 
theatres in Brazil, or approximately 
the same number as in the metro- 
politan area covered by the N. Y. 
Film Board of Trade. To further 
illustrate his point that, too much 
can’t be expected from such a lim- 
ited market, Bavetta 





on down to 2c. 

Brazil presently is and has been 
for some years on a quota basis as 
to dollar allowances permitted out 
| of the country each week, film com- 
panies having the same arrange- 
ment as American oil companies on 
money remittances, the idea being, 
of course, to protect its dollar ex- 
change. Temporary ban on remit- 
tances which lasted for about a 


week. 
Bavetta plans 
shortly. 


| ABP May Finance 


returning to Rio 





Mycroft Indie Films 


London, Jan. 24. 
The resignation of Walter Mycroft 
from Associated British Picture 
Corp. as director of production has 
not affected his friendly relations 
with the company. 
ent in negotiation to continue mak- 


ing pictures for release by ABP, and | 


there will probably be an arrange- 
| ment whereby Mycroft will be part- 
ily financed by ABP in his future 
films. 

John Corfield will also be inter- 
ested in the venture, but whether the 
Corfield films will be distributed 
through AMP, in addition to the My- 
croft productions, has not yet been 
determined. There is a possibility 
of a new independent producing 
company being formed to handle the 
Corfield output, in addition to a 
tieup with one of the independent 
, production organizations in 
T , 
| First pic Mycroft is doing as an 
|indie is ‘My Wife’s Family,’ Ameri- 
can farce that Fred Duprey original- 
ily brought over. 


said the top | 
admission is around 30c and extends | 


month recently is being lifted next | 


He is at pres- | 


the | 








| In London Studios 











London, Jan. 24. 
RKO inked Percy Parsons to a 
character role in ‘Dangerous Moon- 
light,’ now at Denham. Director 
Leslie Fenton is shooting all footage 
first of stars Sally Gray and Anton 
Walbrook, before putting in call for 
others. This routining is causing 
comment here. Kenneth Kent and 

Derrick de Marney added to cast. 





Aviaton Pictures, new indie out- 
fit under George King and John 
Stafford, has filed title of ‘First of 
the Few’ for its yarn around in- 
ventor of the Spitfire plane. Henry 
C. James scripted. Pic will likely 
be held up till March, awaiting floor 
space. 





British National wound up ah 
work on ‘Love On the Dole,’ from 
the Walter Greenwood stage play. 


Reduction in Finn 
Film Imports Boosts 
Locally-Made Prod. 


Washington, Feb. 18. 

Post-war troubles of Finland do 
not apply to the Finnish motion pic- 
ture industry, the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce has re- 
vealed. 

Reduction of imports of foreign 
films into Finland because of ab- 
normal conditions in that country 
has ‘proved a boon’ to domestic pro- 
ducers, it was stated. Approximately 
30 Finnish feature films should be re- 
leas@d during the present exhibition 
year instead of the normal average 
of about 20, it is estimated, and ex- 
ports of Finnish films, particularly 
to Sweden, are expected to increase. 
Finns living in the U. S. and Canada 
also are said to ‘now display greater 
interest in the national product.’ 

Although prospects for domestic 
production look brighter, only about 
150 features—or half the normal 
total—are expected to be shown in 
Finnish theatres during the current 
exhibition year. American pix ‘con- 
tinue to maintain their outstanding 
lead’ in Finland, the Commerce De- 
partment was informed, accounting 
for nearly 50% of the 87 features 
shown in the first nine months of 
1940. German films represented 17% 
of the total of features shown in that 
time and domestic features 16%. 





operating in Finland in 1939 
amounted to $3,200,000, of which 
$2,400,000 represented income from 
imported films. 


Trend of the Times 


London, Jan. 24. 
Trend of the times is well repre- 
sented in metamorphosis undergone 





End’s few modern legit houses. 


stage occupied by a boxing ring 
Monday afternoon. 


by Cambridge theatre, one of West | 


‘US. Picture Firms Mull Distribution 
Of Latin-American Product Would 
Be Boost to Good-Neighbor Policy 





Gross receipts of the 400 theatres | 


| 


| 








HICKS’ SAD NEWS 


from Panama, Learns 
Mother-in-Law’s Death 





Back of 





John W. Hicks, Jr., Paramount's 
foreign sales chief, had barely landed 
in N. Y. with his wife, from attend- | 
ing the first 100% Latin-American 
sales meeting in Panama, when he | 
was informed of the death that morn- | 
ing (Zaturday) of his mother-in-law, | 
Mrs. Fred C. Phipps, in Sedalio, Mo. | 
He and Mrs. Hicks immediately left 
for Sedalia. Hicks plans returning 
to N. Y. today (Wednesday). 

Hicks briefly recounted about the | 
Paramount sales’ session '§ before 
boarding his train for the west. The 
press in Ancon and Cristobal de- 
scribed the convention as ‘the finest 
example of goodwill building by an | 
American commercial organization | 
in the history of Latin-American | 
trade relations.’ Par representatives | 

| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


from 21 Latin-American republics 
attended. 





HYAMS LINES UP 
PROVINCIAL 
VAUDE 


London, Jan. 24. 

Stalled by air-raids from using his 
Gaumont State House here, Phil | 
Hyams has taken to lining up local | 
halls with which to carry out his 
vaude policy. First in the deal is 
Watford, outer London town, where 
the local emporium has been leased 
on rental by Hyams for alternate | 
weeks. Deal carries options till De- 
cember next and allows for altera- 
tions to existing stage structure. 

Operator doesn’t indicate whether 
his plan ig actually countrywide in | 
its development, but he’s known to 
have opened negotiations for other | 








! 
| 


spots. Watford deal is a likely 
checkup to see how it goes. | 
Rumor links this Hyams setup 


with a purchasing of road rights to 


| ‘Hi Gang,’ Bebe Daniels-Ben Lyon 
radio hour, Show holds top air rat- 
ing. 


| 


Cellier Succeeds Wontner 





London, Jan. 24. | 
At British Equity Council, Frank 


| Cellier was elected treasurer to re- | 
Bostock-controlled theatre sees its | place retiring Arthur Wontner. 


Latter has held sway over the 
books since inception of Equity here. 








~ London In Wartime 





| 


| 





London, Jan. 24. 


, ture he appears in for an English | 


Engagement announced of David | film company should be directed by 


| Horne, actor, to Ann 


| professional, 


Farrer, non- 





Despite hopeful reports of a run 
| until Easter, ‘Aladdin’ closes at the 
Coliseum Feb. 8. 


| New ballet season opens at the 
Little theatre Feb. 11. Show, to be 
staged by the Ballet Group, runs 


daily at lunchtime for an hour, with 
extra later performances on Thurs- 
days and Saturdays. 





} 


; 


Leslie Fenton. 





‘Hi Gang,’ the radio feature star- 
ring Bebe Daniels, Vic Oliver and 
Ben Lyon, goes into production for 
Gainsborough Films in June. Mean- 
while, Vic Oliver starts on film in 
March for newly-formed John Cor- 
field Film Corp. 

Lou Jackson on strict diet. Lost 
28 pounds in fortnight. 


Bert Feldman has recovered from | 


| ‘Spellbound,’ Pyramid Films’ first | shingles, which has left him with 
venture, which ran into censorial | weak eyestght. 

|trouble, played two weeks at the | a 

|London Pavilion. Business war- | Johnny Green, England’s pocket 


| ranted another week, but had to be | Crosby, getting his 100th broadcast, 


| pulled due to previous commitment! with British Broadcasting 


| by United Artists, which 
‘You Will Remember,’ starring Rob- 
ert -Morley. 


-First time in history of the Palace, | broadcasts. 
its | 


| Blackpool, that it abandoned 
| vaudeville policy to show a picture 
‘The Dictator’ booked there for four 
weeks, 





| 


controls | celebrating the occasion by giving 
‘house, to show British Lion Films’ | him four minutes on his own. 


| 


| Gerald Freeman, managing direc- | 
itor of Anglo-American Films, goes | meeting for Feb. 18 to pass on new | 


| back to America in April. 





1 on 
David Niven insists that any pic- | bers. 


Corp., 





The Marquis of Queensberry off to 
America shortly to do series of 12 





Charles B. Cochran dickering with 
Vic Oliver to star him in a new re- 
vue. Opening in August. 





Equity has called a special general | 


rule increasing chorus representation 
council from two to six mem- 


| widespread 


, hibitor Assn., 
| tered from existing agreement and 


| isting 
| pointing to society’s statement made 


| Acquisition of Latin-American film 
| productions for distribution through- 
/out the Spanish-speaking countries, 
and elsewhere when warranted, is 
being mulled by U. S. distributors as 
'a new way to further Latin-Ameri- 
can biz. Several majors already have 
commitments to handle top Latin- 
American pictures, others have deals 
in work and still others are seriously 
considering picking up such produc- 
tions. 

A number of companies are said 
to favor this action, which, of course, 


| would also be a means of develop- 
| ing the good-neighbor policy, rather 


than via too many films with Spanish 
locales and themes. Reason is that 
they have been tipped off by their 
representatives in the Latin Ameri- 
cas that too often Latin-American- 
themed vehicles made by U. S. com- 
panies carry sequences or angles ob- 
noxious to native audiences and 
seldom build the goodwill sought. 
Argentine Pix Liked in Cuba 
Argentine pictures are well liked 
in Cuba, with Buenos Aires stars 
known and appreciated by Cuban au- 


|diences. Popularity of these films is 


reported to have reached the point 
where they acluaiiy furnish some 
competition for American product. 

Average Latin-American producer 
today does not have the necessary 
setup to distribute outside the coun- 
try of origin. What outside distri- 
bution his product gets is obtained 
via state righters. This has not 
proved too satisfactory. Consequent- 
ly he would rather make a deal 
with an American distributor, even 
if given lower terms, because of the 
advantages that go with organized 
distribution. 

This alignment naturally is going 
to bring additional high-grade fea- 
tures from the Latin Americas. Ap- 
preciation of this trend was realized 
by Clemente Lococo a year ago 
when he bought a _ tremenduous 
amount of equipment which he took 
back to Argentine for studio opera- 
tions. Now he is set to turn out at 
least 16 features, with product 
geared for the entire Latin-American 
market. His company, known as 
EFA, has Richard Harlan, formerly 


|assistant director for Paramount, as 


one of five directors. 
Par Mulls Deals 

Paramount has been considering 
deals for this Latin-American prod- 
uct for some time. United Artists, 
which has Latin-America Co. (Ha- 
vana) product contracted for dis- 
tribution in Cuba and the Latin- 
Americas, is in the market for other 
South American films if worthy of 
distribution, 20th-Fox 
has no intention of making such dis- 
trib deals. 

Warner Bros. is not committed thus 
far on picking up such Spanish- 
made films, even on a limited scale, 
but may definitely set a policy on 
this when Robert Schless, foreign 
manager, returns from his present 
trip through Central and South 
America. Metro has not picked up 
any product for distribution but is 
always open to make pacts for any 
worthwhile material. 

RKO recently has favored any plan 
whereby relations with Latin-Ameri- 
can nations could be improved. Com- 
pany already has a dea) for produc- 
tion in Spain. Columbia has an- 
nounced no plans on such a distribu- 
tion move. 

Universal has picked up Latin- 
American productions for Spanish 
market distribution, and is con- 
stantly on the lookout for additional 
films when they show possibilities. 


MUSIC PACT STATUS QUO 


Deal With Briiish Exhibs Only 

Slightly Altered °“--~m Previous One 
London, Jan. 24. 

New pact covering music fees for 

cinemas, between Performing Rights 

Society and Cinematograph Ex- 

is only slightly al- 


not in any way affects basic scale of 
fees. 

PRS took the thunder out of ex- 
clamor for a reduction by 


when signaturing previous pact, and 


| indicating a sizable tilt would be in 
| line for them next time. 


By agree- 
ing to forego pressing this, society 
edged exhibitor group into a nec- 
essary dropping of all talk of cuts. 
At one time hinted reduction was in 
neighborhood of 30%, based on war- 


i time conditions. 


-— 
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TO SHOWMEN 
IN DOUBLE-BILL TERRITORY 


Nes, | 








! DOUBLE SHUDDERS! 
—" 


la 
er shown! 


VARIETY 
Paramount, with a horror show on screen 
(dual), is garnering a very big figure at 
over $17,000. 
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St. Louis Variety Club May Go Into 


Restaurant Biz to Increase Revenue 





St. Louis, Feb. 18. 
Execs of the local Variety Club 
are mulling a proposal to enter the 
restaurant business as a means of 
increasing the club’s revenues and, 
if the tentative plan crystalizes, the 
eatery will be opened on Grand 
Blvd. in the heart of the midtown 
amusement sector. The tentative 
plan calls for the reopening of the 
shuttered Hollywood in the Missouri 
Theatre Bldg. The owner of the 
building is expected to put up $15,- 
000, with the Variety Club advanc- 
ing a like sum which is expected to 
be enough to launch the enterprise. 


The Variety Club’s portion of 
the dough will be donated by some 
of the bigger exhibs with the un- 
derstanding they will be reimbursed 
if the undertaking proves profitable. 
The club is now located in the base- 
ment of the Roosevelt Hotel in the 
west end and will be moved to the 
building with a mezzanine being 
utilized for offices, lounge, etc. A 
committee headed by Harry C, Ar- 
thur, Jr., chief barker, and Lou An- 
sell of the Ansell Bros. circuit of 
theatres, is acquainting members 
with the idea. 





Texas Variety’s Pledge 


Dallas, Feb. 18. 

More than $1,000 worth of equip- 
ment for a free eye clinic in Dallas 
was promised by the Variety Club of 
Texas at a special meeeting of the 
board and the entire membership 
last week. 

Equipment is for the Eye Conser- 
vation department of the Freeman 
Memorial Clinie for Underprivileged 
Children. Staff and officials of the 


Clinic appeared before the member- | 


ship to explain the need for the in- 
struments requested. 


Pittsburgh Election 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 
With promotion of Burtus Bishop, 
Jr., to a district managership for 
Metro in Kansas City, A. Mike Sha- 
piro, local indie circuit owner, has 
been elected assistant chief barker 
of Variety Club’s Tent No. 1 here. 





That was the post to which Bishop | 


had been named at last election. 
Brian McDonald steps up into Sha- 
piro’s former office, that of second 
asst. chief barker, and Art Morrone 
was picked for the vacancy on the 
board made by McDonald's eleva- 
tion. 

John H. Harris, national chief 
barker of Variety Clubs, announced 
that national convention, which had 
been scheduled for Atlantic City in 
April, had been postponed until 
middle of May instead. 





Variety’s Keegan Salute 
Milwaukee, Feb. 18. 

Jack Keegan, with Warner Bros. 
here for many years, who was shifted 
from his post as Wisconsin district 
manager in December to the man- 
agement of the WB Venetian theatre 
in Racine, Wis., being succeeded lo- 
cally by Marcel Brazee, who came 
from the house Keegan went to, 
was feted by the Variety club here 
this past week prior to leaving for 
Detroit to assume a new job as zone 
manager and film buyer this week 
with United Detroit Theatres (Para- 
mount). Keegan’s farewell to Mil- 
waukee was the largest event of its 
kind Variety club ever held for a de- 
parting member, and he was pre- 
sented with a solid silver tea service 


‘Ecstasy’ Suit Settles 
U.S. Rights for 5 Years 








Ownership of ‘Ecstasy’ changed 
hands Thursday (13) when Justice 


Aaron Steuer in N.Y. supreme court, | 


handing down a ruling from the 
bench after a one-day trial, gave the 
rights to the Hedy Lemarr starrer 
to Michael Wyngate, Inc., and Max 
Weingarten, Plaintiffs 
Eureka Productions, Inc., and Sam- 
uel Cummins, claiming that the de- 
fendants’ rights to the picture ran out 
in October, 1939. 

Plaintiffs bought the next five- 
year rights from Elekta Productions 
of Czechoslovakia, but the defend- 
ants refused to turn over the prints. 
The court's ruling issued an injunc- 
tion against further distribution by 
the defendants, ordered all prints to 
be turned over to the plaintiffs, who 
are also given an accounting of pro- 


fits and damages against Eureka. 
Fitelson & Mayers represented the 
plaintiffs, 


were suing | 





is 


SPG WANTS TO BARGAIN 





Hearings were resumed Monday 
(17) before the National Labor Re- 
lations Board in the effort of the 
New York unit of the Screen Pub- 
licists Guild to have itself declared 
bargaining agent for all homeoffice 
press, exploitation and advertising 
department employees. Testimony 
is expected to wind up this week, 
following a postponement from last 
week because of illness of trial ex- 
aminer Dan Baker. 

Employees for whom the Guild 
seeks to bargain have been divided 
into various categories according to 
their work. When it is determined 
|either by agreement or by the 
NLRB decision which employees 
|are legitimate members, an election 
will be held by the Labor Board to 
determine if the SPG holds a ma- 
jority. 

Suggestion by Hyman Glickstein, 
SPG counsel, that producers con- 
sent to immediate elections in seven 
categories has been turned down by 
the company lawyers. These groups 
were advertising copywriters, ex- 
ploitation men, pressbook editors 
and writers, publicity writers and 
planters, and production men. 

Guild’s right to represent artists, 
both salaried and piecework, and 
foreign publicity men was contested 
by all companies. It was claimed 
that the foreign publicity is handled 
by a different department entirely, 
and therefore these workers should 
not belong to the same union as the 
| domestic publicity men. 

Much of the testimony that has 
| been taken was by various press de- 
| partment employees, who explained 
| their work so that the NLRB office 
in Washington can give a decision 
on whether or not they are eligible. 

Current hearings apply to 
majors but Metro and Warner Bros., 
which were granted separate hear- 
ings. Latter are expected to start 
within a couple days of the pres- 
ent testimony-taking. Illness of ex- 
aminer Dan Baker has held up the 
proceedings. 








| 
| 
| 
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~ MAXIMUM FOR 
—— “PULHAM’ 


| 


Metro yesterday (Tuesday) pur- 


chased ‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.,’ novel 
by John P. Marquand, which is to 


be published tomorrow (Thursday). | 


Deal was on a sliding scale basis, 
depending on book sales. Studio 
made a base payment of about $12,- 
500, with an arrangement for a cer- 
tain sum to be paid for each group 
of 2,000 or 2,500 copies sold by book 
wholesalers until a maximum of $50,- 
000 is reached. 

‘Pulham’ is the Book-of-the-Month 
Club selection for March, but these 
copies will not count in the Metro 
payoff. Number of Book-of-the 
Month sales vary, but around 110,000 
are anticipated for ‘Pulham.’ It was 
serialized in McCall’s magazine as 
‘Gone Tomorrow.’ 


Other Story Buys 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Al Martin sold ‘Murder by Proxy’ 
to Sam Katzman for production at 
Monogram. 

‘Sing a Song of Suicide,’ detective 
novel, has been annexed by Par- 
amount from James R. 
singer, who authored. 


Producers Releasing Corp. 
Warners bought Mary 
| Rinehart’s story, ‘The Dog 
Orchard,’ for a short subject. 


Bet You'll Scare Now 


tioliywood, Feb. 18. 


Roberts 
in the 





| 


Spooky films become _ spookier | 
‘through the use of a new lacquer-like 
| substance, developed at California 


Institute of Technology and tried out 
satisfactorily at 20th-Fox. 

Used as a coating for camera lenses, 
the new substance, still unnamed. 
cuts out reflected light rays and add 


jan eerie glow to mystery pictures. 


FOR N. Y. PIX PRAISERS 


all | 


METROS $50,000 


Langha, 


| ‘South of Panama’ has been sold by | 
Sidney Sheldon and Ben Roberts to | 


B’klyn Indie Fights 
306 Boothmen’s Move 








| Action of wocal 306, AFL projec- 
| tionists union, against Julius Wolff, 
operator of the Livonia theatre, 





pire State operators installed in their 
| place. ‘ 


Exhibitor Wolff is being represent- | 


ed by attorney Louis Nizer before 
the labor board. Nizer claims that 
the union called out the projection- 
ists on a Saturday noon without 
giving notice, that this constituted 
quitting rather than a_ legitimate 
strike, and that Wolff under the cir- 
cumstances was forced to hire Em- 
pire’s projection men. He contended 
that Wolff did not refuse to nego- 
tiate, but that the 306 Local did and 
tried to blackjack him into signing 
for an increase which he couldn't 
afford to pay. 

It was pointed out during the 
hearings by Nizer that Wolff, his 
wife and son ail work in the theatre 
which is a last-run operation and 
that $111 weekly is paid the projec- 
tionists. 

Local 306 always has claimed jur- 
isdiction over theatres in Greater 
New York and long has contested 
Empire State’s desire to gain a foot- 
hold in the city. 


IA AND AFM 10 
INTERVENE IN 
DET. CASE? 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 

George E. Browne, of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, and James C. Petrillo, of 
the American Federation of Mu- 
Sicians, are due for a special visit 
‘to Detroit next week to intervene 
in the present fight of the local 
| Building Service Workers Union 











| against the United Detroit Theatres. | 


| Frank Martell, of the Wayne 
|County Labor Body, has appealed 
|direct to William Green, of the 
American Federation of Labor, for 
| support in this fight against the cir- 
cuit. Ray Carroll, secretary-treas- 
urer of the Janitors’ Union, has 
been on the air regularly with a 
| direct plea to the showgoers of De- 
| troit to stay away from the United 
| Detroit theatres. Janitors Union is 
j}asking for an eight-hour day, six- 
| day week and a minimum wage 
scale of $5 per day. 





| 
| National Issue? 
Detroit, Feb. 18. 
Picketing of United Detroit The- 
atres and other houses here by the 
Building Employees local threatens 
to grow into a national issue. While 
no strike has been formally de- 
clared, the case will be one of those 
to be reviewed by the American 
Federation of Labor Council at its 
winter meeting in Miami, president 
William Green has announced. 
Since Christmas time, although 
the urion has called out no em- 
ployees, members of the Building 
Employees have been picketing the 
Michigan, United Artists, and Palms- 
State, downtown houses of U. D. as 
well as some of the chain’s’ nabes, 
and also took on Balaban’s Adams. 


Recently Ray Carroll, head of the 
union, took his fight to the radio 
using VARIETY b.o, figures as proof 
that the picketing was cutting down 
| business and urging Detroiters to 
lay off patronage until the union 


got a 48-hour, $5-a-day contract for 
the janitors. 

The Detroit delegation which will 
present the case to the national 
body is headed by Frank X. Martel, 
Detroit Federation president. 


Fly Through the Air 


| Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

| Leslie Goodwins, recovering from 
a long siege of flu, is slated to direct 

‘Parachute Battalion,’ a Howard Ben- 

edict production for RKO. 

; Illness compelled Goodwins to re- 
sign the directorship of RKO’s ‘They 
Met in Argentine.’ 

Wayne’s Dixie Brogue 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
John Wayne acquires a soft south- 
ern accent as male lead opposite Ona 


Munson in ‘Lady From New Or- 
leans’ at Republic. 

Picture starts next Monday (24) 
with Bernard Vorhaus as producer- 


nirartar 
* GirecrOs, 


jectionists were thrown out and Em- | 


Screen Writers Guild Moves To 


| 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Demands for abolition of all spec- 
ulative writing in the film industry 
have been drafted by the Screen 
| Writers Guild and will be submit- 
ted to the Producers this week. The 
/SWG negotiating committee will in- 
sist that all ‘spec’ deals must go, 
whether actually written or oral. 

This move will have an important 
bearing on future studio story con- 
ferences, which the writers contend 
is causing most of their present 
grief, unemployment, etc. The SWG 
'Says that scores of complaints have 
been received in recent months, in 
which it is claimed the companies 
evaded the present ‘spec’ contract 
clause by ‘oral work.’ The Guilders 
contend four or five writers are often 
called into a conference, handed a 
book, and asked to come back with 
| some ideas of what they think of it. 
| It is claimed the writers may 
spend two or three days reading the 
book, and anywhere from two days 
to a week preparing an idea, only to 
have another writer assigned to the 
screenplay. They point out that the 





nothing for their efforts, although 
they may have passed up opportuni- 
ties for other work in the belief they 
were going to be handed this assign- 
ment. 
SWG Want New Deal 

The SWG has requested an imme- 
diate meeting with tthe Producers to 
talk, over a new basic agreement to 
supplant the present six-month pact 
which expires in April. 
time, the writers made it plain they 


that will afford real protection for 
scriveners, and that ‘under no cir- 
cumstances’ will they renew the 


present skeleton contract. Abolition 
of flat deals, or else a high mini- 


ROXY, N-Y,, NIXES 
TIVE TRAILER 
FOR ‘RIO 


Plans to produce a special stage 
show trailer at the Roxy, N. Y., plug- 














Kayo All Speculative Scripting 


Y. State Labor Board in N. Y. on/| 
the complaint that the union’s pro- | 


{mum, and minimum salaries, also 
will be included in the new de- 
mands. 


' point 


The SWG negotiating committee is 
composed of prexy Sheridan Gibney, 
Mary C. McCall, Jr., Sidney Buche- 
man, Dore Schary, Ralph Block, 
Dwight Taylor and John Howard 
Lawson. The Producers will ap- 
their negotiating committee 
this week. It is probable that sev- 
eral company attorneys will be in= 


| cluded, since they handled most of 
| the negotiations with the writers 


| actors, 


four or five original writers receive | 





At the same | 


when 
inked. 


Following the disclosure that earn- 
ings of extras nosedived to an all- 
time low in January, the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild announced they would 
press for immediate action on their 
demands for improved wages and 
conditions for atmosphere players, as 
well as day players and freelance 
There were only 12,105 job 
placements in January, calling for 
an aggregate payment of $132,636.90. 
This was $35,000 under January, 
1940, and nearly $100,000 under Jan- 
uary, 1939. 


Extras Face Crisis 
The extra situation has become so 


the present contract was 


; serious that Howard R. Philbrick, 


general manager of Central Casting 
Corp., released figures to show that 
70% of extra casting is being done 
directly by the studios. Warners is 
the only studio that is refusing to 
make any direct requests for extras, 
with Universal making requests only 
in certain’ instances. Philbrick 


will insist upon a contract this time | P°inted out that with Central han- 


| dling only 30% of the calls, there 


|ed an alternate member 


ging ‘That Night in Rio’ (20th-Fox) | 


were shelved this week after the 
theatre management previewed the 
first of the three tailor-made film 
trailers produced at the 20th studios. 
| Original idea was to have Jack Part- 
ington produce a live show trailer 
advertising ‘Rio.’ To minimize cost 
to the Roxy, 20th-Fox shipped some 
$10,000 worth of costumes to New 
York. Stage trailer, with condensed, 
thumb-nail hint of production num- 
bers from film, was to be presented 
along with ‘Tobacco Road,’ which 
opens Feb. 20. 

Roxy execs, however, found that 
studio film job covered the ground 
thoroughly, and when considering 
also that additional stage stuff, de- 
voted to the same subject, would 
tend to slow the tempo, it abandoned 
the live trailer proposal. Far as can 
be ascertained, last time a live sto-e 
trailer was presented at Roxy was 
in connection with ‘Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band.’ 

The film trailers were reportedly 
turned out at 20th-Fox on suggestion 
of Herman Wobber, as a substitute 
for the lack of radio exploitation be- 
cause of the ASCAP schism. 


DUAL B’WAY PREEM FOR 
“JOHN DOE’ AT RIV, 51 ST. 


| A dual world premiere will be 
held at a pop-run policy for ‘Meet 
John Doe’ on Broadway early next 
month when the Rivoli and 5lst St. 
theatres bow the Frank Capra- 
Robert Riskin (WB) production 
Barbara Stanwyck and Gary Cooper 
are starred. Date hasn’t been set. 
| Date at the Rivoli will have upped 
prices, the scale to be the same at 
both theatres, and film will 
continuous showings at both houses 
following the evening debut. 
Engagements in key cities in the 
U. S. and Canada will be launched 
| following the New York openings 








have 


were few jobs to distribute among 
the 6,500 players clamoring for work. 

Walter Pidgeon has been appoint- 
of the 
Screen Actors Guild board of direc- 


| tors to serve during the absence of 


Gloria Stuart. Florence Nash, who 
had been subbing for Nash, resigned. 


All extras working out of Central 
Casting Corp. have now been typed 
to appearance, age, clothes, etc. 
This means that calls are no longer 
based on wage scales, but upon the 
individual extra. In the past extras 
were merely assigned telephone 
numbers according to the wage 
bracket in which they were ac- 
customed to working, those in the 
$5.50 bracket never being given an 
opportunity to qualify for better 
paying jobs. 

Directors’ Demands Up 

The Producer-Screen Directors 
Guild Conciliation Committee will 
meet Wednesday (26) to discuss de- 
mands of the SDG for a 90% Guild 
Shop, minimum salaries for directors 
mall budget pictures, pay for 
cutting time, etc. If this committee 
is unable to agree, the demands go 
to arbitration for final settlement. 

The Producers have 
agreement with five studio unions 
calling for the payment of workers 
within 48 hours after they are dis- 


as 


on 


missed without being given a call 
back for the next day. The worker 
will have the right to specify 


whether the check should be mailed 
directly to him or to his union head- 
quarters, 

It also was agreed that the worker 
must be notified at the end of each 
hift whether he is being dismissed 
or whether he is to return the next 
day. If such notice is not given the 
worker has the right to assume he 
a call back and upon reporting 
is entitled to a minimum three-hour 


na 


call. The crafts affected by the 
agreement are studio, plasterers, 
carpenters, electricians, teamsters 


and utility workers. 

The deal was set at a conference 
»etween Pat Casey, Fred Pelton and 
Orville Fouse, representing the Pro- 
ducers, and Frank Carothers, Al 
Smith, L. C. Helm, Joseph Touhy, 
Ralph Clare, Al Speede, William 
Castle, Ben Martinez and FE. W. Par- 
sons, sitting in for the Unionists. 


Virtually all of the studio locals 
of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees have 
submitted demands calling for a 
minimum six-hour work call, and 
improved wages and conditions. It 
is generally understood, however, 
that even the locals themselves do 
not expect to make any headway 
without the assistance of George E. 
Browne, prexy, and the general ex- 
ecutive board of the IATSE. Several 
of them have already appealed to 
the International for assistance, but 
it is understood the IATSE is de- 
termined to give the Coast locals all 
autonomy they want before 
stepping into the picture. 


tha 


reached an fg 
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Strawb Blond fair cver-all audience interest that inj j GOLDEN HOOFS Phantom Submarine 
rawberry Blonde ee eee | injature Reviews 
will get it by without complaint. Columbia release of Ralph Cot 
: r irst | Holly wood, Feb. 14. olumbla r ph Cohn produce 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. Ingrid Bergman makes her first | a 20th Century-Fox release of ‘Walter Mo-| tion. Features Anita Louise, Bruce Hen- 
tpn a * Star “James pvt . 0 fn | ee ee ee ae a sem ‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB). Re- = | rosco-Ralph Dietrich production, —| Stars aetna tye donee phan ass “ roam ° 
wit pews maf-y ase eon = a ° ; mer i) 4 i avi selzni “ . . . ; i » there fea s *harle Budd oss ‘ - ; M Ae 5 US : 
@e Hivilland features Rita Haywe aoe re oduction in David O. Theorie _ ° make of ‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ : nes Ww . a - ‘te 4g oy — yin Muir; screenplay, Joseph Krumgold: cam- 
Alan Hale, Jack Care George Tobias Intermezzo’ last year. Under able an “ ins Niet. ; | ogers. erecses Mtg tog rh era, Barney McGill; sound, George Cooper; 
Directed by Raoul Wal! Screenpla ! cuidance of Gregory Ratoff Miss Starring Cagney and Olivia de | play by Ben Grauman — original by editor, William Lyon Reviewed at Va 
‘ . ec! lpia ul a if ‘ 4 : ne s > ’ o , . id * far ° ae 9 2 . . 
Julius J. and Philip G. Epstein, from play Beroman turns in a persuasive and Havilland, OK for regular runs. | ~ agg es iS ogg Ypres ings 6 oom Neb., dual, Running time, 
vy James lesan dialog dtrecta Flue ae at ‘ ‘ ‘ owe , + P » 7. sucien driot; ditor, James . bee 4 ’ Ns, 
Pes aes 7 era, James. Wong’ Howe: sympathetic performance that indi- Adam Had Four Sons’ (Col). | Previewed in studio projection room Feb, = 0 et 
StUa EERE ¢ Ja Theee apes > ' flea , - = . ’ aoe Renae . ‘. BGCIOINE. .cecsccess Py cooce Amite suis 
editor, William Holmes; ass’t director, Russ cates she could hit substantial b.o. Ingrid Bergman and Warner | 13, ‘41. Running time, 68 MINS. : BOM aINe. s overenteensssdee! zAnita Loul "e 
pau .- Previews * A weenie, Fe - rating with more frequent acsign- Baxter in moderately entertain- f~ sae 4 ge ae ; aie Veena Walia” ot ee Oscar O'Shea 
l inning ‘ NS, - CF MacArdle... aries suday OF @ > ’ . 
Biff Grimes ....James Cagney ments. Warner Baxter does well as ing drama. Nominal b.o. bt Stent catherine Aieriane Drow. oer eeeeees kinetic’ ’ cise eee ret 
Amy Lind Olivia de Havilland the head of the household, steeped ‘Blonde’ Inspiration’ (M-G). | Dr. Timothy lrake.......... George IVCINE Uta... <<, che ckkeiecarkyc ce Victor Wong 
Oia Mas ri ae he od ‘Hale in good old American tradition that Feeble comedy about pulp- on ebemaatcanpeepaniel ean Buen Clark | Second Mule...++-o0+e0s Charles McMurphy 
- Demme CiPimen.... ss ccectesee lé le ; é Dear “ | . “4 _. SPT TPPTCeTTrT. ere TT ee. ul ee I ee i ae Hi: Stra 
Hug Rs ..--Jack Carson — encamped unbreakable. ve writers. | RR ail eae: Phillip Hurlick = ee 
Nicholas ..George Tobias WMlembers 0 1e supporting Cast are ‘ : . in’ ‘o]) CPO < o.5asccessveecatscers ...-Shefla Ryan ° 
Mrs, Mule Una O'Conner eompetently slotted for their re- " Blondie Goes Latin (Col). Calvin Harmon........... Howard Rickman | | Takes cast and scripters a long 
Harold ....George Reev: pective assignments Fay Wray is Set to music, latest Bumstead b inate time to get to the title in this film, 
Harold's G ...Lucile Fairbanks * ass } >. ad “7 = al gives series new : - : hic ‘ ; : 
Big Joe Edward MeNamara excellent in brief appearances during | site ~~ , aaa ay - eresaiet The raising and training of trotting = ae ceiaiine Eieliets “inde tes 
Josephine re Peer” Helen Lynd the early episodes as the mother of ile. olidas eLier -O. ioe. . , a re ’ >, ffi “ 
Toby... ....Herbert Heywood 4) y episodes a ‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th). Jane | horses for the grand circuit provides| money. It has a good peg on which 


Warners dins into the Gay Nineties 
period with this second film version 
of James Hagan's play, ‘One Sunday 


the household; while Susan Hayward 
stands out as the scheming and con- 
niving wife of son Johnny Downs. 


Helen Westley injects minor comedy 


Withers races trotting horses in 
good programmer that will click 
with her following. 


a fresh racing background for this 
Jane Withers starrer. Picture is a 
solid programmer for the Withers 


to hang the campaign, what with 
Axis under-sea warfare now in full 
swing and getting headline mention. 

Actually, ‘Phantom Submarine’ is 


Afternoon. Paramount turned out ae on ae = —, —_ _ ‘Father’s Son’ (WB). oe following in the family houses, and| very dull. It’s about a trip on a 
the original picture back in 1933 Picture Is divi nto Two sec- | third-rate. Top players are John | wij) be easily acceptable by audiences | Salvage ship to a small Caribbean 
with Gary Cooper starred. Lacking tions. First details the 1907 period,| Jy ite) and Frieda Inescort. pre ? head ; island, off which is supposed to be 
action in many spots, and failing to with young Miss Bergman arriving | that are not too particular in an 


maintain a consistent gait overall, 
picture’s major interest is the Ameri- 


from 


four young boys as governess. She 


abroad to assume charge of the | 


‘Phantom Submarine’ (Col) No 
marquee names, but has exploita- 
tion possibilities. Story is light 


oversupply of hokum injected for 


general entertainment purposes. 





a sunken hulk containing a fortune 
in gold. A sobbie (Anita Louise) is 
commissioned incog away from her 


cana display of manners and cus- soon becomes one of the family, but i ‘ ; 7 : ' paper by the U. & Navy to find out 
toms of the particular period. Star- sudden death of the wife is followed and the performance Jikew oe one Sees © the youngster who about a mysterious sub which is said 
ring combo of James Cagney and by family’s financial collapse and Devil Commands’ (Col). Not has a knack of training trotters in| to be cruising those waters on a mis- 
Olivia de Havilland is sufficient necessity of the gir] returning home. a chance. sion against the Panama canal. Most 


marquee dressing, however, to carry 
it through the regular runs for nom- 


Ten years later Baxter recoups his 


‘Spring Meeting’ (Pathe-Brit- 


upper New York state; Buddy Rogers | 


arrives to turn the old farm into a! 


of the footage deals with the os 


fortunes, reacquires the old home, ish). Sturdy comedy that should foe . | Of Miss Louise, who stows away, an 
inally profitable biz. ind sends for Miss Bergman to re-| qo okay on U. S. duals. training track for racehorses, dis-| Bruce Bennett (nee Herman Brix), 
This entry of the Hagan play turn. With the boys grown to near-| ‘Compliments of Mister Flow’ carding the stable of trotters. Jane| who is the diver on the salvage crew. 
a - open vom a small manhood, —= enlisting in es | @rrench). Pre-war French tng Scentephagg ees pow a Pr ale Band axe ed peat 
own to New ork; otherwise it branches of the service, she is pittec ia Pg iad ait y ogers to riding the sulkies, an ew re, does thre 
sticks close to the original. Cagney against the attempts of unscrunulous Saree-mlenier which shows possi- suffers the pangs of puppy love with | things—(1) finds the gold, (2) finds 
is still an assertive fist-wielder, al- ‘ics Hayward to disrupt the family | bilities. the millionaire youth. There’s a cli-| the sub’s mission has been to lay 


ways ready to do battle, but come: 
off second best in every instance un- 


hapniness through free lovemaking 


‘The Farmer’s Wife’ (Pathe- 


mactic trotting race and a switcheroo 


mines, and (3) proves his diving suit 


: r with her husband’s brother. Miss British). Lightweight, modestly in which Jane’s horse fails to win.| once refused by the navy, can stan 
til one free-for-all at the finish. In Bergman, to protect Baxter and his| budgeted comedy with little box- | But everything comes out all right all the pressure that tests put on it. 
attempting to carry through two sons. apparently sacrifices her own | office strength. when Rogers turns over his winnings Miss Louise is a rehash of the 


major premises—Cagney’s anticipa- 
tion of revenge against the man who 
railroaded him to the pen for a 
stretch: and the battle of his wife, 
Miss De Havilland, to overcome his 


honor in the attempt. But the re- 
strained love of the governess and 
Baxter finally shines forth to end 
things happily. Walt. 











BLONDIE GOES LATIN: 


| (WITH SONGS) 


for a community hospital Jane’s 

grandfather is concerned about. 
Story, although following familiar 

vattern in situations and general de- 


favorite film version of sobbie, about 
as safe a bet with a secret mission, 
from all appearances, as a child with 
a hammer and percussion cap. Dia- 
log she’s given is none too come 


, . F : ——_—_—_———— t, highlights the fresh back- P : cae 
memories of the flirtatious heart- Columbia. release ef Rebest Seasks ore velopmen reewagiel ype mendable, either. Bennett's histrie 
breaker of their pre-marriage days— BLONDE INSPIRATION auction, “stars “Penny Singleton, Arthur | 8TOund of troiters and pacers which | onics aren’t much, but there's so lits 
story is not too clearly pointed. As | Lake, Larry Simms; features Ruth Terry, | have higherto been overlooked by| tle action his part is mostly lost 


Metro release of B. P. Fineman produc- 


Jonathan 








we Sei | Tito Guizar, Hale. WDireeted by|the Santa Anita-conscious writers ; ; : 

@ result, minor incidents of the | 1,:n° Features John Shelion, Virginia Grey, | Frank Ro Straver. Screenplay, Richard pre ss eels earsong steep pe oe motion. The nice work is done by 
period are injected in numerous in- | ajbert Dekker, Charles Butterworth, Don- | Flournoy, Karen DeWolf: story, Quinn p . rers Will g Oscar O’Shea, the ship’s captain, and 
stances to bridge the gaps. nid Meek, Reginald Owen. Directed by | Martin; ‘camera, Henry Frenlich; editor, | 2 boot out of the rhythmic strides of | yet Pedro De Cordoba, who is the 

Story is told in retrospect. Cag- scones A re ee gan ce by tebe one nel gaat ve a — be a Bob | the equines 1n the various race se- correlating factor in the anti-Amerie 

. » . . at so . a ‘ y Jo | ight. y Fed *rojec ( s : ’ 
ney 1s a struggling dentist with few Holm: oomere, Sidney Wagner and Oliver | Linentn sip. Wrannen rhage yg ig Quences. can mine-laying plot. It’s a breeze 
patients, when an emergency call ‘;. wWarsh; music, Bronislau Kaper: edi- | Blondie..........0sceeecee- Penny Singleton Charles (Buddy) Rogers returns to | for them both. : 
comes to pull a molar of his worst | tor, Gene Ruggiero. Previewed in Projec- Nn od cans ate) han hen \rthur_ Lake | films after a long absence, and de- Safest way to handle this film in 
enemy, and he figures to give the lat- | tion og Re Feb, 14, '41. Running eared Dump! Bei vescaseee nies ae Simms livers an above par and personable | the duals—and that’s where it’s des- 
ter a good dose of gas. While wait- ‘me, 71 MEN®. INF TNE ersten es etesr sets ~ pag ohh f. the b tached | tined to go—is to use it for the ex- 
a A Jonathan Briggs......... iin ee NT PRN on caves bb ¥500 549%4050e wes Tito Guizar | Performance as e bemoustache co Ps 1 
ing for the patient’s arrival. yarn a ea a Virginia Grey | Dithers...... Jonathan Hale | young millionaire bent on making ploitation side, and couple with a 
goes back 10 a when Cagney Pt 1 Hendricks --- Albert, Dekker aes anny Mummert | money out of the racing enterprise. | 00d, but hard-to-sell flick. Under 
mac j . ’. | ‘Rittsy’’ Conway...... Charles utterworth | Mailman............0--. Irving Bacor , . : Es . : iti ‘Pp - 
ee ee ae Segre enn | ole Singseccces ces, eG OE E> yr 7 peeegnieseeiad Janet Burston | YOUN Miss Withers dominates things | such conditions, pt ag * paws 
th W b y ho ¢ as were “y a BORIMAIG... ccacsdasvccsdsrvare Reginald Owen | fvent.... ... <cccsccccccscncans Kirby Grant with her usually competent perform- tom Sub’ will provi e e 0. draft, 
other boys who hung around the victoria........scceeeeeseees: Alma Kruger | Captain ..........sssccceeeee ..Joseph King | ance. A colored youngster, Phillip | and the other pic, the entertainment. 
barber shop. Jilted, he conveniently | Regina..........ceeeeeeeees> Rita Quigley | Driver.......... Eddie Acuff | i is , i rt. 
: Uo SBIGS | DYVIVED. cc eee e ee eeeeeseecene +E Hurlick, is neatly spotted for kid 
marries the loving and understand- rm. Ft aad anart Marton — | —— antics and ably carries his prominent ee 
> Nice , rille Cc. e UtCHING. .cccccccccees George Lessey | Ty . : 1 b . re : : rs 

Be a peed tl mpeg oor ot ——— | No film series sticks closer to &/ assignment for display of solid com-| The Devil Commands 
the man who victimized him and John Cecil Holm’s ‘Four Cents a given format than the Blondies, and | edy. George Irving is the kindly old Columbia release ®#f Wallace MacDonald 
stole his first girl. But he again Word, which had been kicking | the first five minutes of each of them medie and grandfather, and others in| proguction. Stars Boris Karloff; features 


meets the girl of his memories. finds 
her a nagging nuisance, and figures 


Bonner’s novel, ‘Legacy,’ which de- 
tails the decade history of a typica! 
American family kept intact by the 
father through the panic of 1907 and 
the World War. The unanimous 
loyalties of the group, through pros- 
perity and vicissitudes, are broadly 
etched throughout the unreeling to 
result in moderately satisfactory en- 
tertainment. Marquee voltage of 
Warner Baxter and Ingrid Bergman 


rs aor nos a ap rr a ——— 


around the Broadway play marts for 


is so much alike the customers can 





neatly, though it’s Shelton who im- 
presses particularly of the entire cast. 

One of the gags satirizing pulp- 
writers with a tendency toward for- 
mula is the ‘writer’s friend,’ a spin- 


ning wheel device that determines | 


plots for stories, and it produces one 
of the film’s niftier laughs. Another 
is in the takeoff of a supposedly 
virile writer who signs 


| Latin-piped Guizar, and the wires | 


| get crossed up in great shape before 
| a finale irons it out. 


| Decision of producer Robert Sparks | parents of a mischievous but seem- 


support. include Katharine Aldridge, 
Buddy Pepper and Cliff Clark. Di- 








and Frieda Inescort, in the principal 
roles, are anything but inspired. 
They play man and wife, the 


Richard Fiske, Amanda Duff, Anne Rever® 
and Ralph Penney. Directed by Edward 


severe , 7 ieving c j j : " : Imytryk. Story, William Sloane; adapta- 
his enemy has had sufficient punish- several F years without achieving ” — pe tongy Sry ae rection by Lynn Shores is okay. tea. Hebert i heapees and Milton pmol 
ment through the years. Its then Production, has found a transition to | th a Ae e pl . ae Walt. burg; editor, Al Clark; camera, Allen @, 
that he realizes he has the perfect the screen in the Metro ‘Blonde In-/| em an oOo te, Nevertheless, Siegler. At Rialto, N. Y.._ week Feb, 13, 
wife. spiration.’ The pattern that Holm ane Goes Latin’ manages to = . 41. Running time: 65 MINS. 
Cagney and Miss de Havilland originally (red i a et collab. | margin—even with the repetitions.| FATHER’S SON | pr ittiard Sivics.....v..0.sitchornd Fiske 
provide topnotch performances that on re o> t is. still sialty evi- | Saving the film from mediocrity | Warner Bros. production and_ release. Anne Blair. ce cresescccese oooAmanda Duff 
do much to keep up interest in the Orative effort, is Still partiall) or * bl aa | Bob | Features John Litel, Frieda Inescort, Billy | Mrs. Walters..........+++ ....Anne Revere 
proceedings. Rita Hayworth is an dent in ‘Blonde Inspiration,’ an at is t © music. ae ork trom 80%)! pawson, Christian’ Rub, Phillip Hurlic. | Karl...... ccesescececeseooes Ralph Penney 
eyeful as the title character, while | times hysterically shrieking satire on | Wright and Chet Forrest, with ar-| pirected by D. Ross Lederman. Based on | eee. Marcy Wiser Dorothy Adame 
George Tobias is effective ‘as the the pulp-publishing biz. However, | rangements penned by Leo Arnaud. | story Ripe tn: ediae wrask Magee; | Meri® Willie. ....- .Kenneth MacDonald 
Greek barber and pal of Cagney. this Marion Parsonnet adaptation has | There are three Latin tunes, pA dy iblo, ar scatter. yank . Magee; | tclen Blair.....-.....+-.coMhlrley Warde 
Jack Carson is excellent as the polit- "0 Abbott associated with it. And, | ‘Querida, Brazilian Cotillion Sia wick Fab, 12, ‘41, Running time: ——- 
{cally ambitious antagonist of the unfortunately, the result shows it. Solteiro E Melhor,’ and three) 57 MINS. | Exhibitors will have a word for 
dentist. Alan Hale displays rowdy |!t’s a minor B. ; straights, You Don't Play a Drum | wijtiam Emory >. <.<s2s eespares John Lite! | ‘Devil Commands,’ but it can’t be 
comedy as Cagney’s worthless father. Attempt to hypo the film’s box- | (You Beat It), ‘Hate Music Lessons’ Ruth Emory........sesseees Frieda Inescort| used in polite society. Starring 
Raoul Walsh gets the utmost of the Office lure with a sex-appealing title and ‘You Can’t Cry On My Shoulder. Bill Emo niga nneaiaeeeas Billy Dawson Boris Karloff, it’s something that re- 
story material provided. Walt. like ‘Blonde Inspiration’ is one of Relief provided by the music from “eri SNOISOM, 6 oss esecasegess “seh co” pilot | quired just nerve to produce. To 
‘ SADT VA Metro’s anomalies as far as this film | the continual domestic differences of | vestipuia ._ egies Phillip Yurlic | put the film on the release schedule 
is concerned, There apparently isn’t | the Bumsteads, makes that portion, | Junior Stewart Sammy McKim | amounts to extreme bravery. 
Adam Had Four Sons a blonde inspiration around, or at | even though present in ‘Latin,’ much | Berries Sweene .++...Sonny Bupp| Story jis credited to William 
; least as far as the immediate cast less tiresome and monotonous. The | ee peas ‘ace ral “oo 'Sloane. while the adaptation was 
_ Hollywood, Feb. 15 credits would indicate, though the | vocals are by Penny Singleton, Tito! te. “UU. gohn Dilson|done by Robert D. Andrews and 
Columbia release of Robert Sherwood press book on the picture has plat-| Guizar and Ruth Terry. Penny also | Gus........ 00.0... 000. cecccees George Lloyd | Milton Gunzburg. As a starter that 
Sey ae yn scent 2 4 p pt gg ell - a gen — oy daca age om herself ag eed ss = dance | NG > I oo. ie ns shew e keane sk Wee Inez Gay | was bad enough, but in the direction 
Baxter Directed by Gregory Ratoff. 8nt even featured, an as only a) numbers ranging from ta Oo conga, S | ' . ‘ , : 
fereenplay by William Huribet and Michael bit part at that—decorating its pages | nosalgic of the days when sien hoofed| ‘Father’s Son’ is perhaps a new | - were ops tie Peal gr agree 
Blankfort; | from novel by Charles Bonner; jin several curvacious poses, with ap- | on Broadway as Dorothy McNulty. | high in the waste of time; it’s 57| nical work. nothi 
: camera, Peverell Marley; editor, Francis). at : i sistant j | nical work, nothing has been added 
— D. Lyon: asst. director, Norman W. Dem. PrOpriate captions that would sug-| Surprise is the handling of Ruth| minutes that seems double that. | to quicken pace 

il ing. Previewed {n studio projection room, , S@St her prominent place in the film.| Terry, who is physically an eye- a Y ; : i: Th : + i first Rialto | 
Feb. 14, "41. Running time, 108 MINS. Muster-passing fiction, of course,| opener, aside from her ability in More trimming than apparently has | billi . gy wy eS-SUn’ HAO 
or ae --+-Ingrid Bergman doesn’t have to be within the realm | singing and dancing. It’s probably | already been done by editor Frank | K me Me Mar ab Bore Arsenic 

dam Stod -+++eee.Warner Baxter of possibility—there’s ‘Three Men on | ; = ‘ aT : 4 - . | arloff. He’s some kind of poison 
Td i emai: Susan Hayward | worse’ for example—but this yarn Sinn a te ie ‘> oe | Magee would have taken it out of| without doubt, but in New York 
SY be a Wikies wane egin dala & oe se Pay Wrav © . . - J¢ ec 1 .O,. or naies, | | ‘ - 9 . 

. Older Boys ea of a fictioneer of western pulpers,! but : is definitely not * sovele. | the feature class. | that arsenic gag may help since 
Ss Richard Denning who actually does a_ 35,000-word | tion status, at which she shines. It’s| The consent decree should dis- | veoe ig ge in the hit show, “Arsenic 
—...... aeeter=" eee t cna. novel overnight, and his entangle-| one of those parts, too, wherein she’s| courage such poor stories (with |°* Plot of hie i t ict ihe 
a il la ei i ret Charles Ling Ment with a_ shoestring publisher! being suspected by Miss Singleton |. lewies to B ae a . ot o is latest picture revolves 

+ EES and editor just doesn’t have enough | of having boudoir designs on her jit- | apologies to Booth Tarkington’s emi- | around the efforts of a scientist to 
ee Billy Ray funny situations. tery husband. “" |mence as a writer) and also such | Communicate with the dead through 
Davia as Steven Muller _ An additionally poor selling factor Scripters start to send the Bum- banal adaptations, the haphazard di- | 8 awn machine. Experiments 
Phillip .. are Robby Walbere iS the lack of marquee power in the | steads and their boss to South Amer- | rection of D. Ross Lederman and | Tesu t in a couple of deaths. Karloff 

; cast, though the players generally | ica for a vacation, but Dagwood | Casting which means nothing at the |18 supported by Anne Revere, his 

Cousin Philippa.............. Helen Westlev disport themselves well. Heading the | (Arthur Lake) is sent off the boat | bOxoffice. | partner in the experiments; Amanda 
) 8 a aa te sextet of featured performers are’ at the last minute to close a deal at It is difficult to conceive that a _—" as his daughter; Richard Fiske, 
OI os 6 dsun ad exes, “Githert Emer. John Shelton and Virginia Grey, he | home. He doesn’t go, but disguises | Tarkington story, as pictured in this | her b.f, and Ralph Penney, a lab 
Photographer ........0..0e008 Renie Riano the pulpster with visions of better | himself as a drummer in the ship's | @xXhibit, could be so bad. As lifeless | helper whose mind has become af- 
ES hae epic v4 aa Clarence Muse things to write, and she the pub-| orch. To keep away from Blondie,|45 a hibernating bear, the plot | fected by one of Karloff's brain- 
a sn oman lisher’s sec. They’re the romantic, he hides out in Ruth Terry’s state- | Proves as thin as Canadian pea soup, |recording gadgets. In spots Miss 
This is a film version of Charles interest, handling the assignments! room. Blondie makes a pitch for | and the performances of John Litel Duff speaks offscreen in explaining 


the action. She and other members 


of the supporting cast show little 
| ability. 


Char. 





'to put a Blondie to music was a/ ingly well-meaning kid, who is ulti- 
smart move to save the series and| mately responsible for a break in 
| give it new impetus. Frank Strayer’s the household. The unusual twist is 
| direction suggests he’s not out of his | that he gets a conscience finally, and, 
| element with music to worry with, | through a kidnaping ruse engineered 


‘Dusty King,’ though he’s actually | All technical departments par. 











himself | and he turns in a commendable job. | by himself and a 











a fish-dealer friend, 
effects a reconciliation. The boy is 


SPRING MEETING 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Jan. 24. 


Pathe Pictures release of Walter Mycroft 
Production. Features Nova Pilbeam. Basil 





Sydney, Henry Edwards. Directed by Wal- 








- —y : ; My age play 
will carry the picture through the None other than the two-gunless,/ ‘Blondie Goes Latin’ is worth pres- | Billy Dawson. He'll never menace | Me J. Farrell Phe a edger ag Ahad 
- | regular runs for okav biz. habitually inebriated Donald Meek. | sure and will live up to expectation | Mickey Rooney's position in films. | ter Harvey. At Cambridge, London, Jan. 
| ‘Adam Had Four Sons’ is the first Albert Dekker and Charles Butter- | of patrons. Art. Christian Rub, the old fisherman = goer time, 83 MINS. se 
. | ductional effort of Robert Sher- Worth are the publisher and editor, - who takes a liking to the lad and | 7." Fox-Collier...... --Enid Stamp-Taylor 
| productiona!l eifort Of | e respectively, and they indicate merit a vice versa, ably etches the Swede | sory cot Cier sees eee wees! eee 
™ | | wood (not the playwright) who had f+ greater than their material. Reg- | . , character he plays cam Ween... PRE ORE S eam Churchill 
; g! a yen for pictures after a stretch in jnajd Owen, as Shelton’s uncle and Will Exhibs Prefer ‘Em? Action is in a small town and | Baby pete..." eee Pee 
: a radio announcing. He acquired film | would-be benefactor, and Meek do ‘Blonde’ blossoms forth in titles built around a family of the middle | JOPMMY.----..+-+---eeeese esse ees W. G. Fay 
‘Re rights to the Bonner novel, and as well as can be expected. while| of three pictures reviewed on | class, father being an attorney who on eines Furze. het ay ees 
=e 47 Janded a deal with Columbia on the Miss Martin confines herself to .a| this page. Films are ‘Strawberry |takes things very seriously, while | Michael Byrne)”. Hoan McDermott 
Ft “. strength of holding the story prop- dumb-dora role as the ga! friend of! Blonde’ (WB), ‘Bionde Inspira- |the wife is inclined to be more — 
; erty. His first production venture Butterworth with scarcely a half-| tion (M-G) and ‘Blondie Goes | lenient with their son. A very thin| As with the original, cinemagoers 
[ a displays several rough edges and dozen words to say in the comedy.| [otiy (Col) layer of comedy of the homespun | will find much to delight them in 
e lightly-pointed sequences that could ‘The ‘comedy’ appellation is . | variety has been laid on the story. | this celluloid version of the pranky 
: have been polished up, but carries a, Metro’s. Naka. | Char, Continued on puge 18) 
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COMING! 


IT’S M-O-D-E-R-N! a big 
Story change for Errol Flynn 
but no change in quality! 
It’s the Sea Hawk as a 
modern Hawkshaw=<a great 
mystery, a terrific romance € 


=a brilliant new box-office BRENDA MARSHALL 


number from WA R N E R S | Sars ee At hd NS ard Fal 9 
Directed by LLOYD BACON 


Screen Play by Lester Cole and John Wexley 
From the Play by Lazio Fedor, Bernard Merivale and Jeffrey Dell - 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—12 27/40 


Arizona (Col) 11/20 





J. Arthur-W. Holden 


WD 125 
The Wildcat of Tucson (Col) 2/19 w S59 B. Elliott-E. Young 
Keeping Company (M-G) 1/4 . 7’ A. Rutherford-J. Shelton 
Rolling Home to Texas (Mono) w os T, Ritter 
Love Thy Neighbor (Par) 12/25 Cc %&l J. Benny-M. Martin 
North West Mounted Police (Par) 10/23 D 125 G. Cooper-M. Carroll 
Kitty Foyle (RKO) 12/18 D 86 G.° ogers-D. Morgan 
Bowery Boy (Rep) 1/4 D 71 D. O’Keefe-L. Campbell 
Chad Hanna (20th) 12 18 D 86 H. Fonda-L. Darnell 
The Invisible Woman (U) 1/4 M WW J. Barrymore-J. Howard 
Thief of Bagdad (UA) 10 16 D 105 C. Veidt-J. Duprez 
Santa Fe Trail (WB) 12/18 W 110 E. Flynn-O. de Havilland 
North West Mounted Police (Par) 10/23 M 122. G. Cooper-M. Carroll 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/3/41 


This Thing Called Love (Col) 12/25 C 92 R. Russell-M. Douglas 
Flight Command (M-G) 12/18 Ww 113 


R. Taylor-R. Hussey 
Trail of the Silver Spurs (Mono) 1/22 W 53 R. Corrigan-M. Terhune 





Second Chorus (Par) 12/4 MU 8 F. Astaire-P. Goddard 
Convey (RKO) 6/26 M 9% C. Brook-J. Campbell 
Hudson’s Bay (20th) 12/25 D W P. Muni-G. Tierney 
Lucky Devils (U) M R. Arlen-A. Devine 
Where Did You Get That Girl? (U) Cc @& =H. Parrish-E. Quillan 
Son of Monte Cristo (UA) 12/4 D 102 L. Hayward-J. Bennett 
Four Mothers (WB) 1/15 D 87 Lane Sisters-C. Rains 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/10/41 

6 C. Starrett-L. Currie 

76 =A. Sothern-L. Ayres 

60 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 

D. Barry-J. Duncan 

K. Francis-J. Oakie 

77 +L. Nolan-M. Weaver 

65 B. Meredith-I. Hervey 
J. Brown-F. Knight 

60 W. Lundigan-M. Wrixon 





Pinto Kid (Col) 2/5 

Maisie Was a Lady (M-G) 
Doomed Caravan (Par) 1/8 
Wyoming Wildcat (Rep) 
Little Men (RKO) 12/4 

M. Shayne, Private Detective (20th) 12/25 
San Francisco Docks (U) 1/4 

Boss of Bullion City (U) 

Case of the Black Parrot (WB) 1/15 


WEEK OF RELEASE—1/17/4r 
2/12 


1/15 


Ztccoesece 
¥ 








The Face Behind the Mask (Col) D 69 Pp. Lorre-E. Keyes 


Philadelphia Story (M-G) 11/27 D 11) K. Hepburn-C. Grant 
You're Out of Luck (Mono) D 62 F.Darro 

Victory (Par) 12/18 D 77 F. March-B. Field 
Let’s Make Music (RKO) 12/12 MU 82 &B. Crosby-F. Risdon 
Robinhood of the Pecos (Rep) 1/15 Ww 59 = R. Rogers-M. Reynolds 
Romance of the Rio Grande (20th) 1/4 W 73 C. Remero-P. Morison 
Six Lessons from Madame LaZonga (U) C L. Velez-H. Parrish 
Honeymoon for Three (WB) 2/12 Cc 7 G. Brent-J. Wyman 








WEEK OF RELEASE—1/24/41i 





Land of Liberty (M-G) 1/15 D 98 All-Star Cast 
F. Morgan-B. Burke 


The Wild Man of Borneo (M-G) cD 

Life With Henry (Par) 1/22 Cc ww J. Cooper-L. Ernst 
The Saint in Palm Springs (RKO) 1/8 D 6 G. Sanders-W. Barrie 
Road Show (UA) 2/12 Cc 85 C.Landis-A. Menjou 
Tall. Dark and Handsome (20th) 1/22 M 77 CC. Romero-M. Berle 
Ridin’ on a Rainbow (Rep) 1/29 w 7% G. Autry-S. Burnett 
High Sierra (WB) 1/22 D H. Bogart-1. Lupino 








WEEK OF RELEASE—1/31/41 





86 J. Stewart-H. Lamarr 

R. Corrigan-J. King 

xv =. Lombard-R. Montgomery 

£ Weaver Bros. & Elviry 

67 R. Karns-R. Donnelly 

77. M. Lockwood-E. Williams 

sf Andrews Sis-Abbott-Costelle 
57. SsdJ. Litel-F. Ineseort 





Come Live with Me (M-G) 1/22 
Kid’s Last Ride (Mono) 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith (RKO) 1/22 
Arkansas Judge (Rep) 

Petticoat Politics (Rep) 2/12 

Girl in the News (20th) 1/4 

Buck Privates (U) 2/5 

Father’s Son (WB) 2/19 


WEEK OF RELEASE—2/7/41 


weveccseo 
x 








The Devil Commands (Col) 2/19 M = 65 
Blonde Inspiration (M-G) 2/19 D =iZ7i 
Ridin’ the Cherokee Trail (Mono) w 


B. Karleff-A. Duff 
J. Shelten-V. Grey 
T. Ritter-B. Miles 


You’re the One (Par) 2/5 Cc 79 O. Tucker-B. Baker 
Along the Rio Grande (RKO) 1/29 W 66 T. Holt-B. Rhodes 
Ride, Kelly, Ride (20th) 2/12 C 59 KE. Pallette-R. Quigley 
Back Street (U) 2/12 D sy) «6C. Boyer-M. Sullavan 
Flight From Destiny (WB) 1/4 D 73 T. Mitehell-J. Lynn 








WEEK OF RELEASE—2/14/41 





w B. Elliott-L. Walters 


Across the Sierras (Col) 

Trial of Mary Dugan (M-G) 2/12 D 82 R. Young-L. Day 

The Mad Doctor (Par) D J. Howard-E. Drew 
Play Girl (RKO) 12/18 RD 7 MK. Francis-J. Ellison 
Phantom Cowboy (Rep) w D. Barry-V. Carroll 
solden Hoofs (20th) D 68 J. Withers-C. Rogers 
Prairie Pioneers (Rep) w B. Steele-B. Livingston 
Meet the Chump (U) 2/12 Cc 59 H. Herbert-A. Nagel 
So Ends Our Night (UA) 1/29 D 120 F. March-M. Sullavan 
Kisses for Breakfast (WB) c 


D. Morgan-S. Ross 








WEEK OF RELEASE—2/21/41 





Adam Had Four Sons (Col), 2/19 D 108 W. Baxter-Il. Bergman 
Meet Boston Blackie (Col) D Cc. Morris-R. Hudson 
Andy Hardy’s Private Secretary (M-G) Cc M. Rooney-L. Stone 
Virginia (Par) 1/15 RD 107 M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 
Scattergood Baines (RKO) 2/12 Cc 69 G. Kibbee-E. Dunn 
Western Union (20th) 2/5 D 93 «=R. Young-R. Scott 
Nice Girl (U) Cc D. Durbin-F. Tone 

2/19 


Strawberry Blonde (WB) 


CD 98 OO. DeHavilland-J. Cagney 


WEEK OF RELEASE—2/28/41 


Blondie Goes Latin (Col) 2/19 e 70 . Singleton-A. Lake 


P 
Outlaws of the Panhandle (Col) w C. Starrett-F. Robinson 
Free and Easy (M-G) Cc R. Cummings-R. Husse 
In Old Colorado (Par) w W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Citizen Kane (RKO) D 0. Welles-dJ. Cotten 
A Man Betrayed (Rep) D J. Wayne-F. Dee 
Scotland Yard (20th) D N. Kelly-H. Wilcoxen 
Dark Streets of Cairo (U) 12/4 M 5¥Y §. Gurie-R. Byrd 
Shadows on the Stairs (WB) M 


F. Inescort-H. Angel 








WEEK OF RELEASE—3/7/41 


W. William-J. Storey 





Lone Wolf Takes a Chance (Col) M 

Rage in Heaven (M-G) D R. Montgomery-l. Bergman 
Flying Wild (Mono) D L. Gorcey-B. Jordan 

The Hard-Boiled Canary (Par) D A. dones-S. Foster 

Great Train Robbery (Rep) w B. Steele-C. Carleton 
Tobacco Read (2@th) D G. Tiernev-C. Grapewin 
Mr. Dynamite (U) D L. Nolan-!. Hervey 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/14/41 





i] 


Penny Serenade (Col) I. Dunne-C. Grant 
‘che Bad Man (M-G) w W. Beery-L. Barrymore 


Sign of the Wolf (Mono) D G. Bradley-M. Whalen 
A Girl, a Guy and a Gob (RKO) Cc G. Murphy-L. Ball 
Back in the Saddle (Rep) Ww G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Murder Among Friends (20th) M M. Weaver-D. Dumbrille 
Model Wife (U} cD J. Blondell-D. Powell 
Here Comes Happiness (WB) D E. Norris-M. Coles 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/21/41 





Ellery Queen’s Penthouse Mystery (Col) M R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
Ziegfeld Girl (M-G) MU J. Garland-J. Stewart 
The Lady Eve (Par) D H. Fonda-B. Stanwyck 
Footlight Fever (RKO) Cc A. Mowbray-D. McBride 
Dead Men Tell (20th) M S. Toler-S. Ryan 
Double Date (U) c P. Moran-U. Merkel 

D E. Robinson-I. Lupino 


The Sea Wolf (WB) 


— — ae 


























| Hearst Blasts RKO 


Continued from page 2 





sued Schaefer and RKO for breach 
| of a producing contract entered into 
| in July, 1939. 
|produce for RKO his play, ‘I 
| Solemnly Swear.’ Schaefer was 
| eliminated from the action by the 
court. It was tried before U. S. Dis- 
| trict Judge J. F. T. O'Connor. 

| 17 Hearst Dailies 

| Virtually every one of the 17 
| Hearst dailies from California to 
New York played up the suit with 
major headlines and columns of 
space. 


| rated a mention. In each case, heav- 
ily emphasized was the name of 
George J. Schaefer as a co-defend- 
ant. 

In Milwaukee, for instance, 
Hearst's Sentinel put the story on 
page one with a display head read- 
ing: ‘Charges That RKO Broke 
Contract.’ Story laid great stress 
upon Ermolieff’s importance end 
fame as a producer and gives his 
allegation (the sued for $1,042,000) 
much space. Yarn, in early edition 
of the Los Angeles (Hearst) Herald- 
Examiner carried a seven-column 
head. 

Tactics in New York were slightly 
different. Hearst, in order to have 
pressure put on RKO to ditch ‘Kane,’ 
is said to have threatened to ex- 
coriate the entire film industry. A 
taste of what he meant was given 
in Sunday’s N. Y. Mirror. Film critic 
Lee Mortimer, on what are under- 
stood on good authority to have been 
instructions from the top, devoted his 
whole column to lambasting Holly- 
wood. The Ermolieff case was the 
hook on which the column hung. 

In N. Y. 

Head on Mortimer’s pillar was, 
‘Hollywood Runaround Lashed in 
Verdict Against RKO.’ Writer then 
gave two cases (without names, 
places or dates), one of an agent, 
one of a ‘pretty girl,” who went to 


expected because they got the ‘Hol- 
lywood Runaround.’ Meaning of the 
latter term was not explained. 

Finally, Mortimer got around to 
the RKO case, citing it as ‘some of 
the practices that illustrate the Hol- 
lywood Runaround.”’ Paragraph of 
the plea of Ermolieff’s attorney was 
quoted in which he claimed his client 
was taken advantage of ‘by a great 
corporation’ because he didn’t under- 
stand the English language. 

Official word from San Simeon to 
Hearst editors on handling of RKO, 
aside from the Ermolieff case, is that 
all of i\; }\citures—except ‘Kane’— 
arc to be reviewed and given pub- 
licity as usual Complete ban on any 
mention of RKO or on reviewing its 
films lasted only one week. 


$40,000 in National Ads 

While RKO delays in making a 
decision on its next move, it endan- 
gers $40,000 in national magazine ad- 
| vertising. Copy is set to break with- 
|}in the next 10 days, having been 
| placed weeks ago to coincide with 
| Kane’s’ national release date, Feb. 28. 
| Should the film be held up, the ad- 
| vertising becomes valueless. 

Coming up are full pages in Look. 
Feb. 25: Time, Feb. 27: Newsweek, 








Feb. 27; Collier’s, Feb. 28; Life, Feb. 
28; and Saturday Evening Post, 
| March 5. 


Curious angle that has cropped up 
is whether Hearst’s anger is directed 
at RKO or Welles. Matter becomes 
important to the ‘boy’ producer be- 
cause he is readying a legit show for 
Broadway to open the week of March 
rr. 
| All New York papers carried press 
| notices sent out by Welles’ p.a.. Herb 
| Drake, on the show except Hearst’s 
Mirror and Journal - American. 
Drake’s queries on Monday (17) elic- 
ited the response that as far as 
drama departments knew there was 
no ban on Welles personally, and the 
only reason for the omission was that 
| other dailies had carried mention of 
‘Native Son’ earlier in the week. 
Uniike the situation with RKO, 
Drake will control the placing of ad- 
vertising on ‘Son,’ and ‘no mentions- 
ho advertising’ will be his policy, it 
is understood. 

Meantime, Welles will continue 

holding rehearsals on ‘Son’ in the 
daytime and working on plans for his 
second film in the evenings. It is 
slated for the cameras April 1, pro- 
ducer flying to the Coast as soon as 
jhe gets his play on. Richard Baer, 
| biz manager of his unit, came east 
|last week for conf2zbs, and Perry 
; Ferguson, his art director, is ex- 
| pected in this week. Gregg Toland, 
Welles’ cameraman, has gone to 
Mexico on a combined vacation-loca- 
tion exploratory trip. Most of the 
films, as yet untitled, will be shot in 
or around Mexico City. Welles and 
| Dolores Del Rie are the only mem- 
| berg of the cast so far named. 





L_ 


It called for him to | 


In most of them, under ordi- | 
nary circumstances, it wouldn't have | 


Hollywood and didn’t get what they | 








SPRING MEETING 


—_—— 


' stage play. Sparkling dialog and 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 16 


characterizations have been retained | 


in a vehicle rich in humorous, catchy 
' drama of surefire value. With care- 
ful pruning, it should have no 
trouble doing trade beyond the home 
markets. 
as a good investment to hold up the 
second half of bills in the U S. 
Comparison is natural in view of 
play’s rather solid British acclaim 
and its fairly good Broadway show- 
ing. Uncredited writers have turned 
in a commendable script to Walter 
' Mycroft, producer-director of ‘Spring 


| Meeting.’ There’s perhaps too much 
/hokum in added scenes and _ pro- 
'ducer’s definite emphasis of the 


' comedy, leaving drama side to be 
,caught at will. But overall the 
| action ‘is at a steady gait and in nice 
atmosphere. 

There'll be few to cavil with Basil 
Sydney’s handling of the cagey but- 
ler, James, major-domo and guiding 
spirit in this family of Irish gentility. 
Sydney never misses possibilities 
role affords and marks up a per- 

|formance of no uncertain merit. 

Paired with the testy maiden aunt 
Bijou, whose deep yen is a flutter on 
| the geegees—played delightfully by 
| Margaret Rutherford—these two 
| provide more than a. goodly share of 
| picture’s droll moments. Henry Ed- 
| wards is always comfortable as the 
| nickel-pinching Sir Richard. 

In this tale of the financially dis- 
tressed, foxy English madame, who 
wishes to tie her son, Toni, to the 
knight’s marriageable elder daugh- 
ter, there’s a wealth of arresting 
moments. Enid Stamp-Taylor is an 
alluring madame; Michael Wilding 
successfully plays down role of Toni 
to mesh with the sprite mannerisms 
of Nova Pilbeam, younger daughter 
whose unexpected capture of him 
; nearly throws awry mama’s schemes. 
| Sarah Churchill, daughter of the 
Prime Minister, leans to stiffness and 
| is not particularly warm as the mar- 
|riageable Joan. Hugh McDermott 
|is a sound-working juve, suitably 
| solid as the groom, Byrne. 





} (FRENCH-MADE) 
Hoffberg release of Vondas 


: production. 
Features Fernand 


Gravet, Louis Jouvet, 
| Edwige’  Feuillere. Directed by Robert 
| Siodmak. Story by Henri Jeanson from 
novel by Gaston Leroux; musical direction, 
| Michel Levine; camera, Gaveau, Bachelet 
|; and Thomas. At Filmarte, N. Y., start- 
| ing Feb. 15, ‘41. Running time, 80 MINS. 


Antonin Rose. .«.ccsscesssess Fernand Gravet 
| Lady Helena Scariett......Edwige Feuillere | 
Durin (Mr. Flow)..... eees----Louls Jouvet 
Maki..... A600 +66060mKe00ReRers Tsjundo Maki 
D SC ca cb serke deaeacde Viadimir Sokoloff 





| (In French; with English Titles) 

| Containing the usual quota of flaws 
|found in pre-war vintage French 
| productions, ‘Compliments of Mr. 
Flow’ nevertheless relates an exciting 
Parisian ‘Mr. Raffles’ yarn which 
grips auditors after the initial dull 
footage. Picture compares favorably 
| with recent imports from France, 
Its boxoffice possibilities likely 
will be helped by the presence 
| of Fernand Gravet (because of work 
in U. S. films) and Louis Jouvet in 
lead roles. Edwige Feuillere, origi- 
nally of Comedie-Francaise, is a sur- 
prise entry as the lovable, fascinat- 
ing heroine and much sought mis- 
tress of the story. 

| Picture originally was released as 
| ‘Mr. Flow,’ and only recently had 
English titles added to it in N. Y., 
| with evident pruning of several more 
daring episodes. Production is typi- 
cal French bedroom farce, with the 
‘Raffles’ tossed in as a motivation. 
It’s one that might readily become 
boring with the expected trite trans- 
lation into Americanese. Also it 
speaks much for Robert Siodmak’s 
direction that 
should move with such directness 
and so little lost motion. 

Gentleman safe-cracker fable here 
depicts the slick criminal operating 
throughout most of film while in jail, 
with his accomplices carrying on for 
him. These schemers nearly trap the 


penniless lawyer, only being thwart- | 


ed when the mistress of the mysteri- 
ous Mr. Flow (also known as Durin). 
falls in love with the attorney and 
tosses former allegiances to the 
breezes. Some of the mystery ele- 


ments are never logically explained, | 


but this detracts little from the prin- 
cipal climax and ultimate victory of 
the youthful barrister in court and 
| with his romance. 


Gravet turns in an ingratiating 


performance as the attorney. Even! 
, S80, his histrionics are topped by the | 


, veteran Louis Jouvet, cast as the 
| mysterious ‘Mr. Flow.’ Miss Feuillere, 
/as the crook’s mistress, married to 
_Lord Scarlett to get his riches, looks 
| like a possibility for U. S. films, 
| Tsjundo Maki, a Japanese who 
speaks French, in the role of valet 
spy, and Vladimir Sokoloff, as one of 
|Flow’s stooges, head the support. 
| Sokoloff has’ appeared in American 
| pix, notably, of late, ‘Comrade X.’ 
Flaws include several badly lighted 
| Scenes, feeble acting by part of sup- 
porting characters and poor sets 
| which are partly offset by elaborate 
; ones. Photography is uneven, rang- 
| ing from original lens work to slop- 
| PY: haphazard camera coverage. 
Wear. 


‘Spring Meeting’ appeals | 


so talkative a plot} “. 
s ead night 











THE FARMER’S WIFE 


'(BRITISH-MADE) 


London, Jan. 24. 
Pathe Pictures production and 





relecse, 

Stars Basil Sydney, Wilfrid Lawson. fMi- 
rected by Norman Lee and Leslie Arliss, 
Adaptation from Eden Philpotts’ stage play 
by Nortnan Lee, Lesile Arliss, J. E Hunter; 
camera, Claude Friese-Greene. \t Cum- 
bridge, London. Rumning time, 38% MINS, 
| Samuel Sweetland.......cee--: Basil Sydney 
Churdies ASD. ccccccaccesese Wilfrid Lawson 
| Petronell...ccccccccececceccee> Bunty Payne 
BSibley...ccccccccvecesececoces Patricia Roe 
Richard Conker..ccceces eoe- Michael Wik ing 
George Smerdon...cccsceee Kenneth Griitith 
Araminta........ccccceccee- NOra Swinburne 
Louisa Windeatt..cceocccccees Betty Warren 
TRirta Tapper. ccccdesessccessece Viola lvel 
ZOO GUEMET .cccccocesssovess Kdward Rigby 
Henry Coaker........ A, Bromley Davenyjort 
Valiant lounnybrigg........ James Harcourt 
F. ©. CRAG scr ceccvsescececcesscmnrk Daly 
Susle....cccccccvsccccces ereces Davina Craig 
Bermeant. .cccccccccccscoses e--Jimmy Godden 
Lightweight fare, this modestly 








| She” understudied in 


|} son in 


| woman’s picture. 


Compliments of Mr. Flow 


budgeted feature from Pathe is un- 
likely to make much stir at the box- 
office. Eden Philpotts’ comedy has 
retained too much of its stage attire, 
receiving little decisive action to 
give it screen momentum and is held 
down throughout by an ultra talky 
script. 

Comedy of the west countrymen 
unfolds around matrimonial bent of 
Samuel Sweetland, _ self-satisfied 
gentleman farmer who runs into a 
mess of trouble while enroute to 
selecting his lucky bride-to-be. He 
tries his proposing on three of the 
mesdames before deciding it is the 
faithful housekeeper who merits, 
above all, his constant affection. 
Stitched into this setup is some 
homeland comedy from Wilfrid 
Lawson as the farm laborer gifted 
with extreme wisdom in all matters 
from pigs to liquor and women. He 
does very well by the rather weak 
material. Same goes for Basil Syd- 
ney as Sweetland. 

Picture has been well supplied 
with competent players who do all 
that’s possible to help it along. Nora 
Swinburne is daintily demure as the 
housekeeper Araminta; Betty War- 
ren, Viola Lyel and Enid Stamp- 
Taylor all turn in good performances 
as the three who were dropped on 
the matrimonial route. It's a 
Some romance is 
injected via bits of Michael Wilding 
and Patricia Roc, mainly pulled in 
when adult proceedings show signs 
of dragging, which’ they frequent- 
y do. 

Camera of Frieze Green has 
achieved some nice effects in iand- 
scape and exteriors. 











New Faces | 


Continued from page ? 








der and Sellwyn Myers. Play drew 
mixed notices, but picked up late in 
the week, indicating it has a fair 
chance. 

The dream of another young ac- 
tress was fulfilled last week when 
Dorothy McGuire appeared in the 
leading part of ‘Claudia,’ Booth, 
which easily drew top notices in re- 
cent weeks and is touted a success, 
‘Our own’ 
about two years ago and took over 
during the latter part of the engage- 
ment, also being a principal last sea- 
the short-lived ‘Medicine 
Show.’ 

Just previously another youngster 
appeared in a principal assignment, 
Nancy Coleman being well rewarded 
by reviewers for her playing in ‘Lib- 
erty Jones,’ Shubert. That play drew 
doubtful notices. ‘Lady in the Dark,’ 
too, has players of the younger 
school, Danny Kaye in particular. 
It’s his major click on the main stem, 
although he attracted attention in 
clubs and summer theatres. 
Also in ‘Lady’ is MacDonald Carey, 
who previously was in radio and 


| stock. 


| 
| 


First of the kids to land this sea- 
son is Thelma Schnee, in ‘The Corn 


Is Green,’ National. Adele Long- 
mire, in ‘Old Acquaintance,’ Mo- 
| rosco, is a rising young actress. 
Though she was known in Holly- 
wood, Jo Ann Sayers, in ‘My Sis- 
ter Eileen,’ is playing her first major 
stage assignment. Youngsters in 





‘The Mechanical Heart,’ due at the 
Miller next week, are Dean Harrens 
and Claire Niesen, latter having been 
in ‘Cue for Passion,” which was 
yanked pronto. In ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
there is Katherine Wiman, young 
daughter of Dwight Deere Wiman. 
Regardless of whether ‘Frying 
Pan’ makes the grade on Broadway, 
play should eventually reap a for- 
tune. As it calls for a cast of young 
players, it fayres to be in heavy de- 
mand for summer stock, amateur 
presentations and college showings. 





FILM ‘SWAMP WATER’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Dudley Nichols has been assigned 
by 20th-Fox to write the screenplay 
of ‘Swamp Water.’ 
Yarn by Vereen Bel] ran in the 
Satevepost. 
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AMERICA’S BOXOFFICES WILL CHEERE 


the new, charmingly ‘misbehaving’ 


Deanna . if 
DURBIN 3 


a 


with her grandest cast 


FRANCHOT TONE | & 
WALTER BRENNAN 
ROBERT STACK 


ae ee 
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ROBERT BENCHLEY 


HELEN BRODERICK 


Ann Gillis 
| Anne Gwynne 
Directed by | Elisabeth Risdon 


“WILLIAM A. SEITER Nana Bryant 


Screen Play by Richard Connell | eC hi 


A ile) PASTERNAK | and Gladys Lehman 


; A Based on the play “Nice Girl” 25 
Production by Phyllis Duganne 


A UNIVERSAL PICTURE a oe 


“To the millions who\, gee = (.. & QS 3 i + 
loved her-as the impish | 3 | ve 
little ‘smart girl’... new 
add the millions more 
who will adore her as Pe > ) | ; . 
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ful, most talented actress : ie | 


ee totr Wm ueyeativele tom ce) (-maet1 NATIONAL 


makes her. sparkle like 
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Lack of Enough New Pix Is Soundies’ 
Biggest Problem at the Moment 


+ 
8 


Milwaukee, Feb. 18. 
Soundies have their own problems, 
but their biggest immediate worry is 


lack of product, patrons demanding | 


of 


to 


more 
than 


changes 
are able 
100 Panoram 
spotted in choice locations about 
Milwaukee and 200 more scattered 
over Wisconsin, shows are now be- 
ing changed once a week and click- 
ing beyond expectations, according 
to Vic Manhardt, Inc., the state dis- 
tributor, 

However, all the spots having Pan- 
Orams have a large regular clientele 
and after a couple days most of the 
patrons who go for the soundies 
have seen the shows, and wait impa- 
tiently for change day to 
around the following week. The new 
class of exhibs now wants produc- 
tion stepped up so they can have 
changes two or three times a week 
and thus get a much bigger take. 

Globe «Productions, Inc., 
Roosevelt president, has promised all 
possible cooperation and the hope 
they will be abie to provide changes 
at least twice a week in the near 
future. Most of the exhibs showing 
juke pictures are tavern and nitery 
ops and have their own brand of 
showmanship. While some advertise 
the soundies in the newspapers, 
others simple plaster across their 
windows announcing: 


frequent 
give 
outfits 


producers 
them. With 





Leonard's Ambish 
Arthur Leonard, of Cinemasters, 
outfit making briefies for the Roose- 


shows | 


come | 


James | 


Back in the Mob 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Rug cutters, once rated as 
specialty dancers or stunters in 
the film industry, have become 
so numerous that they have 
ceased to be a class apart. To- 
day the jitterbug is merely a 
dress extra. 
Warners casually hired 75 of 
them for ‘Miss Wheelwright 
Discovers America.’ 


} 
| 
| 





Claims Robeson’s Suit | 
Is ‘Communist Plot’ | 


CLERICS ACT ON 








San Francisco, Feb. 18. 
Answer filed Paul Robeson’s 
/race discrimination suit against Van- 


to 


)essi’s, North Beach eatery, charges | 
the whole thing is a Communic | N y SUNDAY 
plot.’ Attorney Walter McGovern’s | . FY 


answer in behalf of Vanessi's 
careful not to classify Robeson him- | 
self as a communist, but claimed that 


ithe eight other plaintiffs are mem- 
bers ‘of a secret poltical organization 


was 


VIOLATIONS 











Hakim Sues Over U.S. 
| Rights to ‘Baker’s Wife 


? 





court yesterday (Tues.) seeking an 
injunction, accounting of profits and 


damages against The Bakers Wife, 
Inc., claiming the defendant, which 
was granted exclusive U. S. distri- 
bution rights to the picture, has 
breached its contract. Plaintiff at- 
tempted to terminate the contract 
Feb, 1, but the defendant has re- 





Because of sporadic violations of | 
law New 
York, various picture houses in the 


known as the Communist party al 
the United States.’ 

The disturbance over which Robe- 
son and the others are suing for $22,- 
500 is described as an effort ‘to create 
an antagonism and animosities be- 
tween members of white and Negro 
races.’ 


the Sunday opening in 


downtown N. Y. (Times Square) sec- 
tion are faced with the threat of 
| ministerial factions which previously 
sought action through other chan- 
nels but now are said to be planning 
to go direct to Mayor F. H. LaGuar- 
dia with their complaint. 
Representatives of the church are 
known to have been checking the 
downtown film houses on Sundays 
right along. They also have been 
keeping an eye on neighborhoods but 
understood that nowhere outfide of 
| the Times Sq. area are theatres vio- 
lating the law. 
{| Regulations call for fines, loss of 
| license or other penalties where the- 
|atres are found guilty of opening on 
| Sunday before 12 o'clock noon. Fear 
among showmen who do not violate 





Cummings Quits 
Tri- States For 
Own Coast Chain 


Omaha, Feb. 18. 











velt-Mills film jukeboxes, left for the 
Coast Sunday (16) to confab on a 
deal to make a feature for major re- | 


lease. It will possibly be shot in 
Florida. 
Leonard will also huddle with 


Gordon Mills, head of the coin ma- 
chine company, on further 


shorts. | 


Cinemasters, in which Leonard 
partnered with Dick Hyland, re- 
cently completed three reels, com- 


prising 24 subjects. 





Legislation Ideas 
Detroit, Feb. 18. 


Advised that ‘nickel movie ma- 


chines will soon appear in Detroit by | 


the thousands,’ the Common Council 
here ordered Nathaniel H. Goldstick, 
assistant corporation counsel, to 
draft a city ordinance regulating 
them. Previously the council had 
made a ruling that all films used in 
the juke machines would have to 
pass through the same police censor- 
ship which governs the _ regular 
movies here. 

Thomas McGuire, representing the 
Co-operative Theatres of Michigan, 
told the Council that about 10,000 
of the machines would be installed 
in Detroit within the next two years. 





To License Minn. Jukers 
Minneapolis, Feb. 18. 

Under provisions of a bill intro- 
duced in the state legislature slot 
machines would be legalized in Min- 
nesota. 

A. license fee of at least $25 an- 
nually is provided. 





EDUCATIONAL’S TRUSTEE| 
SCORES ON APPEAL’ 





The Circuit Court of Appeals in 
N.Y. unanimously affirmed a de- 
cision of Federal Judge Edward A. 
Conger and ruled that James 
Davidson is rightfully trustee in 
bankruptcy of Educational Pictures, 
Inc. Application to remove David- 
son and appoint Sidney Abrams had 
been brought by Harry G. From- 
berg, trustee of Grand National Pic- 
tures, Inc. 

Fromberg claimed that referee 
John E. Joyce, and later Judge 
Conger, had erred in disallowing a 
claim by Grand National against 
Educational for $966,745, in ruling 
that the claim was an unliquidated 
one, and as such not permissable to 
vote it for the trustee. Had GN 
been able to vote the claim it would 
have been able to elect Davidson. 
Fromberg had claimed that David- 
son’s former associations with Ed- 
ward Alperson, former official of 
GN, would prevent Davidson from 
rendering fair opinions, but Judge 
Conger and referee Joyce overruled 
this. The Circuit court took Judge 
Conger’s opinion as its own, not 
bothering to rewrite any part of it. 


eS 


| States Theatre Corp. here for 


tH® law is that if others continue to 
ignore warnings, the Sunday open- 
ing may be put back to 2 p.m. as 


Evert R. Cummings, manager Tri- 
the 


| accounting. 
'charges are that extra prints were 


fused to agree to the termination. 


Plaintiff was to receive 50% of 


| the receipts after deductions for ex- 


penses and was to receive a weekly 
Among the numerous 


ordered and charged to _ plaintiff 


| without permission, the weekly ac- 


counting was not forthcoming, and 
that the defendant set up a deal 
with the Atlas Theatres, Inc., op- 
erators of the World theatre (N. Y.) 


ito terminate the run of the picture 


without consulting the plaintiff. 


Mpls. Exchange 
Heads Deny Pop. 





| Raphael Hakim, owner of the 
rights to the picture, ‘The Baker's 
| Wife,” filed suit in N. Y. federal | 


US. Army Has Added 50 to Its 5 


Cinemas Under Defense Programs 





| Army’s high-speed building pro. 
} gram has added almost 50 film the. 

atres since the beginning of this year 
|to the 85 which had been operateq 
| before national defense measures be. 
/came effective. Except for a couple 
| 1,000-seaters at large posts, theatres 
/are almost all built on the same pat. 
tern with a capacity of about 350, 
| Erection of a recreation building at 
|each camp takes precedence over all 
| other construction. 


Biggest new theatre is a 1,038. 
| seater at Fort Dix, N. J., which was 
j}unveiled early this month. It re. 
| places a large tent that was cold and 
| unsatisfactory for film shows. An 
| identical mate is near the finish line 
at the same camp and will be substi. 
tuted for the St. George Club, a 
World War leftover which was im- 
| pressed into temporary use. 

Other recent openings were a 350- 
capacity house at Fort Ontario, Os. 
wego, N. Y., where the Negro regi. 
ment from Harlem is headquartered; 
'a 150-seat auditorium in a building 
at the Quartermasters’ School, 
Schuylkill Arsenal, Philadelphia; 
350-seater at Westover Field, Chico- 
pee Falls, Mass., and another 350- 
seater at Camp Upton, Yaphank, L. I, 








Defense Booms Port. 
Portland, Me., Feb. 18. 

Defense boom promised for this 
area by recent start in construction 
at nearby South Portland of ship- 
building plant with contracts to 
build upward of 60 additions to U. §S, 
and British merchants fleets was re- 
flected last week in announcements 

of new theatre construction. 
Leon P. Gorman, Portland nabe 
operator, is razing his three-year- 
old Cape theatre at South Portland, 


is | 


| 


past 12 years, has resigned to head a 


{small chain of houses he recently ac- | 


quired on the West Coast. Cum- 
mings’ resignation, officially an- 
nounced by G. Ralph Branton, Des 
Moines, general Tri- 


manager of 


States, becomes effective Saturday | law is that they must not give shows | titled to an immediate downward 


(22). 


| Iowa district of Tri-states for past 


Joseph Kinsky, head of Eastern | 


it was about 20 vears ago. 

Pointed out also, in connection with 
the evolution of operating policies of 
recent years, is that most theatres 
give midnight shows on Saturdays 
and thus are playing into the early 
Sunday hours. Strict letter of the 


until 12 noon. 


Sunday Pix Voted 


Shiftng Away 


Minneapolis, Feb. 18. 


replacing with a 1,000-seater which 
will oecupy adjoining lot. Present 
house, which seats 400, considered 

Local branch managers dispute the | too small for expected increases in 
contention of Northwest Allied ——— Raped theatre will continue 

thitere 3 F * _| policy of subsequent runs. 

exhibitors in the territory are en | R. E. Snyder Theatrical Enter- 
| prises, operators of Strand and Em- 
adjustment in film rentals because of |pire here, rushing new suburban 
an alleged shift of population away | first-run house to completion, a 500- 








| 


into other sec- 


A. | 


| seven 


years, headquartering in ‘ 
| Davenport, succeeds Cummings in | In by 12 Ballots 
| Omaha, Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 





Cummings’ association with A. H. Sunday films in nearby Greens- 
| Blank of Tri-States dates back to! burg won by 12 votes in a recuunt 
| 1926. When Blank pooled his houses | completed over the weekend before 
with Paramount-Publix in 1928,| Judge J. Hilary Keenan. The issue 
Cummings took the Nebraska terri- | was previously lost at the regular 
tory. He also managed road-shows | November election by 57 votes in the 
at one time. Cummings personally | official count. During the recount, 
|arranged two of Omaha’s biggest | the court ruled out 139 ballots due 
| premieres, ‘Boys Town’ and ‘Union| to improper markings. These infrac- 
Pacific.’ | tions included voters writing ‘yes’ 

Kinsky, who replaces Cummings, | or ‘no’ instead of the prescribed X- 
was with the Fox Midwest Circuit in| mark; erasures; markings in ink, 
| Chicago prior to joining Tri-States. | and failure to tear off ballot number. 








ies me The final tally showed 3,616 in 
favor of Sunday shows and 3,604 
Todd Now a Theatre against. 
Dr. Forney In Again 


Op; Takes Over Oriental, 
Chicago, From J. L.&S. 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 

Michael Todd is now a theatre 
operator, taking over the Oriental 
here, following the exit of Jones, 
Linick & Schaefer, who have failed 
to meet their rental payments. 

Property owners have been string- 
| ing along with J. L. & S. for some | 
| time, feeling that they should be 
| given full opportunity to recoup any | 


. | 
| aeeaen tee aaa” Gee ae | Loew-Lewin’s ‘Fingal’s 
Cave’ as Film Title 


J. L. & S. steps out and Todd goes 
into the spot as of Friday (21). Todd 
continues operating his highly suc- 
cessful cabaret here. 
‘Fingal’s Cave’ has been registered 
as a picture label by the David 
Loew-Albert Lewin producing unit 
releasing through United Artists. 


Todd will operate the Oriental on 
a deal set with Harold Costello, of 

Unusual title derives from the name 
of a famed cave in Northern Scot- 


the Iroquois Management Corp., and 
Robert O. Farrell, attorney and rep- 

land. There was a long lyric poem 
written about it and Mendelssohn 


Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 

Dr. William B. Forney, secretary 
|of the Lord’s Day Alliance, militant 
blue nose outfit, began another drive 
to tighten up the Blue Laws with 
several bills to be presented at pres- 
| ent session of Legislature. 

Dr. Forney said he had the back- 
| ing of rural legislators for an amend- 
ment to the Sunday film law to pro- 
hibit children under 15 to attend Sab- 











| their parents or an adult. 

Another bill would raise fines of 
Sunday Blue Law violators from $4 
to maximums of $100. 











resentative of the estate controlling 

the Oriental theatre property. Pol- 

icy for the time being will be pic- 

tures and stage shows at 28c and 44c, 

but Todd is planning several inno- < ; ; 

vations shortly, among them a ‘crazy used it as basis for a musical com- 
show,’ position. 

At present the house is running | Lew and Lewin, who are now in 
subsequent run films, but will switch | New York awaiting the opening of 
to first-runs as soon as possible and | their ‘So Ends Our Night,’ also re- 
feasible, particularly if the new mo- | cently staked out a claim to ‘The 
tion picture industry decree breaks | History of Tom Jones, a Foundling,’ 
down the block booking wall suffi- | novel written many years ago. Title 
ciently to permit open bidding on had previously been registered by 
small groups of pictures. | Edward Small in January, 1940, by 

House will be booked by Eddie! Walt Disney in February, 1940, and 
Sherman in New York. Billy Dia- | by Principal Productions in March, 
mond had been buying the shows in| 1940. The producers return to Hol- 
Chi for J. L. & S, lywood this week. 





|bath showings unless accompanied by | 


from this territory 
tions, thus affecting theatre patron- 
| age adversely. The shift, it’s claimed, 
is due to the fact that industrial 
centers in the east and south are at- 
tracting northwest workers seeking 
employment and that the Govern- 
ment defense program is taking away 
National Guardsmen and conscripts. 

Fred Strom, Northwest Allied 
executive secretary, up against a 
stone wall, charges that the film com- 
panies are ‘evading the issue.” On 
the other hand, Ben Blotcky and W. 
H. Workman, Paramount and Metro 
branch managers, respectively, deny 
there is any ‘problem.’ 





of contract revisions generally or 
any new condition affecting the ter- 
ritory as a whole. However, 
say that where it can be shown in 
specific instances that hardships have 
| been created the cases will be con- 
| sidered individually. 


JOE PHILIPSON INTO 





PAR DISTRIBUTION 





On his return from New Orleans 
in two or three weeks, Joe Philip- 
son is slated to join the distribution 
department of Paramount in an ex- 
ecutive capacity at the home office. 
He left for the South yesterday 
(Tues.), accompanied by Mrs. Philip- 
son. 

Philipson was to have hooked to 
the Par sales department in Janu- 
ary but has been delayed in mak- 
ing the move through clearing up 
various matters for the J. H. Cooper- 
Par circuit of theatres for which 
/he has been in charge of film buy- 


| Leon Savell, formerly with Kin- 
|cey-Wilby in Atlanta, shifts to Lin- 
-colIn on accounting for Cooper, 
while J. H. Cooper himself in fu- 
ture will supervise alk buying. Sa- 
| vell is now at the Par h.o. 





Max Cohen Stricken 


| Max Cohen, New York 


|'N. Y. State Allied, was brought back 
from Florida Monday (17) suffering 


from serious heart ailment, and con- | 


fined to his home. 

| Cohen had gone to Miami to re- 
cuperate from a heart attack, but 
‘his conidtion became worse. 


They have | 
refused flatly to recognize any need | 


they | 


ing and accounting for many years. | 


inde- | 
|pendent distributor and head of | 


lseater to be dubbed the Cinema. 
| Latter will feature two unreelings 
| daily, policy borrowed from a suc- 
| cessful rural filmers in district. 





DAYLIGHT BATTLE 


Milwaukee and Mpls. Fight Moves 
For Time Revamp 








Milwaukee, Feb. 18. 

Theatre ops, with the backing of 
the state’s agricultural interests, 
have won the first round in their 
| fight to prevent the re-establishment 
of daylight saving in Wisconsin. The 
state senate committee on local and 
| state government has recommended 
| that the Murray bill, to legalize day- 
light saving under local option, be 
killed. 

Further fight is expected on the 
| floor before the proposed legislation 
is finally disposed of. 








Fight Minn. Daylite 
Minneapolis, Feb. 18. 

Northwest Allied, independent ex- 
hibitors’ organization, will oppose & 
bill introduced in the state legisla- 
ture providing for daylight saving in 
the state’s three largest cities, Min- 
| neapolis, St. Paul and Duluth, dur- 
ing the summer months. It’s claimed 
that the proposal would injure thea- 
tre business. 





Montreal Would Ease Tabu 


Montreal, Feb. 18. 

Another effort to change the law 
of this province, banning minors un- 
der 16 from attending motion pic- 
ture theatres, is again under way 
| but this time sponsored by organl- 
zations other than the theatres con- 
cerned, which gives it a_ better 
chance of success, 

Marcel Francq, secretary of the 
Provincial Federation of Labor, last 
| week organized a delegation to meet 
Premier Adelard Godbout, of Que- 
bec Province, and his cabinet 
Quebec City. 

The law, banning minors under 16 
from picture shows even if accom- 
panied by parents or guardians, has 
been in force here since the burning 
‘of the Laurier-Palace theatre with 
loss of 70 lives, mostly children, in 
| January, 1929. Of late years there 
has been some modification of the 

ban in the case of patriotic a? 
| fairy tale pix. 
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to the committee, is a trip by Alice 

Faye to Brazil for the preem of ‘The 

Road to Rio,’ Contemplated by 

Paramount is a long p.a. tour by 

Dorothy Lamour and possibly a se- 

ries of lectures by Cecil B. DeMille. 
Insure Stars’ Safety 

Latinos are so nuts about Holly- 
wood personalities they actually en- 
danger them—a point on which all 
U.S. majors wanted assurance be- 
fore agreeing to send anyone south. 
The various governments have 
promised more than adequate police 
protection to prevent repetition of 
past visits when clothes were actu- 
ally torn off players by admiring 
Latin Americans. 

Meantime, John Hay (Jock) Whit- 
ney’s Motion Picture Division of the 
Rockefeller organization has been 
active on other angles. One of the 
most important things it claims to 
have accomplished was convincing 
20th-Fox to spend $40,000 in re- 
shooting scenes on ‘Down Argentine 
Way’ for the South American mar- 
ket. Film created a furor down 
there, particularly in Argentina, on 
claims that it inaccurately presented 
Latin Americans. 

In this regard, Whitney’s group 
feels it has accomplished another 
bell-ringer in getting a man assigned 
to Joe Breen’s division of the Hays 
office in Hollywood. His duty is to 
cooperate with the producers to In- 





sure authenticity in films involving | 


Central and South America and to 
advise on language and _ historical 
problems. Whitney has also con- 
vinced larger studios to appoint ex- 
perts of their own to concentrate on 
Latin American production aspects. 
More South American Pix 
Number of films on South Ameri- 
ean subjects are now in production 
under the watchdog eyes of these 
experts. With assurance that there 
will be nothing the central and 
gouthern hemisphetites can squawk 
about, Whitney’s group is anxiously 
waiting to gauge reception and re- 
sults of these films. They include 
Metro’s ‘Life of Simon Bolivar,’ with 
Robert Taylor; two 20th-Fox pro- 
ductions, ‘Road to Rio,’ with Alice 
Faye and Carmen 
‘Blood and Sand,’ with Tyrone 
Power; RKO’s ‘They Met in Argen- 
tina,’ which will introduce a real 
Argentine star, Alberto Vila; and 
Paramount’s ‘Rurales,’ 
story on which it is scripting. 
Another plan on which the Whit- 
ney group is working, but on which 


little actual progress has been made, | 


{is to ship studio crews to 
South America to film 
about the territory right on the na- 


tive locale. Special committee has 


* been formed to investigate the pos- 


sibilities, 
Newsreels Also 

Increased newsreel coverage of 
South American subjects and of 
U. S. subjects which will appeal to 
S. A. is another of Whitney’s aims. 
This is probably one of the most ad- 
vanced 
will plan. 
has already shipped Norman Alley 
south on a scouting tour to line up 
possible newsreel correspondents 
and subjects. Paramount is prepar- 
ing to do the same thing, while 
Pathe now has a crew in Rio pre- 
Paring. to film the annual pre-lenten 
carnival. Under discussion also is a 
pooling arrangement for coverage of 
S. A. by the five newsreels. 

Pathe, spurred by 
group, is also making a series of 
sports shorts in Latin America. First 
One will be released by RKO late 
this month. Called ‘Caballero Col- 
lege,’ it is backgrounded against the 
Chilean Cavalry School in Santiago 
and features trick riding by native 
army officers. Crew is now in 
Buenos Aires making the second 
short in the series. ' 

Executive film committee working 
under Whitney is headed by Y. 


Frank Freeman of Paramount, presi- | 


dent of the Association of Motion 
Picture Producers. Others in this 
group are Edward Arnold, Sam Bris- 
kin, Frank Capra, Sheridan Gibney, 
Samuel Goldwyn, Louis B. Mayer, 
George Schaefer, David O. Selznick, 
Walter Wanger, Cliff Work and 
Harry M. Warner. 

Sub-committees are: 

South American Film Facilities— 
Sam Briskin, chairman; E. J. Mannix, 
Sol Wurtzel, 
son, Keith Glennan, Sol Lesser, J. D. 
McDonough and William Koenig. 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts 


and Sciences: Walter Wanger, chair- | 
Major Nathan ! 


man; Frank Capra, 


— James Stewart and Robert 
ISK1N, 


Short Subjects—Gunther Lessing, 


S. Pix Stars’ Goodwill 


Continued from page 1 


Miranda, and | 
a Mexican | 


features | 


angles of the entire good | 
Metro’s News of the Day! 


the Whitney 


Major Nathan Levin- | 


_ PAR’S FAST SHORTS 


3 Benchleys in & Days Days and Quiz Kids 
in 24 Hours 














chairman; Jack Chertok, Gordon 
Hollingshead and Hugh McCollum, | WS, established by Paramount's 
Art Direction—Cedrie Gibbons, short feature producing division in 
chairman; Richard Day, William | the east on both the Quiz Kids and 
Cameron Menzies and Jack Otterson. P meaprd Benei ey pletus oe saree 
Story Material—Sheridan Gibney, | anentey mnaets were 
chairman; Kenneth MacKenna, Mil- | 

ton Krims and Kenneth McGowan. | 
microphones because of their radio 


program eliminated any  ‘fluffs’ 
necessitating retakes. Understood 
that sufficient material was photo- 
. graphed to incorporate into a second 


film if the picture company wants to 
release another short. 


eight days, this tec am out the 
full schedule for the 1940-41 season. 

By using four cameras Par was 
able to complete the Quiz Kids short 
within 24 hours. Fact that the 
youngsters were accustomed _ to 











Brownwood, Texas, Feb. 18. 

Phil R. Isley is rapidly construct- 
ing new houses throughout the state. 
Several months ago he opened his 
new Plaza here, last week construc- Herman Starr, New Jersey district 
tion got under way for another house | Manager for Skouras circuit, is ‘out 
here. In Mineral Wells he has started | of danger,’ it was said at Murray Hill 
construction of a 1,000-seater. On| Sanatorium, N. Y., Monday (17) fol- 
Feb. 6 he opened the Bobby Walker | lowing an emergency operation last 
in Abilene, named after his grand- | Thursday. 
son, Starr suffered a ruptured appendix 
following his return home from his 
New York office on Thursday and 


Starr ‘Out of Danger’ 





Paris, Texas, Bldg. Boomlet 
Paris, Texas, Feb. 18. 
A mild theatre building boom is 
on here with two new houses ex- 
pected to open here within the next 
two weeks. One will be owned and 
operated by W. F. Shorthose, local 
business man who is remodeling a Lyons, Ga., Feb, 18. 
store building here. Interstate has Loss estimated at $15,000 ensued 
started work on its fourth theatre| when fire broke out Friday (15) in 
here. Pal theatre, town’s onliest and spread 
to Plaza hotel and cafe and damaged 
Lyons print shop. Blaze threatened 
whole town until fire deparment 
Robb & Rowley-United circuit con- hn he Accel grit sali 
structing three new houses here to | nae prea are ee See 
be added to the list of eight they | i ; 
|already operate here. House will | 
|range from an ‘A’ house to a nabe | 
| 
| 
i 


almost 48 hours. He’s not to be con- 
fused with the Warner Bros.’ v.p. 





$15,000 Theatre Fire 


R.&R.-United’s Trio 
Corpus Christi, Texas, Feb. 18. 











ROZ OPPOSITE GABLE 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Rosalind Russell steps into lead 


jand one for colored patrons. Boom 
}is due to the Government establish- 
|ing a naval base in this port town. 
| Br uce Collins is resident partner of | opposite Clark Gable in ‘The Uni- 
the Corpus Christi Theatres, Inc. |form’ at Metro. She replaces Hedy | 
Last week, Sam Stokes took over | Lamarr, reported having several ses- 
|the duties as city manager of the!sions with her dentist. 
| group's holdings, relieving Collins | This will be Miss Russell’s first 
| who will devote his time to the R.&R. | M- -G picture since ‘The Women,” al- 
ireal estate holdings. ___ though she is under "contract there. 


| Inside Stuft—Pictures 





New record for speedy production | 


nished within | 


hovered in a critical condition for! 


| brought against the system. 


| their sense of fair play and also ‘in 


Pitt BBB Appeals to Theatre 
Owners to Drop Banko, Ftc, 


~ 


| Pittsburgh, Feb. 18 








_to fear in the future from church 
The Better Business Bureau of | bingo. The judiciary committee of 
Pittsburgh last week asked theatre the lower house of the State Legis 
owners of Allegheny County to ‘take | /ature has taken action to kill the 
the pledge’ and voluntarily abandon | bill which would legalize such games 
Bank Night. In a letter mailed to | for churches and lodges. 
every exhibitor in the district, G.| However, that’s just the picture on 
H. Dennison, manager of the BBB, | the surface. First, the theatre had 
stated that Pittsburgh is now the! hopes the legalizing of bingo by the 
only major city in the state in which | State would include them. They 
the giveaway type of theatre promo- | weren’t cut in when the present bill 
tion still prevails, despite the fact | was proposed. Now, with the Legis- 
that the Pennsylvania Superior | lature refusing to OK the church 
,Court has already ruled that Bank | bingo, you would figure they would 
| Night is a lottery and therefore ille- be happy. 
gal. | They aren't, 
| ‘Unfortunately,’ Dennison wrote to! For in turning down the bill the 
|the 132 theatre owners, ‘the con- | judiciary committee hinted they 
tinued operation of this lottery has were willing to let such matters be 
had the effect of encouraging wide- | handled by local control. And in 
spread promotion of other types of | Detroit. most of the State’s bigger 
commercial] lotteries, including bingo | cities, that means, legal or not, plenty 
and similar forms of gambling,’ and | of church bingo. Here the competi- 
then added, ‘many law-abiding busi- | tion has been terrific, with some 
ness men, theatre operators and re- | churches tossing off prizes of $500 or 
tailers have, therefore, been placed | more a night and sometimes putting 
at a competitive disadvantage by | on two bingo parties a week with no 
those who resort to illegal devices | trouble with the ‘local control.’ In 
to attract patronage and trade.’ fact, nabes up against that kind of 
The letter concluded that ‘another | competition. have used slough off 
inevitable by-product of this condi- bills when the neighborhood church 
|tion is that the substitution of bingo parties were playing to S.R.O, 
‘chance’ for ‘merit’ in modern mer- | 
| chandising has encouraged lower Ky. Frowns on Banko 
'standards of merchandise and sery- ‘eae > 
, ; bella Louisville, Feb, 18. 
lice, These things are contrary to 
the best interests of the buying | Assistant Attorney General Jesse 
public.’ ;K. Lewis Wednesday (12) brought 
Dennison pointed out that the U.S. | into the open again the question of 
Postoffice Dept., in a fraud order | bank night, bingo, and other similar 
issued in 1938, declared Bank Night | Money-raising projects, in a letter to 
to be a lottery. The order was issued | a member of the State Legislature, 
in Denver against Affiliated Enter- | Lewis declared that ‘bank night, 
prises, Inc., originators of the plan. | bingo and other similar schemes are 
Last year, he said, the State Superior | violative of the law of Kentucky,’ 


i 


|Court also declared Bank Night aj/and that ‘it was the statutory duty 


lottery. The case was appealed to | of local law enforcement officers to 
the State supreme court, which re- | cause the proper criminal proceed- 
jected it. It had been taken to the | ings to be made against persons op- 
higher court from nearby Beaver | erating bank nights or bingo.’ 
County, where _ prosecutions were } Chief of Police E. P. Callahan of 
Louisville Thursday (13) refused to 
Peat : ; : ' discuss whether he will enforce the 
1eatre giveaways have sinc , 
ysto Pigg LW “ ave eo i? 2€CN | law against bingo games in the city. 
4 ( 1ey nave conti > - . 
ppec, on comtmuce Un Roy Murphy, secretary of the Safety 
abated in the Pittsburgh sector, and De me ; 
| Department, said the only bingos op- 
the BBB stated the letters were sent |. : ee j Bhi 
eee | erating in Louisville are for chari- 
to county exhibitors as an appeal to | ee 
table purposes, principally by 
churches and other institutions which 
have been using them as revenue 
raisers for years. The policy of per- 
| mitting old, established institutions 


While in other major cities the 


the belief that those theatres now 
operating lotteries will not desire to 
violate the Pennsylvania Lottery 
Law.’ 





Major company foreign departments have been informed that under the | 
new agreement with Great Britain, no frozen coin held in the British Isles | 
can be used for theatre investments without receiving the approval of the} 
British government. Under the old frozen-coin pact, no such approval | 
was necessary for theatre investments, although none was made in the 
period ending last Oct. 31. 

Consensus of opinion among foreign officials in N. Y. in touch with the | 
British situation is that such theatre investments, however, are unlikely | »s 
just now by American film companies. U. S. companies never have been | 
interested in theatre properties excepting in the largest key cities, and 
these have been targets for heaviest Nazi bombings recently. | 

} 


Job of eastern story editor for 20th-Fox, which has been eyed wishfully 
from many quarters since the death of Franklyn Underwood several 
months ago, remains unfilled. Joseph M. Schenck, 20th board chairman, 
declared last week that the company has so far been unable to find the 
man it wants for the job. 

Schenck reiterated the statement made shortly after Underwood’s death 
by Joe Moskowitz, eastern studio rep, that the company will wait as long 
as necessary to fill the story editorship to insure getting exactly the type | 
person desired, 


Victor Mature, who has the lead opposite Gertrude Lawrence in ‘Lady 
in the Dark,’ Broadway legiter, will be forced to leave the show June 1 


when his pact and options expire 
Player is under contract to Hal Roach, who anticipates requiring his 
ervice for pictures following the ‘Lady’ engagement, his New York office 


declared. 


Special new background score for ‘Down Ars e Wa de up € 
tirely of Argentine music, is being worke out by 20th-Fox, following 
numerous squawks from Latin America over that picture Manuel Pena 
Rodriques, film critic on La Nacion, currently in Hollywood, believes pi 
ture will not be shown in the Argentine, as the use of comedy types to 
represent Argentine natives will offend national dignity) 


demmsianatinetet 


‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’ 


Paramount figures to withhold production on 
at least until 1942. by which time studio hopes the 1,000,000 sales mark 
will have been reached by the Hemingway novel. More than 560,000 
copies already have been sold, with figure mounting by several thousand 
every week, 


Preview policy In Holiywood of major studios remains confusing to 
daily, tradepaper and magazine reviewers. Press departments set previews 
two or three weeks in advance, get the ganderers all set to attend, then 
have to cancel them at the last moment as final dubbing, editing or other 
work is not completed in time. 


Burbank lot said yes in return for Ginger Rogers in one picture. Metro’s 
/ request for Miss de Havilland was met with a demand for the loan of 
James Stewart and Myrna Loy for one film. No deal to date. 


Warners has decided to tack a novel finale onto ‘Strawberry Blonde,’ 
already previewed on both coasts, New ending is to be a combination 
exit march and community sing. 
| Feb. 22, 


RKO wanted to borrow Olivia de Havilland from Warners and the. 


Picture will be nationally released | 


to run bingos was adopted here about 
: : five years ago. Bank nights are held 
Would Kill Church Bingo | by neighborhood theatres in the city. 
Detroit, Feb. 18. | The policy of tolerance against these 
It looks as if—legally—Detroit’s| also was adopted about the same 
picture houses would have nothing | time. 
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802 Sticks to No-Paid Admish Rule, 
So Bobby Byrne Almost Fails 
To Broadcast for Raleigh Cigarets 


| 
Regulation of New York Local 802 


of the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians created a thoroughly mixed 
up comedy of errors last week when 
Bobby Byrne’s band figured on do- 
ing its Friday night Raleigh radio 
commercial from the stage of the 
Flatbush theatre, Brooklyn, where 
it’s playing. An 802 rule forbids any 
commercial from originating at a 
point where an admission is charged. 
Apparently everyone concerned for- 
got, or didn’t know of, the rule until 
a day or two before the broadcast. 
Situation wound up, via various mis- 
cues, in the airing almost not oc- 
curring at all. 

Brandt Theatres, operators of the 
Flatbush, had advertised the broad- 
cast widely and with General Amuse- 
ment Corp., Byrne’s bookers, and 
B.B.D.&O., the Raleigh agency, fought 
until the last minute to get 802’s 
sanction, without success. Near riot 
ensued at the theatre Friday (14) 
when the advertised broadcast was 
not forthcoming and also because 
Byrne had to skip one show in order 
to get to NBC’s studios in New York 
and back. Brandt docked the band’s 
salary $500 for refunds and because 
the house got only one audience in- 
stead of two. People coming in for 
the regular 8 p.m. show stayed over 
to catch the last. Normally they 
would have cleared out and another 
audience seated. Byrne will lose the 
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It’s a Surprise 





Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 

Fire yesterday (Monday), 
wrecked the private office of 
Leon Levy, president of WCAU. 
Can of turpentine used by paint- 
ers to redecorate the suite ex- 
ploided and burst into flames. 
Levy's suite was a total sham- 
bles. 

The Doc left for Florida on 
Saturday and the staff wanted to 
surprise him with a refurnished 
office on his return. 


Theatre Authority Looks 
Into Unsanctioned Benefit 
By Detroit AFRAites 


Detroit, Feb. 11. 


Checking reports that AFRA 
;/members here had worked gratis | 
| and without permission at the Presi- | 
| dent’s Birthday Ball, Max Halperin, 
| general western representative of 
| Theatre Authority, was in Detroit 
| last week conducting an investiga- 
|tion. He also was making arrange- 














Johnson & Johnson 
Saturday Prospect 


Johnson & Johnson may buy a 
Saturday morning quarter-hour 
period on CBS. Young & Rubicam 
is handling the details. 

Appropriations allows for a show 
costing around $700 a week. 





MUTUAL NEWS 


TO BE HOURLY 


Mutual will alter its regular pro- 





the hour, either as a five-minute 
summary or as ne of the network’s 
regular commentator programs. Only 
exceptions will be at 1 and 4 p.m. 
Network has a group of serials slated 
to start at the former spot and the 
program summary is heard in the 
latter. Five-minute news shots will 
be moved forward to 12:55 and 3:55 
in these instances. 

New policy is another outgrowth 
of the recent meeting of program 
directors of the various affiliates. 


FRANCES SWING WRITING 
WKRC SERIAL FOR MBS 


Cincinnati, Feb. 18. 











|ments to appoint a Detroit repre- 
| sentative. 
Following the check here, under- | 


First dramatic serial to be origi- 
nated by WKRC for feeding to the 
Mutual web will start Feb. 24, Mon- 


$500 next week, too, at the Windsor | sanding was that he would file | days through Saturdays from 1:15 to 


theatre, Bronx, but saves $250 each 


‘charges with the New York AFRA| 


1:30 p.m., EST. It is a domestie opus 


week for line charges he would have |against the performers who had titled ‘Edith Adams’ Future,’ au- 
had to pay. The Windsor is also a failed to get permission for the free | thored by Frances Swing, a new- 


Brandt house. 

From NBC’s angle the muddle re- 
sulted in a hurry up call to friends, 
relatives, etc., of everyone concerned 
to make up a studio audience. Net 
had figured the broadcast for the the- 
atre and hadn’t bothered to print 
tickets or make provision for studio 
watchers. 

More Troubles 


the band reached the studio. It had|for WOV, New York, was discon- | Utletting by Mutual. 


a police squad escorting its bus from 
Brooklyn to N. Y. It arrived safely 


and temporarily dismissed the bus— | sought damages of $4,159 from WOV. | 


then got into the studio to find that 
the music for the broadcast had been 
left in the car. Hurry-up call to 
cops to pick up the vehicle and bring 
it back was fruitless, but in the 
meantime the jalopy’s driver had 
spotted the music. He brought it 
back three minutes before the show 


was to go on the air. NBC had a 
pianist all set to substitute for 
Byrne. 


Then after the show was over the 
cops called to say they had heard 
the broadcast: so the music must have 
been found. They had been unable 
to pick up the bus—practically a 
house on wheels—in New York’s 
slow moving traffic. 

As if that 
Clinton, who did a _ broadcast 


wasn’t enough, Larry | 
for | cept 
Sensation ciggies from the Flatbush | radio station, WISH, at Indianapolis. | 
a year or so ago, will be called be- 


| work before the extensive 
given in the Hotel Book-Cadillac, 





} 
| 
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‘FLANTER SETTLES WO 





party | 





ACTION OUT OF COURT 


| to be played by the Cincinnati Sym- 


comer on the Times-Star station 

Production will be by Brad Simp- 
son, WKRC program chief. Cast in- 
cludes Della Orton, Joe Harding, 
Dolores Doll, Mary Louise Lantz and 
Jimmie Scribner. 

WKRC has also arranged to origi- 
nate two college symphonic concerts, 


Suit of Adrian James Flanter, |phony Orchestra, under direction of 
Still another topper occurred when | former adviser on sales promotion | #¥sene Goossens, for coast-to-coast 


ltinued and settled out of the N. Y.| Pair is to be broadcast tonight (18) 


|supreme court Thursday (13). 


Flanter was employed Jan. 15, 
| 1940, to Dec. 31, 1940, at a salary of 
| $4,284, plus 15% of the gross on any 
accounts brought in without the aid 
lof an advertising agency, and 712% 


of those brought in with an agency. | 
Dur- |} 


|'He was discharged in April. 
, ing the period he brought in $1,648 
in accounts, he claimed. 





Behrman, Terre Haute, 
| Boss of WISH, Indpls. 


Terre Haute, Ind., Feb. 18. 
William W. Behrman, vice-pres- 
|ident and general manager of Radio 
| Station WBOW, has resigned to ac- 
of the 


the managership new 


Expected to start operations about 


fore 802 to explain why. In trying | May 1, 1941. 

to get an okay for Byrne the union| WISH will operate with 5,000 
was told Clinton had done a broad-| Watts on 1280 kilocycles. Behrman 
cast from the same theatre. Now| Will move to Indianapolis about 


he’s in the soup for apparently un- | 


knowingly violating the rule. 





Peter Mudie (girl) who has been 


on KOIN Consumer News program 
for past six years taking extended 


vacation in east studying merchan- | 


dising methods. 
land, Ore. 


KOIN is in Port- 


April 1, and will complete the per- 
sonnel of WISH at that time. 

Behrman came to Terre Haute 
from Evansvile, where he started at 
WGBF in 1929. 
WRAL, Raleigh, N. C., has recenly 
been appointed commercial manager 
by Behrman. 

For the present there will be no 
successor to Behrman at WBOW. 








: Esty Abandons Parsons Program 


—_— 





Screen Guild Ruling Kills Proposition—B.B.D.& O. 


Solicits Lever Account Following Fiasco 





William Esty agency has given up 
all hope of working out a comprom- 
se on the Screen Guild Actor’s 
stand against the proposed Louella 
Parsons program and it is scouting 
the New York field for another 
show. Agency had contracted for 
the Friday 10-10:30 p.m. spot on 
CBS. 


Budget that Lever Bros. had set 
for this particular Lifebuoy program 
is $4,000. It is reported that the 
B.B.D.&O. agency has meanwhile 
made a pitch for the Lifebuoy ac- 


count, submitting some programs 
from which the account might 
choose. B.B.D.&O. is already in on 


the Lever Bros. advertising outlay 
through its handling of Silver Dust. 


‘Truth’ Quiz to Par, L.A. 


Ralph Edwards’ ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences’ quiz show for Ivory Soap 
will do March 8 show from the Para- 
mount theatre, Los Angeles. 

Quiz is current at the Hipp theatre, 
| Baltimore. 








} 


R. E. Bausman, of | 


Suit | from 9 to 10 p.m., EST, on the net- 
ork, with a full two-hour stretch | resigned last week to accept a similar | 
agency. | 


on the Cincy station. Second con- 
cert is scheduled for March 


committees within the junior 
committee for the Cincinnati 
phony Orchestra. 
1ouncer and producer at WKRC, will 


be the commentator. 


A new local series of weekly half- 
hour programs on WKRC, commenc- |! 


ing Wednesday (19) night, drama- 
tizes careers of colorful leaders, past 
and present, in the U. S. Army, 
which is cooperating in the airings. 
Starter is on Robert E. Lee. 


WOL’S Mutual Serial 
Washington, Feb. 18. 

‘Helen Holden—Government Girl,’ 
six-weekly daytime serial being 
produced by WOL for the Mutual 
network, has the following cast: 
Nancy Ordway (tentative lead), 
Robert Pollard, Nell Fleming, Larry 
Geraghty and Rudulph Watson. 

Show is produced by the Furness- 
Beattie office. 





| CHANGE BERNIE QUIZ 


Slight Variation in Program Formula 
| for Bromo Seltzer 





~ | Ruthrauff & Ryan is considering 


an overhaul of 
show's routine. 


the Ben Bernie 

The present plan is 
| for more comedy and the stepping 
| up of the quiz angle so that partici- 
| pants will have their potential win- 
'nings tripled with every correct an- 
swer. 

The difference between this show 
and others of its money-mounting 
description is that with Bromo 
Seltzer the participant will be paid 
off regardless of the point where he 
|flunks. The Bromo kitty will start 
off with a dime. 











gram schedule, beginning next week, | 
to air a news shot every hour on| 


10-Year Mother-Daughter Partnership — 


Ends With Death of Donna Damerel 





Army Showmanship 


Buffalo, Feb. 18. 
recruiting spiel in 
‘Stuff and Nonsense’ 
show last week young man 
jumped up from studio audi- 
ence and volunteered. 

It was almost the McCoy. 
Youth tried to enlist the day be- 
fore but marine officers held 
him over for the stunt, which 
drew plenty of attention over the 
air. 





During 
WKBW's 











R. Voynow in New York, 
Fred Dodge in Philly 
Join Ward Wheelock 








Richard Voynow, formerly in the 


| CBS program service department, 


has joined the Ward Wheelock 
agency as eastern radio production 
head, headquartering in New York. 
Programs he will supervise are 
‘Campbell Playhouse,’ ‘Martha Web- 





| 


women’s department of the women’s | 
Sym- | 
Syd Cormell, an- | 


Vaughn DeLeath’s Divorce 


ster’ and ‘Hilltop House.” Wheelock 
has been seeking someone for the 
assignment for some time. 


Diana Bourbon, who handles day- 
time shows in the east, returned to 
duty last week after being absent 
several weeks due to illness. George 
Zachary directs ‘Playhouse,’ the 
agency’s sole nighttime program in 
the east. 

Fred Dodge, last with WFIL, 
Philadelphia, as sales exec, joins 
Wheelock’s Philadelphia office on 
radio liaison. 


HAYNES SUCCEEDS 








visor for Compton, has succeeded 





Mary Louise Anglin as supervisor of 


lthe same agency. Miss Anglin, no 
relation to actress Margaret Anglin, 


jassignment with another 


11. | She declined to identify the firm un- 
‘l.ese concert: are the outgrowth of | til] 


work done by co-ed and high school | vacation 


her return from a_ three-week 
trip by motor 
| Florida. 

Other changes at Compton last 
week included three additions and a 
shift in the radio department. Join- 
|ing the office as program assistants 
'are George Brengel, formerly assist- 
ant program manager at WSOC, 
Charlotte, and Jack Houseknecht, 
formerly of the NBC sound effects 
department. Jack Cole, a 


Janet Watson, formerly with Lennen 
& Mitchell, joins the agency as a 
copywriter. 


WMC’s New Studios 


Memphis, Feb. 18. 

WMC moved into its new studios 
in the Goodwyn Institute with a 
luncheon of 300 Memphis business 
men and visiting radio executives, at 
the Peabody hotel, and a 60-minute 
dedicatory broadcast carried over a 
network of southern stations. 

New studios are air-conditioned, 
|sound-proofed throughout and in- 
| clude the large Goodwyn auditorium 
| for visual audience broadcasts. 











ANGLIN AT COMPTON 


Storrs Haynes, a program super- | 


through | 


copy- | 
writer, becomes copy supervisor and 


}in New York, March 12. 


: Keglined Program for Mutual 


Sa 


A 10-year mother-and-daughter 
partnership in a radio serial wag 
ended last week by the death of the 
daughter, Donna Damerel, who wag 
Marge of ‘Myrt and Marge.’ She 
died Feb. 15 at the Englewood (N. J.) 
hospital after giving birth to a son, 
her third child and by her third hus- 
band, Peter J. Fick, prominent as a 
swimmer. The actress was 28. The 
child is well. 

The team of ‘Myrt and Marge’ was 
improvised in Chicago during 1931 
and sold cold direct to Phillip K, 
Wrigley. With one hiatus it hag 
been steadily sponsored ever since, 


The mother-partner, Myrtle Vail 
was Mrs. George Damerel and, 
like her deceased husband, was a 


veteran trouper, largely in vaude- 
ville, although starting originally 
with a road company of ‘The Merry 
Widow.’ The family was in ‘retire- 
ment’ (vaudeville being what it was) 
when the mother got the inspiration 
that she, too, could launch a radio 
serial. 

The connection with Wrigley lasted 
from 1931 to 1936. It made the team 
nationally famous. They made a 
picture for Universal, did extensive 
personals at a_ salary that made 
vaudeville look less nostalgic, al- 
though they never were in the top 
radio coin brackets. Last summer 
the pair tackled, not too seriously, 
a week with a Yonkers summer dra- 
matic stock in ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter.’ After 1937 the turn was 
sponsored by Colgate-Palmolive- 
Peet. 

As originally written by Myrtle 
Vail, the veteran of show business, 
the serial was the tale of a kindly 
hard-boiled trouper, Myrt, who made 
it her business to protect the in- 
nocence of the newcomer to back- 
stage, Marge. It was sentimental and 
hokey, a caricature on reality, but 
the public liked it. Perhaps the one 
literary creation of Myrtle Vail in 
those days that stood out was a 
pansy stooge, probably the first homo 
to be described on the air. 
| With the sudden loss of one of its 
chief characters the program this 





First of the | new programs and script editor of | week lapsed into a chaotic condition. 


|Due to prostration Myrtle Vail 
| planned to remain off the show until 
| today (Wednesday). 


rewritten to take care of the missing 


The script was 


'actresses. Continuance of the part of 
| Marge is uncertain at present as 
| Myrt (Now Mrs. Eddie Lambert) 


| States there c-n be no substitute for 
| Marge. 

Besides her husband and mother, 
| the actress leaves two sons, by pre- 


}vious Chicago marriages. and a 
brother, George Damerel. Jr.. an or- 
chestra_ leader. Funeral services 


were held Monday (17) in New York. 


Vallee Into Coast Spots 
But Not for Sealtest 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Two NBC network programs, pre- 
viously not heard along the Coast, 
have been extended to the three Pa- 
cific states. Rudy Vallee’s turn for 
Sealtest takes full Coast coverage, 
with National Dairies inserting the 
plugs for Kraft cheese. J. Walter 
Thompson agency cuts in for the 
15% of the added time, with McKee 
& Albright handling the Sealtest biz. 
Sealtest is not marketed here. 

Other program to come West is 
Bab-O’s_ daytime serial, ‘David 
| Harum.’ 








} — 

| Cecil Carmichael, publicity direc- 
tor of WLW, Cincy, addresses Radio 

| Executives Club’s luncheon meeting 








Young & Rubicam Meets Rebuff at CBS and NBC— 


Copy Issue on Beer Involved 





Mutual’s Monday, 8 to 8:30 p.m. 
period has been reserved by Young 
& Rubicam for a program to be un- 
derwritten by Keglined (American 
Can Co.). The indications are that 
it will be a script show. Series 
would start in early April. 

Agency had gone first to Colum- 





Vaughn DeLeath is going out to| bia but found that the network’s 


Reno at the end of this month to es- | policy on beer accounts or anything 
tablish a residence preliminary to| connected with the beverage was 


getting a divorce. 
While there 
| singing on KOH. 


discouraging. Next approach was to | 
she may do some | the NBC-blue and the answer there | 


copy Keglined proposed to uge be- 
fore it could accept or turn down 
the business. 





Errata on Mars Show 


In last week’s issue of Variety it 
was erroneously stated in connec- 
tion with a story that Mars candy 
will sponsor a new show over NBC- 
red with Ted Fio-Rito and Jackie 
Heller and that this candy company 
markets a bar known as O ilenry. 














lwas that it would have to see what | O’Henry is not a Mars product. 


ee —— 
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QUIZ SHOW 


FOOTNOTE: FEBRUARY, 41 


Defending radio against its increasingly numerous and in- 
creasingly articulate enemies will tax the ingenuity of the 
broadcasting industry as time goes on. That fact is better 
recognized now than belatedly two or three years into the fu- 
ture. Just last week a powerful United States senator, one 
who is entitled to respect as an opponent or as a critic, raised 
an unpleasant suggestion of radio news bias. In the same week 
the Allied Printing Trades Council, an avowed foe of broadcast- 
ing, let loose with the most telling (in a propaganda sense) of 
its several anti-radio blasts. It happened also to be the week 
in which the president of another union, the musicians, stated 
certain expectations that place radio in the middle between two 
rival unions, the other side being the artists’ Guilds. 





Power begets enemies. Radio has great power. Not only the 
printing trades resent its prosperity. Not only senators speak 
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A POINT BET 


| 


‘True or False’ and ‘Informa- 
tion, Please’ Exceptions to 
Downward Trend of Ques- 











in Latest Report of Co- 


Broadcasting 





RATINGS WOBBLE 








operative Analysis of, 


IN C.A.B. SLUMP 





{ 


E HIT PARAT 5 Young & Rubicam and Others 
rh Open-Minded on New Programs 





| 
i 


| SEEK PALL MALL SHOW 





gram Possibilities For Account 





Ruthrauff & Ryan is looking around 


Mall's re-entry on the air. 
R & R got the cig account several 
weeks ago from Young & Rubicam, 








tion-and-Answer Programs Rutherauff & Ryan Combs The Pro-| 


for a show that might be submitted | 
to the American Tobacco Co. for Pall | sure or other agencies start making 


| 


— 


As CAB. Jars Sponsor Reaction 


Recent = slide-off of program 
ratings have created a wide open 
market for new programs among 
many major advertising agencies. 
The agency men are rushing to re- 
pair the ravages before the accounts 
themselves start bringing the pres- 


the proverbial pitch for the busi- 
ness. 
The scramble for available pro- 


out. Nor will the Department of Justice always be a con- but on ATC’s invitation. gram material is contrary to the 
venient helpmeet to broadcasting in grappling with its prob- ve + ay the 
lems. The future will demand plenty of planning, plenty of Even though the latest Co-opera- lee TE Alay DDagpse 


judgment and friends. 


The friends will have to be better quality than hired echoes 
ga-ga with glee that a 10-ton truck can run down a garden 
hedge. 


The back-to-1920 argument of the printing trades council 
may be silly. But the complacency of some broadcasters at 
this moment is also silly. Easy victories over badly-informed 
single opponents do not provide grounds for pre-supposing that 
well-informed opponents, in combinations, won’t be more for- 
midable later on. A great deal of close study of radio status 
quo, with an espionage eye out for weak spots, is going on these 
days. 

Some broadcasters may, as they have in the past, rap the 
journal that sounds the note of warning. They can rush to press 


with a smugly-worded tut-tut. Or they can realize what is evi- 





tive Analysis of Broadcasting report 
(period ending Feb. 11) shows a rise 
of two-tenths of a point for evening 
programs, the tabulations disclose a 
continued wane of popularity in 
|quiz programs. Only two quiz 
| shows, ‘True or False’ and ‘Informa- 
| tion, Please,’ chalked up a substan- 
| tial tilt, while ‘Truth and Conse- 
| quence’ also went up but by a mere 
tenth of a point. All others quizzers 
fell off in rating, or remained static. 

As for the musical shows ‘The Hit 
, Parade’ recovered a point and all 
the straight music stanzas on the 
NBC-red Sunday night followed the 
upward trend of the preceding com- 
|edy shows. On the other hand Guy 
| Lombardo slipped off, as did ‘Voice 
'of Firestone,’ Glenn Miller, Fred 
| Waring, ‘Telephone Hour,’ Ray 
Block, ‘Contented Hour,’ Cities Serv- 


| 


Love Letters 


From Attic 
Win Diamonds 


When the Wayne King program 
goes on for Luxor (CBS) the mail- 
drawing device won't be letters 
about romantic episodes associated 
|with songs but love letters sup- 
| posedly dug up from their trunks by 
|femme contestants for the diamond- 
|ring giveaways. 











Lord & Thomas, agency on the 
|Luxor account, anticipates the lim- | 





considered their shows pretty well 
jelled for the heavy listening sea- 
son and about the only thing they 
would begin giving thought to is 
summer replacements. 

One agency where the call for 
new programs rates as exceptionally 
heavy for this time of year is Young 
& Rubicam. Program agents have 
been advised by Y & R that it can 
use as many as five shows. Recent 
C.A.B. reports have been particu- 
larly harsh on Y & R programs. 


CHANGE “EASY ACES’ 
TIME ON PACIFIC 


‘Easy Aces’ and ‘Mr. Keen’ will be 
cleared simultaneously on all NBC- 








ice, Xavier Cugat, Kay Kyser and |. I bl static taking tt serial 

, a. . a. Seal w miteteatnchet ename O00 Ve tt migtbe med cS EST ee oS USS 

dent that the first 20 years were the easiest, the next five years Ben Bernie. The musicals ¢hat htm pO angle so long as ASCAP music | ©0ast-to-coast starting March 11, 

the toughest. (up, including ‘Parade,’ were ‘Fitch | ained taboo from the networks, |The westcoast outlet had been tak- 

. a Bandwagon, ‘Saturday Night Ser- | ing the programs off on wax and 
|enade,’ Coca Cola, ‘Album of Fa- 


LEONARD NASON IS | “TOWN HALL’S CONTRACT 


BACK IN U.S. ARMY xxc keeps rorum—penny of For | 


Six-Week Swing 
| a 


Maj. Leonard Nason, military an- | 





alyst for WOR-Mutual, has been re- | 


Town Hall of the Air program has 


| miliar Music,’ ‘Beat the Band,’ ‘Man- 
|hattan Merry-go-Round,’ ‘Hour of 


| Charm’ and ‘Hidden Stars.’ 
Ups and Downs 
Following is how the quiz shows 
| fared on this latest report: 
| ‘Truth or Consequences’—up, 


broadcasting them at a later hour, 


DEAN HUDSON RETURNS (f::°s3nfcier Slotuelss Sa 


TO PEANUT ACCOUNT 


Boston, Feb. 18. 
Dean Hudson returns 





| 
| 


| dilemma 


tional fee for actors. 

The change in westcoast schedules 
for these two scripters also solves a 
for NBC, ‘Easy Aces,’ 
which plugs Anacin, now follows in 


to Lance! that area another headache account, 


Toastchee Time, broadcasting from Bromo Seltzer, via the Ben Bernie 
WMAL, Washington and 35 NBC sta- | ‘show. 
tions, starting March 3, 7:45 a.m. for 


called for active service and left last , been extended on NBC under a new | ‘Information, Please’—up. 
week for Ft. Benning, Ga., where he | contract with options for five years.| “Tue or False’—up. 





oe is also taking on the mili- forum opening at Birmingham this | ‘Quiz Kids’—even | Product is peanut butter cracker. 
ary assignment fo rese rsday in acific | a _. peags +; ' -RI g 
J : t for the present. | Thursday and hopping to Pacific ‘Ask-It-Basket’—down. Set via Nachman-Rhodes Agency, 


is serving with a mechanized unit. 
Paul Schubert, the network’s naval 


aati | 


Fibber McGee on Lux 


' 
! 
] 


| 





! 
George Denny 


for NBC. 


signed before leaving | 
for a six week road tour with the | 


coast from there. Sid Strotz signed 





Terms not revealed but Town Hall | 
program is believed to receive a $50,- | 


‘Battle of Sexes’—even. 
‘Take It or Leave It’—down. 
‘Dr. I. Q.’.—down. 





‘Uncle Jim’s Bee’—down., 
‘Professor Quiz’—down. 
‘Double or Nothing’—down, 


15 minutes, Mon., Tues., Wed., with 
breakfast club idea for six months. 





Charlotte, N. C. 
Band will play college parties 
throughout South on weekends dur- 


Perry Bill Up Again 


Albany, Feb. 18. 
Senator Charles Perry has again 
introduced his bill making it a petty 
larceny for any one to sell, lease or 


, , i B 8 icra ing broadcasting schedule. 
} ’ z . rcear'c ar > *( Ps Ss Comes aw 
{000 annual subsidy from NBC, age pr pier rare sania —_—____—_—_—_—___——— license any recording of a broadcast 
Lux Radio Theatre c i ; its a UEHe . a ee ” , 2 obtained without the written consent 
j ‘ g continues its : 4 yb W 
; 1OW, & »S 10ted above, are F pee eckia’ See 
Policy of alternating high-rating [Aa SOR THORS, 08 eS . Makes irst Huddle of the performer, sponsor or station 





mike comedians with film stars by 
booking Fibber McGee and Molly for 


| 





Benny From Palm Springs 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 





also down. 
Because of the unknown quantity 


of the music war with its prohibi- | 





Boston, Feb. 18. 





After being graduated from secre- 


owner. Political, educational, 
ligious and civic broadcasts are ex- 


ré- 


‘ its broadcast of next Monday (24). | inna 2 om . tarial schoo] a few months ago, Ber-| cepted. Records may be seized with- 
: The script will be the ni pe Me ot Jack Benny, who at times has had — Re tye porn ellie ‘nice Scott was engaged for routine | out warrant. 
r sion of ‘The Whole Town's Talk- | the urge to broadcast from Honolulu, Fecen’ ©./.". Oe ne may not be/ office work at WEEI. She studied| Somewhat similar bill was passed 
> ing.’ | Sun Valley, Idaho, and other way pear al ake el been voice culture in her spare time. | by the State senate at the last year’s 
: | points, has been granted permission we ge Pt hed with especial One of the station’s executives| term but it died in Assembly com- 
. | by the agency and sponsor to do one | studiec a ig os ” chru. \heard about her. A mike test fol-| mittee. The bill at the time was 
e Joe Engel, baseball-magnate owner | Jello show from Palm Springs next ween auring we ¢ — 'lowed and she has been engaged to| strongly supported by the National 
e of WDEF, Chattanooga, staged bar-/| Sunday (23). jary. Unusual conditions ig et play a dramatic role for a 39-disc| Association of Performing Artists 
,, becue broadcast Friday (14), Threw! Program will come from Plaza | duced unusual reports, lb series. land the musicians union. 
Whole works into show, airing fry-| theatre, with seating capacity for 800 9° conclusive have soca in ed a ee a ee eB hae 
is ing-pan sounds and usual barbecue|and 500 of the chairs taken by amd the curve behavior es 
a Outing noises direct from studio. | cadets from nearby March Field. jong of year is distinctly not aver- N CBS NBC § D Out 
| Against the argument that the Pw ’ urveys ue 
“ withdrawal of ASCAP music has in- 
0 Fizdale Sues and Is Sued jured radio, broadcasters have been | i ; 
'saying that the redoubled—because ; ; : ; 
‘ [necessary — efforts of production Columbia’s ‘Width’ of Listening Rather Than In- 
= a is ers have actually, in some cases, ; : : 
° e,e ‘ " . sea new pep mse life into music tensity Thesis Works Out In Post Cards 
Air Conditioning Training Corp. Counter-Claims Fiz- shows that had been in a rut. | sien 
dale Promise to Deliver Philco Staffmen as Students | CBS last week gave some of its| during the last five months and 
- — | | more important accounts and agen-| which of these had they listened to 
: | cies a preview of its new network | at least once a week during the past 
Suit by Tom Fizdale, Inc. radio, Training Corp. Of the total $8,500 e we | coverage raps, the result of a survey | three weeks (a) during the dayt.me, 
= free lance press agentry, against Air has been paid. in which it used the return postal | (b) in the evening. 
Conditioning Training Cees for $91,-| Defense claims that at the signing | card method. The network chose for | _ The new CBS methods concerns 
679 w ry Pig .. .-..' of the contract Fizdale claimed to be | its standard of determining coverage | itself with the width of listening 
ee set for a jury trial in the a representative for Philco Radio & | | the number of times per week that | and not with the amount, or inten- 
N.Y. federal court Thursday (13) by Television Corp. and would be able | the responding listener tuned in a sity, of listening. NBC some time 
ni Judge John C. Knox. Action charges to shift the men on this company at re | station. If two out of three families | ago announced that it had made a 
” breach of contract. A satenberciaien the rate of 1,200 yearly to the de- Chicago, Feb. 18. | stated that they listened to a nae | new coverage auevey honed gti 
has been filed against Fizdale ion fendant’s training school. It was also| . § Gypsum Co. will spot a flock at least Snee . igi ae teehee bisnie posamgeien malt a pe Re 
$9,500, pers stated that if the enrollment Was | of announcements throughout the Sonny Re omcigiorg haa cg mgs sin aad = Posnaconls Pld a .- i 
Fizdale asse eed 7 not agente 008 gpl ng gre territory in the interests of its wexe- dea? er 9 seep tigen A 4 Pring diag = ened a tt nly rminatior 
it ment for ty pi € signed an agree- | vious year the deal wou | De can- | lite Paint subsidiary. All announce: | tion the county was considered as| In determining coverage by the 
Ce tioning on Md years with Air Condi-j| celled and the $8,500 adv — Fis. | ments are being disked. | having but secondary coverage. | eemdber 08 guetaiunrdl -eturned CBS 
dy licize the ennina fe: Messe Boo al jangle greyed Pogson aes ; ee ee eee eee ¥ The network in working up this used the following formula: 
c- ditionin i al tistte or : “e , . | new coverage survey sent out 1,000} Percentage Area 
ao Was to oe weaete, a ie ec Md boa yr "Set me ey ae | Al Godwin, sports announcer for} ots + to every 100,000 radio | 67 to 100% Primary 
ny $23,500 wa or the publicity and | ward publicizing the defen lan a = a, SO Saeee Le ame the Satara was O6i%. The 33 to 67% Senimiavy 
. “’ was due under another agree- | Conditioning deals in refrigeration WWL, New Orleans, was slightly In- | homes. aS cata ; 
we tiving Fizdale $10 for each equipment also and has used local | jured last week in a train wreck near | qq ‘ries sought to find out w lat sta- 10 to 33% Or casional 
PLpil -ecured for Air Conditioning radio advertising extensively. } Athens, La. | tions the recipients had listened to Below 10 None 























~—e 





Rent si 


_ currently the 


os ee | 


24 RADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 19, 1911 





HWERIN SURVEY TIMELY IN LIGHT 


OF ISOLATIONIST’S NEWSCAST ISSUE 





Research Reveals Disbelief in Nazi News, Distaste for 
Nazi Victories—If Public Is Being Kidded Into 
Pro-British Position They Apparently Want to Be 





EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 
of talks 
iso- | 

| 


By 
When he demanded copies 
made by network newscasters, 
lationist Senator Burton K. Wheeler 
last week 
question: ‘Is the American public be- 


raised, by inference, the 


{heard complaint that the air is too 


full of war news. 
Aside from these implications hav- 
ing to do with sponsors, researchers 





see in Schwerin’s work some angles ! 


of great importance to the U.S. Gov- 


‘ernment vis-a-vis the war. These 
angles confirm the common-sense 
/suspicion that the listener is far 


ing kidded about the war?’ By a 
coincidence a recent research survey | 
of Horace Schwerin of the Spector 
Advertising agency made in coopera- 
tion with WOR, New York, throws 
strong light upon this very theme. 
This survey traced, scientifically, an 
unmistakable American tendency to |} 
disbeieve German news, believe Brit- | 
ish news, shudder at Axis successes | 
and enthuse over British victories. 
It might not too extreme to draw 
from the findings the conclusion that 
if America is being kidded into a 
pro-British position they like being 
kidded. 

It is, of course, no discovery that 
news is popular as to radio program | 
classification. The Schwerin survey | 
does, however, make some provoca- 
tive analyses. It brings out the point | 
that it is an undoubted mistake in | 
broadcast showmanship ever to de- 
lay the European war news. No 
sports or domestic news item pre- 
sumably can, at this time in history, | 
capture the audience’s attention so 
surely and hold it so tightly as get- 
ting right into the war stuff. This 
consideration, already known to 
most broadcasters is especially per- 
tinent for the sponsors of news pro- 
grams as a clue to the first ‘must’ 
of maximum audience interest. 

The impact of war news on the | 
radio listener’s attention—as well as 
the latter’s distinct sympathy toward | 
the welfare of England and Greece— | 
were demonstrated by the original. | 
minded researcher (Schwerin) who | 
recently proved that a program | 
should be a related series of stimuli | 
awakening a continuous pattern in | 
the listener’s mind. He has since 
focused his attention on what hap- | 
pens when a newscast dins into the | 
eardrums of the U. S. listener. 

WOR’s Guinea Pigs 

Abetted by WOR, 
him with the human guinea pigs and | 
the facilities for his experiments, 
Schwerin’s staff has taken about 1,- 
000 subjects and measured their in- 
terest in news of all kinds. 
important findings have 
from these tests 


(1) News about the war commands | 


the most avid interest lis- 
teners. 
regardless of which side of the At- 
lantic, is on a uniformly high level 
(see accompanying chart). 

(2) The UV. S. listener 
sharp leaning toward the cause of 
England and her allies. He is more 
interested in news favorable to these 
nations than in news favorable to 


the Axis, and he apparently attaches 


among 


more belief to English news sources | 


than ‘to Axis news sources. 

(3) In order to command 
maximum flistener-attention, 
casts must follow 
which 

£ 


the 
news- 
a certain pattern, 
is somewhat akin to the posi- 
tion of news in the daily press. The | 
best items must come at the 
start of the program if the listener’s 
attention is to be maintained. When 
this pattern is violated, 
terest comes down to a lower 

Two subsidiary 


new’s 


level. 
findings of Schwer- 
fn are (a) women 
isten to the news more than men do 
(except very early in the morning or 
very late at night), no doubt, for 
the simple reason, that they have 
better access to radio sets, but men 
generally have more 
news than the women: and (b) adult | 
men and women are more interested 
fn war news than young people. | 
Young women favor news of hearth- | 


worth mentioning: 


and-home above all else, while young | 


men dilletanteishly scatter their in- 
terest all over the lot. The ge 
Jine between ‘young’ and ‘old’ is 
the middle twenties. 
Older People 

The implications of the foregoing 
findings (and those tabulated in the 
chart) are self-evident for 
sponsors. It follows from the index 
numbers that at the present time 
war raises news-attention, and that 
most avid audience is 
among older people. This should 
provide a suitable answer, to the oft- 


1112; 


ily, when the news is 


|of the news is the Axis, 
' once 


| DNB news from Berlin 


| of all on the newscast. 


which supplied | Presented 


Three | 


resulted | 


The interest in war doings, | 


shows a | 


listener-in- | 


interest in | 


radio | 


| dices 


more sympathetic to England than to 


ithe Axis, and that because of this 
| predisposition—or 


mental pattern— 
he could perhaps be propagandized 
r ‘kidded’ within certain limits, For 
instance, Schwerin has found that 
when the news is favorable to Eng- 
land or Greece, it rates an index of 
but when it is favorable to the 
Axis, the index sinks to 102. Similar- 
issued from 
English sources, the interest-index 
again is 112; and when the source 
the index 
more sinks to 102. In short, 
the listener’s partinsanship somewhat 
predisposes his listening-interest. A 
program composed of nothing but 
would soon 
ibe a flop. English government hand- 
| outs would probably fare much bet- 
| ter. 

Again in line with the listener’s 
apparent mental ‘Gestalt’ or pattern 
is his pre-conceived idea of what 
sequence the various news items 
should follow. For one thing, the 
listener wants to hear war news first 
If he is dis- 
appointed, and the war news comes 
in second or third place, his inter- 
est in it falters. Similarly, domestic 
miscellany—chit-chat about smaller 
events throughout the nation—fares 
best of all in last place. It thus 
seems that the listener has a definite 
sense of news-ranking, and stub- 
bornly insists that the news be fed 
to him in accordance with his own 
ideas. Schwerin does not say how 
the listener originally acquired this 
pattern, but whatever the reason, it 
shows up plainly in the figures. Here 
they are, indicating the listener’s in- 
terest according to news placement 
(numbers are index figures): 

War News 


on first portion of program, 100 
| Presented second portion.........eee. 
Presented last portion........ccesceece 73 

Foreign Miscellany 
| Presented on first portion of program. 100 
Presented second portion........sseeces 74 
Presented last portion..........sceccese 58 

Election News 
Presented on first portion of program. 100 
Presented second portion........cceeees 120 


Presented last portion.........cseccees 8i 


U. S. and the War 


Presented on first portion of program 100 
Presented second portion.......ecseees 18 
Presented last portiom..ccccccoccccecses v8 


Domestic Miscellany 
| Presented on first portion n of pré 
| Presented second po Well vce 00 cdteeeds 
Presented last WOTCIOMs aeccose canes 


Simultaneously Schwerin has also 
| completed studies on the types and 
position of commercial messages in 
|newscasts, but many of these are 
| identified with individual sponsors 
{and thus cannot be stated here. Suf- 


100 
14 
114 


‘gram 


| fice it to say that a definite connec- 
| tion between the individual commer- 
|cials On any one program has been 
;}noted. A good opening commercial, 
'for instance, raises 
in the second, third, and all subse- 
| quent commercials on that program. 
And vice versa, a bad opener pres- 
|ages a bad finish. The full implica- 
ijtion of these findings needs addi- 
| tional elaboration, but the. import- 
| ance is immense. 

| As in earlier experiments, 
Spector research chief again used 
the Stanton-Lazarsfeld analyser, a 
machine which records listener reac- 
tions on graph paper without inter- 
|rupting the program. For all pur- 
| poses at hand, the WOR sample of 
1,006 proved to be plenty large. The 
same findings, as a matter 


of fact, 
could have been obtained with a 


} 


the 


' 


For the mathematically-minded 
reader, it should be added that the 
index numbers used here as docu- 
mentation well-nigh defy explana- 
| tion, Since markings on graph paper 
are extremely difficult to tabulate, 
Schwerin is using a rating system 
devised by Dr. Paul Lazarsfeld of 
Columbia University to get his base 
material. But notwithstanding the 
|complexity of this process, all in- 





/numbers—i.e., percentage compari- 
sons. It should also be noted that 
these findings apply solely to news- 


casts, and not to news comment, 


Self-Interest Alone Is 
Guarantee of Unbiased 
Comment, Sez Rosenbaum 


Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 
Samuel R. Rosenbaum, WFIL prexy 


and chairman of the board of Inde- |! 


pendent Radio Network Affiliates, last 
week took issue with statement made 
by Senator Burton K. Wheeler, Mon- 
tana Democrat, that radio devoted 
more time to supporters of the lend- 


| lease bill than to its—critics. Said 
Rosenbaum: 
‘Senator Wheeler is quoted as 





stating that he questioned whether 
the affiliated stations have been as 
careful as the network originating 
stations to give equal time to both 
sides of every public question, par- 
ticularly the lend-lease bill and 
American neutrality. 

‘Speaking for the affiliates, I am 
positive that Senator Wheeler is 
not correctly informed. There is 
no class of business men in this 
country more aware of public 
service obligation than the owners 
and operators of the network- 
affiliated stations. We are at all 
times eager to bring to our listen- 
ers views on both sides of contro- 
versial questions. 

‘Apart from the iegal require- 
ment, it makes for vital and 
thought-provoking programs that 
increases our listening audiences, 
something every station desires. 

‘We have no editorial policies. 
We do not color the news. It may 
be that there is an overwhelming 
current of public opinion running 
one way or another, but we do not 
create it. Each listener draws his 
own opinions, 

‘It would be a calamity for 
American freedom if it were oth- 
erwise. We want to preserve free- 
dom in radio from unwarranted 
censorship or coercion. If Senator 
Wheeler believes that individual 
stations have knowingly departed 
from this standard, our group 
(IRNA) will be the first to see to 
it that it be maintained.’ 





WHEELERITES 


WELL HEARD 
—COMBS 








listener-interest | 


may be read as common index | 


‘Ta > nN vpecn wide 


George Hamiiton Combs, Jr., 
commentator on WHN, New York 
made one of the most outspoken 
broadcast replies to Senator Wheel- 
er’s demand for copies of newscasters 
remarks concerning the lend-lease 
bill. Following is verbatim as de- 
livered by Combs last Thursday (13): 

‘Today, Senator Burton K. 
| Wheeler, isolationist leader, charged 
that sponsored news 
on the radio chains have been quite 
| one-sided on the question of 
Lease-Lend Bill. Furthermore, 


of propaganda by newspapers, 
many columnists and by the motion 
picture industry, and that these 
complaints had become so numerous 
that official notice must be taken of 
them, -It so happens 
Wheeler is also chairman 

Senate Interstate Commerce 
mittee which handles radio legisla- 
tion. Therefore it was with, what I 
might say unusual, interest that cer- 
tain radio stations today received 
letters asking for copies of the scripts 


by 


of the 
Com- 


of all sponsored news commentators | 


'for the last year. 


| ‘The Senator says, and I quote:— 
much smaller batch of guinea pigs. | 


“If we are to preserve democracy in 
the United States, it is absolutely 
necessary that on fundamental issues, 
,such as granting dictatorial powers 


, to the President, and the question of 


peace or war, the people should be | 
fuily and impartially advised. The | 
only way that Hitler, or Stalin or 
Mussolini are able to keep their | 


people in 
controlled 
piciures.” 

‘It is obvious that there is no gov- 


subjection 
press, 


is because of 
radio, and motion 


ernment control of press, radio, or 
motion pictures. In fact, during the 
preseit debate on foreign policy, the 


open. to the iso- 


news | 


commentators | 
the | 


he | 
said that there have been complaints | 


that Senator | 


ne 


Listener-Interest in Radio 
News by Categories 





(Note: 


|which categories are ranked, as 





II. 
| 


III. 


IV. 


V. 


I. WAR NEWS (68).......eeee00: 


U. S. AND THE WAR (68).....: 


) 
| 
ELECTION NEWS (Wy sevseveed® 
| 
(a 
DOMESTIC MISCELLANY (58) | 


FOREIGN MISCELLANY (56)... 


The amount of ihsieeians interest can be judged by the manner in 
well as by 
parentheses.) 


the index numbers in 
a. Adult Men (123) 
b. Young Men (105) 
c. Adult Women (101) 


. Young Women (100) 


. Adult Men (116) 

. Adult Women (106) 
. Young Men (98) 

. Young Women (95) 


[ 
| 
- 
« 


of 


Young Women (112) 
Adult Women (107) 
Young Men (100) 

. Adult Men 


. Young Men (106) 

b. Young Women (103) 
c. Adult Women (97) 
d. Adult Men (65) 
a. 
b. 
Cc. 


aeop an 


(72) 


Adult Men (93) 
Young Women (90) 
Adult Women (88) 
la. Young Men (81) 





- — 





Lindbergh has spoken several times 
and Mr. Verne Marshall has been 
heard. Senator Wheeler, himself, has 
addressed the nation on many occa- 
sions, and I believe in one instance, 
twice in one day, on national hook- 
ups. There has been obviously no 
stifling of free expression; likewise 
no scintilla of evidence is available | 
that the radio industry desires any | 
suppression of divergent points of 
view. However, all of this raises an 
issue of which every conscientious 
and informed commentator has been 
keenly aware. It is true that if one 
school of economic, social or political 
thought were able to purchase a 
preponderance of radio time and the 
services of radio commentators, it 
would enjoy a tremendous advan- 
tage in the presentation of its point 
of view. The impact of regularly 
scheduled broadcasts is very much 
greater than that of the sporadically 
placed broadcasts of other speakers, 
except those of national celebrity. 
On the other hand, the radio has | 
been kept singularly free of this con- 
tamination. At the present time, 
there are about as many liberals as 
there are conservatives among the 
radio commentators. Furthermore, 
it is exceedingly doubtful that any 
sponsor ever tried to dictate to a 
commentator as to what he should | 
say or what economic or other 
policies he should enunciate. 


‘Every thoughtful student of the 
problem will recognize that a 
monopoly of the public ear would 
| be almost as dangerous as a monop- 
oly of the public eye, such as might 
| be represented by a press 
expressed only one philosophy or 
| school of thought. As a matter of 
| fact, it is my opinion—and take it for 
| what it’s worth—that the radio has 
been a liberalizing influence in 








American public thought. 
‘Certainly nothing could be worse 
than the employment of radio by 


the government as a means of prop- 
agating or disseminating either a 
political or social philosophy, 
the present time we are certainly 
;not confronted by any such situation. 

The danger implicit in Senator 
Wheeler’s remarks is that the radio 
| will be muzzled. If newspapers, 
columnists, the motion picture, and 
radio are not permitted to enjoy 
complete immunity from censorship, 
then freedom of speech is wholly 
extinguished. Your own radio com- 
mentator has never made any secret 
cf his belief that dictatorship is bad 
and democracy is good. I cannot be- 
| lieve it to be against public policy or 
against the law to denounce dictator- 
ship and to praise democracy, to 
champion freedom, and to excoriate 
tyranny, to plead for the defense of 
| the democratic countries, and to cas- 
| tigate the forces which would destroy 
; our liberty and our freedom. 

‘If this be treason, make the most 
of it.’ 








Cal Tinney, newspaper columnist 
and humorist, switches his newscast 
from WCAU to WFIL, Philly, begin- 
ning next week. WFIL may pump 
| the show to its Quaker Network. 


but at | 


PRIN 


+ 
lationists. The spokesmen for Sen- 
ator Wheeler’s cause have been 
numerous and articulate. Colonel 





| 





|squawks about propaganda had 


Isolationist, Bitter, Turns on Radio 


Wheeler Sees Bias and Improper Editorializing on 
Lend-Lease Matter 





Washington, Feb. 198. 

Isolationist yowls—as the ‘lend- 
lease’ bill nears its final show-down 
—last week were concentrated on 
radio as a prime factor in so-called 
war-like propaganda. Broadside at- 
tack was made on tue national net- 
works—with Mutual singled out as 


the worst offender—by Senator Bur- 
ton K. Wheeler, principal foe of the 
ladministration’s aid-to-Britain pro- 
|gram. Radio news commentators on 
the big chains have been ‘quite one- 
sided,’ according to the chairman of 
the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee. 

Wheeler, whose committee handles 
radio legislation, charged that MBS 
commentators had been ‘not only ed- 
itorializing, but in many instances 
propagandizing’ when the war issue 
was discussed. In a letter to Fred 
Weber he requested ‘a copy of the 
script of your commentators during 
the past year,’ declaring’ that 
‘be- 


| come so numerous that official no- 


|} nish me 


| 


| tators, 
| their 


| 


| 
| 
| 
} 


| Shepard, 3rd, 


| 


which | 








taken of them.’ 

requested webs to ‘fur- 
with a list of the commen- 
together with the names of 
sponsors, and if the sponsor is 
a corporation, to give me the name 
of the president of the company, and 
the members of the Board of Direc- 
tors.’ The Montana senator pointed 
to the recent Federal Communica- 
tions Commission reprimand to the 
Boston station, WAAB, of John 
for ‘editorializing’ the 
news via the airwaves, 

While granting that the originat- 
ing station of the chain might have 
|given ‘equal time to _ individual 
speakers on the more important is- 
sues,’ Wheeler questioned whether 
affiliate stations had done so and 
charged that sponsored commenta- 
tors on the webs had been ‘quite 
one-sided on the great issue that is 
pending before the country at the 
present time, namely, the lend-lease 
bill, and the question of our own 


TERS IN 
ANTI-RADIO 


tice must be t 
Wheeler 








Washington, Feb. 18. 
The Allied Printing Trades Coun- 
cil last week issued from Miami ane 
other of its several blasts against 
the radio industry, charging radio 


| advertising cost the jobs of 25,000 


printers and that radio made ab- 
normal profits on a nominal cash 
investment. 

A bill is expected to be introduced 


in Congress soon embodying iis tax~« 


| the-broadcasters principle. 





Jack Von Tilzer out of NBC pro- 
grams sales division, 
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A report to advertisers in the 
1940-41 Variety Radio Directory: 


* * * Last year you spent anywhere 
from $50 to $3,000 apiece with us 
to advertise yourself to the trade. 


* * * Who saw your advertisement? 


* * * We are pleased to announce 
the following: 


As of today, the 1940-41 Variety 
Radio Directory is in the hands 
of sponsors who bought $79,402,471 
in network time alone during 1940. 


Similarly, agencies spending $84.,- 
811.402 in network time alone dur- 
ing 1940 now have one or more 
copies. | 


* * * The foregoing simple facts, we 
believe, are self-evident indications of 
the Variety Radio Directory’s impor- 
tance as an advertising medium for 
reaching the trade’s BIG MONEY. 


1941-42 volume in preparation now. 


VARIETY Radio Directory 


154 West 46th Street, New York 


Price: $5 per copy 
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PETRILLO MOVES FOR SHOWDOWN WITH 


EBS AND AGMA ON CONCERT VIRTUOSI 








Possibility of Actors Union Being Involved—Strotz, | 
Woods, Lowman, Seebach Given Notice of March 
Deadline—Watch Spalding Case | 





A jurisdictional war between the! 
actors’ and musicians’ unions may | 
break out within the next couple of | 
weeks. Spark that could set off such | 
hostilities would be the enforcement 
of an ultimatum served on the four 
major networks last Friday (14) by 
James C. Petrillo, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians. 

The demand, which revives Petril- 
lo’s bid to exercise jurisdiction over 
all instrumental soloists as well as 
rank-and-file musicians, is the same 
one the AFM prez was forced to hold 
in abeyance last summer because of 
court action by the American Guild 
of Musical Artists. But with the ap- 
pellate division’s denial of AGMA’s 
injunction claim and dismissal of its 
complaint for court trial, Petrillo’s 
way is again open to proceed against 
the name instrumentalists. 

In his ultimatum to the network 
reps, the AFM head stated that on 
and after March 1 ail soloists and 
virtuosi appearing on the air must 
hold AFM cards. Although he did 
not say so in so many words, his ob- 
vious implication was that AFM mem- 
bers would be forbidden to play with 
any instrumentalists not holding 
such cards. To hear his dictum, 
Petrillo served summary notice on 
Mark Woods and Sidney Strotz, NBC 
vice-presidents; Lawrence Lowman, 
CBS v.p., and Julius Seebach, Jr., 
v.p. and program manager of WOR. 
Four execs were told to be at the 
AFM chief's office at a specified 
hour. When they arrived, Petrillo 
and Jack Rosenberg, president of the 
AFM’s New York local 802, outlined 
the ultimatum, asked if there were 
any questions and, after a few brief 
queries and answers, ended the ses- 
sion. He indicated at the time that 
he has no interest in concert vocal- 
fists, the first time he has given any 
such hint. 


AGMA Calls Meeting 
AGMA leaders, informed of the 
situation over the weekend, called a | 
board meeting yesterday (Tuesday ), | 
but with Lawrence Tibbett, presi- 
dent, out of town and Henry Jaffe, 
attorney, 





of the top concert names have said 
in the past that they are determined 


not to be forced into the AFM. How- | 
ever, the attitude of Albert Spalding, cut an edict of Aug. 8 in which he| Req Cross, 
one of AGMA’s founders and one of | threatened to call out his members | ¢ 


those likely to be first effected by the 
situation, is unknown. 


unable to be present, no} 


definite plans were drawn up. Most | 





As perma- | 


| 


| 
nent m.c. and soloist of the Coca- | 
Cola program Sunday afternoons, he | 
would immediately come under Pet- 
rillo’s ruling. 

It might be possible (provided the | 
sponsor permitted it) for Spalding to 
avoid being put into the middle by | 
voluntarily giving up his soloist as- | 
signment on the show, simply acting 
as m.c. However, his companions in | 
AGMA would undoubtedly bring | 
pressure on him to make an issue of 
the matter. The violinist could not 
be reached for comment yesterday, | 
so his attitude on the question re- | 
mains unknown, - = ; 


-_—- _——— 


diatalcieh ate, 
Possible Trouble 

Even if the matter isn’t brought to 
a head with Spalding’s first sched- | 
uled appearance on the air after the 
Petrillo deadline, it would probably 
reach a crisis soon afterward. Such 
concert names as Jascha Heifetz, 
Jose Iturbi and others are booked for 
appearances on the Ford hour, the 
N.Y. Philharmonic-Symphony broad- 
casts, the Phila. orchestra broad- 
casts and other programs. Since 
such engagements come under the 
jurisdiction of AGMA’s affiliate, the 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 
tists, a wholesale jurisdictional bat- 
tle may possibly ensue. 

AFRA officials were reluctant to 
speculate yesterday on what action 
the union might take in case Pet- 
rillo’s ultimatum should result in 
loss of employment by their mem- 
bers. 


AGMA STILL FIGHTING 
AFM; APPEAL IN N. 


The American Guild of Musical 











WBTA, BATAVIA, STARTS 


Under President-Treasurer-Manager | 
Gamble—Rest of Staff Is Set 


j 
| 
| 








Batavia, N. Y., Feb. 18. 

New 250-watter, WBTA, bowed in | 
Thursday (6) in Batavia to take up| 
the slack between signals put out by 
Buffalo and ‘Rochester broadcasters. 
Heading latest outlet hereabouts are 
E. R. Gamble, president-treasurer 
who manages; Edward P. Atwater, 
vice-president and Joseph M. Ryan, 
secretary, 

Outfit has remodeled two-story 
building into modern RCA-equipped 
studios, setting up antenna one mile 
south of this city of 18,000 popula- 
tion. Operating 16 hours a day on 
1,500 k.c. 

Robert E. Newstead named com- 
mergig] manager and R. Carleton 
Smith, chief engineer.~ Others in- 
clude Ross Weller, program director; 
William Winn, chief announcer; 
Clarence L. Bull, news editor and 
Winifred Legge, office manager. 

Planning dedication for March 
with Senator Jim Mead as speaker, 


PRIME AIR HAMS 
FOR NATIONAL 
DEFENSE 


Detroit, Feb. 18. 

Forgotten between floods, storms | 
and disasters, the Country’s hams | 
(amateur shortwavers) are coming | 


‘ 











in for more attention these days as | 19 


Uncle Sam marshalls them into even | 


the nation’s defenses. Plenty of ac- 
tivity is going on here with the hams | 


RADIO MEN HAIL PUBLISHER 





Its a Bit of a Precedent in Philadel- 
phia History 





Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 

Carlton Cresswell, new publisher 
of the Evening Ledger, was guest 
at a luncheon tossed in his honor by 
execs of Philly radio stations headed 
by Samuel R. Rosenbaum, WFIL 
prexy, at the Ritz Carlton last 
Thursday (13). 

It is believed to be the first time in 
Philly history that the radio industry 
has so honored a member of the so- 
called rival profession. 





MORE DAILIES 


USING RADIO 
NEWS 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 

“Sufvey of daily newspapers using 
radio news columns showed a con- 
siderable increase over last year, ac- 
cording to info compiled by Bill Ray, 
NBC press chief in Chicago. This 
survey took in all dailies coast-to- 
coast and considered only those pa- 
pers using actual radio news col- 
umns and ignored those merely using 
schedules and listing. 


Classified were Sunday papers only, 
daily only and daily and Sunday. 


Survey showed that 53 Sunday pa- 
pers added radio columns in 1940, 53 
daily papers added radio columns 
and 21 daily-and-Sunday _ sheets 
switched to radio news. Those pa- 
pers in each classification which con- 
tinued status quo with radio news 
columns during 1940 were 28 in the 
first classification, 134 in the second 
and 85 in the third. 


In all three classifications 81 papers 
dropped radio columns during 1940. 
Those dropping radio columns were 
12 Sunday sheets, 50 dailies and 
daily -and-Sunday newspapers. 
Which means that radio gained 46 





»|a closer-knit organization to tighten | Papers to its side during the year. 





Artists, Inc., filed an appeal yester- | je this is one of the key indus- | James R. Curtis Has 


day (Tues.) to the Court of Appeals | 
in Albany, the highest tribunal in | 
the state, from a decision of the Ap- | 
pellate Division of the N. Y. Supreme | 
Court on Jan. 24, denying its plea | 
for an injunction, and dismissing its | 
suit against James C. Petrillo and | 
the American Federation of Musi- | 
cians. This is the last appeal that | 
AGMA may take, as attorneys feel | 
that no appeal can be taken to the 
U. S. Supreme Court in Washington. 

AGMA seeks a restraining order | 
preventing Petrido from carrying | 


on strike if the AGMA instrumental- 





= 





The BASIC 


“The best yardstick measuring our 
worth as radio station representa- 
tives is the steady progress in the 
national fleld of every station we 
represent. 


ists did not resign and join the AFM. | 












“During 1939 we showed an aver- ~ 
age increase of 17% over 1938. 
“During 1940 our increase 
42% over 1939.” 


was 


NEW YORK - DETROIT 
CMICAGO ¢ SAN FRANCISCO 


RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 


ee 


trial centers. More than 600 operate 
in Detroit and have been getting 
special training in how to work out 
in case of the failure of other com- 
munication systems. Under super- 


| vision of FCC dozens of clubs here 


participated in a 24-hour test of 
handling traffic to all parts of the 


those hams, 
member as annoyances on their 
earlier radios, do, Fox theatre here | 
has put in a lobby display emphasiz- 
ing amateurs’ functions in assisting 


ary bodies in crucial times. 





BIG RADIO SHOW FOR 
BRIT. CHILDREN FUND 


A score of radio artists are rehears- 
ing this morning (19) in the new 
CBS studio tuilding for a benefit to 
be held Friday (21) night in the 





torium. 
Harry Hershfield will emcee the 


tins of the Fred 


Allen program, 
Mary Eastman, 


Don (‘The Crazy 
Russian’) Tannen, Arthur Elmer. 
Gilbert Mack, King Sisters, Ann 
Brown (the original Bess of ‘Porgy 
and Bess’), Billy Green, Nita Carol, 
Leonard Liebling, songwriters J. 
Russel Robinson and Jerry Living- 
stone, and others. 

Mark Warnow’s orchestra, con- 
ducted by Kal Kirby, will furnish 
the music, and Richard B. Gilbert 
will produce and direct. 

Proceeds of the show, ‘a unique 
airless broadcast,’ will go to the Save 
the British Children Federation, 





WWL’s Mardi Gras Deeds 


New Orleans, Feb. 18. 

WWL will broadcast a word pic- 
ture of the Krewe of Hermes ball 
in Municipal auditorium Wednesday 
(19). Other Mardi Gras high spots 
will be broadcast, including an on- 
the-spot broadcast of the Parade of 
King Rex. 

Station will inaugurate series en- 
titled ‘The 60 Men Who Make New 
Orleans’ in co-operation with Asso- 
ciation of Commerce on Jan. 29. First 
salute goes to realtors of city. Dif- 
ferent group will be honored each 
week’ in series. 





whom most folks re-| 





police and possibly mili- | 


Plainfield, N. J., high school audi- | 


show, featuring Ezra Stone, The Mar- | 


Yen for FM Station| 


Longview, Tex., Feb. 18. 


|ference at Columbus, Ohio. 
| visiting Washington and New York, 


To educate the public to the work | before returning to Texas. 


He plans erection of a FM station 
in Texas, 





9 + 
| Shepard’s Draft Promise 
Boston, Feb. 18. 
John Shepard, 3d, is arranging to 
|hold open the jobs of any of his 
Yankee and Colonia] Network em- 
ployees who may be drafted into 
military service under the Selective 


|Service and Training Act. As yet 
|none have been drafted. 
Should the occasion arise, any 


|regular employee will be restorec 
ito the position he held at the time 
lof his leaving the company to ente 
|military service or to a position o 
| like seniority, status and pay. 


| James R. Curtis, of KFRO, Long- | 
view, has been attending the fourth | 
| Annual Broadcast Engineering Con- | 
Now | 


WRITERS SIGN 
PACT WITH 
WEBS 


Contracts for staff dramatic and 
continuity writers at NBC and CBS 
were finally signed this week by 
representatives of the networks and 
the Radio Writers’ Guild. Three. 
year pacts had been negotiated for 
some weeks, but the actual signing 
was delayed pending approval by 
lawyers for the various parties. 

Deals call for Guild shop, 10% 
salary increases for all writers now 
earning less than $400 a month and 
a complicated set of regulations cov. 
ering the sharing of different classi 
fications of rights to written ma- 
terial. There are believed to be 
slight differences in the Guild con- 
tracts with NBC and CBS, but the 


general terms are said to be about 
the same. 


Under the two deals, radio rights 
to material turned out by the staff 
writers on the company’s time be- 
long to the companies. But if such 
material is sold elsewhere for suse 
taining broadcast the writer and the 
company share the proceeds 50-50, 
if it is sold for commercial broad- 
cast the split is 90-10 in favor of 
the writer. If a writer’s continued 
series is sold for sponsorship the 
writer (except for minor deals) is to 
be paid by the sponsoring company, 
with the network getting a 10°o com- 
mission on the amount. 

On radio material turned out by 
the writer on his own time (but 
which may not be in direct compe- 
tition with his writings for his regue 
lar employer) there are various spec- 














ifications. Income from book and 
|dramatic rights is divided 99-10 in 
favor of the author. Income from 


film rights is to be split 75-25, and 
for merchandising rights (toys, nov- 
elties and so on) the sharing are 
rangement is to be 50-50. In all 
such instances the employing com- 
pany has authority to set disposal 
deals, but after that time the writer 
may handle his own sales. 
Contracts do not stipulate any sale 
|ary minimums, but the Guild may 
| open the question of such minimums 
after two years. According to strict 
application, the pact with NBC cove 


ers staff dramatic and continuity 
writers in New York, while that 
with CBS relates to such writers 
at WABC. 


Additional deal for staff news 
ers at CBS has been negotiated and 
is now in the hands of attorneys. 
Agreement for new writers at NBC 
must await the Guild’s organizing 
of them. Guild intends to seek cone 
tracts for free-lance sustaining writ- 


writ- 


ers after that. Negotiations with the 
|American Assn, of Advertising 
| Agencies, for a code of fair prac- 


tice for commercial free-lancers or 
recommended contracts with the 
individual agencies, are to be 
yroceeding satisfactorily. 


said 


Harry ‘Pappy’ Cheshire, maestro of 
<MOX, St. Louis, hillbilly galaxy, 
yack at his stint after an absence of 
ive weeks due to throat infection. 
lakes another picture for Republic 
n June. 
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Joe McGillvra Out of Canada 





But Continues as U.S. Rep for List—Horace Stovin | 


Takes Over in 





Jos. M. McGillvra and Horace 
Stovin, Canadian station rep, have 
pooled interests in Canada, with 
McGillvra bowing out as active head 
of his offices in Montreal and To- 
ronto. This arrangement applies 
only to McGillvra’s representation 
of Canadian stations in the Do- 
minion. McGillvra continues. as 
U. S. rep for stations involved. 


Under amalgamation Stovin will 
now handle the McGillvra stations in 
Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver and 
Maritimes in addition to outlets he 
already has in Winnipeg and Bran- 
don. Offices will be maintained in 
Toronto and Montreal and no staff 
letouts are contemplated. 

There has been éonsiderable dis- 
cussion in Canadian broadcasting 
circles for some time past about 
bleak future for Dominion station 
reps, since field has become over- 
crowded in past year. McGillvra- 
Stovin combo relieves McGillvra of 
situation Which was not very profit- 
able. It also places Canadian repre- 
sentation in hands of native. 


Stovin, formerly station relations | 
manager for the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., resigned from the 


Government organization last year. 





Narvo’s Toronto Show 


Montreal, Feb. 18. 

English version of ‘Narvo’ color 
game for Murphy Paints, scheduled 
for production in Toronto by Cock- 
field-Brown Agency. 

Murphy Paints had been using 
French programs only until this sea- 
son, 











CHER EMG\VEER. 








Here’s 


our chief engineer. 


J. Boltan Nutt, 
A 
very quiet, dignified gen- 
tleman... can’t hear him 
Over two blocks. Ex- 
sailor, very proficient— 
in profanity. Weakness: 
strawberry shortcake. 


4 ” 














More people make more WS 
broducts, earn more & 
Wages, and get more for A 
their crops in WBIG’s i, 
Magic Circle of fifty oe 
Miles, than any other ay 
jue] area in the south- EDNEY 
as 
Columbia Broadcasting PTs aaeren 
System affiliate, 
se 
we 
— =fes-Re 
O.P O BER O x 
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| lish tennis player, was also a par- 


the Dominion 





VOX POP IN MEXICO CITY 


Noreiga a Former Announcer — 
Prada Once with KNX, Los Angeles 





Mexico City, Feb. 18. 

Penn Tobacco’s Vox Pop broad- 
cast from here last week was an 
event of considerable local excite- 
ment. Party from the Ruthrauff & 
Ryan agency in New York included 
Nate Tufts, Wallace Butterworth and 
Parks Johnson. They received many 
special courtesies including the use 
of a reception room at the Minis‘ ty 
of Foreign Relations. They found a 
sympathetic personality in Alonso 
Sordo Noreiga who before he be- 
came chief of the government’s in- 
formation department was a radio 
announcer. 

Anglo-American colony was espe- | 
cially interested. Among those ap- 
pearing for interviews over the air 
were two Mexican film stars, Pedro 
Armendariz and Andrea Palma who | 
speak English. Fred Perry, the Eng- | 


ticipant as was Carlos Riverol Prada, 
program director of XEQ. Prada is 
a Mexican who has worked for | 
American advertising agencies and | 
with Station KNX in Los Angeles. 








BBC RADIO PROGRAMS 
FILMED BY GAINSBORO, 


London, Jan. 17. 








Gainsboro’s purchase of film rights 
to ‘Hi Gang’ 


radio’s ‘Band Wagon’ marking up| 
| nice provincial grosses for the same | 
| production outfit. ‘Hi Gang’ will roll | 


marks second air musi- | 
cal to go celluloid in last 12 months— | 


| right to play until 2 
|high Argentine 
| music should be encouraged. 
high ranking mem- | 


| re-s 


under guidance of Edward Black at | 
Shepherds Bush studios, with Marcel | arola, Director General of Posts and 


Varnel directing. Comedy 
Gainsboro stand-bys, will 
to radio cast of Ben Lyon, 
Daniels and Vic Oliver. 


Latter trio might be said to have} 


looked upon their radio work as an 
investment, since all fees from the 
airing were turned over to war 
charities. Show has recently been 
signatured by BBC to a further six 
weeks, giving it a 48-week run. 


‘Government Hour’ No Hit 
With Mexico Stations 


Mexico City, Feb. 18. 

Radiomen are much concerned about 
the measure Congressman Luis 
Ordorica Cerda has introduced at the 
special session of congress, now 
sitting, which would compel every 
air station in this country to give the 
federal government an hour daily 
for official service. This would be 
news and other information released 
by the government’s press depart- 
ment, sandwiched between propa- 
ganda talks and the rendering of 
tourist attracting Mexican music and 
folklore spiels. 

The Congressman thinks this time 
donation will be a grand thing. 
The air men do not like the proposi- 
tion and have said so. 


XEBT Is Cue Victim 


Mexico City, Feb. 18. 

Fire caused by an electric current 
short circuit has put out of commis- 
sion XEBT, the short wave accom- 
panier of local radio station XEB, 
owned and operated by the Bueno 
Tono Cigarette Co. The blaze at the 
station at Huipulco, a local suburb, 
| injured two employees and required 
two hours to control. 

Reconditioning of the station is be- 
ing rushed. This is the first radio 
station fire here of importance in sev- 
eral years. 














Jack Hylton guesting on ‘Hi Gang’ 
for Bebe Daniels uncovered a tenor 
voice and an operatic yen. Did an 
aria from ‘Pagliacci’ to show what 
he takes as birdseed. 





Bebe | 


Moore Marriott and Graham Moffatt, | radio falls, to intervene. 
be added | after- 


RAD 
DAN 


KILLS OFF 








Argentine Musicians Union 


Strikes Against Radio Bel- 


grano, Claiming Station 
Violates Saturday Night 


Promise — Also Demands 


Recognition and Reinstate-. 


ment 


_——— —— 
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ASK MEDIATION 





Buenos Aires, Feb. 18. 
Federal aid is being sought to 
settle a strike against Radio Bel- 
grano (LR3), one of Argentina’s two 
largest stations, called by the Asocia- 


|cion General de Musicos de la Ar- 


gentina. Dispute, involving scores of 
musicians, is the first of its kind in 
S. A. and has already resulted in a 
dozen arrests. 


Asociacion claims Jaime Yankele- 
vich, owner of Belgrano, refused to | 
follow contract agreeing not to | 
transmit dance programs after mid- | 
night Saturday night. Musicians in- | 
sist such programs deprive them of | 
many dance jobs. Belgrano is the | 
only station to carry such broadcasts, 
most transmitters shutting down at | 
midnight. 


Yankelevich he 


a.m. 
officials 


insists has legal 
and says 
have 
Cites 
fact that several 
bers of the Asociacion, including 
Francisco Canaro, Francisco Lomuto 
|and Roberto Zerrirro; have already 
signed contracts. 


Union has asked Dr. Horacio Riv- 


team of | Telegraphs, under whose department 


Fact that 
midnight issue is only one of 
(Continued on page 30) 


iE BOOKINGS? 


said | 


- BELGRANO’S MUSICIAN TIFF 


—~+> 
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Uruguay to Revise Radio Laws: 
Hidden Ownership of Stations 


| By Foreigners Is Disturbing 


CRIME STORIES PAY 


XEW Has Police Official Under 
Colgate Sponsorship 








Mexico City, Feb. 18. 

| Colgate is sponsoring a 145-minute 
| dramatization every Tuesday night 
| of true crime cases from Mexico’s 
| court records. Series on XEW is 
| called ‘Crime Doesn’t Pay’ and re- 
| counts this country’s most notorious 
deeds of violence, principally mur- 
| ders, perpetrators of which were all 
caught and made to suffer. 

| Major A. Alvaro Basail, com- 
_mander of the police department's 
| fleet of American style radio patrol 
| cars, is the narrator. He is getting 
| as much fan mail as do some of the 
sex appeal air performers. 


STARR-HUNT 
FROM MEXICO 


Mexico City, Feb. 1 

Jack Starr-Hunt is scheduled to 
start a series of weekly broadcasts 
from here for the Mutual network. 
He will receive $50 for 10 minutes 
every Tuesday, starting next week. 
| Starr-Hunt has been in Mexico 
City 20 years. He represents about 
20 publications, many of them Amer- 
ican. 
| Programs will go over land lines 
out of XEQ. 








Raymond Gram Swing holding 
down a page in Sunday Express here 
as commentator on U. S. political 
' scene. 





| Montevideo, Uruguay, Feb. 18. 
Complete revision of Federal law 
covering Uruguayan radio is cure 

/rently being discussed by Congress 

|as one means of checking the in- 
creasing growth of Axis-flavored 

| broadcasting here. Proposed plan— 
held likely to be passed at present 
sessions—would give the Govern- 
ment, hitherto one of the most lib- 
eral of all South American countries 

—rigid control. Also probably freeze 
the number of stations to the pres- 
ent total of 37 standard and 24 short 
wavers. 

Unlike radic across the River 
Plate in nearby Argentina, many sta- 
tions here have been outspoken in 
their attitude on overseas and local 
politics and this very liberality has 
created a danger in the minds of 
many legislators. It is known that 
Germans, Italians and British, in 
about that order, have had a finger 
jin some station operations. Such 
|ownership is under cover however, 
| Uruguayan companies being the 
fronts. One effect of the measures 
now under discussion would be to 
closely probe true ownership. 

Uruguayan Government, which is 
strongly anti-totalitarian and proe 
U.S., owns a number of. stations, 
while newspaper interests, sometimes 
politically backed, and small entities 
and private Groups own others. 


New One in Mexico City 


Mexico City, Feb. 18. 
Active radio stations here will be 
increased in number to 32 with the 





inauguration Feb. 20 of XEMC, op- 
erating on 1590 kilocycles. Ramon 
Ferreiro, a pioneer in radio in 


Mexico who has worked in the U. S., 
is the station’s manager. 

XEMC reports good advance book- 
ing of commercials. 
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persons will listen to WKY 


today, tomorrow, or any day in 


Oklahoma City than 
to all THREE other 





| stations combined! 
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THE SONG-HITS OF THE YEAR .. .IN 


kd Here are 1941's great musical thrills 
from those hit-smiths . »» Mack Gordon 
and Harry Warren! You'll be 
them in the gayest and most glamorous 
musical 20th Century-Fox ever made! 















hearing 
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\\ Like - hats sung by Carmen 









Mirand a! 


“CHICA, CHICA, BOOM, CHIC” 


—sung by Carmen Miranda, Alice Faye and Don Ameche! 











“THEY MET IN RIO” 


—sung by Don Ameche and Alice Faye! | 








“THE BARON IS IN 


> 


r f 
“ _a knockout novelty number: 








All the songs in “THAT NIGHT IN RIO” (except for the f 


j 
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SAMpn!... 


new dance 
sensation! 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Aversion of research men to get into the technics of their craft is being 
broken by Sam Gill in a new series of promotion pieces. Gill has worked 
p condensations of intricate statistical formulas, and is sending them out 
o the trade as an aid in day-to-day figure reading. First item in the series | 
is a graph whereby significant differences in two samples of varying size | 
éan be calculated. For instance, if a sample of 200 produces a rating of 
20%, and a sample of 400 produces a rating of 25%, the graph will show 
whether or not this difference is noteworthy. Similar formulas, graphs 
and discussions will be presented in follow-ups to the original, 








For the first time in eight years Procter & Gamble had the responses to 
the seed offer on ‘Ma Perkins’ sent direct to the company instead of to 
the stations on the serial’s hookups. Account had used these returns to 
check for itself on each station’s coverage, county by county, but it ap- 
parently now figures that the coverage patterns are generally pretty well 
set. In the past the offer ran for 10 days. This time it was limited to 
three days, 





Ted Malone, while on his western ‘literary pilgrimage to the homes of | 
great authors’ for NBC, will do a series of lectures in schools, colleges and 
sureseat theatres. While in Hollywood he will see what can be done about 
making a series of film shorts in which poetry would receive, as he terms 
it, a ‘special treatment similar to that given to music by Walt Disney in 
‘Fantasia’. 

Confusion stalks WNEW announcer John Lawrence. His full name is 
J. L. Folsom but this was confused in the south with Jack Fulton, network 
singer, so John dropped the Folsom. Now listeners think he’s the song- 
writing Jack Lawrence who penned ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.’ 





——— 


NAB, FOOTNOTE Pi, sos Pome 
T0 LABOR’S JIBE On March 29 Switchover 
ON CODE 


Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 
Philly stations have teamed up to 

Joseph L. Miller, director of labor 
relations for the National Associa- 


get the public ready for the shuffling 
of wave lengths come March 29. At 
a meeting last week reps of six local 
stations chipped in to a fund to make 
up an educational film to be shown 
to radio repair men explaining the 

tion of Broadcasters was one of the | big shuffle and methods in fixing 

speakers last Wednesday (12) at the | push-button sets. Speaker at the 

Commodore Hotel, N. Y., during the meeting was Arthur Stringer, public 

luncheon-symposium of the Ameri-| relations rep for the National Asso- 

can Civil Liberties Union. At an 

event notable for lawyer Morris 

Ernst's charge that newspapers and 

Stations should be divorced, the 

N.A.B. spokesman injected the issue 

of labor union attitude toward the 


ciation of Broadcasters, 
Attending the session were Arnold 
N.A.B. code. Miller said in part: 
‘When we finished writing the 


Nygren, WFIL; Charies  Burtis, 
WPEN; Clifford Harris, WIP; Milton 
Laughlin, WHAT; Alex Dannen- 
baum, Jr., WDAS; and Joseph Con- 
nolly, WCAU. Every Philly station 
except WIP and WFIL are affected 

NAB Code of Program Standards | by the wave-length changeover. 

down in Atlantic City two years ago,| ‘This week the stations which will 

we were pretty sure that we could | change began experimenting on their 

count on an unqualified endorsement | new wave lengths during the early 

from organized labor. 

‘Father Coughlin might not like 

it. Judge Rutherford might not like 

it. Some parents might think we 

should have set up more rigorous 

standards for children’s programs. 








hours of the morning after their reg- 
ular signoffs. Stations to switch are 
WPEN from 920 to 950; WIBG, 970 
to 990: KYW, 1020 to 1060; WCAU, 
1170 to 1210; WHAT-WTEL (share 
time), 1310 to 1340; and WDAS, 1370 











WGN, WJJD, WCEL 


ORVILLE RENNIE RESIGNS | 


Ex-Theatre Men Out of KHAS In. 
% Dispute 








Hastings, Neb., Feb. 18. 

Orville Rennie, formerly of Tri- 
States Theatres here, who left films 
to take over the reins of very new 
KHAS, when it was completed last 
fall, resigned effective this week (22). 
Rennie’s financial arrangement with 
the link was for a guarantee and a 
cut at the commissions, but there 
was an argument over the commis- 
sions which brought the resignation 
to a head. 

He hasn’t set a new deal yet. 





TAKE BASEBALL 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 

Three stations will carry play-by- 
play baseball in Chicago this season. 
They are WGN, WJJD, and WCFL. 
After more than 10 years with base- 
ball, WBBM, the Columbia outlet, 
will drop it. This is due to the 
pressure of Columbia network com- 
mercials which demand afternoon 
outlets in Chicago. 

Three baseball stations met with 
baseball reps last week to iron out 
the royalties set-up, with the sta- 
tions agreeing to make up much of 
the money formerly paid by WBBM. 
WGN, the Chicago Tribune station, 
is assuming an additional payment of 
$13,000 to the two ball clubs, while 
WJJD and WCFL will boost their 
payments an additional $6,000 apiece. 

WGN will continue its baseball un- 
der sponsorship of Old Gold ciga- 
rets, WCFL will continue with Tex- 
aco, while WJJD continues with 
Walgreen's, which will sublet time 
to a number of individual products. 


COLONIAL SELLS 104 
BASEBALL INTERVIEWS | 


Boston, Feb. 18. 

Colonial web has Community Op- 
ticians for 104: quarter-hour baseball 
fan interviews over WAAB, Boston; 
WSAR, Fall River, and WFEA, Man- 
chester, N. H., starting April 15. 

Program titled ‘Baseball fans in- 
terviewed with Jerry O'Leary’ will 
be heard at 2:45 p.m. when Boston 
Sox or Bees have home games. 

Commonwea!th Advertising agency, 
Boston, handles account. 























But organized labor should ,be with | to 1400. 
us, 100°%. — ee 
“What had we done? dinarily could out-buy the union, | 


‘We had said that broadcasting sta- 
tions were obligated to carry labor 
programs when they served the pub- 
lic interest. Time should not be sold 
for such programs. All parties to any 
controversy raised in a labor pro- 
gram should be afforded an equal | 
opportunity before the microphone. refuse to sell a seat before the 


‘In other words, when a national | microphone to anyone who can pay 
labor issue of importance arose, a|the fare. As Chairman Fly pointed 
nation-wide network was obligated | out after luncheon today, denial of 
to give the justified amount of net-| requests for time—free or paid for 
work time for discussion from all | —jsn’t censorship. ‘It is the neces- 
viewpoints. sary exercise of discretion by the 

: ‘When a labor issue of local im-|broadcaster. It is, in fact, physics, 

* portance arose, a local station was | engineering and common sense.’ You 
obligated to give the justified amount | can add a car to a railroad train, but 
of its time for discussion from all | you can't add an hour to the day. 
viewpoints, , | ‘A great majority of labor leaders, 

‘Time should not be sold for this | however, have given the code their 
discussion because the employer or- '‘erthusiastic support.’ 


and thus weight the argument in his 
favor. That wouldn’t be fair play. 


‘It turned out that labor wasn’t 
| with us 100%. A few who conceive 
|of radio as a common carrier, like a 
railroad, have accused us of the most 
outrageous censorship, because we 

















To 
GEORGE BURNS 


and 


GRACIE ALLEN 


Your personal appearance in Toronto last 


Friday was a tremendous success and an im- | 
portant contribution. Thanks for coming. || 


| 
| 


Canadian War Finance Radio Committee. 

















Belgrano Tiff 


aes continued from page 27 











many sore spots is illustrated by 
Asociacion demands which include: 

Re-formation of the eight orches- 
tras fired by Belgrano. 

Recognition of A.G.M.A. as bar- 
gaining agent. 

Agreement not to reduce salaries 
or include extra jobs in work. 

Six day week and no double audi- 
tions on one day. 

No program to last more than 
three hours (long dance programs 
with alternate bands are’ popular 
here). 

No non-union orchestras to be per- 
mitted to accompany singers with- 
out payment of fee. 

While strike has been marked by 
many similarites to U. S. labor dis- 
putes, there is no picketing here. 
Strikers have used extensive pub- 
licity methods, however, and plas- 
tered thousands of posters and hand- | 
bills around town. 





‘Family’ More Commercial | 





Chicago, Feb. 18. 

NBC here has decided to change 
the title on the ‘Story of Bud Bar- 
ton’ kid strip show. New tag will 
be ‘The Barton Family,’ which is fig- 
ured as giving the program a better 
sales chance. 

Kid story, which, strangely enough, 
has no villians, is written by Harlan 
Ware. 





Stan Shaw Flooded 


Stan Shaw on his WNEW ‘Milk- 
man’s Matinee’ one morning last 
week broadcast, ‘Please don’t send 
any more wires; we're running out 
of records.’ 

It was at 3:30 a.m. and Shaw ex- 
plained there weren’t enough rec- 
ords to cover the flood of telegrams 
for requests. 





| ficers of the First Armored Division, 


——— 


From The Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


William Janney will be starred in ‘We Are Always Young,’ WOR's con. 
tribution to the six-weekly daytime serials Mutual starts next week... 
Bob Shayon is producer-director and the script is by Ashley Buck and 
Nicholas Cosentino. ...Lloyd Rosenmond, casting director for Air Features, 
is a faithful legit first-nighter....he even covers ballet openings in hig 
quest for talent....Nora and Delle, colored harmony team, started Mon- 
day and Wednesday series over WINS this week....‘Joe and Mabel! 
weekly 30-minute dramatic-comedy series over WEAF-NBC, siarts to- 
morrow (Thursday) night....it'’s scripted by Irving Gaynor Neiman and 
had a one-shot tryout under the title of ‘Women and Children First’..., 
Sam Norvo, formerly with the Rudy Vallee office, has joined WOR artists 
bureau. 

John Latouche may take over the writing assignment of the Helen Hayes 
program....‘Listener’s Playhouse’ returns Sunday (23) afternoon to 
WEAF-NBC after a brief interval off the air....Max Ehrlich, author of 
‘Echoes of History,’ over WJZ-NBC, has sold a script to ‘Big Town’..., 
‘Lavender and New Lace,’ 15-minute variety series, newcomer to WEAF- 
NBC Sunday afternoons....cast includes Sylvia Marlowe, Felix Knight 
and Joan Brooks....Eddie Birnbryer writes the continuity....Gay Sea- 
brook, former comedy child impersonator who was stooge on the Joe 
Penner program, back east and doing commercials....Claire Hazel, for- 
merly a ‘Honey Chile’ with Bob Hope, also doing commercials. 

Al Swenson and Effie Palmer, leads on “The O’Neills,’ back in the script 
after a lengthy absence....Charme Allen to Baltimore for a dramatic com- 
mercial spot on “Truth or Consequences’ there....Ed Herlihy also doing a 
one-time announcer job on the show, replacing Mel Allen, whose regular 
CBS shows keep him in New York....Alberto Dominguez, Mexican com- 
poser of*‘Frenesi,’ ‘Perfidia’ and other songs, doing a couple of guest ap- 
pearances on WEAF-NBC....first will be Friday (21) night....‘Father 
Knickerbocker’s Case Book,’ dramatizations from the files of New York 
Catholic Charities, will be aired over WNYC on five consecutive Wednes- 
day afternoons, beginning today....Maj. Edward R. Rhodes now doing a 
news comment series Thursday nights on WINS. 

‘Truth or Consequences’ booked for the following weeks of vaudeville: 
Los Angeles, March 6; Minneapolis, March 28; Milwaukee, April 18; Wash- 
ington, May 2; Detroit later in May....prograin is limited by Procter & 
Gamble to only two weeks of vaude a month....‘My Diary,’ transcribed 
spot series with Frances Scott, produced by Basch agency for the Avedon 
specialty shops of Woonsocket and Providence, R. 1l....show starts on 
WPRO, Providence... .Jill Esmond, starred on two other ‘Wheatena Play- 
house’ shows, will also be on the next, ‘Of Human Bondage’....she’s like- 
wise currently in ‘Against the Storm’ and did a one-timer Monday (17) in 
‘Friend in Deed.’ 

Mexican journalist Aldano doing a piece on the Toscanini series....con- 
certs are heard in Mexico City....same visitor lecturing around town at 
various Spanish-speaking clubs....Ken Dyke didn’t know until the last 
minute whether it was the Kungsholm or Grace Line for his Caribbean 
holiday away from NBC....C. A. Siepmann, ex-BBC radio exec, in New 
York this week on visit from Harvard, where he is a Rockefeller fellow. 

Bernard L. Schubert, who sold ‘How Did You Meet’ to Woodbury on his 
own, is still connected with the Phillips H. Lord office, which makes 
Schubert both an associate and a competitor. His tie-in with Lord is on 
the ‘Mr, District Attorney,’ ‘Gangbusters’ and ‘By Kathleen Norris’ shows. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Eleanor Engle added to cast of ‘Scattergood Baines’....Morton Downey 
and Andrews Sisters interviewed by Tommy Bartlett on the ‘Celebrity 
Circle’ show....Sid Ellstrom, Willard Waterman now in ‘Right to Happi- 
iess’ program, Bill Farnum and Peggy Knudsom with ‘Woman in White’ 
program....Harold Betters, “Doggy Dan,’ now has three daughters.... 
Henry Hayward now handling production assignment for ‘Design for Hap- 
piness’ show....Additions to cast of ‘Jack Armstrong’ are William Green 
and Butler_Manville. 

Bob Bailey, Frank Carlon added to cast of ‘Houseboat Hannah,’ Mar- 
garet Fuller and Glenn Ransom to ‘Ma Perkins’ and Duke Watson to ‘Kitty 
Keene’... .1940-1941 edition of the Tony Wons Scrap Book is on the stands 
....Mary Paxton and Durward Kirby plan a wedding in June. She is 
script writer for the Stack-Goble agency and is on the air with her own 
‘Wishing Well’ program for Carson, Pirie & Scott and he is announcer 
with NBC....Bob Elson, WGN sportscaster, readying to make a baseball 
flicker for Republic this spring....Frank Wilson row tonsilling for the 
Evans fur firm on WGN....Stan Corley exits as announcer with WIND 
here to become program director for KBIZ, Ottumwa (la.). 





WHAS’ Army Program 


Louisville, Feb. 18. 
in cooperation with of- 





MEAKIN, LEADER JOIN 
NBC PROGRAM DIV. 


Jack Meakin, who was briefly 
U. S. Army, is readying a weekly 30- musical director and house band- 
minute program from Fort Knox, |leader at WOV, New York, has 


. ; joined NBC as a program producer. 
Ky., to be aired Saturdays at 7 p.m. His first Bhan Boh ter is oe Phil 
CST. | Spitalny show. 

Programs will originate in the post| Anton Leader, formerly. of WMCA, 
gymnasium, with seating accommo- |New York, has joined the NBC pro- 
dations for 1,000 officers and men. | duction staff as director-producer. 


CHOICE SPOTS IN BALTIMORE RADIO 
Still Available for National Advertisers 


WITH, Baltimore’s newest | ed with a national advertiser 
radio station—covering Bal-|—and you agree that some- 
timore from a “Baltimore” |thing is missing in Balti- 
angle—will open Saturday, ,™more radio, better look into 


March Ist, WITH! 


But already 52 big local ad- | Choice spots still remain for 
vertisers have endorsed this "ational advertisers, and 
different kind of coverage reservations are now being 
by contracting for time over 2¢cepted on pre-opening 
WITH. rate card-——with rate protec- 
| tio J 

Reai local coverage means ton for one year. 
sales — and no one knows For full particulars, write: 
this better than local busi- (Tom Tinsley, president. 


ness people. 
If you are a national adver- | STATION WITH 
tiser—or if you are connect-| BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 


ESM OEMS EL IT NINA TEE ATE, TEIN ILI IE 
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Announcing... 


A New Method of Determining 


| “EFFECTIVE COVERAGE AREAS’ 


| of NBC Networks 











——_ —_— 
—_—_—— 
———_—___——_- 


l The first to be based on a nationwide All-County Survey of 


| station listening habits and preferences. 
2 The first to measure all stations on a uniform standard. 


3 The first to use as its standard the network effectiveness in 


the cities where advertisers’ national program ratings are made. 
* * * 


. DVERTISERS have long desired a method of determining the effective coverage 


of their networks throughout the entire country, as well as in the cities where the 





regular national program ratings are made. These program-survey points represent 
only 25% of the nation’s radio families—and without network ‘‘effective coverage’’ 
data for the whole country, adequate merchandising could not be efficiently 


planned on a national basis. 





Now, after several years of intensive study, the National Broadcasting Company 
announces a new formula by which it will be possible to map network “effective cov- 
" " 5 7? i a ate Pee ; ay ; already acce -d bv advertisers 
erage areas,” on a basis comparable to those standards already accepted by advertisers 


for one-quarter of the nation. 


_ These new measurements will provide coverage maps which will enable an adver- 





tiser to concentrate his merchandising and sales promotion activities in those areas 


where his radio advertising makes its most effective bid for listener attention. 


On or after March fifteenth, both networks of the National Broadcasting Company 


will provide their clients with exclusive effective coverage area maps of their particu- 





lar networks. 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
A Radio Corporation of America Service 
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: RICE > : INT’ ‘ 4 J ES A-SHOPPING’ | JERRY VERNO 
‘FOUR CORNERS, U.S.A.’ ‘THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT THE MISSUS GO sane 
‘DR. PEPPER PARADE’ FOUR CORNERS, U.S.A. » 45 mins Transcribed omedian 
With Jack Arthur, Margaret McCrae, With Parker Fennelly, Arthur Allen, ame a /15 Mins.; Local 10 mins. - 
The Four Showmen, Molasses and — Jean McCoy, Jackie Jordan. For added listener appeal this | PEPSI-COLA Saterday. 3:30 p.m, 
. : . aa: hese 2 ( 1 ou : : : 1 @- ] , ondon 

January, Peter Van Steeden orch. 30 Mins. Regional TTES drama piece aired night following M-W-F, 8:30 a.m. we 
Transcription OLD GOLD CIGARE Ss President Roosevelt's inaugural. Ali- | WABC, New York Verno came over from pantom} 

; ; 3: eng see: Bhagat cr nach car mi Newell-Emmett) : , ‘Hime 
30 Mins.—Local Sunday, 3:00 ~~ star Cooke scripting impressed more ony CU to - a o_o show at the Coliseum where he’s 
DR. PEPPER BOTTLING CO. WNAC, Yankee, Boston as a pre-election boost for F.D.R.| This comedy-nov ey ai grocery | currently earning laughs in ‘Alladin* 
Friday, 9:30 p.m (J. Walter Thompson) than explanation for strangers to| transcribed at neighborhood grocery | J 8 on Alladin. 
WOAT, San Antonio T) Jhilosophy of the American background stores in various communities in the | The laughs followed him here. and 

; aw ¢ he homespun philosophy of the at ican) DaChs ° sai : E Tew , , ' - 
Benton & Bowles) f “ "Stebb B vs’ has been re- Opening sequence around new citi- | Greater poh = - io | if he can repeat with like materia} 
(Benton & vt rmer ‘Stebbins Bo} has been re , . . - : gl saustte -e, | , ; 
, : Hline C f Dallas. vived by J. Walter Thompson with zens taking the oath went out sans) gather a solic eee gerd. lis- | radio should keep him occupied. Far 

Dr. Pepper Bottling Co., of Da se aaa ern touch of ‘scien- explanatory setting, making it tough | It has human interest, ¢ pay, Ms-| che Mts le Beet dhe sunt 
through its new New York aave Page trent x pat “ve-titled as for listeners unware of what was | tener-identification and a compe ti- | as nown is His st air chore ag 
n ' Ber & Bowl nas) cae ao "OSA ’ It's get! wo back of the proceedings. Fault was | tive angle. Incidentally, it wees Injan act. Occasion was Geraldo’s 
tra = oe Sets, Wan roms — tin ho e"* perhaps centered at this end, with | what must be almost a a the 15 ‘Open House’ (18) with comedian 
pected to be aired on 28 stations, 5 | 6 Seem 7 Ainge tea C BBC putting on the script as received ber of product mentions in using Victor King as straight for the 
paper and in content it is th Arthur Allen plays Jonah Crow-| ¢, piers Pas > sales ths 2s. ‘ ght 
paper and in content it is the old Arthur Allen p y os gl from Cooke. Latter probably had a)| minu es + with recording equipment | patter. Verno showed himself at 
Showboat Bent & Bowles ell, father of a smalltown New Ens-' pather different idea in mind when Working with recor g equip —— ~ mike tne : 

v1 4 ‘ } ‘ ‘ = _* e. “em hil " P rk _ Fer nelly sa 2 ° } NCES t} at thi h on a special truck announcer John home with the mike, Smart on tim- 

W! tarted out to be a soCKO jand family, while Parker ‘i og | scripting the piece to that w Ic aati i X da crew of assistants | ing and an easy, smooth working of 
show, with isic, comedy and song is Eben Crowell, his brother and prompted London to seek its ma-/| Reed ing and a c assls * | his routine ' 
turned out on this hearing to be a publisher of the ‘Clover Hill Weekly terial. Title probably misled them. | and technicians visit shopping cen- a 
jlugfest for the product done (a) Merion ’ The story relates struggle —— ters during busy hours and, gather- Open House,’ built around Geraldo 
traight, (b) in jingles, and (3) in f brother against brother, and is |ing a crowd of shoppers and idle-|and his musical crew, is much im- 
omer ines te auesiens ta thi ase oak tee oe sphere i curious, put the 15-minute programs | proved since its bow in some weeks 
omeaday form DV everyone l the heavy with family atmosp re in J — ‘ \ 4 ‘ 

‘rast. Pretty corney even for the Jonah Crowell household, Jean Me on wax. For each chapter, King | back. Production has been tightened 
ast. Fret) corne} ven for th Jonah % owe Iaeatent- Id, < | gets four women to the mike. He]and cheerless gaps, of which show 
a yagpgincl, de Se ae Coy is Mary Crowell. , itries to guess the weight of each, | had plenty, are not now as apparent, 
' ew Saree ee ae rte sawed All characters are well cast and | always diplomatically underestimat- |Guest talent also shows more thought 
seer ia PT here foll hn a nigh initial broadcast ran  smoothly| ing a bit, then asks them personal, | in spotting. 

foster nere oliowedad songs anc 


yatter by Pretty Peggy Pepper (Mar- 
saret McCrae) who showed fine song 
style but put on a too-syrupy South- 
ern draw! when talking, comedy by 


Molasses and January (Pick Malone 
ind Pat Padgett). who garnered nice 
aughs with their minstrel gagging 
and scenes at a box and a rodeo. 
Jack Arthur does a first rate job of 
emceeing the show and doubles to 
excelfent advantage in a vocal duet 
with Miss McCrae. Presumably he 


should sing more and give out with 
commercial copy less on future cut- 
tings. The Four Showmen quartet 
provided nice support to the other 


stars in their songs but are not heard | 


by themselves, which is also lament- 
able. 

A steady, dependable stick is pro- 
vided by Peter Van Steeden. Best 
of their bits were ‘Little Sleepy 
Head’ and ‘Accidentally on Purpose.’ 

Commercials stress and stress the 


fact that Dr. Pepper is good for you! 


and should be taken at 10-2 and 4. 

There is also a handy six bottle car- 

ton at your grocer for a quarter. 
Andy. 


AUGUSTIN LARA 
With Parthon Reminez 
Orchestra, Songs 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Friday, 7 p. m. 
WJIZ-NBC, New York 

Trend to cultural relations with 
Latin-America having become a ma- 
jor point of interest in the field of 
American communications, NBC has 
started some of the better known 
Latin-American conductor-composers 
on a northern trek to show their stuff 


j 
in- 


before the network’s mikes Augus- 
tin Lara, the first of these invited 
guests, was given four 15-minute 


spots during the past week. Alberto 
Dominguez. Mexican leader and com- 
poser of ‘Frenesi’ and ‘Perfidia,’ is 
No. 2 man in line. They also play 
a part as BMI propaganda. Both are 
foremost Mexican composers. 

Lara had as vocal aid for his series 
Parthon Reminez, Argentine bari- 
tone, whose lyrical pipes proved 
quite an asset to the program. Lara’s 


performance of his own compositions | 


were strictly according to Latin- 
American tradition, but the numbers 
disclosed the composer has a wide 
diversity of style, mood and type 
The material flows easily from gypsy 


melodies, a composition calling for 
three violins and a piano, and to 
modern dance rhythms. Odec. 


Rocky Mount, N. C.—David Con- 
nor has joined the staff of WEED 
as announcer-newscaster. 


throughout. Special mention de- 
served for commercial blurb writers, 


who cleverly wove in brief mentions | 


left the long an- 
nouncement to be dramatized at 
close of program. Latter plug was 
interesting enough to lend ear with- 
out turning to another program. 
Towards close of program Jonah 
Crowell meets some business com- 
petition from his neighbor’s son and 
has to listen to a lecture on 
tific salesmanship’ with a discourse 
on economics which seemed some- 
what forced, although sensible in its 
arguments. Paul. 


of product and 


‘scien- 





‘COAST TO COAST’ 

With Malcolm Child, Lou James 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Monday, 11:45 p.m. 

WBBC, Brooklyn 


This chatter and comment pro- 
gram.» about Broadway and Holly- 
| wood is notable chiefly for the fact 


| that Malcolm Child and Lou James 
| present their gab in the form of a 
| telephone conservation, theoretically 
from Coast to Coast—hence the 
show’s title. It’s a listenable offer- 
ing for an obscure Brooklyn station. 
‘*hild and James have agreeable 
deliveries and suitably breezy man- 
liners. They crowd considerable ma- 
terial into broadcast, too. But there’s 
llittle they say that any Brooklyn 
resident within reach of a Manhat- 
tan newspaper wouldn't already 
know. Such items as the splurge of 
Hollywood buys of Broadway shows, 
Orson Welles’ production of ‘Native 
Son’ as a play, Norman Kerry’s re- 
turn to the U. S., Nils Asther’s ap- 
pearance in’ ‘Night of January 16th, 
| and so on, are all old stuff. And the 
lads’ picture and legit reviews are 


tepid. If they want to get a quick 
rep, they should pan everything— 
but then maybe they couldn't get 
| passes. 

| They run a contest each week, 
|with free tickets to various in-be- 


|tween Broadway shows for listeners 
| who guess the identity of an anony- 
mous biographical sketch. On Mon- 
day (17) night’s edition, the second 
|sentence was an outright giveaway 
that the subject was Jeanette Mac- 
Donald. 


There was one bit of news on the 


show. Larry Adler, guest inter- 
viewee, revealed that he is plan- 
ning a concert tour with Paul 
Draper. But Adler, who’s most elo- 
quent with a «harmonica, hadn't 


| brought that with him. Incidentally, 

| Child and James abandon their tele- 
|phone routine for the interview 
session. Hobe. 


FOR AD LIB 


By HARRY PAUL 

| Boston, Feb. 18. 

| Vermonters are not only famous 
for their steadfast rain-or-shine Re- 
publicanism, but for the dour, un- 
communicative nature of the citi- 
zenry. They aren’t famous for talk- | 
ing freely to strangers. And these 
traditional truisms stood out last 
week over the Colonial network (re- 
{viewed on WAAB, Boston) when 
| RKO’s ‘Scattergood Baines’ had its 
| premiere at the Capitol theatre in 
Montpelier with Guy Kibbee on 
| hand from Hollywood. 

| It was a pretty painful assign- 
ment for glib, nimble-minded Ruth 
Moss from the Colonial web staff. 
Her questions were interesting, but 
the replies were not. She got typical 
Vermont let-it-lie monosyllabics. 
That meant Miss Moss asked the 
questions and more or less had to 
answer them herself. It was a 
grueling session of the kind that is 
a nightmare to all radio special- | 
eventsmen. 

Mike fright hit the Vermonters 
hard. Lifelong habits of measured 
speech were aggravated by the fear 
of the sound-box. Adlibbing to 
questions just isn’t in the Vermont 
line, 

‘I can’t read this damn thing’ 
uttered by Mayor William Corry of 
Montpelier—was merely one of a 
series of unlooked for remarks from 
mike-fright sufferers. Corry previ- 
ous to the broadcast requested Miss 
Moss to write out her opening words 
on introducing him, although rest of 
program had no script. Miss Moss 
said to Corry on the broadcast: ‘I 
would like you to introduce Mr. 
Kibbee to Montpelier and New Eng- 
land,’ and Corry repeated her lines, 
and then broke into ‘damn, etc.,’ but 
continued reading his prepared 
speech on finding his place in the 
script. 

When the citizens proved taciturn 
some politicians grabbed the chance 
and used up so much of the 15 min- 
utes that Kibbee was lucky to have 
| one full minute to spring a gag that 
he had campaigned 33 years ago for 
Democrati party (Vermont has 
always been Republican stronghold) 
which met with laughter. 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| trade, NBC launched this new strip 


|news roundup on CBS. 


'cast Monday were Janice Gilbert as 


Follow-Up Comment 


but innocuous, questions. There are 
numerous prizes (usually groceries) 
given all the contestants and each 
gets a carton of six Pepsi-Cola 
bottles for trying to sing the prod- 
uct jingle. One drawing most ap- 


plause on the meter then gets an 
additional $5 cash prize. Show has 
one straight commercial and in- 


numerable incidental ones. 
Redeeming factor on the show {Is 

King’s laughable, yet unobjection- 

able spoofing of the femmes. He 


|and they make it rather lively inter- 


lude, particularly so early in the 
day. Monday (17) morning’s edi- 
tion originated at the Sunrise Super 
Market, Valley Stream, L. I. Hobe. 


‘GASOLINE ALLEY’ 

With Jimmy McCallion, Janice Gil- 
bert, Clifford Soubier, Junius Mat- 
thews 

15 Mins. 

Daily, 6:45 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
In an apparent bid for the family 


serial Monday (17) evening in the 
6:45-7:00 p.m. spot on red (WEAF) 
network opposite Lowell Thomas on 
the blue (WJZ) and the European 
It’s a tough 


assignment. ‘Gasoline Alley’ is 
adapted from Frank King’s comic 


strip of the same name. Kane Camp- 
bell is doing the scripting, with 
Charles Schenck directing. Jimmy 
Mc€allion, as Skeezix, is the only 
actor getting billing. Others in the 


the girl friend, Nina Clock; Clifford 
Soubier as Wumple, Skeezix’s boss, 
and Junius Matthews as Ling Wee, a 
waiter in a Chinese restaurant. 


First chapter of the series indi- 
cates that Skeezix is going to oc- 


cupy the limelight in the story. He’s 
just celebrated his 20th birthday and 
is starting to raise a mustache and 
pretty thwarted because’ gal 
friend Nina doesn’t notice. A philo- 
sophical American-born Chinese 
waiter with a sub-rosa master’s de- 
gree seems likely to be in the script 
frequently to lend ‘character’ and 
offer sage advice to the young hero. 
Latter also appears destined to have 
all 


is 


sorts of minor adventures and 
tribulations as he’s embarking on 
his business. career. Gal friend 


Nina is merely a foil, so far. 

It all seems reasonably workman- 
like and credible, but just a little 
innocuous compared to its opposi- 
tion, Hobe. 





| James L. Fly, chairman of FCC 
New York, 





> 





, at annual dinner in Hotel Commodore, 
of American Civil Liberties Union. when after 
sendoff by Dr. John Haynes Holmes, that ‘I 


a grandiloquent | 
1e was the traffic officer of the | 

















“Uy Yy, Wy 
ly, 
<= 


Zw UY 

Uy Yy Ly 
Hf ew .York 
Yj VP». 





George P. Hollingbery Company 


Sen Francisco 


In Detroit 
It's WWJ-- 


All listener-interest 
surveys show that 
Station WWJ has 
more listeners in De- 
troit than any other 
radio station in this 
great market! Is your 


Detroit program on 
WWJ? 


WW 


National Representatives 





Chicago Ailaate 
Los Angeles 


air’ and that upon his division, ‘more than any other in the Government, | 
depended the preservation of freedom of speech,’ dryly remarked: ‘That’s | 


an awful introduction.’ Fly, who delivered a carefully-prepared, quota- 


tion-studded address of some 15 minutes over Mutual, touched off addi- | 


tional guffaws by relating ‘simple solutions’ offered FCC by listeners. 


A 


man in Georgia suggested banning news from Germany; another in New | 
in Pennsylvanig | 


Jersey advocated prohibiting all newscasts; a woman 


world.’ 
No such easy solutions of t 


a transmitter to air their personal 
reference recent FCC deeision, 
England station.’ He voiced 
test’ in 1940 presidential campaign 
self’ in performance of ‘this public 


+¢ imitate +? 
tO imitate lt 


to 


+) 


| broadcasting from private interests. 


said Fly, as he swung into his main thesis. This was the responsibility 
of station operators to ‘serve the public interest.’ By selecting programs 
they thought best would accomplish this; by giving all sides an equal op- 
portunity to be heard on controversial matters; by refraining from using 


Views. 


on last-named point, affecting ‘a New 
highest 


functioning of distinguishing truth from error and right from wrong should 
be ‘at the receiving not the transmission end.’ 
foresee ‘no emergency so grave’ that the government would take over 


4s. 


wanted ‘all radio stations shut down’ until ‘peace comes to this war-torn 


, | 
he problem were practical in a democracy, 


v Fly, a clear miker, made several 


+ 


tribute to manner radio ‘met the 


‘broadcasting industry can pride it- | 
service’ and other media may do well 
Visual audience applauded when FCC chief declared the | 





Fred Allen made 2 novel contribu- 
| tion to radio last Wednesday night 
| (12) on his Texaco broadcast (CBS). 
| He gave point to his closing gag by 


| tents of a seltzer bottle. The inci- 
| dent had been preceded by a bur- 
| lesque on ‘Truth and Consequences. 
Curiously the comedy content in this 
| burlesque passage was not so much 
| in the fun-poking at Ralph Edwards 
Saturday night stanza as in the gag 
' commercials which studded the take- 
| off. The highpoint of this gag copy 
' was that here was a dentifrice that 
among other things contained tooth- 
paste. 


Frank Luther-Zora Layman Sing- 
ers on NBC Sunday morning (16) 











more 


‘arried than accustomed quota 


o 


having himself doused with the con- | 


| minstrel 
| Bentley presided as interlocutor of 


of variety in its weekly review of 
American music and distinguished 
folks connected certain tunes. Frank 
| Luther again carried on alone in the 
absence of Zora Layman, who is still 
away in Texas because of a sister’s 
illness. Besides the brief dramatiza- 
tion of Stonewall Jackson’s life with 
symbolic music and an incident of 
clipper-ship days, approximately 
half of the broadcast was given over 
to American minstrelsy. Cliff Sou- 
bier, who’s had his own minstrels 
on the air for years, was the author- 
ity for explanations on old-time 
performances. Spencer 


a typical minstrel show with Sou- 
bier participating as end man. Di- 


rection and supervision by Winthrop | 


Orr indicated meticulous care. 


FCC chairman said he could | 
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Ask any Radio Sales office 
for more ififormation about 
KMOX, one of the sixteen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations. 
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If your client, too, finds — 
‘July is bigger than Texas...’ 


DO THIS SUMMER’S THINKING... EARLY! 


If your client makes more sales in July alone than in all Texas or Calfe 


fornia or Illinois in a year, if July is the bigger market for him... 
And if you plan to protect his Summer market this year... 


May we suggest you start planning early? 


This is why — 


I. RADIO in the judgment of advertisers themselves, is the best road to thé 
nation’s markets. (The increasing use of the networks by the country’s 


shrewdest advertisers is steadily breaking all records.) 


2. SUMMER RADIO rides the swiftest rising curve in all radio, (Summer Radio 


in 1940 was the highest high in history.) 


3. OF ALL NETWORKS, CBS IS FIRST (CBS carried a greater volume of advere 


tising in 1940 than any other network; more than was ever before carried 


by any network.) 














4. CBS LEADS IN SUMMER too, with gains of more than 20% in °40 over a 


record-breaking ’39; and a CBS gain of 85% in 40 over '38. 














Since this Summer may well see more spendable consumer dollars—and moré 
spending consumers —in the nation than ever before, you will want the bess 


road to this market for your clients. 


We'll be happy to discuss specifie 





CBS facilities and programs for 
your Summer of 1941 plans, now. 








PACE-SETTER FOR THE NETWORKS 
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Minneapolis.—Jack Holbrook, who 
handled the three daily 
lined News’ broadcasts on WDGY 
when that feature was originated a 
year ago, has just returned to the 
station here after a six-month ab- 
sence leave. During his absence 
Holbrook organized the WGTC pro- 


air at Greenville, N. C., in June, 
1940. He’s doing ‘Streamlined News’ 


at WDGY again. 





San Antonio.—Jack Keasler, com- 
mercial manager of stations KGKO- 
WBAB, Fort Worth, and WFAA, 
Dallas, has resigned to become af- 
filiated with the commercial depart- 
ment of WOAI. 


to the leaving of Bob Knox for an- 
other post in the east. Russ De 
Weese, former announcer, takes over 
former continuity duties of Knox. 
Dave Young, of the sales staff, steps 
in as announcer replacing De Weese. | 
| 





Buffalo. — With tune-checking a 
vital item since music war, WBEN 
has moved Dorothy Bayer from re- 
ception staff to full-time job clear- | 
ing all songs played over WBEN and 
its sister-station, WEBR. 

She doubles as staff organist. 


| 
| 
! 





Jamestown, N. Y.— Spieler Tom 
McKee has shifted to WPIC, Sharon, | 
Pa., with George Pfluger taking his | 
place on WJTN staff. | 





Tulsa, Okla.— Muriel Iams now 
with WTUL’s continuity department. 
Formerly with KXYZ, Houston. 





New London, Conn.—Ed Dyjack. 
from Woonsocket, R. I. replaced 
Jack Adams as technician at WNLC. 
Frank Boone of New London hired 
as announcer. 





New Haven.—Bob Lockwood leaves 
WELI’s spieling staff Feb. 22 for his 
year with Uncle Sam. 

Miss. — Paul 

announcer to program 
WCBI, Columbus. He’s 
succeeded announcer by Joel 
Byers, formerly of Birmingham. 
Edward Currie, formerly with East- 
ern Airlines. has joined the engineer- 
ing staff of WCBI. 


Columbus, 
upped from 
director, of 


Cresap 


as 


Chicago.—Milton Rubel joins sales 
staff on WIND, Chicago-Gary. 





Toleco, O.—Jean Wright, who was 
formerly director of women’s activi- 
ties at WTOL, Toledo, has been 
named program director of the sta- 
tion, and Allan Miller becomes pro- 
duction director and assistant station 
manager. 

Boston.—David S. Garland, former 
advertising for a 


same capacity, 
York City. 


now with CBS in New 


leave of absence due to ill health. 


KGO-KPO vocal staff. 





Charlotte, 


gor Parker new staff 





Payroll Traffic 





town, Md., and WRAL, Raleigh, N. 


‘Stream- | 


gram department which went on the | 


; Cast 
| KFOR, 


| 
| 
Several staff changes at KABC due 


| 


Oakland—Hal Chambers, formerly 
with stations from Juneau, Alaska to | Latter resigned 
Tijuana, Mexico, has finally alighted | tectural department of American Air 
at KROW, replacing Bob Goerner, on | Lines. 


Janet Jordan, contralto, added to | 
N. C.—William McGre- 


salesman at 
WBT. Formerly with WJEJ, Hagers- 


4 OOO64664666+64 
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Lee Kirby, who has been seriously 
ill for more than two months with an 
ulcerated stomach, and Bill Bivens, 
who suffered an unusual paralysis of 
the face some two weeks ago, have 
both returned to their duties as staff 
announcers. 

Lincoln, Neb.— Fd Letson, who 
just recently did his 2,000th broad- 
of the news on KFAB and 
left (28) for KDKY, Salt 
Lake City, Utah. Harvey Swenson, 
stepped in his news job here. Janet 
Legge, KFAB, leaving to go domes- 
tic, wedding KFAB engineer Mervin 
Damme. 





Cleveland. — Etta Wilson, former 
Woman's Page Editor of Cleveland 
Press joins staff of WCLE in similar 
capacity. Miss Wilson doing daily 
15-minute show, Monday through 
Friday under title, ‘The Party Line.’ 

Longview, Texas—Foster W. Fort, 
former manager of the Marshall, 
Texas, studios of station KFRO has 
resigned to become affiliated with 
the Longview New-Journal as a 





salesman and _ staff photographer. 
He was formerly with KCMC, Tex- 
arkana, KABC, San Antonio and 
WACO, Waco. 

Sioux City, Ia.—James V. Mont- 
gomery, chief announcer for the last 
‘four months at KSCJ, Sioux City, 
‘has resigned to take a similar post 
lat KFRO, Longview, Texas. 


Richmond, Va.—Bill Filler, 


mer manager of local sales of 
| WMBG, has been appointed mana- 


ger of the promotion department, | 
City of Richmond utility division. 
He is succeeded at WMBG by Wal- 
ter Bowry, formerly in the insur- 


ance business. 





Sharon, Pa.—Tom McKee, former- 
ly with WJTN, New York, has 
joined the announcing staff of WPIC, 
Sharon. 

Richmond, Va.—Felix Boswell, 
formerly an announcer at WMBG, 
has been commissioned a first lieut- 
enant in the Royal Flying Corps. 


Toledo.—Dick Roll, for the past 
four years with WHIO, Dayton, has 
joined WTOL, Toledo, assigned to 
newscasts. 

Ft. Wayne.—John Hackett, chief 
at WOWO-WGL 
for last six years, has taken new job 
at WING, Dayton. 

Rex Dale, baritone, has been added 
| to staff of WOWO-WGL. 


sports 


announcer 


Chicago. 


manager Lynn, Burton Feldman agency 
Mass., department _ store, became here has added a publicity division 
WEEI sales promotion manager, and has brought in three men to 
succeeding George R. Dunham. in handle this department. 


Men are Austin O’Malley, William 
Fitzgerald and James McGuinn. 


—_———— | scheint 
Resina, Sask.— Dorothy Norfield New York.—John Ruddley, for- 
left CBK, Watrous, Sask., and re- merly with Macy’s and American 
placed by Luella Johns. |Can, new draftsman in charge of 


construction 





Big Spring. He is succeeded 


for- | 


maintenance at WOR, 
New York,. replacing Erwin Towle. 


Abilene, Tex.—Jack Wallace, for- 
|merly program director of KRBC, 
| Abilene, has been appointed general 
manager of its sister station, KBST, 
at 
KRBC by Frank McIntyre, formerly 
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news editor of KGVO, Missoula, 


Mont. 


J. B. Casey, chief engineer of 


KBST, transfers to a similar post at | 


KRBC, while Andy Jones, engineer 
at the latter station, goes to KBST 
as chief engineer. Fred 
formerly KRBC chief engineer, 
been called for military service. 

Steele McClanahan, .-formerly of 
WCMI, Ashland, Ky., and WNOX, 
Knoxville, Tenn., is the new director 
of sports at KRBC and Don Phillips, 
previously with various Texas sta- 
tions, has joined the KRBC announc- 
ng staff. Both KRBC and KBST are 
»wned by the Hanks-Harte interests. 


has 


New York City.—Edgar R. Wilde, 
formerly with the Fizdale 


Phillips-Jones Corp., N. Y., manu- 
facturers of men’s shirts. 


Atlanta. Larry Alexander is 
latest addition to WSB, Atlanta, an- 


nouncing .staff. He’s previously of 


WDNC, Durham, N. C. 
Memphis. — John 
executive of the 
Shurman ad agency, appointed di- 
rector of creative work for the firm. 


Ward, 


New York City.—Robin Kinkead 
has joined the magazine division of 
the CBS publicity department. 





Boston.—David S. Garland, for- 
merly with the Snow agency as ac- 
count executive, has been appointed 
sales promotion manager of WEEI, 
locat CBS outlet. He _ succeeds 
George R. Dunham, Jr., who has 


joined the network promotion staff , 


in New York, handling CBS-owned 
and operated station promotion. 





Pittsburgh—Milford 
merly 


Flack, 
with Pennsylvania 


for- 
Central 


| Airlines as a radio operator, has been 


added to the engineering department 
at WWSW. He replaces John Kinsel, 
who has been called to full-time ser- 
vice with the National Guard. 
Schenectady—Oscar H. Junggren, 
formerly of the WGY news depart- 
ment, into the army as a first lieu- 
tenant. #>'s graduate 
Military Academy. 


of Manlius 


Kenneth G. 


| Powell, from WENY. Elmira, N. Y., 


is now on staff of WGY, Schenectady. 
Lynchburg, Va.—Ray Tyree, for- 
mer advertising manager for a paint 


manufacturer, has been named sales | 
Va. | 
Pickard who } 


manager at WPID, 
Takes place of E. 


Petersburg 


B. q 


| died suddenly. 





.. Wichita, Kas.—Shorty Gleeson for- 
merly with station KTUI, Tulsa, now 
on engineering staff of radio 
KFBI. 


station 





St. Louis—Recent additions to WIL, 
| St. Louis, include Bob Rawson, spiel- 
er, formerly with WILL, Urbana, and 
WDWS, Champaign, I1l.: Frances 
Mary Rice, Gontinuity Dept., former- 
ly of KWK, St. Louis; and Margaret 
Hanken, also to the Continuity Dept. 


Jack Garrison, formerly with WJR, 
Detroit, gabbing at KMOX. 


} 





Manufacturers Assn. 


‘Defense of America’ is a new NBC 


red weekly 30-minute series aovut 
the nation’s rearmament program. 


Broadcasts will originate in various 
plants manufacturing war materials, 
at 7:00-7:30 p.m. Saturdays start- 
ing this week (22). It will be done 
in cooperation with the National 
Association of Manufacturers. Paul 
DuPont is producer. 

First program will be from a ma- 
chine tool factory in Cleveland. 
Subsequent shows will come from an 


aircraft plant at Santa Monica, oil 


| field at Tulsa, tank factory at Peoria | 
industrial | 


and from 
centers. 


varicus other 





Roy Robert Dies at 40 


Atlanta, Feb. 18. 
Roy Robert, 40, one of Atlanta's 
pioneer radio news commentators, 
was found dead last week in 
room in a downtown hotel. Robert 
had been in failing health for sev- 
eral years and had been dismissed 





from Veterans’ Hospital here only a 
| week before his death. 
Robert was for several 
dio news editor of Atlanta Constitu- 
| tion, handling several 
daily over WGST, CBS outlet. Prev- 


!cus Times-Recorder and Athens 


|Times as well as feature writer for | 


Constitution and defunct 
Georgian-American. 


Hearst's 





Hammond, | 


| presented over WKBN, Youngstown, 


| Junior 
and | 
Ferris publicity offices, has been ap- | SON, 
pointed advertising manager of the| from the library; Mrs. Claude B. 


account | 
Lak e-Spiro- | 


| women will be dramatized in a new | 


| operation with the National Youth 
| Administration's Radio Workshop, is 


|ers, has Mrs. George B. Palmer to 


interest in foreign lands, is aired 

Saturday afternoons. Airline com- 

pany, to tie-in with the . travel 

motif, is providing all the give- 

aways, including special maps to 

cover routines mentioned in the Wi he Z — 

° ° » > ¢ 

series. and a membership. card ren the Zanesville 

superimposed with a Douglas air- : . 

{liner and Northwest’s insignia. | High School Blue 
Devils (basketball- 


™ |of WQAM as a Class III-A stati  : 
Starts ‘Defense’ Series ‘ aaah 


to join the archi- | 


| advertising has spent millions of dol- 


| broadcast Thursday night (13) there 
his | 


years ra- | 
| Milwaukee famous?’ 
newscasts | 
| local man replied: 
ius to that he was editor of Ameri- | 


ounesrown x S#0M ANOTHER TEXAS 
REGIONAL UP 


Teachers Are Participating 
Amarillo, Tex, Feb. 18. 


A central office representing mem- 
ber stations of the Taylor-Howe- 
| Snowden group has been opened in 
| Dallas with Ken Sibson, former man- 

of KG here, in charge 
Youngstown schools and the library | se Alergy Bh Bee je KTSA, 
and Parent-Teacher groups. | San Antonio, will be executive sec- 

Mrs. Benton North heads the) retary to Sibson. Guy Bradford, 
League committee for the assistant to Sibson here, takes over 
work, co-operating with Wayne John- 


he duties as general mana 
of WKBN;: Miss Harriet Orr a” . 8 ger of 


With this formation another poten- 
tial Texas regional web has been 
| formed which offers advertisers a 
| package of Texas radio coverage un- 
der the same_ supervision with 
parallel station policies of merchan- 
Clubwoman Is In On dising and operation. 

is i Stations making up the combine 
Minneapolis Programs are KGNC. here; KTSA, San An- 
|tonio; KFYO, Lubbock and KRGV, 
| Weslaco. 


Youngstown, O., Feb. 18. 
A radio program designed for child 
listeners above the third grade, found 
to be a specific need in a survey by 
Mahoning Valley educators, will be 


beginning Feb. 20, at 5:15 p.m, The 
program, called ‘Buffalo Bill,’ scripted 
by Jean Wilson Patton, is being pre- 
sented through the cooperation of 





Norris from the P.T.A. Council 
(Parent-Teachers Association); and 
Miss Evelyn Thomas, school prin- 
cipal. 








Minneapolis, Feb. 18. 


of courageous Minnesota 


Lives 








series of 13 programs on WCCO, 
starting at 3:45 p.m., Feb. 22. Title 
of series, sponsored by the Minnesota 
Federation of Women’s clubs in co- 


ZANESVILLE 


‘Pioneer Women.’ Max Karl, WCCO 
educational director, will direct. 

Mrs. G. B. Palmer, chairman of 
the women’s clubs’ radio division, is 
planning the programs which will 
help to celebrate the Federation's 
50th anniversary. 

Kid quiz program on WOL here, 
sponsored by Twin City Dodge deal- | 





G Fort Industry Monket 


We Went 


To the 


DEVILS! 





head a committee which selects the 
children for the quizzes. 

Northwest Airlines is cooperating 
jointly with KSTP and the Minne- 
sota Federation of Women’s clubs in 
the airing of a new non-boxtop 
thriller for kids, ‘The World Ad- 
venture Club.’ 

Show, which promotes travel and | 


Nix WOAM ‘Class’ Bid 

Washington, Feb. 18. 
Plea of WQAM, of Miami for a 
Class III-A station rating was found 
‘out of order’ last Thursday (13) 
and therefore dismissed by the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission. 
Classifications of ‘Class I.’ ‘Class IT,’ 
‘Class III-A,’ ‘Class III-B,’ and ‘Class 
IV’ stations were described as a 
‘matter merely of administrative 
convenience’ by the Commish, in its 
decision and order on a petition to 


ers) travelled 1,245 
miles to play out-of- 
Radio 
Station WHIZ went 


town games, 


to the Devils to give 
the folks back home 


play-by-play descrip- 


classify WQAM as a ‘Class III-A’ tion. 
broadcast station. 
A separate application tc boost 


WQAM’s power from 1 to 5 kw will 
be considered on its own merits, the 
FCC decreed. The decision handed 
down last week ‘relates exclusively 
to the basic request for classification’ 


Enterprise such as 
this is rewarded by 
the listeners — and 


the loyal WHIZ audi- 


was added. 

In this connection no change 
whatsoever in the status of petition- 
ers station is requested other than 
designation as a ‘Class III-A station,’ 
it was decreed. Petitioner alleges, 
it was further stated. that WQAM 
‘has the- requisite channe! assign- 
ment, power assignment, and inter- 
ference-free service area to qualify 
as a Class III-A station as defined 
by the Standards of Good Engineer- 
ing Practice, adopted June 23, 1939.’ 


ence in Central and 


Southeastern Ohio 


is proof of the fact. 


Schlitz Suds Sad 


Milwaukee, Feb. 18. 
Schlitz in over half a century of 











lars popularizing its slogan: ‘The 
Beer That Made Milwaukee Fa- 
mous,” but since Horace Heidt's | 


is wonder here. | 
A Milwaukee man, Sylvan Saichek, 
won the $1,000 ‘Pot o’ Gold’ and 
when Heidt got hii on the phone | 
to tell him of his good luck the band- 
leader said laughingly: 
‘Tell me, Mr. Saichek, what made | 





tat a al 


Without an instant’s hesitation, the | 





‘Heinie and his Grenadiers” 









Jesse Thompson has joined the | SK “ .. Se ae 
promotion department of the NBC x wi HELE, 0.4 
) blue network. i" -_ ee 
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Philco Sponsors Frazier Hunt On 
KFI; Beechies, Chiclets to KNX 





: ae 


Los Angelos, Feb. 18. 

Dat ol’ debbil minus was given the 
slip last week and all units rallied 
for the first concerted drive to 
higher levels in weeks. While not 
of the blitz variety, nonetheless the 
increases were significant of a sus- 
tained general rise down through 
the spring months. Contracts for 
future biz also moved with the up- 
turn, with KNX and the two NBC 
affiliates, KFI-KECA, blocking out 
considerable time. 

KFI: Bullock’s Department Store, 
39 quarter-hour periods of Art 
Baker's ‘Today at Bullock’s,’ through 
Dana Jones; Malto-Meal, 84 an- 
nouncements, through H. W. Kastor; 
Baldwin Motor Co., 13 quarter-hour 
broadcasts of ‘Musical Clock,’ 
through Chet Crank; Rhodes Studio 
(piano lessons), 52 quarter-hour 
periods of ‘Piano Moods,’ through 
Ted Dahl; Baker Shoes, 26 announce- 
ments, through Sidney Garfinkel; 
Philco Radio, 156 quarter-hour com- 
mentary by Frazier Hunt, through 
Hutchins Adv. 

KECA: Nassour Bros. (toiletries), 
26 quarter-hour broadcasts of Erskin 
Johnson's Hollywood gossip; William 
Minteer (taxation service), 13 quar- 
ter-hour broadcasts of ‘The Guest 
Book,’ through Smith & Drum; Paul 
Hoffman (Studebaker), 12 one- 
minute transcriptions, through Dana 
Jones. | 

KNX: Beech-Nut Gum, 40 an- 
nouncements, through Newell-Em- 
mett; American Chicle, 65 _ five- 
minute newscasts, through Badger, | 
Browning & Hersey; Nob Hill Coffee, 
85 announcements, through McSann- 
Erickson; Rockwood Candy, 40 fiv e- | 
minute programs, through Federal | 
Adv.; Sheaffer Pencils, 32 time sig- 
nals, through Russell M. Seeds. 

KHJ: Lydia Pinkham, 45 an- | 
nouncements, through Erwin, Wasey; 
White Laboratories (Chooz), 30 an- | 
nouncements, through H. W. Kastor. 


CEBHARDT CHILE 
BACK ON AIR 


| 


| 
| 


VIAKISA 











San Antonio, Feb. 18. | 

At the time of going off the air 
several years ago, the Gebhardt Chile 
Powder Co. were sponsors of the old- 
est commercial on the air which was 
broadcast over WOAI here. This 
week they returned to the air as 
sponsor, on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, of the oldest Man in the 
Street broadcast being aired through | 
station KTSA. Program on Friday 
last reached its 1,456 continuous | 
broadcast. 

The Sieberling Rubber Co. has 
started a series of thrice weekly 
broadcasts over the Texas State Net- 
work, with the first airing heard on 
Monday, Feb. 17. Broadcasts are to 
be hea rd each Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 7:45 to 8:00 am., 
CST. 

Music on the broadcasts will be 
that of the Crystal Springs Ramblers 
and the Desert Drifters, and will be 
titled Seiberling Easy Steppers. 
Broadcasts will originate the 
TSN Fort Worth studios and will be 
carried by 12 outlets. 

KONO: Texas Soft Water Co., 
three quarter-hour weekly programs | 
titled Meridian Melodies; Grand) 
Rapids Furniture Co. eight an-| 
nouncements per day. 

KABC: San Antonio Florist Asso- 
ciation, 15 announcements per day, 
Monday through Friday, for Valen- 
tine Day: Texas Exposition Shows, 
three additional announcements per 
day; Tankersly, two 
nouhcements per day; 
Store, five additional’ announce- 
ments; Interstate Theatres, Inc., | 
quarter-hour program for stage show 
‘Man Came to Dinner’ which will 
Play here on Tuesday (18); Martin 
Neal Motor Co., six announcements 
Per day, 


from 





additional an- | 
Joske Bros. | 


| Arthur Meyerhof agency; 
| Magazine, 30 minutes 


| Co., 





Ray Dady’s Sponsors 


St. Louis, Feb. 18. 
Ray Dady, station manager at 
KWK, is currently doubling as news 
commentator with two _ sponsors 
bankrolling his daily stints. Dady’s 
‘Sidelights On the News,’ a 15 mins. 
a.m. news dissertation is bankrolled 
by the Papendick Bakery Co., St. 

Louis, hits the ether at 8:45 o'clock. 





His second, five mins., ‘Sunset 
News’ is sponsored by the Stude- 
baker Motors. This goes on the air 


at 6 p.m. In between Dady takes 
care of his other varied duties. 


WBBM LANDS 
SOCONY 44 HRS. 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 
Two big money and time deals 
were set for local and national spot 
in Chicago last week, with WIND 
selling 26 hours of commercials 








| weekly to the Bird-Sykes auto deal- 


ers and WBBM disposing of two 15- 


minute daily strips to Socony-| 
Vacuum, 
Business was strong throughout 


the radio situation, with time con- 
tinuing to be a highly marketable 
item on all stations. 

WJJD: Blue Ribbon Books, three 
| five-minute periods weekly, through 
Northwest Radio; Joy Candy Co., 
| two announcements daily, through | 
| Malcolm-Howard; Aurora Labora- | 
tories, 60 announcements weekly for 
Clear-Again Tablets, through the 
Household 
daily for 12 

through Presba, Fellers & 
ba; Edwards Tablets, 15 minutes 
oe through United agency; Kemp 
& Lane, seven announcements week- 
ly, through F. A. Hughes agency; 
Sandra Motor Co, 15 minutes 
weekly. 

WGN: American Chicle Co., 15 
minutes three times weekly, through 
Badger, Browning & Hershey; Blue 
Moon Foods, one-minute  partici- 
pation three times weekly; Fels & 
15 minutes three times weekly, 
through S. E. Roberts agency. 

WBBM: Andes Candies, daily time 
signal announcements, through Mc- 


feet s, 


|} expense and their 


| salary 


DEMAND STAR 





Campbell Playhouse Must Be 
Protected Against Fil m 
Names Following Their | 
Bargain Rates to Other 
Programs 


BLURB CLAUSES 





Ward Wheelock has acquired for 
itself quite a reputation for append- 


‘Campbell Playhouse’ (CBS) are re- | 
quired to agree they will not ac-| 





cept another commercial date with- | 
|in four months’ for less money than 


Campbell Soup has paid them. The 
same clause provides that if they 
do accept less Campbell will be re- 
funded an amount equal to the dif- 
ference between the money received 
from Campbell and the salary paid 
them by the subsequent account. 
Wheelock’s reason for this rider 
is that it has found that 
luminaries, after having been 
rought to New York at Campbell's 


had no compunction in appearing on 
another commercial a week or so 
later at half the Campbell salary. In 
some cases the rider has been re- 
vised to the extent that the expenses 
entailed in the New York trip are 
not to be considered in matching one 
with another. 


But where, according to 


station 


reps, the Wheelock agency has given | 


the trade something really special 
along the line of riders is in the con- 
ditions which Wheelock attaches to 
contracts for chainbreaks bought 
behalf of Palmolive. 
a couple of the riders which have re- 
sulted 


tions of the Palmolive contracts: 

1. It is understood that we 
(Wheelock) have the privilege of 
taking an eight to 13-week hiatus 
during the summer upon four 
weeks notice prior to the time the 
hiatus is to begin, retaining the 
same spots scheduled at time of 
taking the hiatus. 

+f We (Wheelock) are to have 


the option of any other spots that 
become available and the privilege 
of changing any of our present 
spots if we so desire. 


Junkin agency; Mrs. Stevens 
Candies, time signal announcements, | 


through Rogers & Smith; Dutch Mili 
Candy Shops, 15 minutes on Sun- 
days, through Goodkind, Joice & 


| Morgan. 





United Drug Buys More 


St. Louis, Feb. 18. 
KMOX via Benson & Dall agency, 
Cricago, has United Drug Trade for 
an additional half hour. Sponsor is 
already bankrolling ‘The Carter 
Family’ and ‘Mainer’s Mountaineers’ 
on transcr! pti ons. 


‘BOSCO BAND STAND’ 
ON WBZ IN BOSTON 


Boston, Feb. 18. 

‘Bosco Band Stand’ made its debut 
|over WBZ-WBZA yesterday, using 
popular recordings and patter 
Malcolm McCormick as ‘bandmaster’ 
to be heard daily at 8 a.m. for 15 
minutes, sponsored by the Bosco Co 

og te & Eckhardt, of New York 
City, is the agency. 





PRICE GUARANTEE 


ing riders to a radio contract. The 
agency’s practice applies to both) 
talent and spot time contracts. 

Film names appearing on the, 


film | 


full radio salary, | 


in | 
Following are} 


in the rejection by some sta- | 


by | 


WHEELOCK’S PACT RIDER 


+ 








Dept Store Opposition Ebbs In 


Frisco; NBC Toasts Merchants 











Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 
| New biz reported at WCAE: 
Planters Nut Co., 10 daytime an- 
nouncements per week from Mon. to 
| Fri., until May 2, through Ray Mor- 
gan. 
Rival Dog Food, five station breaks 


weekly to Aug. 1, through Charles N. | 


Silver Co. 

Vick Chemical Co., 
| weekly to April 11, 
| Int'l. 
Max Azen Furs, Fri. 


three anncts. 
through Morse 


station break 


| for 13 weeks, direct. 
Gulf Oil Co., 100-word annct. | 
'every Sat. for 13 weeks, through | 


| Young & Rubicam. 


UNION LEADER 
BUYS 2 SPOTS 


Union Leader (Lorillard) has 
bought early morning spots. on 
WHAM, Rochester, and KMA, Shen- 
andoah, Ia., which brings the re- 
| gional hookups, Michigan Network | 
and the North Central Network out 
of WLOL, Minneapolis. At KMA 
it’s news and in Rochester, a hillbilly 
show. 

Friends Tobacco, another Loril- 
lard product, last week signed up | 
with KYW, Philadelphia, for the | 
season’s baseball scores daily, start- 
ing April 5. 














‘HUDNUT, MINITRUB 
PLACE PACIFIC BIZ. 


| 
| CBS and NBC-Red Pacific links | 


each Jast week obtained a contract 
from New York agencies. 
case of Columbia it 
weekly half-hour, while the red’s | 
Coast link sold three quarter-hour | 
news periods to Minitrub (Young &|} 
Rubicam). Benton & Bowles is the 
agency on Hudnut. 
Cosmetic deal is 
Showcase,’ a KNX, | 
with Lud Gluskin as batonist and 
Ken Niles, the m.c. Series stants | 
April 1 and involves 14 stations. | 
| 


In the | 
was Hudnut, 


| 
| 
} 
for 

Lams, 


‘Hollywood | 
sustainer, 


Mann Holiner will supervise the 
| production for the agency. 
Benton & Bowles’ original idea had 
|! been to buy local shows in various 
markets but it found that the quality 
of material it sought was practically 
unavailable. If the ‘Showcase’ clicks 
it will be given a crosscountry hook: | 
up. 





KWK, St. Louis, has inaugurated 
a ‘Furniture Grab Bag’ program, six 
times weekly, for the Franklin Fur- 
niture Co., St. Louis, patterned some- 
what after the ‘Pot O Gold’ 


Talent is recorded dance music. 


AilL. 


Wx YZ, ‘Det.. Unrolls Gold. Carpet of 


Showmanship to Mark Power Boost 


Detroit, Feb. 18. 
Just about every form of known 
advertising will be used by Station 
WXYZ here in exploiting its expan- 


{dramatic shows, ‘The Lone Ranger, 
‘The Green Hornet’ and ‘Ned Jordan, 
Secret Agent,’ which means tossing 
'together action of 1860 and 1941. 


|sion to 5,000-watts night power on| The station is buying space in 
Feb. 21. Taking the rubber off the ‘trade journals, daily newspapers | 
| bankroll, George W. Trendle is di- | throughout the Detroit area and 
'recting a campaign with the idea of weeklies throughout Lower Michi- 
reaching the listeners, the sponsor, | gan, Ohio and Indiana as well as the 
the advertising agency, the distribu- weekly nabe journals of Detroit. . 
tor, the retailer and the wholesaler. To insure listener attention, special 
WXYZ also has tossed a dilly into | counter cards have been placed in 
the lap of the studio writing staff | 5.500 ret ail stores. More than 1,600 
since one of the highlights of the | display cards go up Inside and out- 
| exploitation campaign is a half-hour side Detroit, using suburban street- 
dedicatory program for the opening Cars and buses. A total of 80 motion 
night, The writers are up to their picture theatres in Detroit and sur- 
necks since they have to prepare a n¢ cities will carry 
composite of three of the s n’s ; trailers for a 10-day period d, 


the same time, there’s a direct mail 
campaign to the time buyers and 
sponsors, 


| On the dedicatory program a bid 
will be made for listener response 
with the presentation of cash awards 
totaling $300 and the distribution of 
10.000 special ‘Lone Ranger’ 
luck emblems. The cash prizes, to 
be paid off in silver minted between 
| 1860 and 1880 when the Lone Ranger 
is supposed to have ranged the 
prairies, goes with a top prize of $100 
for the best letter describing the 
program. The good luck emblems go 
to anybody who asks for one. 

The 
000 watts daytimes for a year, 


7 


, 1 
tatinn he EN 
ation nas oeen 


operating on 


WCAE’s Recent Coates 


| executives 


| Store 


station, 


good ] 





San Francisco, Feb. 18. 
Breakdown of local department 
store -antipathy towards radio is 
| being accomplished gradually, with 
| NBC outlets KGO and KPO still 
' doing their utmost to win the good- 


will of the merchants. Latest 
move in this direction was the 
airing of three half-hour broad- 
casts, the first live talent and the 
others delayed transcriptions of 
ithe same show, in connection 
with a testimonial dinner last 


Wednesday (12) honoring employees, 
and companies’ which 
have given 35 years or more of serv- 
ice to San Francisco business. At 
the dinner in the Palace Hotel's 
Palm Court, 850 men and women 
witnessed a KGO broadcast which 
reviewed in narrative and drama 100 
years of San Francisco history, pay- 
ing tribute to the city’s mé4rchants, 
printers, shipbuilders, ete. The plat- 
| ters were aired on KGO the follow- 
ing night and on KPO Friday. 

As a further gesture, Manager Al 
Nelson of KGO and KPO presented 
copies of the record to a number of 


| leading business men. 


Any move to arouse and stimulate 
department store interest in radio is 
eagerly watched by all local sta- 
tions, although KFRC has garnered 


| most of the plums to date with Hast- 
| ings (men’s furnishings) sponsoring 


a total of three hours’ air 
weekly, O’Connor Moffatt & Co. (de- 
partment store) bankrolling daily 
morning newscasts, and Roos Bros. 
paying for the weekly half- 
hour ‘Whodunit?’ show. Pauson’s 
men’s store has signed for three 
weekly Musical Clock participations 
on KPO and Hale Bros. (department 
store) has bought spots on KPO and 
other stations, Leaders among the 
hold-outs are The Emporium, the 
White House and the City of Paris, 
but now that the ice has been 
broken the stations are all hoping 
they’ll come through with an ac- 
count or two before long. 


ASCAP IN BALTO 
VIA OPENING 
OF WITH 


Baltimore, Feb. 18. 
Plenty of demand continuing, here 
for newscasts and stimulated selling 


time 








of extended local shows also re- 
ported by all stations. Outlook con- 
sidered buliish for near future. 


New WITH, Tom Tinsley’s 250 watt 
set to bow in March, has 
been lining up sponsors for newscasts 


every hour on the hour. Will also 
be only local station operating all 
night as well as carrying ASCAP 
license with several niteries already 
reported sold for remote Modest 
rate card aimed at local biz hoped to 
attract new users to radio. 

WBAL: Chesapeake & Potomac 
Telephone Co., six 75-word spots; 
Marlin Firearms Co. (razor blades), 
through Craven & Hedrick, 65 one- 
minute announcements; Loyola Fed- 
eral Saving & Loan, through 
Maurice Azrael, 159 spots; Free State 
Brewery, through Harry J. Patz, 312 
spots. 

WCAO: Packard Motors, through 
Young & Rubicam, 15 one-minute 
| announcements; Simon & Schuster 
(publishers), selling manual on in- 


come tax via Northwest Radio Adv., 








in daily five-minute announcements, 
| 

HAMM SPONSORS BOUTS 
Minneapoiis, Feb. 18. 

Hamm Brewing Co. is sponsoring 
a blow-by-blow broadcast account 
of the current Golden Gloves box 
ing tournament from the Minne- 
apolis Auditorium currently over 
WCCO. 

Rollie Johnson and Eddie Gal- 
laher, WCCO sports’ announcers, 
jare at the mike. 


. 


it 
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Jergens Buys ‘Just Music’ (Symphony ) 
Discs Series on WOXR, New York 





Andrew Jergens Co. has bought 
the seven-nights-a-week 60-minute 
‘Just Music’ series over WQXR, New 
York, starting March 1. Sponsor will 
plug a number of its products on 
the program, among them being Jer- 


and Woodbury’s facial soap, cream 
and powder. Lennen & Mitchell is 
the agency. 

‘Just Music’ {s a recorded series 
containing announcements only at 
the half-hour mark and the close. 
It consists of symphonie and semi- 
classic compositions. 

WHN: Axton-Fisher Tobacco Co. | 
(Himyar Shredded Tobacco), through | 


Weiss & Geller, Inc. ‘Today's | 
Baseball.’ quarter-hour program 7 
nights weekly, 26-week contract; | 


Wise Shoe Co., Inc., through Lester | 
Harrison Associates, participation in | 


‘Cinderella Hour’: Parker Brothers 
(Dig), through Clements Co., Inc., 
station-break announcements: K. 


Arakelian, Inc. (Mission Bell Wines), 
throuch Firestone Advertising Serv- 
ice, Inc., daily spot announcements, 
52-week contracts: Packard Motor 
Car Co., throush Young & Rubicam, 
spot announcements: Roxy theatre 
and 20th Century-Fox Film Corp., 
through Kayon-Spiero Co., an- 
nouncements: B. Manischewitz Co. 
(souv), through A. B. Landau, Inc.., 
station-break announcements,  52- 
week contract: Barney’s Clothes, 
through Emil Mogul! Co.. participat- 
{ng announcements: Stadiler’s Shcees, 
Inc., through Byrde. Richard and 
Pound. announcements: Web- 
ster-Fisenlohr, Inc., throuch Roberts 
and announcements, 


at 
snot 


Reimers. snot 
13-week contract. 
WMCA: Music Box-Lvceum 
atres, Kavton-Spiero, spot 
announcements: Conti Products 
Corp., through Bermingham, Cast 
man & Pierce, 52 announcements 
weekly, 52-week contract: Packard 
, through Young & Rubi- 
cam, 15 one-minute announcements: 
Community Opticians, through Com- 
monwealth Advertising Agency, re- | 
newal, seven quarter-hour programs | 
weekly, 13 weeks. | 
| 
| 


the- 


through 


le- 


| 
| 
| 


WOR: O-Cedar Corp., through H. 
W. Kastor, participation in ‘Ed Fitz- 
gerald,” Monday through Friday. to 
May 16; Packard Motor Car Co., | 
through Young & Rubicam, one- 
minute announcements, nine weekly 
for two weeks; John Morrell & Co. 
(Red Heart Dog Food), through 
Henri, Hurst & McDonald, 13 chain- 
break announcements: Macfadden 
Publications (True Story), through 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, six station-break 
announcements weekly for 
weeks; Beaumont Co., Inc. Four- 
Way Cold Tablets), renewals, par- 
ticipation in ‘Here’s Morgan’ for two 
weeks: Longines Wittenauer (Co.. | 
through Arthur Rosenberg Co., 
newal, evening time signals, six 
daily, seven times weekly: S. A. 
Schonbrunn & Co. (Savarin Coffee), 
through M. H. Hackett, renewal, four 
Sstation-break announcements: 
nois Meat Co., through 
Meyerhoff Co. ‘Play 
half-hour program, 
sion: Wheatena 


two 


Broadcast,’ 
one-week exten- 
Corp., through 


Compton Advertising, three quar- 


ter-hours weekly, six-week exten- 
|sion; Parker Bros., through Clem- 


gens lotion, face cream and powder | 


re- | 


Tlli- | 
Arthur | 


ents Agency, renewal, participation 


in ‘Ed Fitzgerald’ and ‘Here’s Mor- | 


gan.’ 

WQXR: Andrews Jergens Co., 
through Lennen & Mitchell, Inc., 
‘Just Music,’ one-hour’ program, 


seven times weekly; Joseph Martin- 
son & Co. (Martinson’s 
through Al] Paul Lefton Co., Inc., 13 
station breaks weekly, 52-week con- 
tract, fifth consecutive year on 
WQXR. 


OPPOSITE TO CURE? 


United Diathermy Cited by FTC for 
Misrepresentation 


Washington, Feb. 18. 
Misrepresentation in radio, news- 


paper and other advertising has 
been charged against United Dia- 
thermy, Inc., of New York, distrib- 


utors of an electrical device 
allegedly cures rheumatism, arthritis 
and other diseases of the bones and 
joints. 

Severe burns, instead of relief, may 


be sustained by individuals who be- | 
lieve in ads saying that ‘United Short | 


Wave Diathermy’ is a cure for the 
rheumatiz, the Federal Trade Com- 
mission warned. Apparatuses may 
be safely used only after competent 
medical authority has been obtained, 
plus instruction in the use of the 
device by a ‘trained operator.’ Un- 


der ordinary conditions severe elec- | 


tric burns ‘or other serious injury’ 
may result from the ‘unskilled -self- 
application’ of the cure-all. 
Complaint alleges that the respond- 
ent’s apparatus ‘is not competent for 


treating acute arthritis, neuritis, and 


bursitis, as distinguished from 
chronic cases of such disorders.’ 





Omar Flour of Omaha 
Cuts Quarter Hours 


With Larsen and Bake 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 
Omar flour mills of Omaha, Neb. 
readying a radio disc campaign for 
its Wander Flour product. At NBC 
here they are waxing a series of 15- 
minute platters, with the programs 
to be titled ‘Musical 
and containing Larry Larsen at the 
organ with Gene Baker singing 
hymns 
Set 
agency 
platters 
midwest. 


through the Havs-McFarlar:! 
here. with the series of 13 
be spotted through the 


to 


Virginia Safford, whose ‘Column of 
the Air,’ is broadcast over WCCO 
at 8:30 am. Saturdays for Nash 


Coffee. has gone on a trip to Guate- | 


mala and won’t return until March. 





Renner Brewing Co. is presenting | 


a 15-minute Monday through Friday 


| program, ‘On Wings of Songs,’ over 


WFMJ, Youngstown, O. 


Coffee), | 


which | 


Meditations’ | 


| DES MOINES PLACEMENTS 





One-Minute Announcements Booked 


From Many Advertisers 





Des Moines, Feb. 18. 


Latest compilations of recent time 
|contracts passed out in this Iowa 
metropolis follow: 
KRNT 

North American Accident Inc. Co., 
threugh Franklin Bruck agency, 5 
| minute programs. 
National Refining Co., one minute 
| announcements through Sherman K. 
Ellis, New York. 


| Manhattan Soap Co., news pro- 
'grams through Franklin’ Bruck 
| agency. 


Dr. Pierce, one minute announce- 
,ments through H. W. Kastor & Sons. 
| Haskins Bros. (Spark) 15 minute 
| programs through Sidney Garfinkel. 

Lever Bros. (Rinso) one minute 
announcements through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan. 

Pillsbury Flour Mills, one minute 
announcements through Hutchinson 
|adv. agency. 

Sears, Roebuck, 
grams—direct. 
KSO 

Paxton & Gallagher, Omaha, 
through Buchanan-Thomas Ady, Co., 

Omaha, 162 periods (15 minutes) of 
| ‘The Other Woman.’ 

American Chicle Co. (Yucatan 
gum) through Badger & Browning, 
Boston, Mass., for 539 announce- 
ments, 1 minute each; 13-15 minute 
periods and 42-10 minute periods. 

Skelly Oil Co. through Henri- 
Hurst & McDonald, Chicago for 13 
periods of 30 minutes each on Iowa 
Barn Dance Frolic. 


daily 


news pro- 


Hurst & McDonald, Chicago, for 13 
announcements of 100 words each. 


WHO 
American Technical Schools, one 
minute announcements—-direct. 
Fulton Packing Co. announce- 
ments on Helen Watts Schreiber pro- 
gram—direct. 
Haskins Bros 


(Blue Barrel soap) 
announcements on Helen Watts 
Schreiber program, through Sidney 
Garfinkel agency. 

Green Gables one-half 


suilders, 


hour programs through W. D. Lyons | 


| agency, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 


| 
| Standard Til (ind.) one minute an- | 
| 


nouncetments through McCann- 
| Erickson. 


| - National Refining Co., one minute 


r announcements through Sherman K. | 


| Ellis, New York. 





WIBK’S GROSS $188,879 
FOR SEVEN-MONTH SPAN 


Detroit, Feb. 18. 
With more than half the fiscal 
year rolled by, latest financial re- 


ports issued by WJBK, Detroit, show | 


a marked business increase. * For the 
first seven months of its fiscal year, 
| which started June 1, 1940, WJBK 
| shows gross sales to a total of $188,- 
| 879. According to Art Croghan, 
sales manager, it represents an in- 
crease of 69° over the comparable 
period of the previous year, 

Station, on a 24-hour basis, has 
strong sponsorship among its 11 for- 
eign language broadcasts 


+ 


L 


Halsey Hall is sportscasting for 
the Twin City De Soto dealers over 
KSTP, St. Paul. 


John Morrell Co., through Henri, | 


Advertising a Foe of Dictatorship | 





‘Burton Challenges Thurman Arnold’s ‘Monopoly’ 
| Thesis—Cleverness 


~- 





KFAR, ALASKA, BIZ 


Had 38 American Advertisers on Air 
In First Year 








Fairbanks, Alaska, Feb. 4. 
National or regional advertiser at- 
| tention to this outpost of the U.S.A. 
| (Alaskan broadcasters call this a 
| $5,000,000 market) is illustrated by a 
llist of accounts on KFAR here during 


‘completed. KAR had 38 accounts 
|from the States. 


| These firms advértised to Alaska: 





Standard Oil Company of Califor- | 


nia, Frigidaire, Westinghouse, Rem- 
| ington Arms Co., Winchester Repeat- 


| 





Studebaker, Coca Cola, Florsheim | 
|Shoe Co., Woolrich Woolen Mills, 
Black Mfg. Co., National Lead Co., 


|W. P. Fuller & Co., National Grocery 
Co., Best Foods, Inc., West Coast 
| Grocery Co., Schwabacher Grocery 
Co., L. B. Garrett Co., Washington 
|Creamery Co., Canned Salmon 
| dustry, 
Assn., Lines, 


Pacific Greyhound 


| North Coast Bus Lines, Union Pacific | 


' Stages. Washington Motor Coach, 
Trick & Murray, Pacific National 
Bank, Alaska Steamship Co., Seattle 
| Fur Exchange. New Washington Ho- 
tel, West Coast Fur Sales, Washing- 
1 Quilt Mfg. Co., National Carbon 


|C»., Wincharger Corp., Pan American | 


| Airways, Caterpillar Tractors, Utah 
and Idaho Sugar Co., Pacific Ameri- 

| can Fisheries. 

| 


‘Heavy Biurb Skeds 
In Denver; KLZ’s 
Two Remedy Accts. 


Denver, Feb. 18. 
| Sales ran to announcements with 
the exception of 26 half-hqurs to the 


| Adolph Coors Brewing Co. by KLZ. | 


KLZ: Lydia E. Pinkham, through 
Erwin, Wasey, 130 announcements; 
Dr. W. B. Caldwell, through Sher- 
iman & Marquette, seven announce- 


|'ments weekly, one year; Knight- | 
Campbell Music Co., 28 announce- 
ments: Adolph Coors Co., through 
W. W. MacGruder agency; Site 


announcements. 


| Service Stations, 78 
Corp., through 


KOA: Dwarfies 
Buchanan-Thomas, 20 announce- 
ments: Sheaffer Pen Co., through 
tussel M. Seeds, 48 announcements 

KFEL: Crown Furniture a. 
through Max Goldberg agency, four 
announcements a week, six months: 
| announcement service to Alamo 
| Dairy, Gene’s Service Station, Tele- 
| phone Secretarial Service, George's 
|Coney Island, Lavender & Lace 
Dress Shop, Denver Key & Lock Co., 
| Harry’s Drug Store, Barney’s Serv- 
ice Station, Cahn-Forster Electric 
Co., Paul Fitzgerald, Harvey Phar- 
| macy, Mack’s Auto Repair Service. 
| Lawson Drug Co., Kay’s Permanent 
Wave Shop, John M. Hurley, Thomas 
R. Walker, J. E. 
| Spring Service, 


| 
1 
| 


Recreation 


4 


its first year of operation, recently | 


| ing Arms Co., Western Cartridge Co., | 


In- | 
Wash. Co-Op Egg & Poultry | 





Albany, Feb. 18 

Businessmen are busy conducting 

their own enterprises and ‘haven't 
the time to run newspapers, radio 
| and magazines,’ even if they so de. 
'sired, which they emphatically do 
not. Thus declared Elon G. Burton 
president of the Advertising Federa. 
tion of America, in an address at the 

Albany Advertising Club. Saying 
Americans ‘want no dictator contro] 
| of opinions and expressions,’ Burton 
insisted that advertising, which pays 
, the largest share of publishing costs, 
'is a very important factor in pre- 
serving editorial opinion. The AFA 
head stated big business men ‘know 
| how foolish it would be to try’ to 
run radio and the press. You can't 
muzzle and fool the American publie 
very long.’ 

Burton challenged Assistant At- 
torney General Thurman Arnold's 
claims that large advertisers obtain 
monopoly control of their fields, He 
characterized such contentions ag 
; ‘nonsense.’ Said Burton, ‘Anyone 
who knows advertising and mer- 
chandising at all well, knows by the 
very nature of advertising, the 
amount of money spent does not 
necessarily determine results. Time 
after time, some small campaign, 
cleverly, effectively planned and ex- 
ecuted, steals the show from the big 
campaigns.’ 

Advertising. which lowers the 
price of goods to the consumer by 
making mass_ production possible 
| is so sapolio that FTC, after exam- 
| ining 685,000 radio advertisements, 
300,700 newspaper insertions and 15,- 
208 mail order catalog pages last 
year, found only 730, or seven-one- 
| hundreths of one per cent, worthy 
laf investigation. Of these, continued 

Burton, only 220, or two-one-h 
dredths. called for action by 
Trade Commission. 





nN. 
ath 


the 


NAT'L DEFENSE DOUGH 
SPURS DETROIT UNITS 


Detroit, Feb. 18 

More than hinting at the fact that 
radio buying is following in the 
wake of the heavy Government de- 
fense orders, Detroit, after several 
weeks of slow but steady mounting, 
took a healthy leap upward this 
week, providing further evidence of 
studio predictions of a boom year. 
Gains were chalked up in all cate- 
gories, national spot hanging up bet- 
ter than a 10 per cent improvement. 





KYW, Philadelphia, recently upped 
to 50,000 watts, being advertised 
in the new territory now covered 
by the outlet by signs on 500 Public 
Service busses which run between 
here and 195 South Jersey 
munities, 


1S 


com- 


Palmer Excelsweld Co., 
Insurance Co., William’s Grill, 


Sun Life 
Wel- 


Terry, Western | ker Service Station and Therapeutic 
Co., | Bath Institute. 























COMPARATIVE 


RADIO BUSINESS UNI 


T INDEX 



































- (BASED ON VARIETY RADIO MARKETS) 
Network Local National Total 
Units. Units. Spot Units, Units. 
Change over last week...... :cabee — 0.1% - 3.4% + 2.2% 1 1.4% 
Exchange over same week 1940.... +15.5% 110.8% 2.2% +115% 
| CURRENT CITY-BY-CITY BUSINESS ACTIVITY 
| (FEBRUARY 15 COMPARED TO FEBRUARY 8) 
BALTIMORE | DENVER | DETROIT | SALT LAKE C 
j . : AL al CITY | SAN FRANCISCO 
Network Local National Total Network Local National Total Network Local National Total Network Local National Total | Network Local National Total 
if nits Units Spot l nits Units Units Units Spot Units Units! Units Units SpotUnits Units! Units Units Spot Units Units; Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,130 4,665 1,517 15,252 | 8,175 4,452 1,690 14,317 | 9,596 12,293 4,895 26,784 7,796 2,317 626 10,739 | 10,896 3,620 1 936 16,452 
9,035 4,350 1,574 14,959 | 8,160 4,249 1,658 14,067 | 9,476 11,911 4,421 25,908 8,086 2,219 634 10,939 | 10,806 3,588 11945 16,339 
41.1% +5.9% —3.6% me. 2% | +0.2% +4.8% +1.9% +1.8% | +13% 43.2% +10.7% +3.4% | —3.6% +-4.4% —1.3% —18% | 4 0.8% 409% 05% -! 0.7% 
(Included: WBAL. WCAO, WCBM, | Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) | (Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJB, (Included: KOYL, KSL, KUTA) | (Included KFRC KGO, KJBS KPO 
WFBR) | WMBC, WWJ, WXYZ) | KSFO)|. —s 
CHICAGO DES MOINES LOS ANGELES ao SAN ANTONIO. SEATTLE 
Network Local National Total Network Local National Total Network Local National Total Network Local National Total Network I ocal National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units; Units Units SpotUnits Units; Units Units SpotUnits Units! Units Units Spot Units Units! Units Units Ss ot Units Units 
9,915 7,166 11,444 28,525 | 7,821 2,763 2,926 13,510 | 13,208 9,018 1,481 23,707 6,220 8,251 1,419 15,890 6 357 10,774 , 691 17,822 
9,845 6,255 11,309 27,409 | 8,038 2,684 2,976 13,698 | 13,181 8,775 1,414 23,372 6,251 8,437 1,391 16,079 6.355 10,667 692 17,714 
40.7% +146%  +1.2% +4.1% |—2.7%  +2.9% —1.7%  —14% 140.2% 428%  4+46% +1.4% |—05% —22% 42% —12%/) ‘© 41% —0.1% +0.6% 
- 
; . as | *No change 
(Includedi: WBBM, WENR, WGN, (Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) (Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KH4J, | (Included: KABC, KMAC. KON a edna CRSC) 
WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) KNX) | KTSA, WOAI) | git ae 
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QUICK AIR PEACE UNLIKELY 





_—— 


The ASCAP Cliveden Set’ 





Stormy session is anticipated when the general ASCAP membership 
is called together during the coming week or so to ratify the consent 
decree which has been worked out with the U. S. Department of 


Justice. 


Flow of reincrimination is expected to go on for hours before 


an actual vote is taken, with the main target being the ASCAP board 


of directors as now constituted. 


Inkling of what is to come has already made itself evident via an 
eight-page letter sent yesterday (Tuesday) to the ASCAP board by 


Benee Russell, an ASCAP writer. 


In his letter Russell excoriates the 


board for what he terms its manhandling of the new radio contract 
and not taking into consideration the opinions or wishes of the rank 


and file of ASCAP members. 


Russeli’s letter also calls on ‘certain’ 


members of the board to resign forthwith and closes with the shib- 
boleth, ‘The ASCAP Cliveden Set Must Go!’ 





j 
| 
| 


| 
| 











| ASGAP Yields to Reforms 


Continued from page 1 








operation will likely be handled be- 
fore Judge Henry W. Goddard in 
the N. Y. federal court. ASCAP it- 
self will have to go through the 
process of calling a general meeting 


| 
| 
| 


of the membership for the purpose | 
of ratifying the decree and of elect- | 
ing a new board of directors, which 


move will throw 
mechanism of a_ self-perpeutating 
board. This general meeting has 
been set for tomorrow’ evening 
(Thursday) at the Astor hotel, N. Y. 
ASCAP will also be required to 
make changes in its bylaws affecting 
the authority of the new _ board, 
methods of classification and royalty 
cistribution and other organizational 


functions made mandatory by the 
decree. 
Reason that the board didn’t ap- 


prove the glecree at  yesterday’s 
(Tuesday) meeting was that several 
directors who were out of town had 
asked that action be deferred until 
they could have a representative on 
hand. These were Louis Bernstein, 
head of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co.; 
Jack Robbins, head of the Metro- 
Robbins group; and George Fischer, 
of J. Fischer Bros. Bernste'n is in 
Florida and Robbins is in Cuba. Fact 
that the board yesterday ordered that 
the membership be brought together 
at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday (20) indi- 
cated assurance that the pact would 
go through at today’s session. 

The board spent all day Monday 
(17) studying and discussing the 


——— 





Choice of Method 





U. S. Department of Justice 
has two methods for establish- 
ing the consent decree with 
ASCAP as a court order. It can 
either start an entirely new suit 
incorporating alleged acts re- 
lated to the terms of the decree 
in the complaint, or it can amend 
the complaint which it filed with 
the N. Y. federal court against 
ASCAP in 1934. 

Trial on the latter complaint 
occurred before Judge Henry 
W. Goddard in the summer of 
1935 and after several weeks of 
it Government counsel asked for 
an indefinite adjournment. The 
indications are that the proced- 
ure will be the filing of an en- 
tirely new suit in the local dis- 
trict court, with Judge Goddard 
sitting on the matter. 








into discard the | 





terms and possible affects of Clause 
No. 1, the crux of the decree as far 
as ASCAP was concerned. Under 
the original provision of this clause 
ASCAP would have been barred 
from continuing to operate as both 
a collector and allocator of royal- 
ties collected for its members. It 
would have had to stipulate in ad- 
vance the compensation to each 
member and could not, as it does 
now, leave it to the writer and pub- 
lisher classification committees to 
determine what each member's 
share of the receipts should be. The 

















the licensing direct, or ASCAP 
may go on doing the licensing, 
but in any event ASCAP does 
the collecting and distributing 
of the royalties involved as_ it 
sees fit. 


4. Under no circumstances 
may an ASCAP member license 
a work or catalog to Broadcast 
Music, Inc. As a result of this 
taboo ASCAP stands protected 
against the weaning away of its 
membership and the _ prohibi- 
tion in effect serves as a bind- 
ing force upon the 10-year con- 
tracts which ASCAP now has 
with its members. 


All counsel associated 
ASCAP were unanimous in 
affirmation at Monday’s meeting 
that Class No. 1 as it now stands 
makes it possible for ASCAP to con- 
tinue to operate as a solidified unit, 
and that it can go on administering 
its members’ performing rights af- 
fairs as effectively as it has in the 
past. The ogre which until the past 
weekend had loomed up before 
ASCAP, and which its spokesmen 
held was tantamount to the dis- 
integration of the Society, con- 
cerned the provision in the original 
decree which deprived ASCAP of 
its discretionary powers over roy- 
alty distribution. While a faction 


with 
their 


| 
| 


__+ 


|U. S. Department 


MUST 





AabhP 

















CMT ADJUSTMENT 


‘Music Men Realize Broad- 
casters Face Involved Prob-, 
lems—Especially the Ques-, 





tion of How Performance 


Fees Are to Be Split Up— 
Many Broadcasters Disin- | 


clined to Do Business on 
Any Basis 


ASCAP ‘RESPECTABLE’ 





Even though the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers setiles its tangle with the 
of Justice by 


| March it may be another month or 


| 
| 


problems to 


two before ASCAP music is again 
heard on the networks. The broad- 
casters themselves have quite a few 
solve before their 
spokesmen can even sit down to 
work out a contract with ASCAP, 
and these complications may in- 


crease as time goes on to the point | 
| where 


the radio industry becomes 
enmeshed in a serious financial and 


| factional muddle. 


on the present ASCAP board viewed | 
' the non-exclusive feature with much 


misgivings, it was generally agreed 
that Poletti had performed an ex- 
cellent job in getting the revisions 
he did. He had, at least, induced the 
Justice Dept. to remove the ‘poison’ 
which could have killed the Society. 


This non-exclusive setup is not 
new to ASCAP. It was the system 
which prevailed between 1914 and 


1921, but in 
members 


due 
became 


time publisher 
involved in so 


much chiseling that it was decided | 


to relieve them of the right to 
license directly and to invest the 
exclusive rights with ASCAP, Even 


| though ASCAP’s directorate, which 


is composed of 12 writers and 12 
publishers, retains the power of dis- 
tribution, the change in the board 
of directors by election from the 
ranks is expected to have severe 
repercussions on the ASCAP income 


|of current top-rating members, par- 


| decree. 


faction. It is 
anticipated that under the new 
regime there will prevail a more 
enlightened and considerate attitude 
toward the smaller publishers and 
writers that have been coming up 
during the past few years and that 
when a low-rating member appears 
in quest of a raise before a commit- 
tee he will not be made to feel that 
he is faced with men whose lone 
concern is to protect their own and 
to maintain the status quo. 


BMI may. after the ASCAP decree 
has been filed, ask the Milwaukee 
federal court to amend its own 
(BMI's decree) so that the terms will 
conform with those in the ASCAP 
This move is provided for 


ticularly the writer 


‘in Clause Five of the BMI decree. 


compromise made with the Govern- | 


menf as to Clause No. 1 was as fol- 
lows: 


1. ASCAP may no longer ac- 
Quire or assert any exclusive 
performing right in any musical 
composition. 

2. This right now becomes an 
non-exclusive one. 

3. ASCAP shares the right to 
license a work or catalog with 
its copyright owner, or owners. 
The publisher, or writer, may do 


BMI is not required to put the terms 
of the decree into operation ‘until 
90 days after copy of the consent or 
final decree binding upon ASCAP 


| shall be served on BMI, provided 


that if BMI thinks the requirements 


| binding on ASCAP are not substan- 


tially identical with the BMI de- 
cree, BMI has 20 days within which 
to apply to the Court for the deter- 
mination of that question.’ Also that 
the BMI decree doesn’t become 
operative ‘until the Court's deter- 


mination that the two decrees are 


SAonticnal’ 
1aentica.. 


With the industry deeply involved 
in Broadcast Music, Inc., and to an 
amount estimated between $3,500,000 
and $4,000,000, the vast majority of 
broadcasters, from present indica- 
tions, are still in a militant mood 
and would prefer to go on indefi- 
nitely without ASCAP music. But 
against this inclination the industry 
might find it expedient to match the 
question of public opinion. The Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
has in statements to the press de- 
clared that the industry it repre- 


sents is barred from treating with 
the Society because the U. S. gov- 


ernment had termed ASCAP to be 
operating in violation of the law. 
Through the mechanics of the con- 
sent decree ASCAP has bathed it- 
self of illegality. In the eyes of the 
law it is now a ‘respectable’ business 
organization. The Government has 
let down the barrier and the ques- 


tion that broadcasters may have to | 
another Govern- | 


mull over is how 
ment reservation, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, might re- 
act to situation in light of the 
public interest, convenience and 
necessity dictates of the radio law. 


the 


Headaches 

Where, it is anticipated, radio’s 
big headache will loom from is the 
provision in the consent decrees of 
both ASCAP and BMI which makes 
it mandatory for a copyright owner 
or his delegated licensor to collect 
the music fee at the source. Before 
the networks can sit down with 
ASCAP they must first meet with 
their respective affiliates and decide 
what share of this fee on network 
programs will be absorbed by 
affiliate. Some broadcasters are of 


the opinion that this angle will 
prove a hard nut to crack unless the 
networks assent to a formula which 
would make the affiliate obligated 
only for a share which is in pro- 
portion to the percentage of the 
compensation it received from the 
network on hookup time sales. In 
the case of NEC tlt hare of the 


network rate ranges between 20% 
and 3712%. 

The networks are already faced 
with a similar problem in the in- 
stance of the new BMI contracts, 
effective April 1. Under this con- 
tract the networks have agreed to 
pay BMI a flat fee of 112° on its net 
income from hookup facilities. 

NBC admits that there has been 
some pressure from agencies and 
clients to clear up the music situ- 
ation. but it adds that this pres- 
sure ‘has not been too severe.’ Even 
if the netwoks were inclined to set- 
tle the controversy as conveniently 


4 





as possible, they must consider the 
strongly voiced sentiment of their 
affiliates that they (the affiliates) 
have found it practical to get along 
without ASCAP music and that if 
the networks find they must have it 
the solution is entirely theirs 

In some broadcasting quarters it 





WAIT BMI Moves to Cut in Upon ASCAP 


Payments From Canadian Radio: 





‘This Is Too Much’ 





Member of an ASCAP pub- 
| lishing firm, after observing a 
| girl trio making use for weeks 
| of one of the company’s re- 
| hearsal rooms, suddenly became 
| curious last week and stepped 
| into the soundproof quarters. 
| The girls were working on a 
BMI number. 

The ASCAP pub then learned 
that BMI had been their lone 
source of material since the first 
of the year and that all their 


been on BMI songs. The pub- 
lisher stated that the morale of 
the employes as the result of 
the ASCAP-radio war was bad 
enough without their listening 
to BMI tunes on the premises 
and he suggested that the girls 
ask BMI to furnish them with a 
rehearsal room. 











NO NEW ASCAP 
"TUNES CRAMPS 


LICENSEES 


Various record playing radio sta- 








the | 


tions throughout the country which 


rehearsing in these quarters had * 


| 
| 


| Board, headed by Justice A. K. Mac- 


CBC Is Benevolent to Move 


Montreal, Feb. 18. 
A three-man Copyright Appeals 


lean, is now deciding whether 
Broadcast Music of Canada, Inc., is 
to be permitted to edge in on the 
royalty gravy from Canadian radio 
stations, For the past 16 years the 
Canadian Performing Rights Society 
has held the sole and exclusive right 
to license the use of music for broad- 
casting purposes. CPRS, which 
claims all rights in Canada over mu- 
sic controlled by ASCAP (some 2,- 


, 000,000 numbers of which about 210,- 


000 are filed with the Canadian 
Copyright Office) has been getting 
8 cents royalty per annum per radio 
receiving set in Canada. The CPRS 


|is now seeking for an increase to 


| 


14 cents per set. 

At the hearings before the Copy- 
right Appeals Board in Ottawa last 
week Broadcast Music of Canada, 


| Inc. contended that since they con- 


! 


| 
| 
| 


trolled all BMI music in Canada, 
much in the same way that CPRS 
represented ASCAP, then Canadian 
broadcasters should split the roval- 
ties between CPRS and Broadcast 
Music of Canada. 

Legal counsel for the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. backed stand of 
Broadcast Music of Canada, stating 
that part of the royalties should go 
to BMI. CBC counsel contended 
however, that the 8-cent royally 


|should be decreased rather than in- 


} 


} 


creased on grounds that where gov- 
ernment stations formerly gave 68% 


| of time to musical shows music is 


now used only on 42 to 
broadcasting time. 
Following conclusion of hearings 


48% of 


| have taken out American Society of | indications were that the Copyright 


| Composers, Authors and Publishers 
|licenses and failed to align with 
Broadcast Music Inc., may find them- 
|selves forced into buying a BMI 
|license if current situations hold. 
| If ASCAP music publishers continue 
to hold back songs until the current 
radio-ASCAP impasse is relieved, 
|thereby forcing record companies 
into cutting more and more BMI 
stuff, there will be less and less re- 
|corded pop material for the ex- 
clusive ASCAP license holders to 


turntable. 
There aren’t too many outlets 
which find themselves in the pre- 


| dicament of having only ASCAP per- 


mits. WNEW, New York, which 
uses many hours a day of recorded 
programs, is one. 


ANTI-POOLING BILL 


Missourl Democrat Sees Performance 
Fees As An Evil 


St. Louis, Feb. 18. 


Paul E. Turner, Democrat of St 
Joseph, last week introduced a bill 
ithe Missouri legislature to do 
away with the ‘monopolistic practice 
of copyright music pools by putting 
the control of public music playing 
within the structure of the state’: 
rigid anti-trust statutes Discussing 
his reasons for introducing the meas- 


ure Turner said, ‘The production and 


creation of 
education and training 
And you can’t hear any good music 
over ‘the radio any more. Besides, 
music can’t be played in a theatre, a 
ballroom or even a tavern without 
paying so much a seat, or so much a 
year and its not right. Everybody's 
complaining. Turner blamed the 
ASCAP-BM I screp for the situation. 


musie is necessary for the 


of our youth 


The bill would make it unlawful 
for two or more persons ‘holding 
copyrighted works to pool] their in- 


terests 


fees or issuing blanket licenses 
cially. 


is believed that before the N.A.B. 


acts on negotiating an agreement 
with ASCAP it might find it neces- 
sary to call a special convention of 


mbership. 


for the purpose of collecting 
for 
the right to use the music commer- 


Appeals Board might submit entire 
question to Parliament with sugges- 
tion that new legislation be enacted 
to establish a clear and -more com- 
prehensive copyright law. Ruling 
expected in two weeks. 





BETTER MIXING ‘ 


| 








| 


| 


[IS BMI GOAL 


BMI is organizing a Publishers 
Co-ordination Service for the 111 
music publishing houses now in the 





fold, with object of stimulating 
greater variety and better balance in 
| radio programming. Idea is to in, 


press publishers with necessity for 
digging into catalogs for listenable 
tunes which are not being used and 
plugging them consistently. It is 


| freely recognized that there has been 
}t00 much dependance on a few pop- 


ular BMI tunes and Co-ordination 
Service is regarded as best remedy 
for lethargic attitude. New BMI 
Service intends to promote and en- 
courage a sort of musical ‘Treasure 
Iiunt’ among performers, band lead- 
ers and publishers. 

Reported that approximately 1,000 
manuscripts a day from aspiring 
tunesmiths are now pouring into 
BMI offices. Only about one song 
in a thousand is found suitable for 
publication or radio. Survey shows 
that nine professional musicians 
originated most of the 50 numbers 
recently selected from 50,000 manu- 
scripts submitted. Among * rofes- 
sionals were included Horace Heidt, 
band leader, and Edgar Guest. Lat- 
ter collabed with Maurice Wetzel, 
Chicago radio program director, on 
‘At Home, When Lights Are Low.’ 


Lou Mindling Quits MCA 

Lou Mindling bows out as an exec 
of Music Corp. of America this “SF 
to go into publicity work on his o® 
He was a salesman at MCA, work- 
ing both the night club and band 
field. 

Before his MCA affiliation Mind- 
ling was connected with the Bob 
Taplinger publicity group. 
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‘Kraft Regrets Conflicting Reports 


Sentence May Be Indirect Reference to Bing Crosby’s 


Attitude—Cheese Firm Uses Standard Form 


in the a et- 


Kraft Cheese Co., 


ter it ls sending out to com pl ants 
about the music on its program ~taiche 
recognition by inference of the ru- 
mors circulated during the past tv 

months regarding Bing Crosby's at 
titude of disgust and boredom 
toward the ASCAP-radio imbroglio. 
The ‘many conflicting poris,” states 


the letter, 
radio listeneis 

Kraft’s standby 
the subject follows: 

‘Your post card to our New 
York office, commenting on the 
music now being heard t! 
Kraft Music Hall program, has 
been brought to the writer’s al- 
tention, 

‘We appreciate your interest in 
the Hall, and greatly regret that 
the discussions between the 
American Society of Composers 
and Publishers (ASCAP) and the 
broadcasting companies ‘(who 
lease us time on the radio 
tions) has deprived many gf our 
listeners of some of their favor- 
{te songs, at least for the time 
being. We regret also that many 
conflicting and often distorted 
reports of this disagreement are 
being circulated, still further 
distressing radio listeners. 

‘There is little or nothing that 
Kraft and other radio sponsors 
can do about this situation until 
ASCAP and the networks come 
to an agreement. Meanwhile, 
we are doing our best to provide 
enjoyable entertainment for you 
with the music available, and we 
are confident that you will bear 
with us in the spirit of fair play, 
realizing that we are in much 
the same position as you. 


on e 


Sta- 


‘We are always glad to have 
the comments of our listeners, 
and ‘thank you for taking the 
trouble to write. 

Sin 
KRAFT C 


yours, 
HEESE COMPANY, 
W. G. Shanks 
Assistant Adertising Manager, 





‘Pantomimic Music’ Is 
Latest Orchestral Stunt: 


Raymond Scott Uses It 


Scott 


‘silent music’ 


Raymond has 

stunt he calls 
a laugh getter on stage shows, 
= 


other word for pantomime. 


As the band is driving along on one |} 


of Scott's 
denly 
continue 
were; 


the 
out 
and act 


specialties 
pushing 
look 


men 
note Se 
as 


stop 
to 


happened and the audience 
it has momentarily lost its 
Stunt extends to solo 
ists, who get up under spotlight 
go through all the motions, 
nothing. 

* Scott band goes 
theatre, New York, Friday 


SIR THOMAS BEECHAM 


(21). 





T0 BATON | IN MEXICO exvects to 


Mexico Ci 
Sir Thomas alten 
the London Phil 
has been eng 
by the Mexican Symphonic 
tra. 


Feb. 18. 


He is due here in the spring. 
| 


Beecham is the first Briton to con- 
He will be the} 
of the} 


duct this orchestra 
first foreign guest conductor 
season, 





—_ 


McGee’s Band Revamp 


Johnny McGee fired his 


Site College, Amherst. Fle 


enable the leader to fulfill 
mitments of the immediate 


his reorganized 
lines exclusively, 
his trumpeting. 


-~! VC 
aiong 


group 
buildi 


‘is still further distressing 


communication on 





developed a 
for use as 
It's an- 


sud-e | 
but 
if they 
then the unit snaps back onto 
the track and continues as if nothing 
thinks 
hearing. 
instrumental- 
and 
but play 


into the Strand | 
| 
b 
|} contract after which 
Victor. 


‘@ates of 
harmonic Orchestra, 
aged as guest conductor 
Orches- 


| Bless America,’ 
j vert to 
entire 
band last week, a day after the out- 
fit played a date at Massachusetts 
has 
since retracted the pink slips with 
certain of the men he had, who will 

rm the nucleus of a new group and 

com- 
future. 
It’s understood McGee will pattern 
sweet 


ng it around 


i Scout 





WOULDN'T COOK 


W. E. Davison of Milwaukee Sues 


Night Club Singer for Divorce 


Milwaukee, Feb. 18 


William E. a ivison, local dance 
leader, Current it Lakot a’s, a down-| 
town spot, on ” eetdan (14), Valen- | 
tine’s Day, instituted suit in the loc sal 
courts for divorce from his wife] 
Vera, a singer now appearing in a/| 

| New York nite club. 
| The bandsman charges his wife 
wouldn't cook his meals, but pre- 


ferred to frequent barrooms and used 


vile and profane language. He 
charges she left him Dec. 1, 1938. 





Jukeboxes Must Go Higher 


For Decision on Plea 
Its Girls Are ‘Partners’ 


Feb. 
gal 


18. 
try 


Bridgeport, 


Jukebox exchanges’ le to 


| have femme operators excepted from 
Connecticut 
employment after 10 


law against women's 
superior court last week. Judge John 
A. Cornell did not rule on question 
of apparatus’ status, 

Exchange owners claim that inas- 
much as girls partcipate in 
take they’re partners rather 


under law. 
up 


Decision regarding this is 
to another court, Judge Cornell 


said. 


‘BANDS AS SUNDAY NITE 


DRAW CLICK AT CENTER © 


Westchester County Center’s Sun- 


| day name band and vaude shows in | 
White Plains, N. Y., is continuing | 
| to draw healthy biz. Past Sunday 
(16), with Harry James’ and Tommy 
Tucker's bands, plus Phil Napoleon’s 
| orch playing the vaude end, spot 
| grossed around $3,800, which is very 


profitable. 

Count Basie 
bands are set for next Sunday 
in a battle of swing, with J. C. Flip- 
pen as m.c., while Charlie Barnet is 
billed for Sunday, March 2. 





Dick Rogers I Elopes With 
Singer Marjorie Black 


Dick Rogers, singer who recently 
took over leadership of the Will Os- 
borne band, eloped and was married 
at Elkton, Md., Monday (17). His 
bride was Marjorie Black, former 
vocalist with Al Kavelin. 

Rogers’ crew is on location at the 
Roseland Ballroom, New York, 


Savitt Pineles for Decca 


Jan 
tunes 


Savitt band has five more 
to do on its current Decca 
it will shift to 
It will record for the lat- | 
ter’s 35c Bluebird label. 

bel remaining numbers Savitt 
make in one clip at a 
recording date scheduled for Feb. 27. 


Qenm 


|censed by ASCAP 


p.m. came up in| 


the | 
than | 
employees and therefore do not come 


Toledoan 


and Bob Chester | 
(935 | 


| the theatre, 


| 


| Caldwell. 


British Best Sellers 


(Week Ending Jan. 18, 1941) 
Bless 'Em All .. Prowse 
Ferryboat Serenade ........Sun 
phe Aes Day .. southern 
All Over the Place. eter rr Gay 
Swiss Bellringer ..Cavendish 
All Things For You.....Chappell 
BiOTTR Bie 4ii ici cenaees .F-D-H 
nly FOrevel ciccsvvswaness Cc-C 
Blueberry Hill ..cc.c.ce- Victoria 
Our Love Affa’ RN a es ae F-D-H 











ASCAP CUTS UP 
$1,000,000 IN 
APRIL 


Despite the network {ncome cur- 





|tailment, ASCAP will have a sizeable 
‘first quarter melon to cut up April 1. 


It will be in excess of $1,000,000, 


which still figures at the rate of at 
least $4,000,000 although 
1940 saw the record high in Society’s 


annually, 


| intake. 


It totaled $7,300,000. Of this, radio 


contributed $4,000,000. In 1941, there 
are 175-odd indie radio stations li- 
although the three 


major networks are holdouts. 


“ZIEGFELD GIRL’ AS TEST 
OF NON-RADIO PLUG 


Among the first non-radio tests on 





ASCAP film song plugging will be 
Harry Link’s campaign for Metro’s 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (via Feist) now that 
| the major networks aren't open to 
ASCAP music publishers. 
Metro is collaborating with Feist 
via special transcriptions, over the 
ndie ASCAP-licensed stations, film 


other live channel ex- 


ethods. 


ti ‘ail lers, and 
oitation me 





ORGANIST IS FINED 


Charged With Causing 
Hotel Fire While Drunk 
Toledo, Oo ‘ Feb. 18. 

former organist of the 
was fined $25 and 
(13) by Judge Edgar 
who found him guilty of the 
of being drunk and disor- 
derly. Read had been arrested earlier 
in the week on a charge of 
fire to the Melrose hotel, 
which resulted in $10,000 


Haden Read, 
Esquire theatre, 
costs last week 
| Norris, 
charge 


damage and routed more than 40 
persons from their rooms, many in 
night attire, on the morning of 
Feb. 10. 

Read, who occupied a room on the 


fifth floor of the hotel, in a 
statement, told detectives he went to 
sleep in his room while smoking a 
cigaret and awoke to find flames 
coming from beneath the bed. He 
admitted drinking half a pint of 
whisky, but denied he deliberately 
set fire to his room for spite. Read 
suffered burns on his arm. 

Max Gordon is the new 
at the Esquire, managed by 


signed 


Wallace 





Victor Young is assigned to the 
screen play on ‘Caught in the Draft’ 


} at Paramount. 


Scouts $79,383.26 in Till So Far 


Irving Berlin Deeds Them Copyright on ‘God Bless 


America’ 


While at first intending to with- 
ownership to ‘God 


hold copyright 
for his estate, to re- 
them afier the initial 28 
years, Irving Berlin has decided to 
turn over the cppyright also to the 
Boy and Girl Scouts of America 
youth foundation. This is on top 
of all earnings to the Scouts. 

Last accounting, as of Feb. 1, has 
realized $79,383.26 to the Scouts 
from the songsheet sales, mechan- 


ical, performance and film (synchro- | 
pays | 


nizatfon) earnings. Berlin, Inc., 
Berlin, author of the number, 
copy, or twice his usual fee, 


turn assigning everything 


8c per 
he in 
to the 
novement, 


+ 








setting 
across from | 


organist | 


’ | Southern Music Publishing Co. 








5 Tooters Called 


Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 
Five Philadelphia tooters have 








donned the khaki within the past few 
weeks, three of them bandleaders— 
Al Small, Clem Williams, and Bob 
Sill, The others to sign up in army 
were Hal Bunting, saxophonist in 
Neil Fontaines Walton Hotel band, 
and Teddy Mack, sax man with the 
Al Fielding orchestra at the Club 


Bali, 

Two months ago, another Philly | 
bandleader, Roger Kortland, dis- 
banded his crew, i } a second 
'looie commission with the Army. 





——~—» 


ASCAP’s Special Counsel 





Gene Buck Clarifies Poletti’s Connection — Gives 


Views on Dept. of Justice Negotiations 





Charles Shribman Joins 
Consolidated as ‘Mgr.’ 


Charles Shribman, brother of Cy, 
Boston band booker, joined Consoli- 
dated Radio Artists Monday (17) as 
‘manager of personnel.’ He'll work 
on selling one-nighters and location 
dates outside of New York. Addi- 
tion doesn’t disturb Bob Bundy, one- 
nighter booker for CRA. Bundy at 
one time worked for the Shribmans 
when the latter maintained a N. Y. 
office. 

Shribman owns an interest in and 
partially personal manages, Glenn 
Miller, Gene Krupa, Woody Herman, 
Tony Pastor, Mal Hallet, Charlie Spi- 
vak and Claude Thornhill. Only 


Tony Pastor and Hallet are booked | 


by CRA. Rest are split between 
Rockwell, General Amusement and 
Music Corp. of America. 


Krupa, Scott, Goodman 





_ For Michigan’s Week-End 
Of Gala Class Dancing 


Detroit, Feb. 18. 
Instead of the customary two 
bands, University of Michigan this 


‘year brought in three name orches- 


tras and spread its usual J-Hop fes- 
tivities over two days. For the 
regular formal party, the committee 
brought in Gene Krupa and Ray- 
mond Scott combos. For the follow- 
ing night, informal, the school had in 
Benny Goodman's band. 

Idea back of the triple-header, 
two-party project, was that with the 


| ability to pull out crowds of better 


than 3,000 for the parties, the com- 
mittee had plenty of cash with 
which to work, could afford bands 
to suit all tastes and that orchestras 
tend ‘to come and go’ and it was a 
good idea to catch as many as pos- 
sible while they are up there. The 
formal-informal stunt carried ‘no 
reflection on the bands,’ 
man put it, but just was to see at 
which kind of party the collegians 
had the most fun. 


PUFFATLO FIRE-FIGHTERS 
HOOF TO LOCAL BEATS 


Buffalo, Feb. 18. 

Plugging ‘all-Buffalo unify’ 
‘good neighbor’ angle, 
dropped name band policy in favor 
of local musicians at this year’s ball 
Saturday (15). 

Harry James played the affair last 
year. This time smoke-eaters signed 
local crews batoned by Art Leard 
and George Feusi. Totaled 40 men. 








Bradford Seeks Quiz 


Of Ralph Peer in Coin Suit 





Perry Bradford, as assignee of the 
Perry Bradford Musie Publishing 


| Co., the Acme Musie Publishing Co., 
| and the Blues Music Publishing Co., 

applied to the N. Y. supreme court | 
| Monday (17) for permission to ex- | 


amine Ralph S. Peer, president of 


be- 


fore trial. Bradford is suing South- 


|ern and Gene Buck as president of 


the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers for $6,000,- 


| 000. 


Plaintif? claims that in February, 


1934, he was lent $100 by South- 


ern to be repaid within 60 days, and 
turned over as security some 41 
songs to Southern, allowing it to col- 
lect royalties on them to pay off the 
debt. Southern has refused to re- 
turn the songs, and it, acting in con- 
spiracy with ASCAP, has realized 
tremendous profits from their sale 
and distribution, Bradford claims. 
The defendants generally deny all 
charges and assert the songs to be 
worthless, 





Sammy Cahn and Saul Chaplin | 


have written seven tunes for ‘Show 
Business’ at Columbia. They are | 
‘Did Anyone Ever Tell You,’ ‘Boogie 
Woogie Man,’ ‘Time Out for Music,’ 


|'A’twiddlin My Thumbs,’ ‘Shows How | 
‘Obviously the | 


| Wrong a Gal Can Be,’ 
Gentleman og pom to Dance’ and ‘As 


}If You Didn’t Kr 


+ 


one spokes- | 


and | 
local firemen 


i for 





| Charles D. Poletti, Lieut.-Governor 

of the State of New York, and specia! 
;counsel to the New York law firm 
lof Diamond, Rabin, Botein & 
| Mackay, will receive only a $50,0u0 
| fee from ASCAP, and not two sep- 
| arate 50G stipends, totaling $100.000 
in all, as was generally believed. 
Gene Buck, president of ASCAP, ig 
authority for clarification of the 
Milton Diamond law firm’s financial 
understanding, stating that Poletti’s 
return to the scene is merely an ex- 
tension of the special consultation 
incepting last September. 

ASCAP has always retained special 
counsel, states Buck, to supplement 
Schwartz & Frohlich, their regular 
attorneys, whether it is to fight the 
sundry legislative attacks in the 21 
| states that sought to put ASCAP out 

of business, or to retain former 
| Judge Thomas D. Thacher to appear 
| before the U. S. Supreme Court on 








appeals. 
ASCAP called in Diamond's firm 
|} because Diamond personally has 


| been associated with music matters 
in the past. In addition, he is on the 
board of Decca Records, Inc. and 
also personal attorney for Herman 
Starr, of the radio negotiating com- 
mittee of ASCAP. David Mackay, of 
the Diamond, Raibin, Botein & 
Mackay office, has been RCA at- 
, torney on copyright, etc. 

Buck states that when a possible 
consent decree started to crystallize 
| itself last fall he called in the law- 
yers, whereupon Poletti devoted four 
months to its study up until the col- 
lapse of a consent in mid-December, 
|when things looked all set to go 
| through. What happened, as fre- 
quently does in such parleys with 
Thurman Arnold, the Government's 
‘trust-buster’s, so-called, on Dept. of 
Justice probes, is that when a decree 
is agreed upon in principle, it comes 
out as two other fellers when re- 
duced into legal phraseology. Thus, 
when Poletti’s findings were admitted 
to the ASCAP officers and the board 
it didn’t quite jell with their oral 
understanding, as gleaned in D. C. 


The decision to ‘fight it through’ 
thus came about, when Poletti 
dropped out of the picture. When 
Broadcast Music, Inc., took a con- 
|sent, and the Milwaukee criminal 
action was filed, the consent thing 
came to the fore once again, and 


once more Poletti was called in. But 
his same $50,000 fee to the Diamond 
| law firm covers the renewed pro- 
ceedings, and is not a supplementary 
stipend as some believed. 

‘Company Union’ 

Meantime, the same thihg that 
stymied the pre-Jan. 1 expiration of 
ASCAP radio contracts is muddling 
| matters now, notably that Clause I 
in the consent which would reduce 
the Society to a ‘policing’ organiza- 


| tion and, in general ASCAP inter- 
| pretation, would make ASCAP ‘a 
company union.’ Says Buck, ‘Ard 


> this, of course, is something that the 

Government has never sanctioned or 
' been in sympathy with, so there’s no 
reason why the Dept. of Justice 
|Should want to foist that on us, hence 
|I have every reason to believe and 
| hope for a ‘good deal’ in our behalf 
| following Mr. Poletti's and Mr, 
| Diamond’s conferences in Washing- 
|ton Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 
They've been meeting with Thur- 
man Arnold.’ 


3 N. Y. Hotels Set Bands 


Three hotel jobs in New York get 
a change of bandstand scenery about 
| the same time in mid-April. Penn- 
| sylvania and New Yorker, two of the 
more important band jobs, change 
| within a week of one another, Penn 
| bringing in Gene Krupa April 18 
to succeed Jimmy Dorsey and the 
New Yorker taking Bobby Byrne 
April 11 to follow Woody Herman. 
In both cases it’s the first hotel lo- 
cation job in New York for the 
| bands bought. 

Krupa’s stay is set at six weeks 
with an option for four. Byrne's is 
indefinite, but for about the same 
period. Dick Jurgens, popular in the 
midwest, was originally scheduled to 
follow Dorsey at the Penn. 

Waldorf-Astoria replaces the cur- 
| rent Leighton Noble on April 12 with 
| Xavier Cugat’s Latin tempos. Orrin 
Tucker, at the Biltmore, gives way to 
| Horace Heidt next week (26). 











John Leipold and Maurice Law- 
rence scoring ‘Pirates on Horseback 
Harry Sherman at Paramount. 
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ASCAP Drastically Cuts Expenses To 
Meet Shrinking Income; Clips Salaries 


4 | 
a } 





| 





Ways and Means Committee at 
the body now governing 
the exchequer (comprising Saul H. 
Bornstein, John O'Connor, Edgar 
Leslie, Otto Harbach and Gustave 
Schirmer), went on an axeing cru- 
sade last week. From a better than 
$7,000,000 gross for 1940, ASCAP 
figures it had best gauge itself for a 
decidedly lower take this year. 
In any event the Sociely finds that 
it must drastically adjust itself to 
such lowered income for the first two 
quarters of this year. If the con- 
sent decree goes through now, 
as appears very likely, and that 
potherwise Clause I is circumvented 
the financial aspect will look much 
prighter, but at the moment ASCAP 
is gearing itself for the most pessi- 
mistic potentialities. 

The budgetitis takes the shape of 
radical financial pruning. It means 
dropping of manpower, cutting of 
some of those $52,000 annual sal- 
aries of the topmost executives to 
50% thereof—Gene Buck, president 
of ASCAP, keynoted its necessity by 
making the first gesture in that di- 
rection—and the curtailment of as 
much overhead as possible. 


$7,300,000 Gross in 1940 

The $7,300,000 gross last year, 
towards which radio contributed 
better than $4,000,000, saw an almost 
25% operating expense for salaries, 
overhead, lawyers fees, etc., of which 
naturally the latter was an extra- 
ordinary amount. The cost of 
also propagandizing its case has 
meanwhile also shot the operating 
tally away up. 

Before the ASCAP panicky feeling 
develops into a morale rout, the re- 
sponsible top executives, the board 
and other Society masterminds de- 
cided on taking stock of the situa- 
tion; gripping the crisis by the 
ledgers, so to speak; and set their 

financial structure in order to best 
’ cope with things, on a business-like 
basis. Financial figures can be col- 
ored or given the switcheroo in cor- 
porate stock setups, but in an un- 
incorporated, non-profit organization 
such as ASCAP, whose business is 
supposedly that only of being a col- | 
lection agency for its WEter- pun | 
lisher members, there 


The 
ASCAP, 





| 


isn’t much 
that can be done to fool themselves | 
or the membership or the world. 

Not Kidding Selves 

Least of all now does ASCAP want | 
to kid itself into any phoney security. 
Disillusionment came Jan. 1, 1941. | 
Washington, D. C., was the scene | 
thereof—and still is. 

Kayoing the press department, 
headed by A. P. Waxman, appointed 
advertising and publicity counsel last 
but 


summer, is one evidence of 
economy. This was done against the 


judgment of both prez Gene Buck 
and general manager John G. Paine, 
but the axemen, as the Ways and 
Means Committee is now being 
called, argued they had to start 
somewhere. Besides, they asked, 
wasn’t Edwin Claude Mills, $50,000- 
a-year chairman of the executive 
committee of ASCAP. supposed to be 
v.p. in charge of public relations and 
why can’t he take it over again? He 
has. 

Saul Bornstein, for a time, carried 
the ball on this budget axeing, of 
which ASCAP treasurer G. Schirmer 
becomes an automatic member, but 
latterly John O’Connor been 
made a spearhead on where and how 
to cut. 


has 


WHITEMAN WINS FEINT 


Goes 


Ahead With Action Against | 


Artie Drelinger | 


Paul Whiteman won the first leg | 
of his suit against Artie Drelinger, 
former member of his band and 
Jack Rosenberg, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
Local 802, when Justice Samuel I. | 
Rosenman in the N. Y. supreme | 
court denied defendants application” 
fora dismissal. The court ruled that | 
the Suit states a cause of action. 

Whiteman employed Drelinger in 
March, 1938. for three years and | 
broke the contract amicably in July, | 
1939. After the settlement, Dre- 
inger claimed Whiteman owed him 
$758, and the AFM ordered the or- | 
chestra leader to pay. Whiteman | 
did so under protest and secured | 
Permission from the AFM to bring | 
an action against it and Drelinger. | 

€ was first forced to deposit the 


money with the union or suffer sus- | 
Pension, 





| sheets and up the mechanical royal- | 


| their numbers for free. 


Pirates Aboard, He Yelps 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 

Harold Geffen, local barrister who | 
put himself on record as saying 
‘what the law biz needs is more | 
plagiarism suits in the music fight,’ | 
found one recently and slapped a/| 
$10,000 suit on American Society of | 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, | 
Felix Bernard and Jack Meskill, | 
songwriters, Ray Kinney, orch lead- 
er, Decca, Best Music Co., and a bevy 
of John Does, 

He filed the suit for Ted Bentley, 
who alleges his ditty, ‘When the Lur- 
line Leaves Tonight for Honolulu’ 
was pilfered and published as ‘When 
My Dream Boat Sails Tonight for 
Honolulu.’ Action instituted in Su- 
perior court under provisions of 
common law copyright. 


Mexican Use 
Of ASCAP Wax 
By Arrangement 


San Diego, Feb. 18. 
Driven from their most lucrative 
business stand in the radio studios 
by the music fight, song pluggers are 
casting eyes south of the border for 
air exploitation to move their firms’ 











ties. Several of the ‘professional’ | 
ren have invaded the Mexican side 
of the line with apparent good re- 
sults. 

Calling on the 250,000-watt stations | 
at Tijuana and Rosarita Beach, hard 
by here, they offer the recordings of 
Sites natur- 


| ally grab them and it’s considered a 


good deal all around. Transmitters 
throw their signal into 18 states in 
the U. S., so they claim. 

A similar idea, from Havana, into 
the U. S. mainland is being consid- | 


| ered, 


COAST ASCAP’ERS WILL | 


RAISE COIN FOR GREEKS 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. | 


The horse teeth are in for a ter- 
rific lashing in Shrine auditorium 
next week (25) when Hollywood’s 
‘and-then-I-wrote’ boys keep the | 


bench warm to raise some coin for 
the Greek war relief fund. Show 
which brings Gene Buck, ASCAP 
prexy, from New York for the em- 
ceeing chore, will ‘naturally be 
broadcast only by those stations li- 
censed by ASCAP. Also coming 
from New York are George M. 
Cohan and William C. (St. Louis 
Blues’) Handy. Presenting the mu- 
siefest is Motion Picture Permanent 
Charities Committee, with ASCAP 
keeping in the background, although 


furnishing ail the talent. 
Singing and playing their out- 
standing hit tunes will be as many 


royalty collectors of ASCAP’s Coast 
membership of 200 : 


can be accome- 


modated within the limits of a three- 
hour show. Certain to draw a fat 
| spot on the bill Buddy DeSylva, 
now executive producer at Para- 
mount. He has promised to bring 


along his ukulele and pluck a medley 


| of his better offerings. 


lfred» Newman conducts an or- | 
chestra of 75. Show will be similar 
to that put on last summer at the 


Frisco fair by the society. 

George M. Cohan, Gene Buck and 
R. H. Burnside leave today |Wednes- 
dav) for the Coast to assist on the 
songwriters’ Greek _ benefit. The 
first two also will be guested by the 
Masquers next week (23), Willie 
Collier, Sr. presiding. 


George Van Atter’s Claim 
Mayville, N. Y., Feb. 18. 

George Van Atter of Dewittville, 
N. Y., can’t toot high notes on his 
trombone since a lip injury suffered 
in an auto smashup, the musician 
told a Supreme Court jury last week 
in hearing on three actions resulting 
from the accident. 

Driver of other car has filed a| 
counterclaim. | 





The Funny Side 





Buffalo, Feb. 18. 

ASCAP ban is plenty discon- 
certing to Al Zink, who as ‘Uncle 
Bill’ runs a moppets’ hour on 
WEBR. 

Five-year-old suddenly began 
to sing nursery rhymes recently 
and Al had to grab 
away from in front of her. 


‘ 
TLS 
JUS 


mike 
‘Let's 
stick to reciting. We might 
be violating something,’ he ad- 
monished, 





Tax-Free Hummers 
San Antonio, Feb. 18. 

Believing that anything can 
happen, the music clearance de- 
partment of KTSA, with Lew 
Lacey, in charge, has posted 
Signs throughout the studios and 
in the KTSA biz office with the 
legend: 

‘If you have to whistle or sing 
in this office, make it BMI or tax 
free tunes. We operate for a 
profit.’ 





Youth Is Still Gay 
Akron, Feb. 18. 


Chi Theta Tau fraternity 
threw a ‘record-breaking’ dance 
at its chapter house the other 
night. The Chi Taus said they 
were fed up with BMI music 
over the networks, so the stunt 
of the evening was a smashing 
of records heard over the 
chains. 

As price of admission the fra- 
ternity actives each brought a 
new ASCAP record. 





Serenaded in BMI 
Fort Worth, Feb. 18. 


Portor Randall, KGKO news- 
caster, was serenaded outside 
his office door by a group of 25 
children from Mexican Mission 
which was recently helped by 
charity publicity from Randall. 

Tune sung by serenaders was 
one of the BMI licensed songs, 
‘La Paloma,’ sung both in Eng- 
lish and in the original Spanish. 


With a Broad Razoo 
Yankton, S. D., Feb. 18. 


Robert R. Tincher, general 
manager of WNAX, took the 
cause of the broadcasters versus 
ASCAP to the student body of 
Yankton College with an ad- 
dress framed as a rebuttal to a 
recent speech by Irving Caesar, 
president of the Songwriters 
Protective Association and 
ASCAP director. 

Title of Tincher’s talk was, 
‘Justice for Genius—Oh Yeah?’ 








HOROWITZ MAY SELL 


If Deal Goes Through He'll Join 


Mercer & Morris 


Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, head of 
Mercer & Morris, is dickering with 
Willie Horowitz for the purchase of 
the latter’s Mayfair Music Co. If a 
deal is made Horowitz will join 


| M&M’s professional staff. 


The Mayfair catalog was formerly 
Joe Davis’. 


7 BMI Sheet Sales Fall Off 


Music Trade Curiously Follows 


Rising Popularity of Berlin’s 
Two Non-Radio Hit Maybes 





ASCAP Suits in Toledo 


Toledo, Feb. 18. | 

Both WSPD and WTOL have been 
named defendants in music copyright 
infringement suits filed last week in| 


federal court. The plaintiff in both | 


cases was Irving Berlin, Inc., who | 


| seeks usual judgment of $250 in each | 
| case. 


WSPD is said to have broad- | 
cast ‘Back to Back’ on Jan. 9 and/| 


| WTOL is said to have broadcast ‘I’m 
| Just Beginning to Care’ on the same 


| filed for Crawford Music Corp., for 


| 


| 


| Polls conducted by two local 
| dailies last week suggest that the 
Philly listening public is _ still | 


| poll showed, also, that although the 


| nevertheless opposed to ASCAP and 
| would like to see radio win out. 


| lost its appeal. 


| ance of ‘By Myself.’ 


date. 
WSPD is also defendant in a suit 


an allegedly unauthorized perform- 





Philadelphia Is 
32-40%, Unaware 
Of Music War 


Philadelphia, Feb. 18. 





apathetic in the fight between the 
broadcasters and the American So- 
of Authors and 
Publishers. The Evening Ledger’s 
‘Front Door Ballot Box,’ conducted 
by Dan E. Clark, showed that 32% 
Philadelphians are totally un- 
aware of any dispute. The Ledger 


ciety Composers, 


of 





majority of listeners think that the 
barring of ASCAP tunes has lessened 
their enjoyment of radio, they are 


In answer to the question: ‘Do 
you feel the barring of ASCAP tunes 
has lessened your enjoyment of radio 
programs?’ the answers were: Yes— | 
52¢,; No—40%, and No opinion— | 


Qc? 
oO ¢ 


Women were more regretful] than 
men, since a larger percentage of 
them felt that radio programs had 
declined in enjoyment. Of younger 
people—63%—said they felt radio had 
Those over 50 years 
of age were about evenly divided. 

Those who were aware of the dis- 
pute were asked who thev favored. 
The answers were: ASCAP—25%; 
Radio stations—42%; Neither—18%; 
No opinion—15%. 


A telephone survey made by the 


Record showed that about 40°. of 
the people were ignorant of the 
squabble. Of those who knew about 


it, more than 60% felt there was not 
enough change in musical programs 


to get excited about. 


} 
| 
' 
} 
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Old-Line Publishers Have Simple Explanation But 
Radio Men Consult Slide-Rule Seers 


With of its sheet music 


the past two 


the sales 


for 


weeks showing a 
downward trend Broadcast Music, 
Inc., has started to browse around 
for a hypo. One drastic move sug- 
gested within the organization is the 
introduction of 10¢ music, but out- 
side factors have advised BMI to 
treat this proposal with the greatest 
caution since any sharp deviation in 
musie sales practice might only ag- 
gravate the chaotic state in which 
the business now finds itself. 
he letdown in BMI sheet 
has caused BMI to resort to methods 
that are curiously foreign to the 


sales 


music business. Being essentially 
radio men, the BMI masterminds 
have called in as _ diagnosticians, 


psychologists and the slide-rule boys. 
Their task is to reduce the habits 
and trends of sheetmusic buying to 
charts and graphs. This research 





Irving Berlin, Inc., reported or- 
ders for 1,500 copies on ‘Little Old 
Church in England’ and 1.200 copies 
of ‘When That Man is Dead and 
Gone’ on Monday (17) which has 
all the earmarks of both becoming 
big hits without radio unless both 
suddenly collapse. Both are Berlin- 
authored tunes, and the significance 
of this, of course, to the music trade, 
that this would mark the first non- 
network radio created hits, because 
of the ASCAP-broadcasters battle. 

If the tunes show up with any 
degree of importance it will place 
a new complexion on music matters. 
so dependent in late years on radio 
for its exploitation. 


There is still no doubt in Tin Pan 
Alley about the need for that radio 
plug. The music business as re- 
cently geared up can’t wait, as it 
did in former years, for a hit song 
to take six months in its fullest 
realization. Not when hits are 
made overnight by Crosby, Vallee, 
Kate Smith or Connie Boswell, or 
any of the bands, and just as fast 
gotten rid of, meaning a month to 
six weeks, with rare exceptions. 


However, for want of anything 
better, outside of the 175-odd indie 
radio stations which have ASCAP 
licenses, the publishers must de- 
pend on so-called ‘love’ plugs, mean- 
ing stage bands, 


! cafe acts, organ 
slides, vaudfilmers and, as in the 
case of the two Berlin songs, the 


lay press buildup, since he got some 
unusual newspaper space. 





FIESTA DANCETERIA 
FOLDS AFTER 15 MOS. 


Fiesta Danceteria, New York com- 
bination cafeteria and dancery, 
folded Sunday night (16) after ap- 
proximately 15 months of operation, 
None of the officials of the spot 
could be reached for comment. but 
it’s not expected the spot will re- 
open. It was conceived and operated 
by Robert Decker. 

Danceteria was an innovation in 
dancehalls, catering to what it 
termed ‘subway society,’ in contrast 
to cafe society. It served meals and, 
at the beginning, name bands to 
dance to, for one price which at the 
outset was 65c. then was raised to 
75. It opened late in November, 
1939. Spot’s margin of profit under 
the method of operation was once 
estimated at 5c. on every admission. 

During the past fall the Fiesta was 
forced to drop its name band policy 





cecause, it explained—no bands were 
available. Only recently it renewed 
using known bands, but they were 


not of the calibre the spot used when 
it first opened. 


Shuberts Try to Trip 
ASCAP Decree at 11th Hr. 


Washin Feb. 18 
Tre League of New rk Then- 
tres, the legit manage protective 
association, in whic! the Me 
'Shubert are natura 
ifternoon requested that the : 
consent decree be he! p G 
a probe of the claim that it (the 
League) tally interested n 
-_ settlement cf the music issue The 
taf? te ni gathering data on home League’s attitude is tt at their inter- 
pianos and making the rounds of |®S* (1 Stage musical productions 
sheetmusic counters quizzing sales makes them vita] to the cas¢ 


clerks and consumers. 

Music jobbers have their own ex- 
planation of the current condition 
of BMI’s sheet music They 
point out that the nub of the trouble | 
is that BMI has shot its initial bolt | 
and has failed to come up with its 
second catalog. Being under pres- 
sure, BMI threw everything worth- 


} 


sales. 


while that it had into radio’s maw 
the first few months of BMI’s ex- 
istence. Since these songs have not | 


been able to follow the usual exploi- | 
tion and sales pattern, it would be 
natural for such a restricted output 
to strike a snag in quick time. The 
sellers have come out of nowhere 
suddenly, got to the top fast and | 
rapidly dropped out. That isn’t the 
normal pattern of the sheet music 
pusiness. 


The Shuberts, heretofore affiliated 


with ASCAP, have been trying to 
exploit their stage musicals since 


Jan. 1, 1941, separate and apart from 
the society. 


Stoltz Rights an Issue 


London, Jan. 24 


Legal entanglements are likely bé- 


tween Feldman’s and Robbins Musie 


Corp. over the rights of Robert 
Stoltz’s music used in Universal’s 
‘Spring Parade.’ 

Feldman’s bought the numbers 


from Sirious Musie Corp., an Aus- 
trian company, some five years ago, 


‘and claims priority rights. 


sf 
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Bands at the Boxoffice | Band Bookings 














(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated ae, Bill Bardo, Feb. 27, Loew’s State 


Dinner business 


(7-10 P.M.) not rated, 


being done bu name bands in various New York hotels. | theatre, New York City, one week. 
Figures after name of hotel give | 


Tommy Dorsey, March 3, 


room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and chanics Hall, Worcester, Mass. 


holiday price.) 


Band Hotel 


Orrin Tucker. 


Lani 





Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).....seceee+- 6 
Leighton Noble.. Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)....c.cccceee 5 
McIntire*... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)....seeee0. 5 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50).....,.0002.19 
Woody Herman®.. New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 8 
Jimmy Dorsey... -Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 4 
Tony Pastor...e- eLincoln (225; 75c-$1.50).... 


Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Played Week On Date 
650 3,800 
1,125 6,125 
1,175 6,000 | 
950 24,800 
1,275 14,025 
1,775 14,525 
sencecosae 525 8,875 


~ 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


major draw. 








Dispute Jukebox Use of Music 


From U Pic: 


Initial confliction between coin- 
films and regular theatre films has 
come up over two of the songs in 
the Universal release, ‘Buck Pri- 
vates’ which features the Andrews 
Sisters and Bud Abbott and Lou 
Costello. Leeds Music Co., which 
publishes the songs from the film, 
has forbidden the Mills Novelty Co. 
to release two shorties it made of 
Mitchell Ayres’ band doing two 
songs from the picture. 


Leeds claims that the juke box 
versions of the tunes, 
Lucky Fellow, Mr. Smith’ and 
‘Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy’ were 
made without its consent and that 





! 
| 


the tunes circulating in the boxes | 


will tend to harm the picture itself, 
which is as much musical as it is 
comedy, and will,cut down on the 


Discers Don't Care 














London Legit 








Continued from page l Saae 


heading the parade, have chalked up 


their biggest grosses, a factor that | 
has been particularly notable in that | 
the stars, in many cases, had pre- | 


viously refused to play provincial 
dates in normal times, except on an 
occasional tryout booking. Tours 
following the regular London stands 


| were something they usually a 
‘You're a! & y usually con 


Sidered ‘beneath them.’ Now the 
road has been a godsend to them in 
view of the curtailed London en- 
gagements. 


Week’s bow-in of belated legit for 


| West End drew laudatory press from 
| critics who’ve been idle for many 


sale of various records of the tunes, | 


some of which have not yet been 
released. 
Recorders Indifferent 


Record manufacturers are not in- 
terfering in any way with those of 


months. 
Foyers have been likened to a 


press conference. As a result of 
blurbing, John Gielgud’s revival for 


H. M. Tennent of ‘Dear Brutus,’ at | 


'the Globe, should draw plenty of 


their bands which have also been! 


making celluloid records for use in 
the new soundies for the jukeboxes. 
Among the bands which have so far 
recorded for Phonovision, Mills- 
Roosevelt, etc., are groups which are 
contracted to either Victor, Colum- 
bia or Decca for regular platters. 


Disc makers take the stance that 
it’s okay for their talent to turn out 
material for the soundies so long as 
the stuff they use doesn't conflict 
with tungs already made for them. 
That extends, also, with some of the 
companies, to future material: ar- 
rangements that are wanted for discs. 

Soundies people are signing bands 
to make tunes in sets of four, which 
has become a standard basis for buy- 
ing purposes. The prices they're 
paying range from $800 upward, de- 
pending on the name value of vari- 
ous crews approached, but the aver- 
age payoff seems to be about $1,000 
One of the bigger and better known 


| by John 


patron 
dates. 


attention to its 


Strand theatre’s Jacobean tragedy 
Ford, despite its incest 
theme, came in for comment as a 


| praiseworthy revival of drama from 


| theatre's 
| piece 


crews is currently asking $3,000 for | 


a quartet of melodies. 





Socked on Infringement, 
Says He Thought ASCAP 


} 
| 


Was Looking Other Way 





Detroit, Feb. 18. 
ASCAP may have its ears glued 
fo the radio but the small fry op- 
@ratorgs in out-of-the-way places 
aren't grabbing any sneaks. Peter 


| One,’ 


Batsikis, owner of a small cabaret in | 
Traverse City, Mich., was s.cked | 
$250 by Federal Judge Fred M. Ray- 


mond for playing three tunes with- 
Out permission of the society. He 
said he thought in view of the ma- 
trouble ASCAP wouldn't be 
othering with guys like him. 

As a matter of history, three tunes 
were ‘When the Swallows Come 


ack to Capistrano,’ ‘The Singing | 


Hills’ and, oddly enough, ‘I’ll Never 
Smile Again.’ 





Indict Philip Resnikoff For 
Copyright Infringement 


Federal grand jury in the N. Y. 
federal court Thurs. (13) indicted 
Philip Resnikoff on charges of copy- 
tight infringement. It is claimed 
that on Feb. 3, 1941, the defendant 
Published, distributed, and sold two 
songs belonging to other publishers. 

The songs were ‘Blueberry Hill.’ 
Published by Chappell, and ‘Pretty 
Little Peasant,’ published by Sha- 


contemporary Shakespearean writer. 
Piece functioned around 16th cen- 
tury, and Donald Wolfit may present 


more of the Ford tragedies. War is 
stated to have interefered with his 
plans in this connection. Comedy 


‘The Blue Goose,’ laugh 
from Peter Blackmore, was 
pointed up as likely to continue lack 
of luck the house has had in its war- 
time dates. 

That afternoon stage can count on 
support is exemplified by flow of 
steady business to Wyndham’s thea- 
tre, where Bronson Albery’s re-hash 
revue, ‘Diversion’, is now in _ its 
second edition. Piece has a widely 
varied cast, Edith Evans topping. 

One of the few to-come announce- 
ments is of Firth Shephard’s musical, 
‘Shephard’s Pie,’ due in West End 
after six weeks on the road. Tour 
opens Feb. 17 in Glasgow. 
in London prior to the 
registered solidly. 


blitz and 

Just recovering from 77B inquisi- 
tion, Ronald Frankau, monologist and 
writer, is contracted to go into 
Prince of Wales theatre next month 
with a new revue, ‘Nineteen Naughty 


New revue will dis- 
‘The Great Dic- 


on the script. 
place Chaplin’s 


tator.’ 
London Sees Ist Stage 


Musical Since Blitz 


‘Strike Up the Music,’ first stage 
musical to hit the West End since the 
Nazi blitz, opened at the Coliseum 
Saturday afternoon to nice response. 

Shows lacks comedy. 
mer and Wilson, Keppel and Betty 
are outstanding in the cast. 

Geod Week for Films 

American film companies exper!- 
enced the best seven-day period in 
many months last week in Great 
Britain. according to cabled reports 
received by home offices yesterday 
(Tuesday). - Majority of U. S. ma- 
jors reported revenue as running be- 
tween $110,000 and $160,000 on the 


| week. with estimated total for eight 


major distribs being $1,120,000. 
Consensus of opinion among U. S. 
film company foreign department of- 


ficials was that last week’s business | 


was as good as it was in the pre-war 
period. Decline in the number of 
Nazi bo 
part of the pickup. 


matinee | 


He’s now putting final polish ; 


AFM. Exec Hospitalized After Fight 


Gaston Pal- 


bing raids is credited with | 


| Gray Gordon, Feb. 21, party, Lord 
| Baltimore, hotel, Baltimore, Md.; 22, 
| party, Baltimore Casualty Club, Bal- 
timore, Md.; 28, March 1, 2, Palace 
theatre, Fort Wayne, Ind.; 7, 
week, Orpheum theatre, Minneapolis, 
| Minn.; 18, six days, Tune Town Ball- 
|} room, St. Louis, Mo. 

Dean Hudson, Feb. 19, Poinciana 
Club, Palm Beach, Fla.; 22, party, 
| Palm Beach, Fla.; 28, Piedmont-Ger- 
man Club, High Point, N. C. 

Count Basie, Feb. 21, Roseland- 
State Ballroom, Boston. 


Jack Teagarden, Feb. 21, Recrea- 
tion Ballroom, Lawrence, Mass.; 22, 
Roseland-State Ballroom, Boston. 

Ken Harris, Feb. 22, Oceanview 
Ballroom, Revere Beach, Mass. 

Johnny McGee, Feb. 21-22, Totem 
| Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, Mass. 
Al Starita, Feb. 21, Shawsheen 
| Crystal Ballroom, Andover, Mass. 





Jimmy Walsh, Feb. 22, Shawsheen | 


Crystal Ballroom, Andover, Mass. 


Benny Goodman, May 7, Mass. In- | 


stitute of Technology Prom, Hotel 
| Statler, Boston. 

Tommy Tucker, Feb, 21, Mechanics 
| Hall, Worcester, Mass. : 

Johnny McGee, Feb, 21-22, Totem 
Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, Mass. 

Glenn Miller, Feb. 21, week, Pal- 
;ace theatre, Cleveland, O.; 28, week, 
|Shubert theatre, Cincinnati; March 
|7, Keith theatre, Columbus; March 14, 
| Fox theatre, St. Louis. 
| Southern Gentlemen, Feb, 24- 
March 9, Westwood Club, Little 
Rock. 

Johnny Long, Feb. 22, Stambaugh 
Aud., Youngstown, O.; 25, Temple U., 
Philadelphia; 26, Empire B., Allen- 
‘town, Pa.; 28, Vernon Hall, New 
; Haven; March 3-5, Plymouth theatre, 
| Worcester, Mass.; 7-9, Metropolitan 
theatre, Providence, R. I. 

Orrin Tucker, March 2, County 
|Center, White Plains, N. Y. 

Charlie Barnet, March 26, three 
weeks, Paramount theatre, N. Y. 

Tommy Dorsey, March 29, North 
Carolina State C., Raleigh; April 14, 
Geo. F. Pavilion, Johnson City, N. Y. 

Erskine Hawkins, Feb. 21, Grant’s 
Park, Charleston, S. C.; 24, Two 
Spot Club, Jacksonville, Fla.; 25, 
Bethune Cookman College, Daytona 
| Beach; 26, Sunset Aud., West Palm 
Beach; 27, Harlem Square Club, Mi- 


ami; 28, Manhattan Casino, St. 
Petersburg. 
Vaughn Monroe, Feb. 23, Ritz 


Ballroom. Bridgeport, Conn. 

Louis Prima, Feb. 24 one week, 
Brunswick Hotel, Boston. 

Fenton Bros., 
Brunswick Hotel, Boston. 

Count Basie, March 4, Sunset Social 
Club, Milwaukee; 11, Trainon B,, 
, Crowebury, Kansas. 

Esquires, Feb. 21, indef, Blackstone 
hotel, Chicago. 

Earl Hines, April 3, 
B., Philadelphia; April 
son theatre, Auburn, New 
Waldemeer Park, Erie, Pa. 

Claude Hopkins, April 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 

Ina Ray Hutton, March 2, Indians 


Ambassador 
4-6, Jeffer- 
York; 12, 


Roof B., Indianapolis; 13, Eagle B., | 


Kenoscha, Wis.; 19, Paramount, New 


one | 


| 
5 VU. of 


Me- | 


| 
| 
| 





Jas Roosevelt Firm (Globe) Purchases 
Mechanical Rights for Coin - Films: 
Flat Fee of $100 Per Musical Piece 





Timid Protected 





Youngstown, O., Feb. 18 

Because jitterbugs have  be- 
come a nuisance at crowded 
school dances, the student coun- 
cil at Youngstown College has 
passed a new rule, providing that 
three slow dances be played to 
one fast dance at all college 
functions in the future. 

Ralph Skerratt, president of 
the student governing group, said 
the new system will permit con- 
servative dancers to venture onto 
the floor three out of every four 
numbers without risking life or 
limb. He said that the rule 
might revive the waltz and other 
graceful steps. 








Divorce Buddy Rogers 
If He Didn’t Give Up 
His Band, Suit Avers 


Charles (Buddy) Rogers and Mary 
Pickford were ordered to submit to 
an examination before trial in N.Y. 
federal court whenever they come 
into New York by Judge William 
Bondy. The court ordered the ex- 
amination at the request of Arthur 
T. Michaud and James V. Peppe, 
managers, who are suing the band 
leader and his actress wife for $300,- 
000, claiming breach of contract. 

Plaintiffs claim Rogers signed a 
10-year managerial contract with 
them which he broke due to threats 
of divorce on the part of Miss Pick- 
ford, who, as an inducement to the 
breach, offered to secure a better 
position, either as an actor or direc- 





| tor in Hollywood for Rogers. 





} 
| 


| has placed~the Victor Hugo nitery, | 
| Beverly Hills, on the forbidden ter- | 


VICTOR HUGO, BEVHILLS, 
ON THE SPOT WITH AFM 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
James C. Petrilo, AFM president, 





ritory list. Nitery has been ordered 
to make nightly payments on $5,000 


¢ | owec 9) > rnie. 
March 3, two weeks, | ° ed to Ben Bernie 


Tex Harris, with local union band, 


| now at the Victor Hugo, is being paid 


| 


| 


York; April 3, Flatbush theatre, | 
Brooklyn, 10, Windsor theatre, 
Bronx. 

Ted Lewis, 


theatre, Los Angeles. 


off nightly. 


LEO TALENT’S NEW JOB 





Robbins Vacations Idle Staff With 
Pay for Fortnight 





Leo Talent has quit as professional 
manager of Robbins Music Corp. to 
manage Glenn Miller’s 
house, Mutual Musie Society. 

Jack Robbins last Saturday (15) 
gave his professional staff two weeks 
vacation with salary rather than 


March 28, Orpheum! have them sitting around the office 


in idleness. 


Pepitone, 70-Year-Old New Orleans Prez, Suffers 


Fractured Skull in Backstage Tussle 
peor + 


New Orleans. Feb. 18 


Police holding William E. 


are 


Sharp, 35, stage manager of the La- | 


fayette theatre here, after a reported 

| backstage altercation that resulted in 

| serious injury to Giacchino Pepitone, 
70, president of Local No. 174, Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians. Pepi- 
tone is in Charity hospital suffering 
a fractured skull, sustained, police 
say, when he was shoved to the floor 
by Sharp. 

Charles Levy, 37, manager of the 
theatre, told police that an argument 
started between Sharp and Pepitone 
Tuesday (11) when the musicians’ 





Mrs. Schroeder Injured 


Feb. 18 
of the 


Lincoln, 


Mrs. Vic Schroeder, wife 


| booking agency exec in Omaha who 


union head refused to obey Sharp's | 


order to leave the stage, and that 
after Pepitone had swung at Sharp, 
the stage manager pushed him to the 
floor. 

Pepitone’s condition was said to be 
} serious. 


| 
| 


i 


was in an 


suffered 


territory, 
week and 


services this 


auto crash last 


such nervous shock and internal dis- | 


turbances that four blood trans- 
fusions were necessary. 

Blood was given by Eddy Duns- 
moor. orchestra leader, and Lyle De- 


Moss. music production chief at 
WOW, Omaha. She’s doing better 
now. 





former trumpeter 
George Duffy’s 
a room clerk at 
re Perry Hotel ‘suffer- 
ing from a bad lip.) 


Dick Strayter, 
and vocalict with 
band, has become 
fhe Commo 


— | 


publishing 


Standard license covering copye- 
| righted numbers used in film cvoin- 
| operated machines has been nego- 
|tiated between Harry agent 
land trustee for mechanical rights 
|(M. P. P. A.), and Globe Productions, 
the James Roosevelt setup which is 
affiliated with Mills Manufacturing 


|Co. The deal calls for a flat fee of 
| $100 per musical number per short 
| subject. There is no limit placed 
| on the number of prints or the term 
| of use. 

Establishment of a uniform license 


Fox, 


| fee ends the haggling which has 
| been going on between Globe and 
| Fox for the past several months. 


| Globe not so long ago resorted to a 
| pecular strategy to force a show- 
down on the issue of price. It elected 


to exercise a phonograph record 
manufacturer's rights under the 
compulsory provision of the copy- 


right law by serving notice of use 
on the copyright owners and making 
| itself obligatory to pay 2c per print. 
In the meantime it farmed out the 
| making of these coin-machine films 
to various studios. 


According to the information in 
Fox’s hands about 26 of such sub- 
jects have already been turned out 
for Globe. So far there are but 300 
of the Globe film machines on loca- 
tion. The main difficulty of distri- 
bution has been the limited facilities 
for manufacturing the projection 
equipment that the machine re- 
quires. 


Physician Sues Danceman, 
Says He Fmanced Him 
And Now Is Denied Audit 


An application by Louis G. Smal], 
N.Y. physician, to attach the N.Y. 
|property of Jerry Blaine, orchestra 
leader, revealed a $2,400 suit against 

| Blaine in the N.Y. supreme court 
llast week. Plaintiff claims that on 
| Aug. 9, 1940, he lent $350 to Blaine 
|to promote and publicize his orches- 
tra and was to receive 15% of the 
|net profits or a minimum of 3% 
| of the gross. 
Blaine had represented to Small 
|that he had bookings at $1,000 
i weekly for 14 weeks, from August 
through December, 1940. nm 6M 
claimed now that this statement was 
not true, and Blaine is refusing to 
| allow Small’s attorney to look at his 
| books. 


‘Indict Gene McCann In 


| Shilkret, Cummins Case 











A federal grand jury yesterday 
| (Tues.) returned a six-count indict- 
ment against Gene McCann, former- 
ly connected with the N. Y. Stock 
iExchange, charging mail fraud, 
|!Among the alleged victims of Mc- 


iCann were Nathaniel Shilkret, who 
lost $817, and Samuel Cummins, 
| president of Nu-Color Motion Pic- 
| ture Corp. 

Shilkret was involved by the in- 


corporation of the Nathaniel Shil- 
kret Music Publishing Corp. 
tober, 1939, McCann being charged 
with having borrowed the money 
from him to set up the company and 
get it pa ed by the SEC, which 
sequently rejected the application to 
sell stock. 

Shilkret was sued subsequently by 
McCann for $20,000 damages in the 
N. Y. supreme court, claim being 
commissions which would have been 
due had he been able to float the 
stock. 
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Hector’s Freak Encounter 
With a Flying Fish 
Boston, Feb. 18. 


Charles Hector, WEEI house band 
leader, found there is no rest for the 
weary musician when he tried to re- 
lax at Boston Sportsmen’s show. 

| He was watching a salmon fishing 
| exhibition, when one fish leaped out 
of the net in which it had been 
caught and landed with plenty of 
force against Hector’s jaw, spoiling 
his profile for several days. Sockeye 


‘Salmon? 
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On the 


Clyde McCoy is adding Joe Mor- 
elli, guitarist, to his band. Morelli 
joins the crew at the close of its 
Tower theatre date, Kansas City, and 
opens next week at the Minneapolis 


Comes in from Florida. Burt Roth 
leaves the McCoy orch. 
Ted Lewis orchestra is set for 


string of one-nighters in the central 
west including dates in Oklahoma 
City and Tulsa. After that the troupe 
treks to the West coast where some 
club dates will be filled, the first one 
at the Bal Tabarin in San Francisco. 


Phil Levant played the rhythms 
for the ‘Blackout Ball’ at Kemper 
Military Academy, Booneville, Mis- 
souri. 

Ace Brigode at the Music Box and 
Don Roth’ and band at the Chez 
Paree, Omaha. 





Nick Dagula, electric guitar player 


with the Continentals at Ruby Foo’s 
Beachcomber, Crown Hotel, Provi- 
dence, is the latest of the local con- 
tingent to be snapped up by a na- 
tionally known band. He _ joined 
Tommy Tucker's crew this week. 





Blue Barron band goes back into 
the Edison hotel, New York, April 
3 for another five-month stretch. 
He will replace the current Mal 
Hallet band and stay until Sep- 
tember. 





Jack Owens. cleffed ‘I’m Love 
Happy’ for publication by Broadcast 
Music, Inc. 





Johnny Martel, trumpet, and Geo. 
McDonald, same, new in 
Byrne bres section. Martel replaced 
Nick Ga «to.. McDonald replaced 
Chuck sorsythe. Louis Carter, 
pianist never before with a band 


also replaced Gabe Julian, who was 


drafted. 





Tommy Reynolds band shifted from 





Music Corp, of America back to 
Consolidated Radio Artists booking 
management. 

Cab Calloway renewed for an- 


other year on Columbia Records’ 


Okeh label. 





Mike Reilly will augment his cur- 
rent six-piece combo to nine, and 
Marion Miller, vocalist. He's now 
at the Hour Glass, Newark, N. J. 


Four Inkspots, on the Coast for 





work in 20th-Fox film, ‘Great Amer- | 


ican Broadcast,’ to do guest shot 
with Bing Crosby Feb. 27. Moe 








Bobby | 


Upbeat 


with them 
trip. 


Gale, Spots’ manager, Is 
booking 
He'll be gone five weeks. 


on combo vacash and 


Glaser - Consolidated Attractions, 
Inc.. New York has been dissolved 

Elaine Stahl, WTAG, Worcester, 
Mass., staff vocalist, has replaced 
Wini Stone with Dol Brissette’s or- 
chestra. Miss Stone has left the 
business. Brisseite has added two 


fiddles to his standard combination: 
Dan Silvester and Elmer Johnson. 

Vaughn Monroe one-nights Sun- 
day (23) at Ritz Ballroom, Bridge- 
port. Jimmie Lunceford skedded for 
March 30. 


HEIDT SUED FOR $5,600 © 


| 


| Tommy Dorsey plays three days | 
beginning Sunday (23) at State, 
Hartford. Bobby Byrne follows | 
Feb. 23. 
ee 

Billy Baer orchestra, from Mil- 
waukee, left for an engagement at 
the Nicollet hotel in Minneapolis 


Friday (14) with a headache before 
they started. Will do 12 broadcasts 
a week over WCCO and WTCN with 
;only BMI, while programs’ over 
'WMIN can have both ASCAP and 
BMI music. 





Art Perry, Gray Gordon vocalist, 
to be screen-tested (20) by 20th Cen- 
| tury-Fox in New York City. 


| 
} 


| Vaughn Monroe orchestra has been 
‘selected to record ‘Requestfully 
| Yours,’ winning title of theme-song 
| contest conducted by Paul Brenner, 
platter-spinner at WAAT, 
City. It will be on Bluebird label. 





Herman Middleman opened Mon- 
day (17) at Yacht Club, Pittsburgh, 


for indefinite stay, following Jack 
Walton outfit. 

Eddie Camden into Merry-Go- 
Round, Pittsburgh, for four-week 


stretch, replacing Al Fremont crew. 
Paul Pendarvis pencilled into Ca- 
sino, Pittsburgh, for two months in 
middle of March. Clyde Knight will 
remain there until then. 
Ciro Rimac band and show had op- 
tion lifted for four additional weeks 


at El Chico, Pittsburgh. Opened 
| there Jan, 18. 
Ralph Allen back at New Penn, 


Pittsburgh, for third engagement at 
that spot this season, the Henry 
Blauth crew vacating. 


| Howard Becker booked for second 





ANDY 
KIRK 


and his “Clouds of Joy” 
featuring 


MARY LOU WILLIAMS 


at the piano 


@ 
JUNE RICHMAN 
HENRY WELLS 


Vocals 
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VANCOUVER, B. C. 
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DECCA RECORDS 


Management 


JOE GLASER, Inc. 


30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
Circle 7-0862 





consecutive season at Pines, Pitts- 
burgh, with opening of outdoor 
Sunken Gardens scheduled for Deco- 
ration Day. 


Bob Hartsell of Salisbury, 
has joined Dean Hudson’s orchestra 
in New York City as pianist. He has 
been playing with Freddie Johnston’s 
University of North Carolina or- 
chestra. 

Bill McCune orch follows Charles 
Baum into Hotel 
Friday (21). 


Camp Custer’s band, which was 
short in the brass section, is going 
to get two welcome additions. Two 
members of Don Pablo’s orchestra, 
Dick Krieg, trumpet, and Bill Wyrick, 
sax, have been called up and will 
leave shortly. 

Max Gordon has become organist 
at the Esquire Theatre, Toledo, O. 

Gene Krupa plays the 
Ballroom, Toledo, Feb. 20, and Will 
Bradley and his orchestra play there 
Feb. 27. 

Chauncey Haughton from Cab 
| Calloway’s band replaced George 








| Dorsey on lead sax with Ella Fitz- 
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TOMMY DORSEY 


REPEATS WITH ANOTHER BALLAD HIT IN 


“The One J Love” 


(Belongs to Somebody Else) 
With his sensational VICTOR RECORD 26650 


Also during his record-breaking Theatre Dates, Hotel and 


(i7’S & FORSTER PUBLICATION) 


ngagements 











Jersey | 


‘Thank 


| 


| 


| ‘Love Crazy’ 


Mm, Cy 


| 


| 





Statler, Buffalo, 


Trianon | 


Goodmans 


Feb. 


sion of 
for 
and second in swing tempo, 


return to the Cas: 
City, Calif., June 
Lunceford begins 
contract at Decca 
26. 


Purcell, attorneys, filed suit yester- 
day (Tues.) in N. Y. 
against 
leader, for $5,600 legal fees. 


Harries A. Mumma, Jr., 
| F. L. Bissinger, 


gerald’s orchestra, with Dorsey due | 
| to 


join Don Redmond. 


Vincent Lopez headed for New 


York stand at the Hurricane nitery. 
Goes in Feb. 25. 


Count Basie guest stars on Benny 
Old Gold commercial 
24. 

Alvino Rey made a two-sided ver- 
the ‘William Tell Overture’ 
Bluebird. First side is a blues 


Jimmie Lunceford scheduled for a 
1 Manana, Culver 
24 for four weeks. 
his new recording | 
with a date March | 


FEES BY HIS LAWYERS 


William F. Purcell and Francis J. 





supreme court 


Horace Heidt, orchestra 


Of the asked for amount, $600 is 


claimed to be due for representing 
Heidt in an action against Virginia, 
Miriam, 
Ahm, the Beachcombers Restaurant, | 
Inc., 
other $5.000 is claimed to be due for | 
representing Heidt 
Adaline, in a divorce action. 


Jean, Maree and Helen 


and Monte Prosner, and the 


and his wife, 


Music Notes 


Musical Notations, Inc., has been 


chartered in N. Y. State to conduct a 
business in systems of musical nota- | 


tion, with principal office in New 
York. Directors are: Adolph L. 
Schrijver, G. Thomas’ Randazzo, 


Bronxville. 
filing attorney. 


Cheri Music Publishers, Ine., has 


been chartered to conduct a music 
publishing business in New York. 
Directors are: Samuel Simon, Alice 


Pollak, Ethel Feinberg. 
Howard Jackson’s musical score 
from ‘The Dog in Orchard, a 
Warners short, will be played by the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic Orches- 
tra in its next series of concerts in 
Hollywood Bow! 
You America’ 


the 


and 

Remick is publishing two songs 
from the Deanna Durbin-Universal 
production, ‘Nice Girl.’ They are 
Lights of Home.’ 


Sing Song Music Corp., New York, 
has been dissolved, according to pa- 
pers filed with the Secretary of State 
in Albany by Monty Siegel. 

David Snell doing 
at Metro. 


the for 


score 


Eddie Cherkose doing the lyrics 
for Jules Styne’s musical numbers 
to be used in ‘Rookies On Parade,’ 
at Republic. 

Stewart, U. S. represen- 

Australia-New Zealand 
Theatres, Ltd.. has composed a cow- 
boy ballad, ‘Rock Canyon Home,’ 
which Joseph Davis will publish. 
James Robertson will record it for 
Bluebird. Miss Stewart composed 
‘God Bless Australia,” which is be- 
ing considered for adoption as the 
official Aussie anthem. 


Dorothy 
tative of 


Phil Harris Orch plugging three 
new tunes written by Gus Schilling, 
burlesque comedian. Numbers are ‘I 


Married an Eskimo,’ ‘Soda Jerker’ 
and ‘You Tried to Break a Broken 
Heart.’ 


Frederick Hollander will do an 


original song for Nan Wynn to 
|}warble in Warners’ ‘Miss Wheel- 
|wright Discovers America.’ Lyrics 


by Jack Scholl. 


‘Wake Up the Dawn,’ tune by Bill | 
has | 


Watters and Howard Steiner, 
been bought by George Weeks for | 
*‘Tumbledown Ranch in Arizona.’ 





Howard Jackson scoring ‘Singa- | 
pore Woman’ at Warners. 





Jimmy Davis, hillbilly composer | 
and recording performer, is in New | 
York doing a series for Decca. In|} 
Shreveport, La., he’s the chief of po- | 
lice, » 


Arthur Park was transferred from | 





| Music Corporation of America’s San | 
| Francisco office to the agency’s mo- 


tion picture division in Hollywood. 
| Ruel Freeman takes over the Frisco 
| Job. | 


‘The 








: Band Grosses on One-Nighters 





Gus Arnheim (Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 14-16). Bucked all. 


| University party one night with Joe Sanders, but priced at 55c per person, 


and featuring a 544-hour session on Sunday (16), gathered a swell $1,300. 

Bill Bardo (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., Feb. 14-15). Boston 
College rooters turned out en masse to welcome Bardo’s return here after 
playing B. C. Victory ball in New Orleans following B. C.-Tennessee foot. 
ball game last month. Packed in 4,102 at $1.35 per couple, bulging re. 
ceipts to $2,768.85—1,648 dancers Friday and 2,454 on Saturday. 

Count Basie (Municipal Aud., Atlanta, Feb. 13). Rain didn’t bother 
Basie’s draw here. He corralled 3,217 at 75c plus tax and played a $2,413 
tune at the b.o. 

Bobby Byrne (Nu-Elm B., Youngstown, O., Feb. 8). 
1,030 turned out at 75c advance, 90c at door, (Myers Lake Park, Canton, 
O., Feb. 9). Band drew approximately 800 here at 65c and 75c to gross 
disappointing $486. (Empire B., Allentown, Pa., Feb. 12). Quick return 
to this section (band played Empire about three weeks ago) grabbed less 
than first trip. Date drew slightly over 700 at 75c. 

Fenton Bros. (Ricker Gardens, Portland, Me., Feb. 13). Fentons pro- 
vided no dancefloor crush here with 300 attendance at 40-45c for an esti. 
mated $130 gross. 

Gray Gordon an@ Dean Hudson (Playmor and Raymor Ballrooms, Bos. 
ton, Feb. 14). Gordon and Hudson playing twin ballrooms brought in fine 
gross of $1,280 with 2,132 patrons scaled at ladies 55c and gents 65c. Gray 
Gordon and Bunny Berigan coupled in same ballrooms (15) jammed ‘em 
like sardines with 2,652 at same prices to account for $1,595 in till. 

Erskine Hawkins (Keith’s Roof, Balto, Md., Feb. 15). Hawkins hit a fair 
Saturday night crowd of 1,090 at 85c for a gross of about $925. 

Earl Hines (Roseland-State B., Boston, Feb. 14). Catering mostly to 
colored people, at hop sponsored by Waiters Local, Hines garnered big 
1,552 dancers at $1 per head. 

Dean Hudson (Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn., Feb. 17). 


Fair attendance of 


1,080 dancers at 


, 65c a head stacks up as a good draw for Hudson’s band. 


Al Kavelin (Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn.). Kavelin’s 600 draw at 75c, ac- 
counting for a $450 gross was fair considering his name and price. 

Jimmie Lunceford (Trainon B., Cleveland, Feb. 16), Lunceford did good 
job here, pulling in 2,000 hoofers at 75c for a $1,500 gross (U. of Ken- 
tucky, Lexington, Ky., Feb. 15). Outfit packed the U. gym with 2,000 
campus hoppers who paid $5 a couple. (Graystone B., Detroit, Feb. 17), 
Sock 2,500 draw at 75c and 90c responded to Lunceford here. Gross, $1,900. 

Clyde McCoy (Chermot B., Omaha, Neb., Feb. 16). Mc Coy sardined 
capacity 2,600 into this spot at 55c:before 9 p.m. and 77c after. Gross of 
$1,200 was big. 

Boyd Raeburn (Peony Terrace, Omaha, Feb. 15-16). Capacity here is 
600 couples and Raeburn drew ‘em at 50c per head over two nights. Gross, 
free of tax, was $600. 


~ 10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records 
throughout 


below are grabbing most nickels this week in 

the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in 
popularity, whose recordings are played. Figures and 


jukeboxes 
Names 
order of 


being names in 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the 
listings and respective publishers.) 
{ Artie Shaw.... Victor 
t, REGNCSE CT) CROUTNORRD . oo vissisicescec sacs } Wocdy Herma: Decca 
i De . nr e : ‘ } 
{ Benny Goodman...Columbia 
{ Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 


Charlie Barnet Bluebird 


2. I Hear Rhapsody (6) (BMI) 


eal i te he eee =; | At Donanve.....<.....Oken 

Dinah Shore....... Bluebird 

Kate Smith........Columbia 

3. Last Time I Saw Paris (5) (Chappell) ‘Leo Reisman......... Victor 

| Russ Morgan.........Decca 

{ Dinah Shore....... Bluebird 

> , : : ar ws | Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 

4. Yes, Darling Daughter (6) (Feist)....... ) Johnny Long Decca 

| Andrews Sisters Decca 

f Al Kavelin.. Okeh 

5. I Give My Word (10) (BMI) , Eddy Duchin......Columbia 

| Jack Leonard Okeh 

» ~ : Tommy Dorsey... Victor 
6. Stardust (5) (Mills)..... ervey 

y ust (5) RE ive tek betonawieanes ) Artie Shaw........... Victor 

{Tommy Tucker.. ..Okeh 

7 20U Waik By (3) (BORD i ic ciiiccccscds ' Eddy Duchin......Columbia 

| Wayne King ... Victor 

Sammy Kaye us WACTOE 

Guy Lombardo...... Decca 

8. Santa Fe Trail (5) (Harms)............. , Dick Jurgens re 8 

Kate Smith...... Columbia 

Bing Crosby.. ; ecca 

9. Salud Dinero Y Amor (1) (Marks)..... Vaughn Monroe.... Bluebird 

‘ Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 

; Sammy Kaye Victor 

10. Nightingale Sang (9) (S-B)............. / Kate Smith Columbia 

| Bing Crosby we eee -DeCCAa 

a | Jack Leonard..........Okeh 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 
(These recordings are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but 
growing in demand on the coin machines.) 


. hace { Tommy Dorse Victor 
ee a Ge ee ) Ella Fitzgerald acevo 
(Sammy Kaye.........Victor 
PACTAOLY GE O TROWD CTD. oiss0505% 60's cbaen / Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
| Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
{Serer .. Victor 
Hello Ma, I Done It Again (Robbins)...... ) Ella Fitzgerald........Decca 
| Mitchell Ayres. ....Bluebird 
P 43 y shird 
Anvil Chorus (BMI) ........ { Glenn Miller....... Blue bire 
a oe? es eee pe. errr Okeh 
{Ted Weems........... Decca 
ran *olumbia 
There'll B ’ a } Benny Goodman...Colum 
e Some Changes Made (Marks)... Vaughn Monroe... Bluebird 
Gene Krupa....... Columbia 
| Bob Chester........Bluebird 
May I Never Love Again (BMI)............ Charioteers ...... Columbia 
| Ginny Simms..........Okeh 
f Bing Crosby.......... Decca 
$ . | Gray Gordon.......Bluebird 
San Anto se ( ) j Gay 
an iO HOGG CHGFIN) ook vi cccecccicccs | Sik ieee. ~ Okeh 
| Bob Aills. Okeh 
It All Comes Back to Me Now (BMI) | Seay Deka. .-..onanes 
| Gene Krupa Columbia 
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‘Reds’-N. Y. 


Continued 
It was far from the same bit- 


less. : 
ter, name-calling statement he made 


to the Four A’s, but it was read at 
the meeting. First Phil Irving, dis- 
charged N. Y. executive secretary, 


passed out mimeographed copies 
bearing the tag ‘AGVA Blackout?’ 
Jater Haddock read portions of it 
and made comments and accusations 
regarding supposed attempts by cer- 
tain interests to ‘sabotage’ AGVA 


from page 3 








and president Dewey Barto’s alleged | 


part in those attempts. 
‘Cards On the Table’ 


purpose of laying AGVA’s ‘cards on 
the table’ before the membership, 
explaining the change in administra- 
tion and what was being done. On 
the dais were Griffin, Frank Gill- 
more, president of the Four A’s; 
Paul Turner, counsel of AGVA, 
Equity and the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists; Nat Nazarro, 
Jr., exec secretary of AGVA'’s Pitts- 


burgh local; Charles Nelson, holding | 4i0, ‘and that one or more paid em- 


(espe- | 


a similar position in Cleveland; Pro- 
fessor Maji; Bob Edwards, exec sec 
in Cincinnati; Jack Irving, exec sec 
in Chicago, and Charles Brett, of 
Boston. 

Griffin opened the meeting with 
the statement that ‘all speeches must 
be completed without interruptions 
... this must be and will be an or- 
derly meeting ... we were advised 
that disruptive forces would be at 
work here and that we should have 
policemen . 
men of the theatre don’t need police- 
men.’ 

He then turned the mike over to 





} 
| 


| 


AGVA Row 


by Charles Arno, from AGVA's 
radical faction, but Mrs. Marston, 
present at the meeting, corroborated 
Griffin. 

In talking of Barto’s resignation, 
Griffin said the ex-president stated 
‘he was very tired...wanted to give 
some time to his family...wanted to 
get rid of all the bickering.’ Griffin 
brought out that, among other things 
he did for AGVA, Barto paid a 
Florida organizer $25 a week out of 
his own pocket. 

Then Griffin brought up the mat- 


The meeting was called for the | ter of the N. Y. local election last 


fall and read a report from attorney 
Henry Jaffe, who resigned recently, 
on why the election should be de- 
clared illegal. The election, Jaffe’s 
letter brought out, violated the na- 
tional board’s rules by not holding a 
membership meeting for the pur- 
pose; by permitting balloting by mail 
instead of in person; byt the fact that 
no committee was elected by the 
N. Y. membership to check the elec- 


ployees of the N. Y. local 
cially Phil Irving) attended meetings 
and participated in the election. 
There were also discrepancies in 
the counting of the ballots. For in- 
stance, the ‘official tally’ for Jimmy 
Hollywood (defeated presidential 


| candidate) was 32 votes, but a na- 
| tional office recount showed only 26 


Gillmore, who stated that the Four | 


A’s was heart and soul * with you, 
and its ambition is to see you Well 
organized and respected as a 
group as you are as_ individuals.’ 
Gillmore stated that, although he 
was virtually retired and living in 
*the deep suburbs,’ he was vitally in- 
terested in AGVA and ‘had to be 
here today.’ 


Turner Recounts Union’s 
History; Haddock 4th Sec. 


Turner then recounted some of the 


history of AGVA, mentioning that | 


Haddock was the fourth executive 
secretary since AGVA's inception in 
place of the disenfranchised Ameri- 


.. but ladies and gentle- | 


| against 535 paid up last Oct. 31. 


votes. On the other hand, the offi- 
cial tally for Hazel Scott was 48 
votes, but the recount showed 53 
votes. Altogether, it was stated. 
there was the surprising low total 
of only 80 votes cast. 

After stating that conditions in 
most of the N. Y. niteries for per- 
formers was *pretty lousy’ and that 
AGVA was trying to get better work- 
ing hours and a six-day week, Grif- 
fin recounted AGVA’s financial con- 
dition. He said that while AGVA 
had total cash resources of $5.433. 
the vaude-nitery union owed Equity, 
SAG and Chorus Equity a total of 
$70,587.06. 

373 Paid-Up Members 

As for AGVA’s N. Y. membership. 
Griffin said there was a total of 265 
paidup principals and 108 chorus as 
of Jan. 31, 1941, for a total of 373, as 
The 


| total membership of the N. Y. lo- 
| cal at its highest point was 2,170, but 


can Federation of Actors 18 months | 


ago. 
and Jean Muir had preceded Had- 
dock in that order. Turner, in talk- 
ing about the new executive com- 
mittee administering AGVA’s af- 
fairs, stated that ‘an experienced ad- 
ministration was necessary to tide 
over AGVA in this emergency,’ 
caused by the dismissal of Haddock 
and the resignation of Barto as na- 
tional president. Turner, without 
mentioning names, drove home one 
important point when he said: 

‘Especially in New York—and 
curiously enough only in New York 
—the organization has not been as 
effective as we would want it.’ 
That’s been the chief complaint of 
many members—that the so-called 
radical faction in AGVA'’s N. Y. 
branch was not conducive to 
AGVA’s well-being. 

The Fireworks 

Turner’s offer to answer questions 
from the floor started the fireworks. 
One member arose and questioned 
Haddock’s right to be at the meeting. 
Griffin then said that the purpose of 
the meeting had been changed when 
Murray Lane and Lou Taylor re- 
fused to show their membership 
cards and demanded the right to re- 
main, and that it was now an open 
meeting, ‘but only actors could talk.’ 

Another person on the floor then 
sprang to his feet and asked 
Haddock was. dismissed. Griffin 
ducked this, stating that it was out 
of order. The chairman then went 
into his own scheduled address. 

First, Griffin talked about Had- 
dock. He said that the deposed exec 
sec did not understand the 
business: ‘just doesn’t know how to 
handle our people. On the other 
hand, Griffin said, ‘Barto was very 
anxious to do things for the actor, 
from a showman’s point of view, 
and there was conflict (with Had- 
dock)’. It was then decided that 
Haddock should be released and was 
given two weeks’ salary. 

‘It was suggested at the Four A’s 
meeting that Haddock be reinstated,’ 
Griffin continued, ‘and much was 
made of the fact that the vote (dis- 
missing Haddock) was six-to-six (not 
counting Barto’s). Walter N. Greaza 
then explained that while he, Mrs. 
Florence Marston and Ruth Rich- 
mend did not vote for Haddock’s dis- 
charge, they were in favor of it 
but not at that time.’ 

Challenged From the Foor 

This was challenged from the floor 


why 


show 


Maida Reade, Dorothy Bryant | 


'on the right 


1,153 are in arrears currently and 
others withdrew, etc. He made an 
approximate estimate of the national 
membership as 13,455, but only 25- 
30% of these, Griffin added, were 
paid up. Returning to the N. Y. lo- 
cal’s financial setup, Griffin said it 
must take in $1,922 a month to break 
even on operation, which includes 
part of the national expense. 

The end of Griffin’s speech brought 
renewed attempts by Charles Arno, 


Elton Rich, Murray Lane, Phil 
Irving, Bobby Dare and others to 
have Haddock read his report. Grif- 


fin then interjected with: 








An indication of the cut-throat 
tactics of some club bookers in 
New York can be drawn from 
the competitive bidding and 
eventual profit on a recent pri- 
vately-sponsored show. One 
booker offered a lineup of talent 
for $1,000; another offered to get 
the same acts for $750. “ 

The second salesman got the 
job, but the show cost him $743, 
maxing his profit only $7. 








a cohesive group for the sake of 
AGVA and stop the bickering among 
themselves. After Maji had com- 


progress of the Detroit local, 





| 
| 
| 








Edwards, Charles Nelson, Jack Irv- 
ing, Charles Brett and Nat Nazarro, 


Jr., gave similar reports. All of them | 


brought out that the out-of-town 
branches were flourishing, while both 
the N. Y. local end national admin- 
istration were in constant turmoil 
and red ink. 

The windup of the outside reps’ 


reports brought a renewed clamor | 


for Haddock’s report, but by this 
time the meeting was nearly three 
hours old and a good part of the au- 
dience had scrammed. Finally, as an 
appeaser, Haddock was asked to read 
the same report he had read before 
the Four A’s. 
only the mimeographed and doctored 
version that had been passed out 
shortly before by Irving, Rich, Arno 
and Lane; but he came up on the 
dais regardless. 

Jack Miller, N.Y. organizer, then 


challenged him, saying he did ‘not | 


want to listen to a communist...and 
that if Haddock was to speak then 
Miller wanted to read to the meet- 
ing ‘what happened in Washington 
in 1939.’ He referred to the nam- 
ing of Haddock as a Communist be- 
fore the Dies Committee, 

Emily Marsh, of Chorus Equity, 
entered into an exchange with Mil- 
ler, claiming that she wrote Con- 
gressman William P. Lambertson, 
who wrote in the Congressional Rec- 
ord that Haddock was a Red, and ac- 
cused him of being ‘a liar without 
Lambertson ever replying. Miller 
attempted to get in a return against 
Miss Marsh, also frequently accused 


of being a Communist, but Griffin | 


insisted that nobody follow the tac- 
tics of ‘several of Haddock’s adher- 
ents’ in disrupting the meeting. He 
signalled Haddock to go on. 


Haddock Hits ‘Organized 


*‘Haddock’s report is filled with re- 


criminations and personalities.’ 
Lane then demanded that, since it 
was an open meeting, Haddock 
should be heard. Another actor ran 
to the mike and shouted: 
‘All of you are chumps if you don’t 
insist on Haddock’s side of the story.’ 


Try to Break Up AGVA’ 


The deposed executive secretary 
opened up by claiming that there ‘is 
an organized attempt to turn AGVA 


over to the employer agents, or 
break it up.’ From the rear of the 
|hall, Emily Holt, of AFRA called 
| 

out: 


‘ ° | 
Pete Wells then made a plea of unity. 


time Elton Rich, another 
from the ‘radical’ side, got on 
dais, and pointing to the American 
flag as a symbol of justice, demanded 


At this 


Haddock’s report be heard. Phil 
Irving loudly seconded Rich. 
Asks Ruling of Turner 
Griffin made an attempt to stop 
the insurgent movement and asked 
for a ruling from Turner. Latter 


stated that Haddock’s report would 
be out of order, but Bobby Dare 
then challenged the dais, declaring 
that Griffin, as chairman, was wrong 
in asking a ruling from Turner. 

Griffin then told 
Haddock’s threat earlier in the day 
that his report would be read re- 
gardless. The chairman insisted that 
the regular agenda of the meeting 
be followed, meaning that the repre- 
sentatives from the out-of-town lo- 
cals would have to be heard before 
an open forum was declared. This 
gave Professor Maji his chance and, 
disdaining the mike, he ‘told off’ the 
assemblage in no uncertain terms. 
Regarding the obvious factionalism 
and bickering, Maji made one caustic 
remark: 

‘The people who have said that the 
N. Y. performers weren't bright 
enough to have their own union were 
evidently right.’ 

He added that he found the situa- 
tion in N. Y. extremely bad when 
he came here last Thursday (13), but 
since then he had faith that the na- 


the | 


‘That’s an outrageous statement.’ 

She demanded to ixnow if Haddock 
had any proof of his charge, and if 
so to disclose it. He didn't. 

Distinctly different from his report 
before the Four A’s, in which he 
accused Barto of virtually every at- 
tempt possible to sabotage AGVA, 


| Haddock had evidently greatly toned 
down. There still were some charges 


the meeting of | 


against Barto included, but mostly 
his report asked the AGVA mem- 
bers to take greater interest in 
their union: hold a real election and 
change their constitution. He lauded 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists for its successful organiza- 
tion within three and a half years 
Miss Holt thanked him for this, but 
pointed out that AGVA’s constitu- 
tion was nearly word for word the 
same as AFRA’s. 

Haddock’s report, instead of being 
full of fireworks, was held to have 
been disappointing. The meeting 
wound up immediately thereafter. 
Haddock asked to be permitted to 
read his ‘real report’ before a larger 


a 


;membership meeting, but the consen- 


sus of opinion is that he will never 


|again get the opportunity. 


| authoritative 


tional organization, with the sincere | 
| help of the Four A’s, would be put 


track. He demanded 
that the N. Y. membership become 


|and binding 


According to Griffin, Haddock told 
him that. he had two other union 
jobs waiting for him. The chair- 
man told the meeting that this means 
‘his dismissal] works no hardship on 
him. However, Haddock made it 
plain that he would like to get back 
into AGVA. It was claimed by one 
source that Haddock 
financed most of the mimeographing 
his nine-page report, 
with Arno, Rich, Irving and Miss 
Marsh sharing in the cost. 


pleted his story on the continued | 
Bob | 


'AGVA’s national 


This he did not have; | 


JOINT COMMITTEE SUPERVISES AGVA 
AFTER BARTO QUITS AS PRESIDENT 


Expensive Throat-Cutting Resignation Follows Meeting That Permitted Had- 


dock, et al., to Excoriate Union Head—Gerald 


Until such time as national 
j;election by referendum is com- 
i pleted within 60 days, the American 
Guild of Variety Artists is being ad- 
ministered by a joint committee of 
| five Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America representatives and 
| AGVA executive board members. 
Gerald Griffin has been appointed 
administrative head pro tem of 
AGVA, under the supervision of the 
joint board and without salary. 


This was the culmination of an- 
| other hectic week in AGVA affairs, 
| precipitated by the discharge last 
| Monday (10) of Hoyt S. Haddock as 
national executive secretary and 
the subsequent resignation on Fri- 
day (14) of Dewey Barto as national 
president. Barto had cast the de- 
ciding vote at the joint meeting of 
board and Four 
A’s reps which ousted Haddock. 

Barto’s resignation, however, was 
not looked for and was the result 
of the surprise appearance last 
Thursday (13) at a Four A’s meet- 
ing of Haddock, Phil Irving, who 
was ousted as N. Y. local executive 
secretary some time ago; Charles 
Arno and Elton Rich. Barto burned 
up when all four were permitted to 
speak, although it had been the 
AGVA president’s idea that the 
meeting had been called strictly for 


a 





| the purpose of deciding upon a new 


executive secretary for AGVA. 


Haddock Scores Barto 


Haddock not only spoke, but read 
a long report excoriating Barto. 
claimed Barto was selling out the 
actors to theatres and niteries; that 
he was hindering the progress of 
AGVA; that Barto and not Haddock 
was damaging to AGVA. Haddock 
stated that he knew Barto was 


|ready to recommend a new execu- 
|tive secretary who was a ‘scurvy, 


crooked former actor.’ 


At this point, Barto inierjected 
with the statement that it was true 


| he had already submitted a replace- 


ment. He then mentioned Walter 
Greaza, assistant executive secre- 
tary of Equity and one of that or- 
ganization’s respected officials, Had- 
dock had no reply. Incidentally, 
Greaza has frequently turned down 
all bids to step into AGVA as exec 
sec. 

Barto was further angered when 
Irving, Arno, Rich and then Emily 
Marsh were permitted to attack him. 
He then walked out of the meeting, 
first stating that he would tender his 
resignation to AGVA’ national 
board the following day (Friday). 

The Four A’s_ subsequently ex- 
plained that Haddock, Irving, Arno 


and Rich had asked to be heard at 
the meeting and their request was 
granted. Haddock’s dismissal, how- 


ever, was permitted to stand and on 
Saturday (15), the joint ad- 
ministrative board of AGVA, with 
Griffin sitting as chairman, stated: 
that of a 
taken as 


new 


*‘Haddock’s report 
discharged employee 
such.’ 


Was 
and 
‘Accepted With Regret’ 


It was added that Barto’s resigna- 
tion had been accepted ‘with regret’ 


and that an embossed resolution 
thanking Barto for all he had done 
for AGVA was bajng sent him. 

The new board at this meeting 
asked that it be made clear it was 
sitting as an impartial administra- 
tion and was not taking sides in any 
factionalism; that it would do its 
best to make AGVA a cohesive or- 
sanization; that the national elec- 


tion will give all AGVA locals over 
the country representation on the 
national board according to the 
numerical strength of their mem- 
berships. Professor Maji, president 
of the Detroit local, and Bob Ed- 
wards, executive secretary in Cin- 
cinnati, both currently in New York 
and given voice on the board, then 
stated that they have been satisfied 
in the past week.that AGVA was 
now on the right track. Edwards 
said he had received permission to 
speaksfor the Cleveland and Chicago 
branches as well as Cincinnati's. 
With Haddock out, virtually the 
entire so-called ‘radical’ faction has 
been eliminated from paid positions 
with AGVA. Only alleged ‘radical’ 
now remaining against whom ecriti- 
icism has been levelled is Ken How- 





| Share 
| officers of the American Guild of 


He | 


Griffin Pro Tem Leader 


+ 





ard, executive 
Angeles. 
Haddock’'s 2-Weeks’ Notice 
Haddock’s discharge called for two 
weeks’ notice and pay. A check for 
this was given him last Tuesday (11) 
and he was asked by Barto to leave. 
The deposed executive secretary at- 
tempted to remain until the two- 
week period was up, but was turned 
down. Immediately, the so-called 
communist element in AGVA rallied 
to his side, including Irving, Arno 
and Rich. Others of this faction 
promised ‘fireworks’ at the N. Y¥. 
local’s membership meeting Monday 
(17) at the Hotel’ Abbey. 
Gerald Griffin, actor-columnist, 
(Continued on page 52) 


secretary in Los 





L. A, S. F. AGVA 
TOPS PROTEST 
N.Y. POLICY 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 


Demand by Coast groups they 
in policies and selection of 





Variety Artists gained support of 
the Screen Actors Guild at a SAG 
board meeting last night with heads 
of AGVA, Frisco, and Los Angeles 
locals. Further meetings were ore 
dered to aid in solution of organ- 
ization problems. 

Demanding a meeting of repre- 
sentatives of all locals of American 
Guild Variety Artists be called to 
select a new national executive sece- 


| retary for AGVA, heads of the Los 


Angeles and San Francisco Chape 
ters Sunday (16) night wired Gere 
ald Griffin in New York questione 
ing any other method of deciding 
national policies or personnel for 
the organization. The joint wire was 
signed by Cliff Nazarro, prexy, and 
Kenneth Howard, executive secre- 
tary of the Los Angeles local, and 
Lou Ashe, prexy, and Vic Connors, 
executive secretary of the San Frane- 
cisco group. 

Griffin has been designated by 
committee of Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America to operate af- 
fairs of AGVA pending selection of 


an executive secretary. It has been 
indicated this selection would be 
made by the AAAA committee, 


Griffin, a member of the national 
board of AGVA, is headquartering 


in New York. 

In addition, it was learned that 
Kenneth Howard and Vic Connors 
will confer today with Kenneth 
Thomson, executive secretary of 


Screen Actors Guild and vice-prexy 
of the AAAA’s. While the names 
of one or two Hollywood figures 
have been mentioned as_ possible 
selections for AGVA executive sec- 
retary, those being most promle 
nently mentioned in the east are 
Alan Corelli and J. Howard Miller, 
Contents of Wire 


THe wire sent to Griffin follows: 
‘The San Francisco and Los Ane 
geles locals regret that they were 


unable to send their representatives 
to the meeting in New York today, 
We favor a meeting of representae 
tives from all locals, but only after 
adequate notice and preparation are 
given and fur.hermore insist that 
such a meeting be called with aue 
thority to select a temporary execue 
tive secretary and formulate a proe- 
gram until such times a national 
convention can be held. We quese- 
tion the right of the New York local 
or this New York meeting to make 
any decision affecting national poli- 
cies or personnel. 

‘We further question the consti- 
tutional authority of the national 
board of AGVA or the AAAA'’s to 
make any selection of an executive 
secretary prior to calling the nas 
tional convention. In making this 
protest and submitting this program 
we have full confidence that only by 
this method can the demands and 
needs of the 6,000 members organe 
ized by our locals be realized and 
the future of AGVA as a national 
organization be assured.’ 
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Gov't Nicks N. Y. Cafes for $2,000,000 
In Back Taxes; Stark's Jail Sentence 


- 
——_—___—_— + 





{ 

During the past 18 months, the, 
Government has collected over $2,- | 
000,000 in delinquent taxes from New , Karen Cooper Reports On Many 
York City niteries. Jesse Moss, as- | Song Changes in Havana 
sistant U. S. attorney in charge of the | emia 
districts of N. Y., Brooklyn, Long Is-| Singers playing foreign dates must 
land and New Jersey, has prosecuted | have an extensive repertoire if 
108 cases and secured convictions in| they’re to cope with the extreme 
all during that period. | competition, particularly in Latin 

Thursday (13), Herman Stark, America, says Karen Cooper, song- 
managing director of the defunct, stress, back on Broadway after play- 
Cotton Club, was fined $1,500 and| ing the Casino Nacional, Havana. 
sentenced to six months in jail for| The demand of the Casino Na- 
amusement tax evasion by Judge|cional management for a too-fre- 
Alfred C. Coxe in the N. Y. federal | quent change of repertoire is in- 
court. The court suspended sen-, dicative of the general trend below | 
tence if Stark paid the fine and| the equator, she says. 
made good approximately $4,000- | 
$5,000 due in social security and' 


qrmement tones ttre Coveney Dick Henry Heads 
Morris Office Club 


the former. Stark will be unable to 
Entertainment Dept. 


re-enter the field and secure a li- 
cense because he was convicted of a 
felony. Had he been convicted of 
a misdemeanor, with which most of 

The William Morris office in New 

York is setting up a private club 

and entertainment department, with 

Dick Henry at its head. It’s the first 


the cases are concerned, he would 
have been able to secure another 

time for the Morris agency in this 
specialty. 


night club license. 

The tax collected is 4% on every 
dollar, which is a jump of 1% since 

Henry, before the fireworks started 

in Europe, was head of the Morris 

agency’s foreign sales department. 


AGENTS ENDORSE NEW 


NEED WIDE REPERTOIRE 








its money monthly so that returns 
do not accumulate. Due to a short- 
age of men, at times the U. S. slips 
up and only visits the clubs every 
several months, which sometimes is 
the reason for large amounts in the 
kitty when indictments are filed. 








Eddie Davis on Mend 


| Eddie Davis, co-boniface and solo 





star of Leon & Eddie’s, New York 
nitery, returns to his bistro actively 
in a couple of weeks after being out 
since December following an ear 
| operation. 


delicate aur! incision and it’s now 
on the mend. 


‘US. Dancers’ Baby, Born 
_ Same Day as Cuban Prez’s 
Son, Draws State Award 


Havana, Feb. 18. 








here Feb. 7, will be the only Amer- 
ican baby to have a Cuban presi- 
dent’s honorarium, including a $15 
cash bonus, because of the fact the 
child was bern on the same day that 
President and Mrs. Batista of Cuba 
also became parents. 

By national proclamation a me- 


born that day. 

Lilliane and Mario retired profes- 
sionally as dancers because of the 
family event, 
to stage-managing the revues at both 
San Souci and Casino Nacional, op- 
erated by the same syndicate. 


MIAMI BEACH PAR SPOT 








Negligible matinee trade forced 
Paramount to take vaude out of the 
Beach theatre, Miami Beach, recently 





The Government realizes that its 
staff is inadequate to visit each club 
monthly and make collections, giving 
nitery ops the temptation to use k 
Government funds for themselves. an ial bag nna As ol 
Unless staff additions are made, the| ** meeting tage ie = 
Government will have to depend on ee a = Bey te 
the honesty of the club owners or | attende 7 age seg 
managements, or the fear that they ers, a resolution was passed = 
wit be couch, to ah fn ealoting| to Oe Ae varity Artes. Mee 
returns, | 1c ’ vay ee 

Among some of the recent in- ing was singularly harmonious, with 
dictments or convictions are the Ross | 48ents expressing their satisfaction 
Fenton Farms, conviction; Open | te paige in oo uk te 
Door, under indictment; Coq Rouge, | A setup nere has w 
pleaded guilty; Dickie Wells, con- | the betterment and improvement of 
victed; The Black Cat, convicted; The | the club booking business. 
Famous Door, indictment filed; The AGVA last week filed ww signa- 
Plantation, convicted; The Little | tured contracts with Balaban 
Roumanian Rendezvous, convicted; | Katz, the Mort Singer circuit and the 
Fl Toreador, convicted; Man About | Chicago Warner Bros. circuit. The 
Town, convicted; Chateau Moderne, | Mart Singer contract was the first 
indicted: Brown Derby, indicted; In- | : 
ternational Casino, indicted: The | outside of Chicago in the midwest. 


Whirling Top, convicted; Barrel of | 
Veloz-Yoianda Plan 











Fun, the Hurricane and Mon Paris, 
all under indictment. 





Sherman’s New Booking | 








Veloz and Yolanda, now on the 
Coast, are planning a return to the 
ballroom dancing field. 

They’ve been in retirement almost 
two years, pending the birth of 
Frank Veloz, Jr., while the male half 
of the team devoted himself to the 


Eddie Sherman has taken over the 
booking of the Tivoli, Brooklyn, 
which this past week switched its 
policy from burlesque-films to five 
acts of vaude and dual features. 

Sherman’s first show in the indie | 
house opened Friday (14). It sells| Velanda racing stable and more re- 
the combination of double features | cently put on dances for RKO-Radio 
and stage shows for 30c top at night. | Pictures. 


AGVA SETUP IN CHI. 


SE 


and revert the house to straight 
films. 

That leaves Par with only one 
vaudefilmer in Florida, the Olympia, 
in the city of Miami, a four-day 
stand. There are two or three other 
vaudfilmers in the sector, but they 
are independently operated and 
locally booked. 


Claims False Use of Pic, 


| 


| 








| A $50,000 suit by Tom Lomas 
| the novelty 


A. Hamid was revealed Monday (17) 


in New York supreme court when 


| Justice Morris Eder denied a plea 


deal closed by AGVA with a circuit| by the defendants to dismiss the | Production numbers here, 
Suit asserts defendants have 


| action. 


Dr. Julius Lempert performed a 


The son of Liliane and Mario, born | 


—-——_ 





Night Club Reviews | 








CHEZ PAREE, CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 
Sterner Sisters (2), Lois Wallner, 
Commanders (16), Frank Libuse and 
| Co. (3), Morton Downey, House Line 
(16), Lou Breese Orch, Don Orlando 
Orch. 








Another fine show here for a class 
audience. Headlining is Morton 
Downey, long a favorite with the 
Chez followers, and he proves emi- 


/nently satisfying with his vocal rou- | are done by the three boys and two 


tine. 

Downey could have stayed on all 
night when caught. He opened at 
the piano with a series of pop tunes 
but came back at the insistent de- 
mand of the audience and took the 
floor mike to warble a session of 
strictly Erin tunes. The wearing of 
the green always gets 'em and the 
Goldbergs that haunt this joint were 
as vociferous as if they all came 
direct from Kilkenny instead of 





dallion and $15 went to every baby | 


he devoting himself | 





QUITS VAUDE FOR FILMS 


Minsk. 6 

Frank Libuse clowns around a bit 
at the tables during the evening but 
turns in a really creditable variety 
routine on the floor. His hoke 
comedy is right for this show, lavish 
on production and emphatic on 
pretty singing. As far as singing 
goes Libuse’s partner, Margot Bran- 
der, comes up with elegant pipes and 
indicates an ability to vocalize in 
spades during the ‘Hear the Gentle 
Lark’ clowning bit with Libuse. She 
makes a terrific foil for Libuse’s 
clowning and is fully 50% of the 
effectiveness of the comedy. 

Opening is the dancing Sterner 
Sisters, who make a nifty appear- 
anc. and come through with some in- 
teresting routines. 

Joey Jacobson and Mike Fritzel are 
trying something new here with the 
booking of 16 mdle voices accom- 
panied by the high pipes of Lois 
Wallner. Distinctly unusual to see 
a mob of 16 men on a cafe floor, and 
this group is especially effective with 








its excellent vocal ability. They 
make a stand-out appearance and then 
sock home with a session of tonsil 


stomping for more. Miss Wallner so- 
pranos along with the group and the 
!combination indicates a real future in 
| show business, not only on the floor 


| outlets. 
Fred Evans utilizes the 16 Com- 


-* | manders in a final production rou- 
owner, operator and performer in| 


vaudeville act called 


| tine, working them into a little bit of 


waltzing with the 16 Chez Paree | 
& Tom Lomas Troupe, against George girls. Result is a floor blooming with 


| 32 young and good-looking people to 


make an audience-tingling picture. | type, 





exercises that had these customers | 


= of the Chez Paree but in other top | 
| Sues Hamid for $50,000 cafes and in theatres, radio and other 


the air if and when something more 
substantial is forthcoming. 

Their presentation, which runs a 
little more than half an hour, is cur- 
rently based completely on Varirzy 
as they try to make intelligible—or 


| ‘translate into English’ as they cal] 


it—this sheet’s headlines. Routine 
was done by them in slightly abbre- 
viated form on the air. 


After introductory patter, the 
VarieTy idea gives the troupe a 
jumping-off place for skits on opera, 


ASCAP-BMI, a 1922 musical, sister 
harmony trios and radio shows. Al] 


smart-looking femmes in a talk-song 
style to the piano accompaniment of 
Eddie Hayward. Material is all orig- 
inal with the gang, written in col- 
laboration. 

Introduction is an effort to explain 
such elemental (to a mugg) Varirry 
abacadabra as ‘Buff on Cutt’ and ‘Pop 
oe Flop.’ Best of the numbers that 
follow is probably “The Banshee Sis- 
ters, in which the two gals show 
how a femme trio suffers when ‘Sis- 
ter Susy,’ who carries the melody, 
goes off and gets married. Take-off 
on DuPont's ‘Cavalcade of America’ 
—depicting the hardships gone 
through by the inventor of the shoe- 
horn before he convinced the world 
it was practical—is another pip. So's 
‘A Night in Philadelphia,’ musical of 
the days back in the '20s when the 
only thing that mattered was gals, 
gals, gals. Stuff is all smartly so- 
phisticated and it’s onnang that the 
quintet hasn’t been pinched from its 
cellar by one of the swank east side 
spots. 

Rest of entertainment at the Van- 
guard is the able peeneng in the 
lulls by the colored Hayward and the 
super-jive of Zutty Singleton’s three- 
man band, also Negro. Herb. 


EMBASSY, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 7. 
Ethel Barrymore Colt, Carol 
Rhodes, Los Cucarachos, Dorothy 
Volkoff, George Clifford, Curt Weiler 
Orch (6), Carlos Reyes Rhumba Trio; 
No Cover or Minimum. 








Ethel Barrymore Colt is making 
what she calls her farewell nitery 
appearance at the Club Embassy 
during the next two weeks. From 
now on, she sa¥s, she will concen- 
trate on opera. (Miss Colt made her 
operatic debut last week in Balti- 
more). The daughter of Ethel Barry- 
more shows t'-e results of her opera- 
tic training in her turn at this in- 
timate spot. 

Disdaining the mike, she gives out 
with pop tunes of the semi-classical 
having a full soprano, and 


Evans has turned out a neat series of | Scores heavily with a medley of Con- 


| especially with the stirring ovening 


‘| illegally used plaintiff's picture for | Riff layout and the novel beil turn 


advertising purposes. 
It is stated that beginning in De- 
| cember, 1936, and continuing to date, 


° the defendant has published plain- 
Return fo Dancing tiff’s picture in a book called Geeens | 


| Hamid’s Attractions,’ which has been 
publicized among agents in the the- 
atrical world. It was also stated that 
plaintiff is under exclusive contract 
| to Hamid. 

| Defense claims that the picture 
was authorized by Lomas in 1936. 





Emily Walters (Vox And) 
| Sought as Beneficiary 


| Emily Walters, vaudeville actress, 








, ees 





BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 


Bayant 9-7800 





H. LUBIN-. 


J. 
ENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 





|is being sought by the Penn Mutual 


| Insurance Co. as beneficiary of a 


| policy. Matter came to the atten- 
tion last week of E. K. Nadel, agent 
who booked Miss Walters some years 
ago. 

She was recently appearing in a 
ventriloquist act with Valentine Vox. 


WGN’S BiG TALENT DEAL 


Will Boek $5,000 Show for Illinois 
Bankers Assn. Banquet 











Chicago, Feb. 18. 
Talent Division of WGN last week 
snatched its biggest 


the banquet of the Illinois Bankers 
Ass'n convention at 
House next month. 


the purse-strings are out for the cele- 
bration. Noe] Gerson, Talent Divi- 
sion chief, indicates that the show 


setting some of the top show biz 
names for the occasion. 


Jack Curtis Joins Lyons 


Jack Curtis has joined the A. & S. 
Lyons office in New York to handle 








partment. 
Also brought in is Milton Pickman. 





bookings, including bands. 





club booking 
| job in these parts when it obtained a | 
| contract to book the entire show for | 
the Palmer 


Convention will mark golden an- 
niversary for the Association and 


will run close to $5,000, with WGN 


the latter’s nitery and theatre de- 


who will work with Curtis on such 


| for the middle routine. 
Lou Breese orchestra stays over 


| and continues as one of the real fa- | 


| vorites of the Chez and Chicago. 
Dlays the best show accompaniment 
of any orchestra in local cafedom 
| and the dance sessions are aces. Don 
Orlando orch supplements’ and 
stresses the tropical rhythm for the 








congarhumbaists. Gold. 

| Village Vanguard, N. Y. 
| The Revuers (Alvin Hammer, 
| Betty Comden, Judith Tuvim, 


Adolph Green, John Frank), Eddie 
| Hayward, Zutty Singleton Orch (3). 





Village Vanguard is a converted 


more of the cellar than any of a 
number of such spots in Greenwich 
Village and 52d street, N. Y. Yet, in 
its third year now, it has done al- 
most continually good biz. Respon- 
sible for that, against the odds im- 
posed by the ~~ surroundings, 
is no doubt the unusual entertain- 
ment policy followed by operator 
Max Gordon (no relation to the legit 
producer of the same name). 

With budgets limited by a house 
that’s mobbed when it has 75 patrons, 
Gordon has been smart in obtaining 
such groups as The Revuers, now 
there for their second stand. Troupe 
of five is currently in its fifth week 
after an initial stay last season of 
eight months. Their relief in the in- 





| ganizations and, for a long time, the 


of Latin-American minstrels who in- 
vent lyrics on topical subjects as 
they go along. 

Revuers return to their under- 
ground hutch from such an aerie as 
the Rainbow Room, N. Y., and the 
more earthbound spaciousness of the 
Music Hall, between the two of 
which they collected nine weeks of 
Rockefeller coin. They were also at 
the N. Y. Fair during the summer, 
and recently wound up 30 weeks on 
NBC, sustaining. They'll return to 





cellar-nitery that probably retains | 


terim was several other similar or- | 





| 


clicking | tinental songs, winding up with ‘Last 


Time I Saw Paris,’ which she puts 
over wiih lots of expression. Gal 
has learned a lot about song-selling 
since her appearance here a year ago 
at the now defunct Delmonico Club. 

Another standout is the chirping 
turn of blonde Carol Rhodes. A 
looker with classy pipes, she’s forte 
on sophisticated vocalizing. Best 


|number is ‘Give It Back to the In- 


| 
| 
j 


| 





Calypso Singers, that strange brand | 





dians.’ Miss Rhodes’ strong points 
are nimble orbs. 

Dorothy Volkoff, svelt brunet, 
terps, her routine ranging from bal- 
let to low-down hip-weaving. George 
Clifford, perennial Embassy emcee, 
stages a bang-up finale’ called 
‘Phooey, Miami,’ in which the Florida 
play-spot is panned as being Amer- 
ica’s ‘ice-box.’ Los Cucarachos rep- 
resent frozen life guards; the gals 
are dolled un in bathing suits and 
fur coats and a couple of trick pen- 
guins round out the stunt. Clifford 
has also whipped up some lyrics 
which would make the Miami Cham- 
ber of Commerce burn. 

Curt Weiler’s band accompanies 
the show and dancing while Carlos 
Reyes’ Pan-American trio play the 
lull spots. 

House jammed at this apes pew. 

ondat. 


Minnesota Terrace, Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 





Minneapolis, Feb. 7. 
Gus Arnheim Orch (14), Katherine 


Joyce, Andy Russell, ‘Mac’ Stone, 
Marshall and Shields, Theodore 
and Denesha, Virginia Sanford, 


Arthur Murray Dancers (2); $1 and 
$2 minimums. 





Suave Gus Arnheim and his 
streamlined music fit into this 
swank spot like peas in a pod. Dis- 
pensing smooth sweetswing, the or-. 
chestra fills the bill expertly for the 
dance crowd which frequents here 
bent principally on loosening up the 
pedal extremeties. It’s strictly 4a 
dance orchestra, going lightly on the 
specialty and novelty end, and in an 


/environment that radiates class and 


(Continued on page 52) 
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| STATE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (FEB. 13) 


WALTER “DARE” WAHL 


“It’s Fun to Be Fooled” 
Assisted by JOHN TRAMA 
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Variety Bills | 





THIS WEEK (Feb. 14) 
NEXT WEEK (Feb. 21) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 


State (20) 


Lou Holts 
Wendy Barry 
Arline Judge 
Lola Lane 
Diano Del Rio 


Ruth Day 

Jack Sidney 
WASHINGTON 

Capitol (21) 

Henry Busse Ore 

Eunice Healev 

Ginger Harmon 

Ross Wyse Jr 








Paramount 








JEW YORK CITY 
sg twee (19) 
Ella Fitzgerald Orc 
Bob Howard 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Peg Bates 

. CHICAGO 

Chicago (21) 
Jane Froman 
Matty Malneck Ore 
Dean Murphy 
Bernard Co 

State Lake (21) 
Int'l Casino Rev 


MIAMI 
Olympla (20-23) 
Hildegarde 
Donald Novis 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Pritchard & Lord 
Jansleys 
Masters & Rollins 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (21) 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
Hudson Wonders 
Gil Lamb 
Ray & Trent 











RKO 








BOSTON 
Keith (20) 
Ben Bernie Orc 
Dale Winthrop 
Cass Daly 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (21) 
Allen & Kent 
Jack Fulton 
Fred Sanborne 
Blackstone 
(14) 
Follies Bergere 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (21) 
Glenn Miller Ore 
(14) 
Joe Venuti Ore 
Andrews Sis 
Ruthie Barnes 
West & Page 
Rufe Davis 


COLUMBUS 
Palace (21) 
Folies Bergere 
DAYTON 
Colonial (21) 
4 Co-Eds 
Lya Lys 
Frank Paris 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Nick Lucas 
Lew Parker Co 
qi‘) 
5 Canestrellys 
Allen & Kent 
Ginger Manners 
Fred Sanborne 
ROCHESTER 
Temple (14) 
Streets of Paris 
SYRACUSE 
Strand (21) 
Streets of Paris 











Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (21) 


Raymond Scott Ore 
Paul Remos Co 
Deval, Merle & Lee 


(14) 
Ray Noble Ore 
George Taps 
Yvette 
J & J McKenna 
Lee, Lynn & Low 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (21) 

Ray Noble Ore 
George Taps 
J & J McKenna 
Kitty Carlisle 

(14) 
John ‘Scat’ Davis O 
3 Diamond Bros 
Sue Ryan 
Johnny Downs 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (21) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Cotton Club Boys 

Avis Andrews 
Cook & Brown 
Anise & Aland 
READING 
Astor (21-22 
Herbie Kaye Orc 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (21) 
Minnevitch Co 
Hoo Shee 
Naitto Tr 
Gae Foster 
(14) 
Calgary Bros 
3 Pitehmen 
i|Gae Foster Gls 
| Loper & Barratt 


Gis 











Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (20) 
dune Forrest 
Robert Shanley 
Marie Grimaldi 
Nicholas Daks 
Arnaut Bros 


Roxy (21) 
Joe Howard 
3 Swifts 


Capella & Beatrice 
Paul Ash Orc 
Apollo (21) 
Harlem Way U 
Slim & Sam 
Conway & Parks 
Billy Holiday 
Academy of Music 
(21 only) 
Nelson & Marsh 
Beatrice Howell 
Gene Marvey 
Demnati Tr 
Park Plaza (19-20) 
Nelson & Marsh 
Beatrice Howell 
Gene Marvey 
Demnati Tr 


_ Riviera (22-23) 
Nelson & Marsh 
Beatrice Howell 
Gene Marvey 
Demnati Tr 


Windsor (20) 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
Senator Murphy 
Larry Adler 
Grace Drysdale 
Beverly Roberts 


BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (20) 
6 Honeys 


Wesson Bros 
Gene Sheldon 
Lynn, Royce & V 
Royal (23-27) 
Charlie Bernet Ore 
State (23-26) 
Lewis & Lorraine 
Stritt & Kay 
Versatile Singers 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (20) 
Funzafire U 
Benny Meroff Orc 
CAMDEN 
Towers (21-23) 
an Americana U 


ELIZABETH 
Liberty (20-23) 
Jack Holst Co 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Virginia Austin 
A & M Havel 
5 Cabin Kids 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (18-20) 
Major Bowes U 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (20-22) 
Rancheros 
Reed & English 
Harry Stockwell 
(Two to fill) 
HARRISBURG 
State (24-26) 
Singer's Midgets 
HARTFORD 
State (23-25) 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
(21-22) 
Fredysons 
|Rae & Davis 
Yvette 
Bill Robinson 
NEWARK 
Adams (21-23) 
John ‘Scat’ 
Steve Evans 
3 Dane Debs 
John Boles 
Johnny Downs 
PATERSON 
Majestic (25-27) 
Foley & White 
Herbert Dexter 
Casanova Dane 
(Two to fill) 
(21-24) 
4 Fantinos 
F & A Carroll 
Elmer Cleve Co 
Globe Trotters 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fay'’s (20) 
'May, June & Penny 
|} Jack MeCoy 
| Gregory & Raymond 
Radianna 
Levan & Bolles 
Wauneta Bates 
16 Lonergan Gis 
Carmen (21-24) 
Max & Gang 
Carr Bros 
| (Three to fill) 
} (18-20) 
Wilfred Dubois 





Davis O 


Ferdinand 

Sons of Purple Sage 

Stone & Lee 

6 Marvelettes 
PITMAN, N. J. 
Broadway (22) 

Lewis & Lorraine 

Stritt & Kay 

Harry: Reso 

Versatile Singers 
PROVIDENCE 

Metropolitan (21-23) 

A B Marcus U 


WASIHNGTON 

Howard (21) 
Earl Hines Ore 
Sister Tharpe 
Moke & Poke 
Jerry Taps 

WORCESTER 
Plymouth (17-19) 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
Nonchalants 
Chris Cross 





Statler 2 








Cabaret Bills 








Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Orc 
Marie Spaulding 

Beachcomber 
Michaei Loring Ore 
Sacasas Orc 
Elsa Valladares 
Carmen Amaya 

Bill Bertolotti's 
Don S3;lvio Ore 
Angels Cre 
Barbara La Marr 
Lynn & Marianne 
Elvira Carlos 
Christine Curtis 
Frederica 
May Lewis 

Bill’s Gay 90's 
Charies Stricklané 
“Lulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 

Cafe Bruno 
Chick Raines Ore 
Gynia Gray 
}Anne Forrest 
Threesome 

Cafe Continental 
Yascha Datsko 
Nordstrom Sis 
Alex Makofka 
Patricia Wing 
Hado Hurd 
Irene Stanley 

Cafe Pierre 
Gerry Morton Ore 
Della Lind 

Cafe Society 

(Midtown) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
| Eddie South Ore 
Hazel Scott 
Ammons & Johnson 
Kenneth Spencer 

Cate Society 

(Village) 


Henry Allen Ore 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Art Tatum 


Willie Bryant 
Sammy Pierson 
Mae Digges 





Chateau Moderne 

Maurice Shaw Orc 

Gabriel 

Bill Taylor 

Dorothy Tanner 

Rolin Smith 

Carol Boyd 

Ted Lane 

Al Lentz 

Tommy Baron 
Club 18 

G Andrews Ore 

Peter Brent Ore 

Hazel McNulty 


| Jack White 
| Maxine Loomis 
Lilyan Dell 


! 
Pat Harringten 


Frankie Hyers 
Jerry Blanchard 
Terry Lasky 
Janet Lind 


Club Gaucho 


Don Miguel Ore 
Currito & Coral 
Marita 

Fontana 


Club Waikiki 


Harold Aloma Orc 
Lotus Ahn 


Copacabana 


Juanita Juarez 
Frank Marti Ore 
Fernando Alvarez 
Patti Pickens 
Mario & Floria 
Samba Sirens 

Cuban Casino 
Consuelo Moreno 
Don Casanova 
Dimas & Belen 
Effi Dorre 
Diamond 
Noble Sissle 
Blanche Ring 
| Gilda Gray 
Eddie Leonard 
Julian Eltinge 
Harland Dixon 
Prof Lamberti 
Wini Shaw 
Horton Spurr 
Dave Mallen 
Herman Hyde 
Sally Burrell 

El Chico 

Don Alberto Orc 
Martinez & Antonita 
Lolita Gomez 
Pepe Hurtado 
La Gitanilla 
Maria Lopez 
Los Aztecas 


Famous Door 


Joe Marsala Ore 

| Adele Girard 

| Bee Kalmus 

|} Frances Carroll 

| Marion Eddy 

| Dorothy Ross 
Gay White Way 

Shep Fields Orc 

| Joan Edwards 

‘ Harris: & Shore 


Ore 





NEW YORK CITY 


Nat Brandwynne Or | 


Horseshoe | 


Bob Shea 

Carol King 
Geraldine & Joe 
Gloria Blake 
Marion Miller 


| 





Jorge Negrete 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


Bob Grant Ore 
John Buckmaster 


Hotel Shelton 
Johnny Johnson Or 
Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Dave Martin Ore 
bee Williams 
Yank Porter 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Beauvel & Tova 
Don Hooton 
Lolo & Bobby 
Hotel St. Regis 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Orc 
Dorothy Lewis 
Heasley Twins 
Hazel Franklin 


Hotel Taft 
Frankie Masters Or 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
Empire Room 
Leighton Noble Ore 

Mischa Borr Ore 
Adelaide Moffett 
John Wray 

Hurricane 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Juan Costa Orc 
Romo Vincent 
Patricia Norman 
Enrico & Novello 
Winnie Hoveler Gls 
Iceland Restaurant 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Manuel Ovando Ore 
Paul Duke 
Lamazar & Garvan 
Iolene O'Neil 


Nilda 

Clymas 

Byrnes & Swanson 
Mon Paris 


Heywood Powers Or 
Dick Wilson Ore 
Eleanor French 


Monte Carlo 


Ted Straeter Ore 
Ethel Waters 


Old Roumanian 


Joe La Porte Ore 
Ethel Bennett 
Sadie Banks 
Jenia Pobedinia 
Buddy Walker 
Chiquita Venezia 
Eli Spivack 
Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bernice Manning 
Bill Farre}] 
Joe Ravazo 
Vincent de Costa 
Art Tubertini 
Tino Donelli 


Rainbow Grill 
Barry Winton Uro 
Gloria Hope 
Juhan & Marjori 
Jean Murray 


Rainbow Room 
Ben Cutler Ore 
Keith Clark 
Cappella & Beatrice 
Rolly Rolls 


Ruban Bleu 
Hope Emerson 
Palomo 
Vera Sanoff 
Herman Chittison 
Delta Boys 

Russian Kretchma 
Nicolas Matthey Or 
Peter Nemiroff Orc 





Lew Hoffman 
Hadley Gls 
Blackhawk 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Earle Leslie 
| Grandfat’r’s Follies 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 
Jay Cole Ore 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Mae King 
3 Niblics 
Bob Billings 


Broadmont 
Karl Wayne 
Marie Young 
Shirley Lucky 
Connie Oster 
Pat Snvder 
Doris Clayton 
Herb Rudolphs Ore 


Chez Paree 


Lou Breese Oro 
Jane Frohman 
Rufe Davis 
Four Franks 
Juvelys 
Evans Gls 

Club Alabam 
Charlotte Van Dae 
Marion Moore 
Harriet Norris 
Allen Coe 
3ernie Adler 
Betty Hill 
Inez Gambol 
Effie Burton 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Ore 
Dorothy Dale 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Club Minuet 
Helene Carol 








—— 
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Marcia Ray 
Ann Pennington 
Betty Jane Smith 
Gr’nwi’h Village Inn 
Anthony Trini Ore 
Aileen Cook 
Denise 
Eleanor Knight 
Bernice Manning 
Dorita 
Grace Patterson 
Frank McCormick 
Havana-Madrid 
Froilan Maya Ore 
Juanito Sanabria Or 
Arturo Cortez 
Pepita & Lucia 
Carlos Valades 
Manor & Mignon 
Rosita Ortega 


Hickory House 
Lou Holden Orc 


Hotel Algonquin 
Bela Bizony 
Renato 
Linda Lee 
Baldwin Bergerson 
Oscar Andree 
Doodles Weaver 

Hotel Astor 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
Sande Williams Orc 

Hotel, Belmont 

Plaza 





Arthur Ravel Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore | 
Mishel Gorner Ore | 
Gwen Gary 
Lucille Johnson | 
Moro & Chita | 
Belmont Balladeers 
Hotel 
Orrin Tucker 
Bonnie Baker 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Eddie Lane Ore 
Hotel Brevoort 
Paula Lawrence 
Sam Ray 
Julius Monk 
Eddie Mayehoff 
Norbert Waconit 
Elsie Houston 
Hotel Edison 
Mal Hallett Ore 
Madeline Gray 
Hotel Essex House | 
Joe Reichman Ore | 
Gloria Martin | 
Hotel Lexington 
Lani McIntire Orc 
Aggie Auld 
Napua 
Momi Kai 
Maleo Shaw 
Hotel Lincoin 
Tony Pastor Ore 
Lincolnairs 


Hotel McAlpin 


Isham Jones Ore 
Shirley Lloyd 
Hotel New Yorker 
Woody 
Muriel 
Ice Ballet 
Erna Andersen 
Adele inge | 
Ronnie Roberts 
Jerry Farley 
Mark Plant 
Bob & B Wade 
Hotel Park Central | 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Ore | 
Jack Waldron 
Barry, Prince & C 
Pastins & Fanchon 
| 3 Nightingales 

| ‘Scat’ Powell 
| Elenore Wood 
| Roberti Roberts 
Toni Traube 

Hotel Pennsylvania 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Helen O'Connell 
Bob Eberle 
Hotel Plaza 


Dick Gasparre Ore 





Biltmore 
Ore 





Herman Ore 
Lane 











Chiquito Ore 


| Raye & Naldl 


Wintone 
Hotel Roosevelt 


Jane 


i Guy Lombardo Ore 


| Dorothy Brandon 
| Maxellos 


| Sophist’'d Envoys O 


| Mitchell 
; Hlerbie 


{Freddie Martin Ure | Dorothy 


| Beryl 





Jack Harris Ore 
Noro Morales Ore 
Adele Norella 
Dacita 

Town & Knott 
Conchita & Worth 
Teresita & Serrano 


La Martinique 
Roy Fox Ore 
Kay Kimber 
Herbert Curbello Or 
Danny Kaye 
Mati & Hari 
Larue 


Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Cog Rouge 
Harold Nagel Ore 

Oscar Day Ore 
Alicia Henderson 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Teddy Rodriguez 
Virginia Valley 
Dora Maughan 
Patricia Joyce 
Jackie Miles 


Adia Kuznetzoff 
Senia Karavaeff 
Michel Michon 
Mishi Uzdanoff 
Arjsiak Arafelova 
Sawdust Trail 
Julia Gerity 
Sunny Sharon 
Virginia Vallon 


Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 


Versailles 
Nicholas D’Amico O 
Panchito Ore 
Doris 
Lois January 
De Angelo & Porter 
John Scarne 

Village Barn 
Peter Kara Orc 
June Bentley 
Pappy Below 
Sons of Purple Sage 
Laura Kellogg 
Stuart & Lea 
Zeb Carver Co 

Whirling Top 
3 Tops 





H' wood Canines 


Ginger Wayne 


LOS ANGELES 


Biltmore Bowl 


Jimmy Castle 


Burton Twins 

Everett West 

3 Dee's 

Chester Dolphin 

Chuck Foster Ore 
Cafe La Maze 


Adele Rowland 
Jimmy O'Brien 
Dvana Gayle 





Casa Manana 
Anderson 

Sis 

Jefferies 

Duke Ellington Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 

Billy Rayes 

Bud Hughes & Pals } 


Ivy 





Earl Carroll 
Jimmy Durante 
Buster Shaver 
Olive & George 
6 Debonairs 
Wallace 
Mary 


Clair & Day 
Rhumba Ore 
Slate Bros 

Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Gardes 
NTG 7th Edition 
Fred Scott 

Marion Wilkins 


Sugar Geise 


Rio Bros 


| Charlie Foy’s Club 


Charlie Foy 
leonard Sues 
Bob Evans 


| George Beete 


Wilma Novak 
Art Bernard 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Newell Chase 
Harry & P Carroll 
Mary Healy 


Ore 


| Neville Fleeson 
| Princess Michi 
| Peter Lind 
|Grace Hayes 


Hayes O 


Rebecca Hayes 

House of Murphy 
Naomi Wheat 
Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Gordon Bishop 
Elmore White 
Bob Murphy 


Peterbeck | 
| Helen O'Hara | 
| Barbara O’Drew 

| Reyes’ Rhumba Bd 


St 


‘It’ Cafe 
Dorothy Dandridge 
Dave Forrester Orc 

La Conga 
Paul Neighbors Orc 
Leon Frank 
Peppy & Peanuts 
Stellita 
Phillip Lopez Ore 

Macambo Cafe 
Dinorah Rego 
Humbertos Bd 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 

Palladium 
Glenn Gray Ore 

Paris Inn 
Kenny Henryson 
Dominic 
Marg’rite & M’rtinez 
Heory Monet 


| Helen Golden 


Jamison 
Heller 
Helen Harrison 
Maletts 

Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 


Pirates Den 


| Pegleg Happeney 
Susan Miller 
Wally Boag 
Lovey Lane 
Henry Grant 

i Gaby La Fitte 

|} Black Andy 
| 


Davey 


Tom Garay 
Nick Cochran Ore 


| Scheherazade Cafe 

| Yascha Borowski 

Gavrila 

Zandra 

Mara Manet 

| Russian Gypsy Ore 
Seven Seas 

Lilia Kipikona 

Puanani Mathews 

Jane Avelar 

Johnie Bright Ore 


Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
| Elliott Carpenter 
| Lorraine Elliot 
| Lou Sailee Ore 
| Swanne Inn 
|4 Dreamers 
| Eddie Beal 
| Topsy’s 
|The Topsyettes 

Beverly & Revel 

Paul Locke 

Russ Brown 
| Marvin Dale Ore 
| Wilshire Bows 
| Taras & Mtelers 
| Phil Harris Ore 





CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 

larry Adler 

Virginia Hays 


Jerry Shelton Ore 


; Bismarck Hote! 
| (Walnut Room) 
|} Art Kasse} Ore 
Marion Holmes 
Collette & Barry 


oe ateninemeememeaniadl 
Juanita Rios Bobby Ahearn Olga Ivanova Rita Ray 
Mimi Kellerman Phil Seed Nastia Poliakova Alvira Morton 
Coley Worth La Conga Marusia Sava Ethel Brown 


Fillmore Sherman 
Art Fischers Ore 
Del Estes 


Colony Club 


Sacasas Orc 
Monchita Ore 


Colosimos 
Eddie White 
Liyon Warjo 
Hazel Manjean Gls 
Janice Davenport 
Jack Prince 
F Quarteill Ore 


Club Dellsa 


Billy Mitchell 
Cyclone Morgan 
Billie Eckstein 
De Alexander 
Chippie Hill 
6 Jitterbugs 
Rhythm Willie 
Charles Isom 
Partello Gls 
Red Saunders Oro 
Congress Hotel 


(Glass Hat Rm) 
Johnny Banga Ore 
(Peacock Rm) 

Joe Ver 
Edgewater 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 


| Richard Himber Orc 
| Dor Dorben Gls 
Herb Foote 
Franke’s Casino 
Harriet Ehrlick 
Rocky Ellsworth 
Billie Webb 
Ann Anderson 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Lew Story Ore 


Beach 


Club Ball 
Alan Fielding 
Bali-lovelies 
Rita Marquita 
Val Irving 
Gerardo 
Alan Gale 
Andrea 
Marcya & Gunsett 
Caryl Gould 
Alfonse Garcia 


Ore 





Juanita 
Ben Franklin 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
| Lyn Lucas 
} Jill Bard 
'Flying Top Hatters 
| 
| Benny, the Bum’s 
| Morty Landis Ore 
| Billy Maples 
|} Fats Atkinson 


Anita Chandler 
Carroll's 


| Cnarlie Gamers Orc 
114 Carrolloviies 

| Mallory Sis 

Joan Rydell 

ou Phillips 

Miss Gordon 

Jean Dean 
Wilbur Rance 
Jackie Mabely 
Eadie Lang 

| Clob 15 

3 Musica! Strings 
Harriet Hall 


Bernice Foley 
Dolores Laurell 
Amy Organ 
3arbara Stone 


Cusano’'s 
| 


| T.ou Ferlano 

| Kay Trotter 

| Jack Mason 

| Jean Bernhardt 
Jimmy Fitzgerald 
Harry Smith 
talph Sanner’s Ore 

| Cadillac Tavern 

Darlene Jones 

| Alan Sterling 

| Lloyd Mann 

j| Lon & Evelyn 

|} Ruth Warren 
Cadillac Coquettes 
liarry Dobbs Orc 

Embassy 

Geo Clifford 

Los Cucafachas 


Marie Lawler 
Nord Richardson 


Hi Hat 


Willle Shore 
Jerry Bergen 
Doris Robbins 
Ginette Calle 
Younger Gls 
Eddie Fens Cre 


Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Jerry Shelton Ore 
4 Bards 
Helen Sumner 


L’Aigion 
Emil DeSalvi Ore 
Dorothy Johnson 
Arsene Siegel 
Isobe! de Marco 


Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 


Kings Jesters 
Ruth Milam 


Liberty Inn 
Karen Stephany 
Marion Crawford 
Jane La Vonne 
Danilee 
Jimmy O'Neil 
Sunny Lovett 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Morrison Motel 
(Boston Oyster 


House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 


New Yorker 
Dolly Kay 
Roy Sedley 
Claire & Hudson 
D'Arbour & Rene 
Patsy Reed 
Hoveler Gis 
Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Ore 


Old Heidelberg 


Irma Cooper 
Sally Sharratt 


| Heidelberg Octette 


Heidelberg Ens 
Joly Franzl Ore 
Franzel] Ore 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Eddy Howard 
Hob Evans 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Perez Four 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 


Sherman Hote} 
(Celtic Cafe) 

Gene Kcrwin Oro 
Jaros Sis 

(Panther Room) 
Gene Krupa Orc 
Bob Zurke 
Trene Daye 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Callahan 4s 
Byton G)s 
Carl Marx 

Silver Cloud 

Ray Martell 
Peg¢ey Parker 
Shirlie Sherr 
Val Mar Bros 
Lenore Chicagoans 
Joe Gerken 
Raiph Lynden Ore 
Elinor Daniels 
Hazel Zalus 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gis 
Boots Burns 
Irene Kaye 

Jerri Vance 
Jackson & Nedra 
Betty Shayne 
Carrie Finnell 
Barbara McDonald 
Renee Andrie 
Maxine De Shon 
Virginia Jones 
Millie Wayne 
Cecil Von Dell 
Margo 

Jo Ann Carroll 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Todd's Theatre-Cafe 
Gypsy Rose Lee 
W Weat & McGinty 
Rola Hola 

A tobins 





} 


| 





Todd Gis 
Jack Denny Oro 


PHILADELPHIA 


Mata Monteria 
Ethel Barry’re Colt 
Carol Rhodes 
Dorothy Volkoff 
Carlos Reyes Ore 
Curt Weiler Ore 


Evergreen Casino 
Alice St John 
Nitza & Ravel 
Tenny Newbold 
Werren Phillips 
Doris Elliott 

Pat Shevlin Ore 


Gay 0's Cafe 
Cecil Willlams 
Little Van Osborne 


May Joy 
|} Ann Fisher 


| 
j 
| 


| 


Nake & Sake 
Chick Williams Orc 


(H Walton Roof) 


Vincent Rizzo Oreo 
Leona Starr 

Miss Trixie 
Maxine Loomis 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Cynda Glenn 
Felicia 

Glamour Gis 
Helen Heath 

Bob Russell 

Nino Nani 

Vera Niva 

Louls Morrison 
Carlos Campos 
Michael Sandina 
Peppino & Carmen 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Augusto Sanabia Or 


Hotel Philadelphia 
(Philadelphia Km) 
Carlotta Dale 

Fredrico & Dankin 
Dick Wharton Orc 


Jam Session 
Mickey House 
| Micky Rogers 
Dynamite Hooker 
Billy Kretchmer 
Teddy Walters 


Joe Campo 

Watson Sis 
Hovkins Glamour G 
Lilllan Chaplin 
Vera McGovern 
Agnes Barry 





Sunny Rae 


Jeannie Van 
Audrey Joyce 


Lido Venice 


Hal Cummings 
Novelettes 

Edith Brown 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Cats & the Fiddle 
Dan Versee Orc 


Little Rathskeller 


Baby Rose Marie 
Renee Villon 
De Lloyd McKay 
Jan Murray 
Victor Hugo Oro 


Manoa Inn 


Jack Hitchinson 
Edythe Sallade 
Mario & De Vall 
Jeanie Dale 
% Starlettes 
Nancy Newell 
Joan Deegan 
Jean Carley 
Shirley Joy 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Mayo's 
Yvonne Kerr 
Lola 
Cy White 
Gloria Dale 
Gus Johnson 
Minstrell Tavern 
4 Tones 
Ed McGoldrick, Jr 
Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Park Casino 
Miss Cummings 
Eddie Shepherd 
H Cummings Ore 
Lynda 
Open Door Cafe 
Billy Batley 
Paul Kane 
Allen Wood 
Billy Hughes 
Joyettes 
Madeline Sheridan 
Rita Roberti 
4 Octaves 
Palumbo’s 
Wade & Wade 
Chie Mullery 
Kathleen May 
Tony Bradley 
Cocktail Gls 
Howard Reynolds O 


Red Hill Inn 
(Pennsauken, N. J.) 


Slappy Swingsters 
Don & Dorese 
Frank Ponti 

3 Veppers 

Lou Boyle 

Vivi Austin 

Niles & Joanne 
Neff Bros & Fischer 
Florence Morton 
Marie Latell 

Dee Rogers 

Diane Collier 

Sid Raymond 
Dolores 

De Lamars 

Little Van Osborne 


69th St. Rathskeller 


Massa Bobby Lee O 
Dorothy Johnson 


Aipine Village 
Jean Faden 
Novak Sis 
Bob Copfer 
Carl Mueller 
Otto Thurn Oro 

El Dumpo 
Bob Manners Ore 
Rita LaGrosse 
Stan Gilbert 
Don Payne 
Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 

Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Oro 
Gayle Gaylord 
Freddy Heikel 

Hotel Allerton 
Johnny Cowgill 

Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Ore 
| Hotel Cleveland 
| Everett Hoagland O 
| Margaret English 





| Hotel Fenway Hall | 


| Caballeros Ore 
Aurora Garcia 
Hotel Sterling 


Jimmy Van Osdell 





Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casine) 

| Fernandez & Tere'a 

Bob Neller 

Imogene 

Morris King 

| Eddie Le Baron Or 





| (Motor Bar) 
Jay Coe 

Bowery 

| DeSimone Conga Da 

| Billy Wells 

|4 Fays 

| Dave Tannen 

| Pat Paradise 


Jitterbugs 
| Mildred Rock 
Harvey Stone 
Don Arden Dance 
| Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 
Casanova 
| Carl & Lenina 
| Prosper & Wolf 
{Tom Speck 
|Madelon Baker 
| Glamor Gls 
| Lee Walter Ore 

Corktown Tavern 
| Hal bronsen 
| Ellen Kaye 
1/6 Vesters 

| Eddie Bratton Ore 
| Cole & Corte 

| Neville & Day 

' Ann Lee 

Don Andre Ore 


Huond’s 


lg Old Timers 
| Joey Raye Trio 


| London Chop House 


| Tonia Valenti 
| Ruby Ore 
Morocco 


Hopkins’ Rathskeller Carol Roth 
Irving Braslow's Or | 6 Sparkiettes 


Mei Snyder 


Will “denderson Ore 
Neblolo’s 
Di Glovanni 
lyr ree 


Mary Frances 
Robert & Evon 
Eleanor 

Karll 

4 Black Spots 
Pete Hayes 
School House Ina 
Buck Calhoun 
Jean O'Neill 

Kav Trotter 
Kippi Velez Dane 
Lon Ferlano 
Ruth Melle 

3 Jays Ore 

Andy Russell 


Silver Lake Ina 


Edward & Argela 
Coionel Reed 
Alice Lucey 
Frank Hessel Ore 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


4 Blues 
2 Men and a Girl 
Lee Candell 
Tony Lane Trio 
Hugo-Klahre 
Stamp’s 
George Marchetti! O 
Ann Howard 
Stamp’s Trio 
Helen Jerico 
3 Glamour Gls 
Chiquita 
Dottie Winters 
Helen Barrie 
Swan Club 
Jack & Judy 
Penn Raymong 
Judy Manning 
Ralph Brown 
McNallie Sis 
Margy Drummond 
Rulson 
Morgan & Baril 
Henry Patrick's Ore 
Freddy Bernard 
20th Century 
Michael Pedicine 
3 Loose Nuts 
4 Men of Rhythm 


Warwick Hotel 
Ray Morton Ore 


Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 

Jules Flacco Ore 

Curran Biigh 

6 Grays 

Jack Herbert & B 

Signor Carmino 

Pat Sullivan 

Thea Silton 

Dave Peterson 

Syd Golden 

Raths’r Fldoradians 
Willson’s 

Art Mathues 

Lou Karnes 

Everett & Conway 

Grey & Arden 

Sinclair & Leroy 

Joe Hough 

Geo Baquet Oro 


Yacht Club 


Scarey Gavin 
Joan Olcott 
Paulette Powers 
Francis Carroll 
Mary Navis 


CLEVELAND 


Quinteros 
Lester Chafetz 
Hotel Hollenden 
Crawford & Caskey 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Joey Nash 
Sloan & Gary 
Sorelli 
Sammy Watkins Or 
Hotel Statler 
Jose Morand Ore 
Rosalean & Seville 
Virginia Ramos 
Jack & Eddie’s 
Rubertino, Roberts 
Babe Sherman 
Arlene Rice Oro 
La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 
Lindsay’s Bar 
Rose Murphy 
Una Mae Carlisle 
Pearl DeLucca 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
Thirty-Seven Club 
Pat Dennis 
Cunningham 8is 


Jean Deiters 
3 Debs 





DETROIT 


Carlos & Chita 
Guy Gibby 
Leonard Seel Ore 


Northwooa 
Duanos 
Jerry Lawton 
June Carmen 
Diane & DelLys 
Ray Carlin Ore 


Olde Wayne Club 
Charles Costello Ore 
McColl Sis 

Palm Beach 
Bill Mahoney 
Bob Stanley Co 
Hudson & Sharae 
Monnie Drake 
Don Pablo Ore 


Huck’s Redford Ina 
Mac McGraw Orc 
Club Royale 

Jack Marshall 

Alice Dawn 

Shayne & Armstr'ng 

H'wood Co-Eds 

Louise Martell 

Bernard Danc 

Roy Tracy 

Michael Paige Ore 
Saks Show Bar 


Bryant, Rains & ¥ 
Tanya Tamara 
Jay Jason 
Pearl Magley Gls 
Pete Viera Orc 
Statier Hotel 
Desi Arnaz 
Fausto Curbelo Ore 
Gloria Hart 
Orlando 
Grayce & Graham 
San Diego 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Dan Merryman 
Don Francisco 
Starr & Maxine 
Verne’s 
Bert Nolan 
| Boyd Senter 
i Nick & Vicki 





(Continued on page 55) 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 19, 1911 





MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


‘On the Banks of the Seine,’ pro- 
duced by Leon Leonidoff, with Corps 
de Ballet (32), Les Juvelys (2), 
Henry Calvin, Choral Ensemble (36), 


Rockettes (36), Earl Lippy, House 
Symph directed by Erno Rapee; 
‘This Thing Called Love’ (Col), re- 
viewed in Variety Dec. 25. 

Music Hall this week, for the third 
time in its seven-year history, holds 
over part of its show. As in the 
two cases previous, both more than 
five years ago, the extended stay 
was instituted as the result of 


numerous requests, according to an 


explanatory program note. 
Numbers held over are a senti- 
mental French bit, consisting of 


peasant songs followed by the ‘Mar- 
seillaise’ and a repeat of the routine 
which won the Rockettes a prize at 
the Paris Exposition of 1937. Ballet 
is new. Another switch has _ bal- 
ancers Les Juvelys replacing. dancer 
Paul Haakon. 


Show follows the same general 
theme. Last week's was labeled 


‘The Last Time I Saw Paris’ and the 
present one is ‘On the Banks of the 
Seirte.’ Kern-Hammerstein tune, 
from which last week’s presentation 
took its mame, is repeated by Earl 
Lippy and the choral ensemble to 
finale the current extravaganza. 
Show is divided into five parts on 
the Paris theme: ‘At the Opera,’ in 
which the ballet turns the tables on 
the famed French artist, Degas, and 
dances one of his paintings; ‘At the 
Folies Bergere, in which Les 
Juvelys do their acrobatics; ‘On the 
Champs Elysees,’ in which 


Calvin and the chorus do the repeti- | 


tion of the peasant songs and the 
national anthem; “The Rockettes in 


Paris’ and the ‘The Last Time I Saw | 


Paris’ finale. 

Two numbers which are repeated 
are well worth that honor. Not only 
are they smasho in_ themselves, 
carrying a nostalgic timeliness, but 
they are excellently produced. Pro- 
ducer Leon Leonidoff and_ set- 
designer Bruno Maine have outdone 
themselves. In the ‘Arce de Tri- 
omphe’ sequence chorus is seen sing- 
ing the ‘Marseillaise,’ swinging its 
arms in military fashion, with cloud 
effects projected on a scrim. Lights 


gradually come up from behind to 
reveal that the men are marching 
under the Arc, while painted on 


drop behind them are hundreds of 
other troops to give the impression 


of a parade down the Champs 
Elysees. 
‘Rockettes in Paris’ is likewise 


showmanly presented. It’s preceded 
by a screen prolog explaining the 
gals’ trip and the prizes they won. 
This is followed by newsreel shots 
of their leavetaking on the Ile de 
France, their arrival in Paris and 
finally pictures of them doing the 
routine which gave them the award. 
Curtains break away and lights go 
up to reveal 
doing the number on a replica of the 
locale in Paris. Routine is some- 
what more complicated than usual 
at the Hall, but done with the ac- 
customed skill. 

Ballet number  is_ performed 
against the background of a large 
replica of a Degas painting. It’s ex- 
cellently done, the 32 girls individu- 
ally and en masse being moved about 
under the direction of Florence 
Rogge to maintain all 
of a small, intimate group despite 
the large number of femmes and the 
tremendous size of the M. H. stage. 

Juvelys, man and woman, are 
socko in thrill stuff. Finale has 
femme balancing on her head on 
four balls, piled. one on top of the 
other on the head of the man. 

Biz opening night (Thursday) just 
mediocre. Herb. 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Henry | 


in-the-flesh Rockettes | 


the delicacy | 


| ‘Night and Day’ setting her as an 
outstanding soprano. 


skin beating, which he utilizes to top 
advantage. The Cab Jivers, Chu 
Berry in the van, grind out their fa- 
miliar bounce contribution. Cook and 
Brown hang up a comedy dancing 
knockabout which is so fast, flashy 
and funny that it looks impossible to 
| continue on this four-a-day basis. 
Mills Bros. are on in the next-to- 
closing niche, their trademarked 
harmonizing of ‘Strawberry Fair,’ ‘I 


Hear a Rhapsody,’ ‘Sweet Lucy 
Brown’ and ‘Tell Me Your Dream 
drawing strong returns. The entire 


ensemble shows up in South Ameri- 

can dress for a congarhumba finale. 
Better than average crowd on tap 

for the opening (14) Burton. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, Feb. 15. 
‘Songwriters on Parade’ (Charles 
Tobias, Peter De Rose, J. Fred Coots, 
Jack Lawrence and Jean Schwartz); 
Fred Sanborn, Five Canestrellys, 
Allen and Kent, Ginger Mayners; 
‘Hudson's Bay’ (20th). 





from the air lanes, five 
songwriters from Tin Pan Alley, 
with some of the biggest hits to 
their credit, provide a swell climax 
to a rather good vaude performance. 
Peter De Rose, J. Fred Coots, Jack 
Lawrence arid Jean Schwartz stick 
to the ivories at grand pianos ranged 
across the back of the stage, while 
Charles Tobias, as a sort of emcee, 


Refugees 


aids occasionally in vocaling for 
some of the boys. 
Act opens with Tobias singing 

| ‘That's a Popular Song” to sup- 


posedly inform the audience how to 
write a tune, then introduces the 
| boys and next sings one of his melo- 
| dies, ‘Gee, But You’re Swell.” Next 
| the boys go into a medley of Victor 
Herbert. From then on, each com- 
; poser in turn plays snatches of his 
| best known numbers. 
| While apparently an ASCAP ges- 
ture, mention of the trouble which 
| keeps these songs off the air is made 
in respectful and inoffensive manner. 
Fred Sanborn repeats the hit he 
has always made on previous ap- 
| pearances locally with his lively 
xylophone playing, most of it punc- 
tuated by his socko panto comedy. 
| The Five Canestrellys open the bill 
with their standard balancing turn, 
okay as usual. Allen and Kent do 
modern taps and then bring on 
Maude and Jim Kennedy, oldsters 
who illustrate steps of days gone by. 
|The old folks prove considerably 
more effective than the youngsters. 
Ginger Manners has a screwball 
session, singing snatches of various 
songs, drumming a bit on the piano, 
| dancing here and there and finally 
finding herself in the footlight gutter. 
She acknowledges it’s corny, but 
| perhaps that’s what a modern audi- 
ence likes, judging from the encour- 
agement she received. Kany. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Feb. 15. 
The Claytons (2), The Olympia 
| Boys (3), Brookins and Van, Lester 
| Harding, Carolyn Gargotta, House 
| Line, Herb’ Six House Orch.; ‘Let's 
Make Music’ (RKO). 





The assemblage of acts at the 
Tower currently makes up the in- 
gredients of a good variety bill, but 
show is put together on the regular 
|revue formula followed here and 
titled ‘Broadway Rhythm.’ Each act 
more than does its part and the en- 
tertainment offered was attested to 
| by encores at the Friday night (14) 
| finale, which ran the show five over 
| its allotted 38 swift minutes. 
| Leadoff is handed to the Olympia 
| trio, with the bar apparatus fill- 
|ing center stage. Take turns at a 


Buffalo, Feb. 14. routine of snappy turns, flips and 
Cab Calloway’s Orch (16), Mills handstands on the bars. In the 
Bros. Avis Andrews, Cook and deuce are Robert and Maxine Clay- 


Brown, Anise and Aland, Chu Berry 
Cozy Cole, Cab Jivers, 
Club Boys; ‘Road Show’ (UA). 


It’s old home week at the Buffalo 
Cab Calloway 


for the local jitteroos 
is back for his annual stopover with 


a full crew of hepcats and a choice 


assortment of sepian talent. The 
word’s out and the ’gators are gang- 
ing up at the b.o. 

The Calloway cacaphony continues 
plenty torrid, with heavy accents on 
the jungle rhythm, while the special- 
ties are exceptional and include some 
of the fastest-moving legmania caught 
here in some time. All in alli, for 
those who like it in bounce and 
bumps, it’s a topdrawer show of its 
particular genre, 

For the teeoff, the gang, abetted by 
the maestro’s acrobatic direction, 
machineguns ‘Minnie the Moocher,’ 
‘Dark Eyes’ and ‘St. James Infirmary 
Blues’ in bang-out succession. Anise 
and Aland are a neatly dressed boy 
and gal with a slick, kaleidoscopic 
acro-terping turn. The band’s jump 
arrangement of ‘Some of These Days’ 
is solid with the jivers, as is Callo- 
way’s standard sending of ‘Jumpin’ 
Jive’ later in the proceedings and 
‘Back Home in Indiana’ finally. 

The Six Cotton Club Boys are 
clicko tappers with a snappy, precise 


routine. Avis Andrews’ vocals are 
distinctive, her clipped enunciation 
on ‘Handful of Stars’ and her melo- 


3: 
agagiou 


; volume against the band’s eerie 


Six Cotton 


ton in a round of tapping in which 
they do modern steps, a minuet in 
swing, a Lambeth Walk and a 
snappy can-can. Couple have had a 
fling in celluloid and do creditable 
work. The housecoat costume in 
which the femme partner opens the 
act is shown to be greatly out of 
place when she doffs it mid-act to 
reveal a neat and attractive figure in 
a ballroom gown. 

Stepping out of his mc. role, 
Lester Harding baritones ‘You 
Walked By’ and draws applause to 
warrant his encore on ‘Just One 
More Chance.’ He gives way to the 
line in an accentuated arm-waving 
to Matty Malneck’s ‘Park Avenue 
Fantasy.’ Rounding out the mid- 
show section is Carolyn Gargotta, 
| 11-year-old amateur winner. Young- 
ster has more on the ball than the 
usual am, sings ‘Down Argentine 
Way’ creditably and shows even bet- 
ter tapping to ‘Beguine.’ She en- 
cored, too. 

In the closing niche Brookins and 
Van are a creditable pair for any 
bill, the two giving out music, taps 
and chatter in the sepia manner. 


> 


Brookins’ high tenor on ‘I Hear a | 


Rhapsody’ starts the act off well 
' while he picks a rhythmic piano to 
|his partner’s equally rhythmic 
dancing to close the act. Midway 
they have a nonsensical chatter rou- 
tine for laughs. Wind-up of the 
show is left to the line stepping off 
some modern taps as they carry 
huge valentines. Quin. 


‘Paradiddle’ | 
| gives Cozy Cole a swell spot for his | 


| enne, 


‘Stairway to Stars’ and ‘Rhumboogie,’ 


| show, rather unusual for this type 


| into their act, which features excep- 
| tional risley balancing. Most of their 


‘Drums of the Desert’ (Mono). 


| padded pieces of wood attached to his 


| music. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON | 


—_——— 


Boston, Feb. 13. 

Tommy Wonder and Betty, Frank | 
Paris, The Kidoodlers (4), Hermun 
Timberg with Judy Kelly, The Ar- 
nolds (3), Larry Flint House Orch; 
‘Dead Man's Shoes’ (Mono) and 
‘Ridin’ on a Rainbow” (Rep). 

It's a sort of reunion week here 
with Herman Timberg coming onto 
the local boards for first time in 
years, and Tommy Wonder reunited 
with his sister Betty. Every act 
clicks like a million and extra bows 
and begoffs are the rule. 

Timberg is virtually playing 
straight to Judy Kelly, a 
very talented and versatile comedi- | 
Results are every satisfac- 
tory, for when they fail to get 
socko response to a gag, they zip 
into the next one until they get a 
belly laugh. Timberg gives a sample 
of his eccentric hoofing and accom- 
panies the singing of Miss Kelly 
with the hokum fiddling. She sings 


and does a neat tap to Timberg’s 
piano-playing. When he dances 
Miss Kelly handles the piano. 
They’re a good duo, and Miss Kelly 
looks like a good prospect fer big- 
time musical or revue work. 

Tommy Wonder opens with Betty 
in a jitter idea, follows with a clean- 
cut slow strut and wows ’em with 
his fast ballroom dance with a life- 
sized doll. Wonder has made a care- 
ful study of the showmanly angles | 
of this novelty and has apparently 
missed none. He easily grabbed off 
an encore, a slow waltzy routine | 
with a suggestion of s.a. in the turn. 
Miss Wonder solos with a dizzy vocal 
of ‘Minnie the Moocher,’ done to 
accompaniment of screwy gestures. 
Gets a few laughs. Wonder looks 
better than ever and has plenty of | 
class to go along with his ingratiat- | 
ing personality. 

Frank Paris, deuce, gets across 
very well with his marionet act, 
using only the dolls and no special 
stage or set. Paris is right up to 
the minute, for one of his puppets 
is an ostrich, patterned after one of | 
the Disney characters in ‘Fantasia,’ 
doing a ballet burlesque. Paris has 
by no means exhausted the possibili- 
ties of this awkward bird. A skater 
and a skeleton jitterbug both im- 
press, and a truckin’ collegian doll 
is also good. Paris had to make a 
thank-you speech when caught. 

Kidoodlers are in the trey spot, 
clicking as they always have on 
previous singing appearances here. 
Quartet offers little new material 
this time, except their tricky version 
of ‘Maybe,’ but this rates below their 
standards of ‘Chinatown,’ ‘Old Mac- 
Donald’ and ‘When Circus Comes to 
Town.’ Boys are tops in timing and 
very aware of possibility of milking 
laughs and sight gags. There was a 
demand for more when they finished. | 

The Arnolds, one of the best acro 
acts ever caught here, closes the 





of turn to wind up a bill. Two men 
and a girl inject a bit of comedy 


stuff is in triplemount formation, and 
the almost impossible ways they 
scramble from the floor into a three- 
high human totem pole pose in a 
flash bring out the gasps and ap- 
plause. Fox. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 14. 
Rollie Altmeyer, House Orch. (14), 
Dennet and Dayes (3), Ray Vaughn, 
Mardo and Kaye, Franklyn D’Amore 
and Co. (2), The Merry Macs (3); 





This is a pleasing, well-staged 
presentation with the house orches- 
tra working on the stage. It has the 
Merry Macs, home-town singing trio 
which has achieved radio and screen 
prominence, as its headliners. The 
fact that two of the other four acts 
are acrobatic turns and that there is 
a minimum of comedy may count 
against the show, but each number 
deserves plaudits regardless. There 
isn’t any emcee and the acts are an- 
nounced from offstage, none too ef- 
fectively, a bad p.a, system probably 
being mainly at fault. 

Rollie Altmeyer, the house organ- 
ist, turns out some well-liked pop 
tunes. Dennet and the Dayes, two 
men and a woman, first of the stage 
offerings, perform thrilling pyramid 
balancing feats. Considerable novel- 
ty is incorporated into Ray Vaughn’s 
xylophone and bottle playing. He 
dances while he xylophones, uses il- 
luminated sticks for one number and 
produces the impression of tap danc- 
ing by beating the instrument with 


hands. From an array of empty whis- 
key flasks he pounds out ‘Beer Bar- 
rel Polka’ and it’s good-sounding 
On empty water bottles he 
produces ‘Man With the Mandolin’ 
and had these customers singing for 
him. His pop numbers have been 
wisely chosen. , 
Mardo and Kaye, man and woman, 
combine fun and harmonica playing. 
The@man gets plenty of laughs with 
a big bulldog that refuses to perform 
tricks and which is the butt of his 
jests. However, much of this ma- 
terial is in bad teste. He also does a 
neat bit of eccentric dancing and 
joins with his feminine partner in a 
fling at the harmonica for good re- 


; sults. Remembered from his previous | 


| Girls; ‘Arizona’ (Col). 


| work in plenty of by-play, fast pan- 


| ‘Honeymoon for Three’ 


appearances iocaliy, Franklyn | 
D’Amore still amazes by his enor- 


| mous strength during the balancing 


of his feminine partner. 


The three Merry Macs harmonize | 
nicely and have some corking ar) 
rangements, but they need a better 
mike. The accompaniment of bells, 
which they have had on the air, also 
would help to embellish their act. 
However, they land well with ‘You 
Made Me Love You,’ ‘I’m Forever 
Blowing Bubbles,’ ‘I Hear a Rhap- 
sody’ and ‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe,’ the 
audience responding enthusiastically 
to their efforts. 

Huge lower floor about two-thirds- 
filled at the last performance on 
opening day. Rees. 





EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 15. 


Loper and Barrett, The Three 
Pitchmen, Calgary Bros., Gae Foster 


With a two-hour feature, house 
concentrated on a revue calculated 
to please ’em after they arrive rather 
than exert any particular lure. 
‘Valentines of 41,’ the handle used 
in the ads, succeeds just as intended. 


Clever plug for next film, ‘Straw- 
berry Blonde,’ is put over in an old- | 
fashioned overture, with tenor Gene 
Archer and Roxyette Eileen Ritter 
warbling sentimental ditties of yes- 
teryear. Show proper gets under | 
way with line trotting out in short 
white shirts and red velvet heart | 
muffs for neat formation tap stuff. | 
Gals fall back to form background | 
for Loper and Barrett in standard, 
but smoothly effective, ballroom spins 
and lifts. 


Following another line number, 
The Pitchmen, with their small 
piano and array of dope musical in- 
struments, come on. Trio in tuxes | 
and tramp hats go immediately into 
fast succession of rhythms, presum- 
ably upon the collapsible skeleton 
trombone, etc., but actually vocalized | 
via small, tin mouth gadgets. Boys 





tomime and incidental chatter and 
hold ’em throughout. They finish 
strong with imitations of top band 
themes. 


Line appears, each gal holding big 
Valentine envelope, turning them 
around to spell out ‘Calgary Broth- 
ers. Tramp comics are old favorites 
here and their drunk pantomime, | 
their slow-motion fight, the swinging | 
punching-bag, etc., click as solidly¥ 
as ever. Line finishes with its pre- | 
cision Highland Fling, tricked up in| 
Valentinesque kilts and tapped out 
while Archer does an offstage vocal 
of ‘Loch Lomond’ in swingtime. 

Biz good at show caught. Craig. 


EARLE, PHILLY 





Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 
Johnnie (‘Scat’) Davis Orch with 
Julie Sherwin, Joe Martin, Nick 
Harper, Earl Randall, Sue Ryan, 
Johnny Downs, Diamond Bros. (3); 
(WB). 


For those who like their entertain- | 
ment louder and funner—mostly 
louder—Johnnie (‘Scat’) Davis’ band 
is just the thing. Davis has lost none 
of the bounce that brought him to 
the fore some years back and his 
peculiar type of vocaling still has 
its appeal for the jitterbug trade, as 
evidenced by the crowds of the 
sweater set that packed the aud at 
this catching. 

Taking the play away from the 
band, however, is blonde Sue Ryan 
with her comic chirping running the 
gamut from ‘Little Red Fox’ to 
opera. Best bit is her rendition of 
the ballad, ‘You Made Me Love) 
You’ done in 1913 style and in 1941 | 
rhythm. Another tune that clicks is | 
her novelty encore, ‘Bach to Back.’ | 


Johnny Downs makes the same 
mistake he made when he appeared 
here about a year ago. He sings in- 
stead of sticking to his hoofing. The 
cinema player is okay when it comes 
to the hoof, but is definitely weak on 
the vocal chords. His songs are 
from his pictures, which he plugs 
to a fare-thee-well during his stay | 
onstage. They’re ‘Minuet in G’ and 
‘Day by Day.’ 

The Diamond Bros, are a slapstick, 
knockabout edition of the Ritzes. 
Fairly funny and well-liked by the 
pew-holders, 


Davis, with his w.k. perpetual grin, 


| puts plenty of zing into his emcee | 


chore as well as his trumpet-tooting | 
and scat-singing. 
Julie Sherwin, attractive blonde in | 
a revealing sweater and short skirt, 
tees off the proceedings with the 
vocals on ‘Who.’ Her second appear- | 
ance is ill-chosen, however; it’s an 
Hawaiian number with hip-weaving 
to match. She just isn’t the type. | 
Earl Randall, handsome baritone, | 
rates a couple of bows with his ‘We 
Three.” Joe Martin netted a flock of | 
palm-pounding for a BMI medley of | 
‘Frenesi’ and ‘I Hear a Rhapsody,’ 
encoring with ‘Night and Day.’ 
Nick Harper, band violinist, makes | 
the strings sing with a swing version | 
of a selection from the opera ‘Thais.’ 
House was nearly filled at this 
catching (Saturday afternoon). 


Pit Orch; ‘Buck 


—---—. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Alf W. Loyal’s Dogs, Hal LeRoy, 
Belle Baker, Walter Dare Wahl (2)’ 
Herbie Kay’s Orch with Ellen Con- 
nor and Vera Kern, Ruby Zwerling’s 
Privates’ (U), re- 
viewed in Variety, Feb. 5, 


For four-fifths of the way, Loew’s 
State’s current stage layout is good 
vaudeville. The fifth act is Herbie 
Kay’s band, on much too long and 
which has two singing specialties 
who conflict with Belle Baker, a 
smash in the trey spot. It’s Kay’s 


| first appearance in New York. 


Considering the show is running 
way overboard at 82 minutes, Kay’s 
band perhaps innocently suffers in 
front of an over-tired audience. 

Miss Baker, who hasn't been at the 
State in some time, is as good as 
ever. At the last show opening 
night, after singing two or three 
specials, ‘one of ’em too blue for fam- 
ily theatres, and a long medley of 
past hits, she still had difficulty in 
getting away from an audience that 
kept applauding for more. 

Miss Baker is sandwiched between 
Hal LeRoy, click solo hoofer, and 
Walter Dare Wahl, whose acrobatic 
comedy with his dead-pan, wizened 
stooge scores in the next-to-closing 
spot. LeRoy was held for four 
routines Thursday night (13), all of 
them his own originals, and is as 
socko a hoofer as he was some years 
back as a kid getting his first break 
at the then two-a-day Palace. He 
should polish his introes, however; 
especially learn to speak more 
slowly and understandably. Wahl's 
act is familiar and apparently dlways 
okay with audiences. 

Vaude portion’s opener is Alf W. 
Loyal and his dogs, also a veteran 
turn in the varieties. His pups and 
their varied tricks present a nice 
novelty. 

Kay’s band is fair musically and 
appears better suited for ballrooms 
than theatres. One of his two 
pianists steps to the mike with an 


| accordion and sings two numbers in 


a wavering tenor. Another vocalist 
is Ellen Connor, a cute trick and nice 
vocally. Kay also sings, but slightly, 
and Vera Fern does some fast acro- 
baties, but her dancing in between is 
awkward. Her followup acro conga 
is hardly striking. 

The first-run ‘Buck Privates,’ star- 
ring Abbott and Costello, helped 
draw a good house at this catching. 

Scho. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 15. 


Fraday Dancers (6), Dorn Bros, 
and Mary (3), Ralph Edwards’ 
‘Truth or Consequences’ (3), Phil 


Lampkin house orch (12); ‘Play Girl’ 
(Col). 

Plenty of laughs in this layout, 
thanks to the application of the old 
theory that everyone is an actor at 
heart and that cash prizes will cause 
many an otherwise’ conservative 
hombre to let his-hair down. Ralph 
Edwards has a stage natural in his 
‘Truth or Consequences’ radio pro- 
gram. Anticipated stymie in getting 
contestants went right out of the 
window on opening day with volun- 
teers to be had by the handful. Time 
consumed in lining them up is also 
nicely handled by Edwards, who has 
a flip and breezy way of handling 
himself and his would-be stooges. 

“dwards’ stint is closing the doings 
here, which is as it should be. Up 
ahead is the Fraday Dancers, in the 
opening niche, and a nice starter. 
They’re three mixed couples, open- 
ing with a well-routined ballroom 
tap, after which the three boys sell 
a modernistic mechanical-man rou- 
tine helped by silhouetted effect on 
specially-lowered drop. Closing waltz 
is in keeping and an okay chaser to 
nice response. Started things extra 
well here. 

In the deuce are Dorn Bros. and 
Mary, trio of vocalists who give out 


with smart arrangements of “The 

Latin in Me’ and ‘Ferryboat Sere- 
, . ° ° 

nade. Essay some imitations of 


radio notables and close with swing 
version of ‘Nellie Grey.’ Youngsters 
look well, sell smartly and rise above 
the average such trios. 

Edwards next and on to rousing 
response to offstage announcement of 
his show. Uses two assistants in get- 
ting his stint under way, with some 
gags worked in to break lulls. Is 


| sporting backdrop emblazoned with 


eye-filling and selling message of his 
radio sponsor (Ivory Soap) and 
makes an exaggerated salaam in its 
direction upon entrance. 

Following roundup of candidates 
for the quiz and the succeeding con- 
sequences upon failure to answer the 
questions, Edwards sends’ them 
through some hilarious stunts which 
has the stubholders giving out. 

When caught, responding stubhold- 
ers walked blindfolded over paper 
bags; sang ‘Down by the Old Mill 
Stream’ while stuffing blackberry 
pie into partners’ mouths, etc. 

Awards are packages of Ivory Soap 
and $2 to participants and $5 to the 
biggest applause-getter. Show is 
drawing them in, with extra doings 
thrown in Saturday (14) by way of 
two public broadcasts, an extra 
money-getter. Layout -presents a 
new angle in vaude houses away 
from the regular layouts of singers. 
dancers, acrobats and comics. Has 
been building daily. with final count 
due to_ reach impressive stature. 

Burm. 
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ite Orch (14) with Bob Love, 
Oscar Bradley; Clark and Eaton, 
Vance Lowry, Brother Ford, May 
Joy, Freddie Robinson, Julia Gard- 
ner, George Wiltshire, Vivian Har- 
ris, House Line 
Chinatown’ (Mono). 


Les H 





is heavily peopled 


ollo show 
Ap no more than 


this week, but requires 
the usual 90 minutes to run off. It’s 
an average show _for this spot, 
headed by the Les Hite band, an out- 
fit which got its start in California 
and is not very well known in the 
east although it played this house 
once before. é 

Hite’s combination of four sax, 
three trumpets, two trombone and 


usual four rhythm impresses nicely, | 


but isn’t an above ordinary group. 
None of the tunes it shows here is 
particularly terrific from an angle of 
arrangements, but it plays what it 
has with dispatch. Band is a bit dif- 
ferent, however, from the usual col- 
ored combo in that it’s able to use 
muted brass whereas most contem- 
poraries ride roughshod over ballads 
and jump tunes alike with wide-open 
throttle. . 

Leader has done some singing, but 
he’s not exercising his pipes here. 
Only vocals are done by Bob Love, 
deep-voiced singer who shows a 
tendency to garble lyrics. He does 
two, ‘Let’s Try Again’ and ‘Only 
Forever.’ Hite’s work is confined to 
directing and m.c.ing. Oscar Brad- 
ley is the drummer, featured on the 
finale ‘You Know That I Know.’ 
works hard. 

Clark and Eaton are adagioists, 
only white act on bill. 
into a Valentine setting employing 
neat work by the line and go through 
a series of poses and holds. Some of 


their tricks are interesting. The ex-| 


ecution, however, is sloppy. Better 
way of getting out of the finale could 
be figured, too. Man swings the 


ot in circles, holding her by one| 
( 


»0t, and the wind-up is when she’s 
dragged on the stage. 

Rest of the bill is made up of un- 
knowns brought in to staff the vari- 
ous skits. Most extensive is the 
opener, a sort of minstrel-show idea 


using comedian Freddie Robinson as | 


end man and George Wiltshire 
as interlocutor. In it work Brother 
Ford, a tapster whose main trick 
seems to be to stand on his toes; May 
Joy, high-pitched singer who does 
nicely enough but whose voice is too 
small for any important use. She 
warbles ‘Alice Blue Gown’ and 
‘Down Argentine Way.’ 

Vance Lowry, banjoist, gets in one 
inning on strings that stacks up as 
about the best thing on the bill. His 
strumming is neat and _ heavily 
tricked up for the finale. He tosses 
the instrument from hand to hand, 
in back of him, etc., 
plucking | strings. Julia Gardner 
singles. She’s a singer-accordionist. 
If she’d forget the vocals and con- 
centrate on the accordion, turn 
would be okay. 
like amateur night in Harlem. 

Robinson, Wiltshire and Vivian 
Harris combine midway for a bit of 
comedy that gets its quota of giggles. 

Biz average when caught. Wood. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, Feb. 14. 
Will Rock, Sid Tomack and Reis 
Bros., Charlie Althoff, Gautier’s 
Steeplechase, Audhrie Wright; ‘Tall, 
Dark and Handsome’ (20th). 


This week’s bill is a hybrid. It’s 
three standard vaude acts plus one 
amateur guest, and a 
magic show put on by Will Rock in 
27 minutes. While the overall time 
consumes 67 minutes, the bill seems 
short of talent, and the customer 
may leave the theatre feeling he 
hasn’t gotten his money’s worth. 

All the billing in the ads goes to 
Rock, mustached, goateed mechani- 
cal illusionist, most of the stunts be- 
ing standard. He does the floating 
lady, sword basket, mummy case, 
doll house, stretching a girl, and fin- 
ishes by sawing a woman in half. 
Act lacks a sock. 

Show opens with Gautier’s Steeple- 
chase, ponies and dogs. Ponies do 
formations, then the dogs ride the 
ponies. 
edo with a false head, winning solid 
response. 

Audhrie Wright is the current win- 
ner of the WFBM ‘Talent Parade,’ 
and sings cutely ‘Scrub Me Mamma 
with a Boogie Beat,’ which could 
have been worked up into a bigger 
hand with a little more selling. 

Charlie Althoff is standard and al- 
ways surefire. Comes out as an old 
man who gets his fingers caught in 
his fiddle, soapbox, and clothing. 
After his utter confusion, he goes 
into fiddle rendition of ‘When You 
and I Were Young, Maggie,’ which 
is solid. Then straight to play a 
medley of jigs, ‘Let Me Call You 
Sweetheart,’ ‘There I Go,’ and ‘God 
Bless America. Althoff has played 
house many times and never misses 
a salvo of mitt slaps. 

Sid Tomack and Reis Bros. give a 
new twist to the familiar male trio 
acts which have shown here. 
threaten to go into knockabout, but 
have good taste enough to forego the 


temptation for entertainment. They 
Introduce. themselves as a_ singer, 


(16); ‘Phantom of, t 
healthy biz, with house light at third | 


mimic and dancer, then do all three 
in unison. Imitate Bergen, Mills 
Brothers, old-time vaude trio, hill- 


Boy.’ They're good enough and have 
material which is sufficienfly fresh 
to land them in a Broadway revue. 
Despite the effort expanded by all 
concerned, bill is not strong for 


show Friday (14), opening day. 
Kiley. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 12. 





He | 


They bounce 


all the while | 


Her vocals sound | 


pint-sized | 


One dog comes out in tux- | 


They | 


George Jessel, Lois Andrews, Jean 
Gary, Lowe, Hite and Stanley, Jane 
Hazard, Frederick and Lane, Doro- 
thy Wade, Al Lyon Orch; ‘Street of 
Memories’ (Rep). 


Marking the comic's first stage ap- 
pearance here since 1936 and the Los 
Angeles stage debut of his wife, 
George Jessel and Lois Andrews are 
heading the Orpheum stage show 
this week and pointing the house for 
lucrative business. 

Jessel has lost none of his old-time 
| ability to entertain. He works 
| throughout the show as m.c., does 
| bits of monolog, as the moment may 
warrant, and works in one blackout 
| skit that is good for belly laughs. 
Miss Andrews, ‘working by per- 
mission of the Board of Education,’ 
as Jessel introduced her, made an 
| instant appeal to Los Angeles thea- 
|tre-goers at yesterday’s (11) per- 
formances. Stunning to gaze upon, 
the gal wears a fetching costume and 








delivers torch numbers in a throaty | 


voice that stamps her as a blues 
singer of the first water. She made 
| good with a vengeance tocay (12). 
land balance of engagement should 
| be stamped with further honors. 


Jessel opens the show by kidding 
various radio programs, making 


/out autographed photos of himseif to 
several of the youngsters. Comic 
doesn‘t overlook a bet, and, while his 
material is changed at virtually 
;every show to meet conditions, he 
| does not for a minute falter. 
| Fredericks and Lane are a pair of 
nimble hoofers who do a couple of 
routines together, branch off into 
|solo stepping and wind up with a 
| fast-moving exhibition of terpsichore 
that sent them off to good applause. 
Dorothy Wade, a Los Angeles vio- 
linist, who has made good over the 
air as a member of KNX’s ‘Holly- 
wood Showcase,’ displays much tech- 


|'nique with the stringed instrument, | 


land after a vavotte type of opening, 
| plays the ‘Indian Love Call’ with 
feeling and distinction. 

Jean Gary, who has appeared with 
| Jessel in the east, comes on for some 
itorch warbling and fast stepping. 
Girl packs a load of personality and 
should go far. 

Jane Hazard, another local femme 
and easy to look upon, first essays 
to do a little warbling. then goes into 
a blackout skit with Jessel that pro- 
vokes plenty of laughter. Miss An- 
drews then on, garbed in a tight-fit- 
| ting white-spangled bodice and flow- 
ing black skirt. with her reddish 
brown hair topping the ensemble. 
She does two popular numbers and, 
for an encore, ‘Down Argentine Way’ 
to excellent results. 

Closing has Lowe, Hite and Stanley. 
trio comprising a midget, giant and 
normal-sized for a series of 
knockabout acrobatics and comedy 
which drew plenty of guffaws 
Lyon orch accompanies throushout. 

Edwa. 


| 


man, 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





There are a number of arresting 
bits in the current bill at this Times 
Square newsreel emporium. Logical- 
lv enough, thev’re all related to the 
current world situation. Possibly 
the most interesting clips are those 
covering Wendell Willkie’s arrival at 
LaGuardia airport from Europe 
(Pathe) and his appearance before 
the Senate committee hearing on the 
lend-lease bill (Metro). Both are 
provocative. but probably the latter 
is more intriguing to the average 
theatregoer because the locale is less 
familiar. 

Most of the clips dealing with the 
war reveal the common failing of all 
newsreel coverage of the current 
conflict—the difficulty in obtaining 
action pictures. Possibly the gen- 
uinely graphic stuff will become 
available after the war is over. In 
the meantime, such shots as the cur- 
lrent one of the British drive in 
Libya (Par and Fox) and naval 
maneuvers in the Mediterranean are 
absorbing enough. Others less spec- 
tacular. but sufficiently illuminat- 


ing, include midget war trucks at Ft. | 


Benning (Universal), parachuting 
marines (Metro), air views of 
Puerto Rico’s plane and naval bases 

(Par), several other defense 
gram Clips, shots of the wreckage of 
an army plane (Par), views of the 
arrival! in California of the dog that 
has since died of hunger and lone- 
| liness (Metro), Churchill in Scotland 
(Fox) and the capsized freighter in 
Delaware Bay (Metro). 

Rest of the bill is pretty much the 
usual assortment of bits from cur- 
rent news, beauty contests norts. 
etc. On the whole, the bill is about 
average. Hobe 


| billy singers and finish with ‘Sonny | 


friends with the kiddies in the audi- | 
ence and even going so far as to dish | 


Al | 


pro- | 


| FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Bobby Byrne Orch (15), with 
Jerry Wayne and Kay Little: Larry 
Adler, Senator Murphy, Rosalind 
Gordon, Grace Drysdace; Newsreels 
and Shorts. 


, Coming in here with a rep of being 
|; ON a network show and having been 


| around in various spots in the last 
two years. Bobby Byrne's band is 
proving okay boxoffice draw here. 


| Supp¢ rting acts, aside from Senator 
|; Murphy and Larry Adler, are com- 
| paratively lightweight. 

Orchestra is proving highly pop- 
ular with the jitterbugs, but that’s 
all. Byrne has surrounded his trom- 
bone with precision instrumentalists 
who lean to rhythmic music. Orches- 
tra scores on its standout arrange- 
ments and the quieter melodies, 

Byrne’s aggregation differs little 
from the one he first presented for 
one night at the Hotel New Yorker, 


N. Y., more than a year ago. Dick 
Farrell, a new drummer, is an 
authoritative skins pounder while 


his balladists, Jerry Wayne and Kay 
Little, are tops, latter enhancing her 
slick warbling with looks. Bob 
McDonald is the crew’s arranger and 
should take several deep bows in- 
stead of the single one handed him. 
Johnny Martel and Jack Yelverton are 


highlighted in their solo trumpet- 


ing and clarineting, respectively, 
Byrne trombone solos ‘Stardust’ 
neatly. ‘I Hear a Rhapsody,’ ‘The 


Right Time,’ ‘You Walked By,’ ‘May I 
Never Love Again,’ ‘Stop Pretendin’,’ 
‘Song of the Island’ and ‘I Cried For 

| You’ are the principal tunes his crew 
uses for this show, 


Larry Adler, harmonica virtuoso, 


‘real name in Bert Wheeler and con- 


is still clicko with ‘Frenesi,’ ‘Night | 


'ond Day’ and ‘The Breeze and I.’ 
Senator Murphy incorporates. the 
present wartime problems, defense 
and the traffic situation in his up- 
roarious monolog that 
the veteran’s showmanship. Work- 
ing before this noisy audience, part 
| Of whith tried to toss in some boos 
when he kidded the commies, the 
‘senator’ built to the No. 1 hit of the 
| show. 

Rosalind Gordon. buck ’n’ wing 
dancer who played this house nearly 
two years ago, is again proving a 
neat opening turn spotted after the 


initial band — session. She has 
added a twirling tap-dance climax 
plus several new long, sweeping 


steps. Grace Drysdace ‘New Acts), 
marionet manipulator. does nicely, 
especially after she steps out to show 
how it’s done. 

Biz fair when caught. 


Wear. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 16. 

Louis Armstreng Orch, Big-Time 
Crip, Sonny Woods, Timmie and 
Freddie, Miiler Bros. and Lois; ‘San 
Francisco Docks’ (RKO). 

At the Oriental this week, Louis 
Armstrong proves once more that he 
belongs among the top band presen- 
tations. Received well by this house, 
he presents a well-balanced, all-col- 
ored surrounding bill. 


works hard, sells himself doing 
dance routine with aid of crutch, and 
then abandons latter and continues 
on dancing on one foot. His open- 
ing whistling bit seems unnecessary 
Miller Bros. and Lois, making an 
excellent appearance, score well, do- 
ing some rather dfficult steps on a 
raised platform. What they lack in 
precision they make up by their un- 
usual presentation. With a change 
or two in their opening dance rou- 
tine, this could be an outstanding act. 
Sonny Woods, receiving applause 
on this entrance, tied up the show 
with his rendition of ‘Without a 
Song.’ Great voice and style, and a 
finished showman. Had to beg off. 
Timmie and Freddie, introduced as 
being local bovs, offer some anti- 
quated gags, which nevertheless 
brought good laughs. Boys have fine 
possibilities. but as yet have not de- 
veloped a style of work and appear 
to be constantly groping. With ma- 
terial and some expert coaching, they 
could develop a good layout 
Highlicht of the show. of course. i: 
‘O'l Satchel Mouth’ himself. Playing 


a medley of songs he introduced in 
typical Armstrong style, he had this 
audience rocking in rhythm and 
hanging onto every high note. Or- 


chestra itself is splendid and the ar- 


rangements good. Girl singer with 
the band just fair. ; 
Capacity house at third show Sat- 


urday (15). Gold. 


Fischer Plans to Import 


Yank Bands for S. A. 


Rio de Janeiro, Feb. 18 
| Clifford C. Fischer, due here next 
week from New York, to set his 
‘Folies Bergeres’ company of 65 on 
an extended South American tour, 
will set up shon here to import U. S. 
bands to Rio and Buenos Aires. 
Fischer is also preparing a Brazil- 
ian-type revue to ship intact to 
Monte Proser’s Copacabana, N. Y. 
nitery 


is aided by} 


| carrying prop mandolins. 


| spilling clean and funny gags 


Big-Time Crip, monopede terper, | 








ane 
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Earl Carroll’s Vanities |, 
(ORPHEUM, MPLS.) 


Minneapolis, Feb. 14. 

Bert Wheeler, Hank Ladd, Show- 
girls (20), Biltynorettes (3), Sterner 
Sisters (2), Reginald Craig, Beryl 
Cameron, Robert Williams and Star- 
dust, Frakson (2), Artie Rise, Fran- 
cetta Malloy; ‘Chad Hanna’ (20th). 

This offering represents strong en- 
tertainment value, It embodies most 
of the essentials of a $3.30 revue in 
condensed and slightly less preten- 
tious form. For that matter there 
have been some of the _ highly 
touted Broadway musical produc- 
tions reaching the local legit stage 
which haven't provided nearly as 
much customer satisfaction. 

Show not only has all the typical, 
impressive Ear] Carroll flash pro- 
duction trimmings, but it also has a 





siderable other talent to back him up. 
Moreover, it has.Wheeler at his fun- 
niest, with some corking comedy ma- 
terial and an ace straight man in 
Hank Ladd to fortify his funmaking. | 
If the 20 girls aren't the ‘world’s most 
beautiful,’ as claimed, they’re at 
least among the niftiest feminine as- 
semblages ever seen here. What's 
more, the revue, except for a few 
inoffensive moments, is scrupulously 
clean, and the costuming, while un- 
doubtedly sufficiently daring and re- 
vealing to satisfy male admirers, | 
never transcends good taste, extreme 
nudity being conspicuously absent. 
The snappy entertainment follows 
the usual revue pattern for the most 
part, with a few novel twists here 
and _ there. Specialties and the 
Wheeler-Ladd laughter provocations 
are spaced between the feminine dis- 
plays set off by lush scenery. The 
production is fresh and clean. The 
girls’ wardrobe, running mostly to 
transparent material, seems striking- 
ly different. 
Sober-faced, apple-eating Wheeler 
and stubbornly insistent Ladd start 
the show on‘its laughing way. The 
Three Biltmorettes make their first 
of a number of appearances, per- 
forming difficult handsprings and 
somersaults. They are attractive 
girls as well as expert performers. 
Then comes the first parade of the 
Carroll beauts, plume-bedecked and 
Reginald 
Craig, robust tenor, handles the 
vocal well and the Sterner Sisters do 
a neat dance specialty. More fun by 
Wheeler and Ladd precede the next 
flash production number with the 
girls carrying parasols and going 
out into the audience to sit on male 
patrons’ knees. Beryl Cameron 
warbles and does a good job of it. 
Personable Bob Williams is back 
with his dog Red Dust, and again | 
the dog’s indifference to his master’s 
commands and its suppleness excite | 
laughs and wonderment. Williams’ 
balancing feats with the canine bear 
repetition. Wheeler and Ladd have 
another good inning, with the former 
and 


stories. 

‘Blues on Parade’ is another big 
nifty production number with the 
girlg again prominent along with the 
Biltmorettes, who perform remark- 
able acro feats with a hoop and a 
rope. 

Frakson, smooth-working magi- 
cian, produces a seemingly endless 
number of cigarets from empty space 
and finishes by making a radio set 
disappear. The girls, in black velvet 
with pear] trimmings. parade as 
Craig sings again.. Then comes a 
fan ballet. Artie Rise and Francetta 
Malloy work with Wheeler and Ladd 
in a funny comedy bit. Finale 
brings on the entire company. 

Lower floor well-filled and a scat- 
tering in the balcony for the first 
show opening day, Friday. Rees. 


FOLLIES CAPRICE 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


Atlanta, Feb. 16 

Rita Gallagher, Elizabeth & Co., 
The Four Johnsons, Rita del Gardi, 
Andrews, Dewald and Madeline, Ray 
and Harrison, The Gorgeous Gals 
(7), Aristocrats of Rhythm; ‘Here 
Comes the Navy’ (WB). 

Tr unit was caught twice (9) and 
(14). First trip was opening show, 
second near end of run. Timing had 
been cut from 64 to 57 minutes and 
acts rearranged by house manager 
Earl Holden, who knows the biz. 
Topheavy with dance acts on the 


fore-end first trip, much better ar- 
rangement when finally lined up. 
Review covers latter. 

Production number opens the show 


with Harrison, of Ray and Harrison, | 


singing very poorly while linega 
lance routine. Latter than sing 
econd chorus of the Harrison tune 
Few caught song title or words. Gal 


are well trained and scanty costur 


ls 
do dar } 


ne 


of black lace are just within the law 
Anplause meagre. 

Rita Gallagher does her fast tap 
routine niftily. Goes over nicely. 
Flizabeth and Co., 10-dog act, pace 
action smartly. 

The line comes back, cleverly cos- 

med, as sweet sixteens (4) and boy 

2) Hich kiekine and + 


' with 
| lesque that would make a ballerina 


/cenium wall. 


accurate for 


cision breakaways make this the best 
production number in the unit. 


| The Four Johnsons deliver the 
| mail to go over big. It’s a family 
j} act, with pop, mom, son and sis 


working smoothly in softshoe, col- 
lectively and solo. 
Riet del Gardi, billed as America's 


only woman magician, flops, al- 
though her patter and three tr.cks 
are okay. Uses time-worn knotted 


scarfs to open, which gets turn off 
to bad start. Next is torn-newspaper 
illusion which, unfortunately for her, 


is exact duplicate of last week's 
magician highlight. Finale is a 
Houdini favorite: swallows package 
of needles and ball of thread. 
Needles are threaded when pulled 
out, 

The Gorgeous Gals (line) do a 


costume parade to slow waltz time 


while Harrison once more. sings. 
Headdresses are a la Zievfeld with 
plenty of plumes, costumes either 


scanty or slinky. Just a time-killer. 

Andrews, Dewald and Madeline 
make up a fine class adagio act. Ene 
tire stint is done in evening attire. 
Stage presence is always there and 
routine is flawless. 


Ray and Harrison are comics. 
She’s big and hefty: Herrison is 
short and baldish. Patter is blase 


and funny, crude and pointed. some- 
times off-color but not too offensive. 
She exits finally, does a quick-change 
and comes back in a ballet costume 
lots of ruffles. Does a _ bur- 


scream in agony, but this audience 
roared. Harrison cuts in and the act 
gets funnier. He hoists her 162 


| pounds, goes into a spin and winds 


up with a crash against the pros- 
They go over. Ar's- 


tocrats of Rhythm (8), spiked by 
locals (6), handle music nicely. 
Swell biz both nights caught. Jim. 





New Acts in Theatres 





CLARENCE NASH 
Ventriloquist, Lecturer 
60 Mins. 
Kleinhans Music Hall, Fa:ffalo 
Anything that fills the new 3.000- 
seat K.M.H. Saturday matinee at 35e¢ 
adds up to some kind of significance, 
even in duck talk. Looks like the 
ventro biz is okay, though it took a 
coffee airer to make a national by- 
word out of one former Chautauqua 
performer (Edgar Bergen), and a 
Walt Disney tieup to boost another 
(Nash) into the calcium. MNisney is 
reported to have originally audi- 
tioned Nash impersonating a kid re- 
citing ‘Mary Had a Little Lamb,’ 
characterizing him a ‘larynx full of 
hot golf balls.’ The description is 
this ‘voice of Donald 
uck.’ 
Nash {1s an unpretentious, business- 
like youngster dependent more upon 


| his queer vocal effects than the usual 


dead-pan technique. Management of 
Music Hall erred in billing him as 
entertainment for moppets. as he is 
anything but that. Practically devoid 
of showmanship, he tees off a 
highly technical explanation of Dis- 
ney production methods, way over 
the heads of youngsters and onaque 


th 


even for adult auditors. Slides of 
Burbank plant are shown, various 
sound gadgets illustrated and details 
and intricacies of cartoon production 
processes explained, with an un- 
abashed plug for Walt’s” cartoon 


crew. Sequence from ‘Tortoise and 
Hare, are shown in various phases of 
production, and a completed techni- 
color, ‘Donald’s Nephews.’ i 1rown 
in for a high spot. Double talk by 
Nash with a large-sized duck dummy 
is interspersed at intervals, proving 
clicko for the kids. Lighting, mike 
arrangements and amplification indi- 
cate the Hall’s facilities for this kind 
of entertainment are stil] in the em- 
bryonic stage. 


« ¢ 


In present form this one is swell 
propaganda for Disney and his work 
(especially ‘Fantasia’) for adult 
trede, but definitely not desiened for 
children, Burton. 
GRACE DRYSDACE 
Me rionettes 
6 Mins. 

Flatbush, Brooklyn. 

This type of marionette sho with 
Grace Drysdace using her hands and 
finger: to give the dolls animation, 
has possibilities. Only four char- 
acters are offered. There's the fan 
dancer, rhumba stepper and the ball- 
room couple. Last one presents a 
close resemblance to the accepted 
ballroomology offered by real danc- 


ers, Girl steps out from behind the 
black miniature stage to repeat the 
ballroom dance as she twirls in a 
dance of her own. 

Act looks like a good night club 
novelty. vv Cut, 

Belle Baker to Miami 

Belle Baker, winding up a ° at 
Loew’s State, New York, t ght 
(Wednesday), opens Friday (21) as 
co-headliner with Romo Vincent at 
the Carousel, Miami Beach, for two 
weeks, with a half-week at ‘the 
Olympia, Miami vaudfilme a 
full-week at the State-Lake, Ch cago, 


y follow 
Willinm Morris office 


mmediately ng. 
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Father’ Joins ‘Abie, ‘Lightnin’ Among. 


Shows to Play Year's Stand in Chicago 








By DAN GOLDBERG 
Chicago, Feb. 18. 

The old-time spirit of the theatre 
was rekindled Saturday night (15) 
on the stage and in the auditorium 
of the venerable Blackstone theatre | 
when the Chicago company of ‘Life | 
With Father’ celebrated its first an- 
niversary, or, as wally Fried said, 
‘its first annual celebration.’ oF | 
two other shows in the past couple | 
of decades have been able to cele- | 





brate a first anni in Chicago, ‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose’ and ‘Lightnin’.’ 

That any show can stay a year in| 
Chicago these days is a triumph for | 
the play, the producer and everyone | 
associated with the production. It 
is a demonstration of what can be! 
done in the theatre if the attitude is | 
not defeatist, if there is no push- | 
ing around of the patrons and no 
peity chiseling. | 

Taking an out-of-the-way house, 
Oscar Serlin made it the No. 1 spot 
of town and has made ‘Life With Fa- 
ther’ a matter of community pride. 
The Mayor of Chicago issued a mu- 
nicipal proclamation on the show's, 
anniversary calling the show family 
‘Chicago’s own family.’ From the 
President of the United States came 
a congratulatory letter. 

Anniversary party brought tears to 
the eyes of many an old-timer for the 
aura of glamour and legitimate tradi- 
tion that was revived. All of show 
business here was on hand to honor 
the show and all connected with it. | 
Serlin was there, and Russe] Crouse 
and Mrs. Clarence Day. Ward More- 
house came in from N. Y. Colleen 
Moore and Irene Castle were there 
to make up a silent-film threesome 
with Lillian Gish. 

Special Show’s Lineup 

In the special show on the stage 
after the performance were Bert 
Lahr, Willie Shore, Gypsy Rose Lee, 
Benny Baker, Jerry Bergen. Ella 
Gerber, Ben Gould, Eddie Hanley. 
Entire proceedings were run by Car- 
roll Ashburn, ‘Father’s’ stave man- 
ager. Using two youngsters, Char- 
ron Follett and David Jeffries, Ash- 
burn staged a riotous skit with the 
two kids playing the roles of Miss 
Gish and Percy Waram. 

There was some ribbing of 
Shuberts, of Serlin and others. For | 
a final touch they screened two 
D. W. Griffith flicker oldies. ‘Unseen 
—-, and ‘Musketeers of Pig Al- 
ley,’ which starred Miss Gish. 

Harry Forwood turned in a sensa- 
tional job on publicity. Herald-and- 
American issued a_ special make- 
over job with the front page en-| 
tirely devoted to ‘Life With Father.’ | 
Drama League breakfast during an- 


the 


niversary week drew a_erecord- 
breaking attendance to honor the 
show, with the Leaguers paying $2.50 
a plate for the privilege. Mrs. Clar- 


ence Day addressed a conference of 
Women’s Club presidents, which 


drew 400 club leaders from all _—, 


of the midwest. 

On the anniversary night perform- 
ance, all women patrons rec2iveéd 
corsage; 
All patrons had souvenir gold-leaf 


% 
4 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Native Son’ — Orson Welles, 
John Houseman. 

‘Your Loving Son’—Jay Rich- 
ard Kennedy, Alfred Blooming- 
dale, Joseph F. Loewi. 





‘They Walk Alone’ — Ben 
Boyar. 

‘Five Alarm Waltz’ — Everett 
Wile. 


‘Brooklyn Biarritz’—Marie L. 
Elkins, Clarence Taylor. 

‘The Student Prince’ (road)— 
Shuberts. 








' Sunday night, April 13, at the U. S. 


| Crouse have agreed to the idee and 


‘critic of the N. 


}some way they 


i play’s 


the men got ialemaiere. | 


‘Arsenic’ Traveling 
To West Point April 13 
For Cadets’ Benefit 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ will prob- 
ably play a special performance 





Military Academy, West Point. Pro- 
ducers Howard Lindsay and Russel 


the cast has okayed it, but Equity has 
not given permission, and the date 
is not final. Believed it would be 
the first Broadway show in memory 
to give a performance at West Point, 
although a few have given benefit 
shows at Sing Sing prison in re- 
cent years. 

According to tentative plans, the 
cadets would build their own pro- 





duction for the show, which would 


javoid the cost of taking the setting 
| from 


the Fulton, N. Y. Pointers | 
would also set up their own light- 
ing. Lindsay and Crouse expect to 
pay the train fare of the cast, how- 
ever. 

Idea of the performance apparently 
originated from a lecture at the 
Academy by John Anderson, drama 
Y. Journal-American. 
He raved about the comedy in his 
talk and the cadets, who under the 


| present speed-up schedule of courses 


have no holidays in which to visit 
Broadway and see the shows, aft- 
erward asked him if there wasn’t 
could see ‘Arsenic.’ 
Anderson told Crouse about 
the latter wrote to West Point offi- 
cials with an offer to take the show 
there for a single performance. 


Since the West Point date has 
been under consideration, there has 
also been talk of ‘Arsenic’ giving a 


special showing at Sing Sing, but the 
theme of using wholesale 
murder as a comedy subject mizht be 
objectionable to prison officials. 
However, Warden Lewis FE. Lawes 
saw the show at the Fulton and en- 
joyed it. 


RAMIREZ OUT OF ‘HEAT’ 
DUE TO S. A. BOOKINGS, 





it and! 


starred, had a three-weeks run 
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tickets for their memory books and 
a special program. Forwood ob-| 
tained cooperation from 34 stores 
throughout the loop for a tieup with 
the anniversary, and 17 restaurants 
and hotels joined in of their own 


Carlos Ramirez left the’ cast of 
‘Crazy With the Heat,’ 44th Street. 
New York, last night (Tuesday), the 
withdrawal being forced because of 





accord to send birthday cakes to the| South American dates. Warbler 
show. | plans rejoining the revue in four 
weeks, promising to journey back 


by Clipper plane, granted the show 
s still playing. Frank Parker of 
radio is slated to replace Ramirez 
tonight. 

Business for ‘Heat’ picked up last 
week with the gross approaching 
| $12,000. Show would have shown a 


A.C. HOTELMEN NIX 
LEGIT-VAUDE PROJECT 


Feb. 18 





Atlantic City, 


Atlantic City Hotelmen’s Assn. de-' slight profit at that level, but money 
clined to underwrite a legitimate’ for extraspace ads resulted in an 
theatre and vaude project in this re-| even break. Revue added Sunday 
sort at its meeting Friday night (14). afternoon to its Sabbath evening 


The plan was advanced by Morris schedule with fair attendance. 


Thoda Cocroft Dickers 





Green, New York theatrical pro- 
moter, 
Adrian Phillips, hotelman and 


chairman of the committee to study 
the theatre proposal, said that al- 
though the hotelmen considered a 
theatre here ‘a grand idea,’ the as-| 





Se ee ee), Sena Tol 1 
would cost $20,000. That amount ‘ 4 a 


: : erating a summer legiter at the Coach 
would guarantee working capital. 


The committee for several weeks, 
studied the proposal, which planned , 
to lease one of the numerous dark 


in Oconomowoc, Wis., some 140 miles 
from Chicago, figures to move the 
strawhat to a spot only 50 miles from 


houses here and produce plays and town, if her deal for a location on 
vaudeville. the Edith Rockefeller McCormick 
Hotelmen voted to support the estate materializes. 


New location would be in the ultra 
Lake Forest district and only a few 
{ miles from Fort Sheridan. 


prospective Stokowski Youth Con- 
certs, scheduled here April 27 to 
Mav ll. 


Fer New Strawhat Site 


House theatre on the Armour estate | 


NUGENT QUITS ‘ANIMAL’ 
FOR PAR FILM CHORES 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 

Elliott Nugent, star and co-author 
with James Thurber of ‘The Male 
Animal,’ will leave the Herman 
Shumlin hit next Saturday night 
(1) at the close of the Nixon en- 
gagement here and is to be replaced 
in the cast by James Bell, one of 
Broadway's many Jeeter Lesters. 





Nugent, who has been appearing in | 


the play for the last 14 months, re- 
turns to Hollywood to resume his 
directorial chores at Paramount, be- 


ginning with a new Bob Hope film. 

‘Animal’ has been a three-way win- 
ner for Nugent, who has collected 
as actor, author and part-producer. 
Couple of weeks of one-nighters fol- 
lowing Pittsburgh will be Bell's bap- 
tism in the role and further exten- 
sion of show's tour will depend on 
whether Nugent’s withdrawal has 
any noticeable effect on boxoffice. 
Play has lately been mopping up in 
the East, hitting almost $19,000 week 
before last in Washington for the 
best weekly gross of its career. 


Lazarus Sues 
Dramatists Guild 





Over Play Sale 





Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Milton Lazarus, author of ‘Every 
Man for Himself,’ has brought suit 
in New York against The Dramatists 


Guild and the Authors League of 
America, Inc., 
ing to $25,500. 

Lazarus asserts that while his play 
was running in San Francisco, where 
it was well received by the critics 
and drew large and enthusiastic audi- 
ences, he received from a major mo- 
tion picture producer a very sub- 
stantial offer for the film rights. This 
offer, Lazarus says, was made subject 


| to approval of the sale by The Dra- 
|matists’ Guild, prior to the New York 


opening. 
It is further claimed by the author 
that the Guild, in violation of its 


own agreement, constitution and by- | 


laws, failed to take appropriate ac- | 
tion upon his request for its ap-| 
proval, and that he was therefore 


unable to take advantage of the stu- | 


dio offer. As a result, Lazarus says, 
he was oblized subsequently to dis- 
pose of the picture rights for $4.500, 
or $25,500 less than the original offer, 
and he accorGcingly seeks to recover 
that amount from the defendants. 
Case is now pending in the New 


| York state supreme court. 


‘Every Man,’ with Lee’ Tracy 


in 
San Francisco, following a Santa 
Barbara break-in. before going to 
N. Y., where it failed to catch on. 


Katz’s S i Stock 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 18. 

George Katz. former burlesque op- 
erator at the Embassy here, is bank- 
rolling move of local legit stock com- 
pany to Roanoke. Va., for 10 week.’ 
season onening Feb. 17 with ‘It’s a 
Wise Child.’ 

Troune, directed by Francis Bal- 
lard, played here in the Gregorv St 
Playhouse. Michael Stuart and Marv 
LaRoche continue in lends and Frank 

| Reynolds as company mana-er, 

Under present plans Norfolk, 

try will follow Rozno! 
apolis next September. 





| 


Va 
ce and Indian- 


KGKO UP TO 5,000 


Dallas, Feb. 18. 
Radio station KGKO, owned joint- 


ly by the Dallas News and the Fort | ; 
| ‘Friend for a Nickel,’ new play by 
Claude | 


Worth Star-Ttelegram, 
permission from the Federal Com- 
munication to increase its power 
from 1,000 to 5,000 watts. KGKO 
has studios in both Dallas and Fort 
Worth. 

In order to make the power in- 
crease, Martin Campbell states a 415- 
foot vertical radiator will be erected 
besides the two 335-foot towers at 
KGKO’s transmitter near Arlington. 
A new ground system, consisting of 
120 radials, each 410 feet in length, 


has received 


will also be laid. 
Meantime, WRR, Dallas’ municipal 
broadcasting station, will erect a new 


| 5,000-watt transmitter building, 








for damages amount- | 


| house 


Inside Stuft—Legit ; 


Unusual stunt was pulled by Dixie French, general manager for John 
Golden, on the opening night of ‘Claudia’ at the Booth, N. Y., last Wednes- 
day (12). Shortly after the premiere he secured a quote line from Howard 
Barnes, who goes on the alr at midnight for WOR with condensed reviews 
of plays. The line was used in the ‘Claudia’ ads in the late editions of the 
a.m. papers, thereafter being extracted. Critics’ notices were distinctly 
favorable, with one or two exceptions. Barnes is the picture reviewer of 
the Herald Tribune, the radio opinions being an additional stint. 

Play is by Rose Franken, who did the staging, her first such job. She is 
married to William Brown Meloney, novelist whom she met in Hollywood 
when both were there on writing assignments. His mother is editor of 
This Week, the Trib’s Suncay magazine section. 








‘The Talley Method,’ retitled “The Mechanical Heart,’ then reverted to 
the original label, has been delayed four times as the result of unlucky 
breaks. First postponement came when John Halliday was taken ill and 
Philip Merivale replaced, to co-star with Ina Claire. Since then cast and 


| script revisions have been made and the show is now due on Broadway 


at the Miller next Monday (24). 

Herman Shumlin originally did the staging but it was agreed that he 
would be free after a certain number of weeks. He is now engaged pre- 
paring a new Lillian Hellman drama, untitled. Elmer Rice took over the 
directional assignment, 





‘Scandals’ is in from the road after playing 83 weeks. It started as a 
full-length revue on Broadway and then toured legit stands, after which 
the show was condensed for picture houses, where it played 32 weeks, 
most extended booking of that type in some years. ‘Scandals,’ produced 
by George White, opened at the Alvin, N. Y., at $4.40, then moved to War- 
ner’s Hollywood with the scale reduced. House is now known as the 5lst 
Street and has been housing ballets this winter. 

White is now occupied with his Gay White Way, Broadway nitery. Un- 
derstood the profits from ‘Scandals’ financed the cafe venture. 


Six settings operated on rolling platforms will be used for ‘A Man’s 
Reach,’ to be presented at the tiny Provincetown Playhouse in the Village 
by a new group called Theatre Associates. Play by Irwin Rowan and 
Martin J. Devon is slated Friday, Saturday and Sunday for four weeks, 
starting this weekend (21). 

Show will not play under Equity conditions, association not being con- 
cerned in little theatre showings outside the Broadway zone, Same goes 
for colored shows which are confined to Harlem. 





Surname of Harris is figured to be the most prevalent moniker in New 
York legit. Those so named include producers Sam H., Jed and William, 
Jr., no relation; Elmer, author of ‘Johnny Belinda’; Sidney, company man- 
ager of ‘Pal Joey’; Charlie, in the same capacity for ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ 
and the latter’s brother, Lou, treasurer at the Biltmore theatre, and Willy, 
in the boxoffice at the National theatre. 





Laurence Schwab, legit producer, is in 
he is ‘taking a vacation from a vacation.’ 
time ago and is due back there. 

Last winter Schwab built a hotel 
years. 


Mexico City, where he writes 
He went to Miami Beach some 


in Florida which he leased for five 


James Ramsey Ullman (and Sidney Harmon), 
White,’ ‘The Milky Way,’ ‘Blind Alley’ and other 
in a current Esquire footnote that he reads four languages: 
German and VARIETY. 


‘Akron ais 7” nay 
To Milk Banner Season 


18. | 


who produced ‘Men in 
Broadway legits, boasts 
‘English, French, 


_| REVISED JOB DRAMA 
WILL GET PITT TEST 





ates Akron, Feb. Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 
ylonie 1e¢ anag > 2re , ‘ 
olonial theatre management here ‘Dawn in Lyonesse,’ Thomas Job's 
wants more road shows. After sev- 

dramatization of the Mary Ellen 


eral in and out seasons, this season 
has proved a banner one for legit in 
Akron and only difficulty now is 
obtaining more plays with stars the 
folks know. 

With four shows 
the Colonial thus far, 
formances, only once has the play- 
house had an audience of less than 
capacity and that for The 
seats 1,475. Katharine Hep- 


which has been an off 
and on Broadway possibility for the 


Chase novel, 


last two seasons, 
week at 
| school, 


will be tested this 
the Carnegie Tech drama 
where Job 
professor. 


having visited 
giving six per- assistant 
Since original tryout at 
Locust Valley, L. L, couple of sum- 
mers back, drama has been cone 
siderably revised and several top- 


is an 


a matinee 


burn’s ‘Philadelphia Story’ brought 
fout 1,550 for the evening perform- 
| ance; 1,000 for the matinee. Tallulah 
| Bankhead’s ‘Little Foxes’ drew 1,550 
| patrons. ‘Hellzapoppin’ got attend- 
ance of 1,500, and ‘Tobacco Road,’ on 
its fourth visit, attracted 3,100 in a 
matinee-evening showing. 
GRIEB GIVES UP 

Milwaukee, Feb. 

Grieb, for 


18. 
Joseph Cc 


ager of Milwaukee's biggest show 
place, the Auditorium, has finally 
given up his fight to retain the! 
57,900 a year job, from which the 
pension board ordered his retire- 
ment. 

He has been succeeded by Wil- 
| liam C. Maas, former executive 
| sect retary to Gov. Julius P. Heil. 


a 





May Do ‘Nickel’ in N. Y. 
Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 


John Meehan, 
Stroud, has been bought by John 
Meehan, Sr., who will produce 
here for possible Broadway 
| ing. 

Piece will be cast with 


Jr., and 


season, 





| Joseph Heidt, Theatre Guild p. a., 


may operate the County theatre, Suf- 

Walter Ar-' 
strawhat last 
is out for this season, and there 
little chance that Haydon 
will operate 


fern N. Y., this season. 
mitage, who had the 
year, 
appears 
Evans or 
tit, as h 


Ruth Weston 
is been repeatedly rumored. 


. | the 
33 years man- 


| of Somerset Maugham’s ‘Theatre’ 
stead, 


it | 
show- 


‘Theatre’ 


flight producers are expected in 
town to have a look at the piece. 
Earlier this year, ‘Dawn’ had been 
announced for a Broadway produc- 
tion by Felix Jacoves and the Olneys, 
who dropped it, however, a few 
months ago. It’s to run for six per- 


'formances at Tech, beginning Thurs- 
|day (20), and Job himself is direct- 


ing it. 


Job is also the author of 
Swift,’ which 


‘Not to 
Cornelia Otis 
Skinner purchased in late October 
and expected to star in this sea- 
son. However, she has asked play- 
wright to make some revisions and 
in meantime will do dramatization 
in- 
holding ‘Swift’ 


until later. 








Engagements 





Canada Lee, ‘Native Son.’ 

Ann Loring, James Todd, Owen 
Lamont, Herbert Ratner, Ralph W. 
Chambers, Dorothy Libaire, Bertram 
Thorn, ‘Brooklyn Biarritz.’ 


Cornelia Otis Skinner, Margaret 


| Bannerman, Arthur Margetson, Regi- 
name leads | 


and be readied for early part of next | 


nald Mason, Florence Edney, Joan 
Wetmore, Carl Harbord, Frederick 
Bradlee, Leslie Austin, Stanley Har- 
rison, Ralph Bunker, Jack Merivale, 
(complete cast). 
Edward Hyans, Jr., ‘My 
Eileen’ (Chicago company). 
Elsa Lanchester, Carol Goodner, 
Olive Deering, ‘They Walk Alone.’ 
Helen Zelinskaya, Curt Conway, 
Robert Shayne, ‘Five Alarm Waltz.’ 


Sister 
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Coast ‘Dirty Show’ 


To Be Untair; Censorship Feared 





Managers Held 





Equity has declared unfair half a 
dozen managers on the Coast who 
are charged with using salacious ad- 


vertising matter, if not bawdy parts 
in performances, of shows in which 
amateur players Nave been appear- 
ing. Move was made at the sugges- 
tion of the Screen Actors Guild, 
which fears that unless the practices 
are curbed a wave of censorship may 
start and spread throughout the 
stage and screen fields. 


SAG sought to © «ve the theatres 
used declared unfair. Equity figured 
that such action might result in 
damage suits and regards placing the 
managers on the unfair list just as 
effective. It means that any amateur 
continuing to appear for the in- 
volved showmen will not be per- 
mitted to join any of the actor-artist 
unions. Equity will notify the man- 
agers and the casts individually, it 
being estimated that upward of 50 
amateurs have been in the ques- 
tioned shows. 


It is assumed tlat not all the sup- 
posed amateurs are of that classifica- 
tion, the inference being that a per- 
centage of pros are appearing under 
phoney names. I checkup appears 
to have been made, but that will be | 
done when the warnings are sent 
out. SAG has already adopted a 
ruling making all the ams concerned 
ineligible for membership. 

Most of the questioned advertising 
is in the form of throwaways or 
heralds and some of the samples sent 
east bear out the claim that the 
managers overstepped the mark of 
decency. Church element in Los 
Angeles has complained about the 
practice for some time. 


B. Bernard, MCA Agent, 








Others Backing Welles’ 
Prod. of ‘Native Son’ 


Principal backer of Orson Welles’ 
production of ‘Native Son,’ slated for 
a New York preem March 17, is 
Bern Bernard, formerly associated 
with RKO on the Coast and later an 
agent there. Bernard will also act | 
as business manager of the com- 
pany, with choice up to him as to 
whether he will get billing as co- 
producer, 


Welles and John Houseman, who 
{is associated in the production, are 
the ‘artistic’ producers, while Ber- 
nard and two other backers term 
themselves the ‘financial’ producers 
in the setup. Other two coin men 
are Jerry Lavin, of Music Corp. of 
America, acting for another party, 
and William Herz, also acting for 
other interests. Lionel Stander 
was handed an 8% interest for his | 
part in getting Welles and the coin | 
together, while Welles, Houseman | 
and Herman J. Mankiewicz as own- 
ers of United Productions, Inc., 
which holds the dramatic right to 
‘Son,’ will also share in the take. 


Bernard originally put up $20,000 
six hours after first seeing the script 
last Wednesday (12). Anxiety of 
a number of Welles’ friends to get 
in on the financing, however, result- 
ed in Bernard being convinced to 
take back $3,000. This amount was 
then put up by Lavin and Herz. In 
addition, Bernard and Lavin each 
have another $5,000 to put in if! 
needed, and there’s some minor dis- | 
agreement as to who will get first! 
chance to put his money up. 


‘Son,’ which has been dramatized 
by Paul Green and Richard Wright, 
from Wright's best-selling novel, is 
the first show backed by Bernard. 
It will probably go into the St. 
James theatre, N. Y., costs being | 
held down by use of the turntable 
made for Welles’ production of ‘Five 
Kings’. Three previews will be. 
given prior to the opening. 








Richard Aldrich will again operate 
the Cape playhouse, Dennis, Mass., 
this summer, his fifth at spot. 


the 
Ten-week season opens June 30. i 


¥ 


HOW TO CRASH LEGIT 
IN ONE EASY LESSON 


John Quigg, who plays Officer 
Brophy in ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ at 
the Fulton, N. Y., is making his legit 
debut in the play. A veteran of many 
years in vaudeville, he was out of a 
job when the Gay New Orleans show 
folded with the closing of the New 
York World’s Fair. 

‘After thinking it over,” he ex- 
plains, ‘I decided vaudeville was 
dead, so I told Mrs. Quigg I was go- 
ing into the legitimate. I went down- 
town that very day to look for a job. 
One of the first people I met on 
Broadway told me somebody at the 
Empire theatre was casting a cop 
part in a new play. I went down, 
was immediately cast and here I am.’ 

First few rehearsals were confus- 
ing, Quigg says. But he explained to 
director Bretaigne Windust that it 
was merely because he was used to 
being alone on the stage. ‘Now Boris 
Karloff and the others don’t bother 
me a bit,’ he adds. 


QUITS ‘JOEY FOR 
PRIVATE 
JOB 


Persons from the commercial field 
have aspired to the stage and some- 
times made the grade, but virtually 
the reverse is true of Cliff Dunstan, 
who recently quit ‘Pal Joey,’ an es- 
fablished hit at the Barrymore, N. Y.., 











to work for the General Electric Co. | 


The GE job was competed for by 
a number of actors who were re- 
quired to apply at the plant, quar- 
tered in the former Remington Arms 
factory in Bridgeport, Conn. 

The actor had to apply to the 
personnel department just like any 
artisan or mechanic seeking a job. 

Dunstan’s assignment with GE, 
however, will be professional. He 
will head a show to be sent on tour 
to the company’s other plants and 
offices. Balance of the troupe is said 
to consist of amateurs, mostly people 
selected from among the employees. 
Shows are designed to pep up sales- 
men for GE. Salary paid Dunstan in 
the new job materially tops that he 
received in ‘Joey’ and includes first- 
class transportation and hotel ac- 
commodations. 


Billy House Working 
‘Hellz’ in Wheel-Chair 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 18 

Billy House, co-starred with Eddie 
Garr in touring ‘Hellzapoppin,’ has 
been down with bad case of neuritis 
ever since revue opened at Nixon 
last Monday (10) and is playing only 
those scenes in show he can do from 
a wheel chair. That eliminates ro- 
tund comic from most of his sketches 
with Garr and as a result he’s doing 
only about four skits, instead of the 
even dozen in which he’s pro- 
grammed. 

Bobby Jarvis, who had been play- 
ing several bits in ‘Hellz,’ stepped 
into House’s shoes with only a 
couple of hours’ rehearsal opening 
night here and crix all gave him a 
hand for a first-rate job. House 
hasn't been able to leave his rolling 
cot for 10 days now, being wheeled 
from his hotel 
every performance. ie 

First-nighters thought it was a 
typical ‘Hellz’ gag when a bell-boy 
from the William Penn hotel 
wheeled House in through the front 
entrance of the 
lobby crowd was thickest at the big 
benefit (Mercy hospital) opener. 
Cash customers weren't aware until 
midway through the show that the 
wheel chair was on the level. 








to the theatre for! 


Nixon while the | 
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OOD 8.0. ALL 
ALONG THE LINE 


Some Managers Have 
Showed Tendency to Limit 
Showings to Broadway, 
But Attitude Has Been 
Changing—24 Troupes on 
Tour 





HITS INCREASE 





The road this season has been 
‘flourishing in most stands and worth- 
while attractions have been drawing 
| profitable grosses all along the line. 
| Some managers have shown a tend- 
lenecy to produce principally for 
| Broadway and to play only the key 
| cities out of town. Now indicated 
they are showing revived interest in 
the road and next season should find 
more shows in the hinterland. 


There are currently around 24 
troupes on tour, including several 
ballets which are booked in legit 
theatres, but there are more shows 
currently playing Broadway than 
presently on tour. For a time it 
was figured that the season of 1941- 
42 on the road would be on the 
downgrade because of the paucity 
of new hits, but with the coming 
of fresh successes there is a more 
encouraging slant. 

‘Father,’ ‘Dinner,’ ‘Foxes,’ ‘Road’ 

Roadshow companies of outstand- 
ers have been notable for almost a 
solid year, ‘Life With Father’ and 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
prospering in particular. While not 
| getting as high grosses, “Tobacco 
| Road’ on the road continues to play 
repeat dates, getting grosses that 
triple those of the Broadway com- 











|pany and sometimes much more. 
The high takings of ‘The Little 
Foxes’ and, in certain spots, ‘The 


Male Animal’ have surprised Broad- 
| way. 
|} ‘Dinner,’ with Alexander Wooll- 
cott. which recently resumed on the 
road, is another eye-opener. Booked 
into Baltimore for two weeks, the 
show cleaned up. Currently it is 
nlaying a split week, but opens in 
Washington next Monday (24) for 
another two-week stand. Advance 
sale at the capital is so heavy that 
a $20.000 pace is anticipated. Wooll- 
cott is repeating the draw that he 
started in Los Angeles last season, 
which was followed by his layoff 
through illness. It’s possible that the 
humorist, plaving himself, will ap- 
near in the: Broadway company be- 
fore the season enters the summer. 
Outside of the ballets there are 
three musicals on tour. Two are 
| cleaning up—‘Hellzapoppin’ (No. 2), 
jand ‘DuBarry Was a Lady.’ Bring- 
ing in Eddie Garr and Billy House 
to the Winter Garden ‘Hellz’ to bat 


for Olsen and Johnson when they go | 


Hollywood next summer, is being | 

mulled 

Key Stands Satisfied 
Managers in key cities are ap- 

parently satisfied. An instance is in 


St. Louis, where the American thea- 


tre has played 15 weeks of road 
shows and earned a profit with 
every show this season excent ‘Morn- 
ing’s At Seven.” It has four more 
attractions coming in, all virtually a 
cinch to get real money. 

Attractions to play there are 
‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Lunts), 


i‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes, Mau- 


rice Evans), ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ | 
| (Bert Lahr), and ‘Cabin in the Sky’ | 


(Ethel Waters). 
hy Paul Beisman. 


House is operated 





Raze Ex-Barnum Theatre 


Bridgeport, Feb. 18. 

Park theatre, 75-year-old house 
formerly owned by P. T. Barnum, 
then called America’s Music Hall, 
| will be razed and replaced by an 
office building. 

Long Bridgeport’s road show stand, 
Park was leased to Fox New Eng- 
{land chain in 1929, but went dark 
when circuit went into receiver- 
ship. Federal Theatre used house a 
(few years ago. 
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Mid-Week Broadway Biz Way Of: 
28 Shows Compared to 21 Year Ago: 
Confidence in Summer Production 
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OPERETTA FOR ST. LOO 


St. Louis Municipal Opera season 
is being set for the summer season 
which starts June 5. First attrac- 
tion will be ‘New Orleans,’ a new 
operetta by Oscar Hammerstein, II, 
and Sigmund Romberg, their first 
collaboration in some years. The 
show is a potential attraction for 
next season, though no producer is 
mentioned, 

Final attraction is to be ‘Balalaika,’ 
| but presentation is contingent upon 
| the production reaching this side 
from London, where the show was 
presented in 1937. It was slated for 
Broadway a season or so ago but the 
deal fell through. ‘Balalaika’ was 
made as a pi¢ture in Hollywood. 
Between the two new shows decided 
on, the balance of the season will 
see musical revivals as heretofore. 


NO TROUBLE ON 
TICKET LEVY 
COLLECTION 


Demand on Gotham ticket brokers 
| by the League of New York Thea- 
| tres that they remit the ticket levy, 
} One of the code stipulations, has re- 
| sulted in prompt responses. Approxi- 
| mately $8,000 was due the code en- 
forcement board and two-thirds of 
that total has been received. Money 
was for tickets sold by agencies dur- 
ing the first three months of the 
season. 

Willingness of the brokers to put 
it on the line may be explained by 
a one-third reduction in the levy. 
Originally they were supposed to pay 
344c per ticket, but last season the 
‘tax’ was lowered to an even 3c. 
Recently, the code outfit cut the levy 
to 2c but forgot to make mention of 
the cut. 

Brokers protested the 3c levy al- 
though lc was to be held in escrow 
and rebated the agencies if the 
money was not expended. Ticket 
people have been claiming right 
along that the levy made 
cult for them to operste out of the 
red. Coin from tickets is supposed 
|to be used for policing those agen- 
| cies reported to be evading code re- 
strictions. With the license commis- 
sioner understood to have assigned 
deputies to do that work, it is doubt- 
ful if the code people will duplicate 
| the coverage. Code people, however, 

are known to buy tickets at various 
boxoffices mostly with the idea of 
checking on whether the proper 
number of tickets are available for 
direct sale. 

Each theatre 
capacity for 




















must keep 25% of 
direct sale. It appears 


that some treasurers did not under- | 
tand that included the best loca- 
tions, but that is one of the code’s 


principal rules. 


Lawyer Turned Actor 





Milwaukee, Feb. 18. 

Manfred Gross, a Milwaukee law- 
| yer who took over a stock company 
and became so enamoured of show 
business that he married his leading 
woman (Myrtyl Ross) and became 
an actor himself, is now in radio as 
the central figure in ‘This, Our Na 
tive Land,’ a series of dramatizations 
of the lives of the Presidents being 


presented for a half-hour on Sunday | 


‘afternoons over WTMJ. 

The erstwhile barrister not only 
authors the continuity, but portrays 
the character of ‘The Old Timer,’ 
who acts as narrator, connecting the 
‘dramatized vignettes. 


| HAMMERSTEIN-ROMBERG: Broadway idiniiieieieli pat- 


ronage trouble, attendance being off 
so much on Thursday (‘cook's day 
out) in particular that showmen 
have been squawking. Except for 
| the highgrossing attractions, busi- 
ness is strong only Friday and both 
| performances on Saturday. Sundays 
|have developed to such an extent 
_ that on Monday nights along Broad- 
way the show district has a rather 
| deserted appearance. 


While spring production is still on 
the offish side, there are more shows 
on the list currently than last year 
at the same time, by more than 30%, 
despite the closing of two shows last 
week. Currently, there are 28 at- 
tractions, as against 21 in mid-Feb- 
ruary, 1940. Among the stayers are 
five holdovers. 

‘Liberty Jones’ which cost the 
Theatre Guild plenty to produce will 
stop at the Shubert Saturday (22), 
quickest flop the outfit ever had, 
'‘Popsy’ was yanked at the Playhouse 
after four performances at last mid- 
week. ‘Boudoir’ closed pronio at the 
Golden Saturday. Next week ‘The 
Talley Méthod’ which was retitled 
‘Fhe Mechanical Heart’ arrives at 
the Miller and ‘Brooklyn Biarritz’ 
lights the Royale. 


Golden Indicates Confidence 


First well-known showman to ins 
dicate confidence in next summer on 
Broadway is John Golden. Imme- 
ditely after opening ‘Claudia’ at the 
Booth last week, he announced the 
production of ‘Theatre,’ which he 
planned holding back until next sea- 
son. Show goes into rehearsal around 
the middle of March. Play is a Guy 
Bolton dramatization of Somerset 


' 








| Maugham’s story, Cornelia Otis Skin- 
iner to be starred. 


Other managers 
are known to be concentrating on 
scripts and are anxious to go into 
action. 
Sundays 
Earlier starting curtains, which 
have been mulled for some time, 





it diffi- | 


|} most shows, 
| afternoons. 


may be given a test on Sundays, 


| Afternoon performances usually be- 
| gin at 3 o’clock. While such performs 
| ances may not be set ahead, the Sab- 


bath-night showings may be sched- 
uled for 8 o’clock. There is appar- 


| ently a logical reason for ringing up 


|then since it is believed that most 
| patrons would be afforded the op- 


portunity of reaching their domiciles 
| sooner, 

More shows are trying Sunday 
matinees, dropping Monday nights 
and midweek matinees. Past Sabbath 


out, but apparently satisfactory for 


| (16) reports on business were in and 


same going for the 





Ballet Theatre’s Mild B. 0. 
In N. Y. May Be Explained 
| By Too Much Competition 





The Ballet Theatre, one of sev- 
ballet playing 
| legit theatres, opened a limited en- 
| gagement at the Majestic, N.Y., last 
| week. Outfit was accorded a favor- 


|able press but business was mild 
after the debut. Attendance picked 
}up Saturday and Sunday nights, 
however, when takings were around 
$2,300 on each evening. 

Current dance group was preceded 
by two ballets which played to ex- 
cellent business at the 5lst Street 
(Warners Hollywood) earlier in the 
winter. That may explain the dif- 
ference in attendance draw by the 
Ballet Theatre over last season, 
when it attracted considerable ate 
itention at the Center, Radio City. 

Prior to the current date the Theae 
tre Ballet played six weeks in Chie 
cago under the auspices of the Civie 
Opera. It is slated to play the 
} Colonial, Boston, March 24. 
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and the well-chosen cast. 


‘Claudia’ is by Rose Franken, who 


reappears in the show list after a 
lapse of nearly 10 years, though she 
has been busily engaged at book 
writing. New play may be up to 


her ‘Another Language’ click despite 
the fact that after a humorous start 
the play becomes serious. That is defi- 
nite!s uthor’s intention. There 
is no doubt about Miss Franken’s 
skill in character-etching, and most 
of tho e in the play are interesting 
people. 

It is essentially a woman’s play 
and appealed to the feminine reader 
when in book form. Story princi- 
pally deals with the awakening of a 
child-like wife to realities. Claudia 
and David Naughton live in a charm- 
ing house in the country. She is in 
constant wonderment over the ani- 
mals sex life. Maybe that’s strange 
for the average modern girl. 

Claudia is deeply attached to her 
mother, a frequent, visitor from New 
York. There is a party line, and 
Claudia has a habit of listening in on 
phone calls of other people. From 
an extension in the kitchen, Claudia 
listens in once too often. That is the 
occasion when her mother calls 
David to tell him that after a visit to 


the 


the doctor she has learned about 
an incurable illness. 

The actual awakening of Claudia 
comes with the realization that she 
is to have a baby. She doesn’t un- 
derstand the dizzy spells until the 
kindly maid indicates her condition. 
Not long before that she has been 
amorous!y kissed by a neighboring 
author. a Britisher who makes no 


bones at playing with other men's 
wives. The incident is not important 
to the play. 

The servants are middle-aged man 


and wife, engaged without refer- 
ences. The couple are decent people, 


though it develops that he had been 
in prison. David does a little check- 
ing up and finds the man had taken 
the blame for a bit of forgery com- 
mitted by his son. When the story 
is fully developed, it concludes in a 
lighter vein, plus a touch of tender- 
ness. 


Dorothy McGuire and Donald 
Cook, as Claudia and David, give 
splendid performances. It is Miss 


McGuire's first real chance, though 
she played the femme lead in ‘Our 
Town’ during the latter part of its 
Broadway engagement. She not only 
looks the part of the naive young 
wife, but seems temperamentally 
suited for it. Cook has given a good 
account of himself on Broadway, but 
no more likable a part than David. 
Frances Starr plays the mother 
with restraint and understanding, up- 
holding her position among the fine 
actresses of the stage. Adrienne 
Gessner and Frank Tweddell, as the 
servants, also give real perform- | 
ances, as does Olga Baclanova, 
the part of an opera singer. 
but once. John Williams plays the 
Britisher, a part not as agreeable as 
the others. Miss Franken handled 
the staging neatly. Ibee. 


Out of the Frying Pan 





Comedy in three acts (four scenes) y 
Fi is Swann; staged by Alexand ‘- 
land; setting, Cirker and Robbir > 
Bented b Kirkland and Willian ering 
at Windsor, N. Y., Feb. 1 '41; $3.30 top 
Geirge Bodell : William W. Terry 
Mrs. Garne Mabel Paige 
Norma Ree Alfred ike 
M I Mac Mict 
Kaie 4 \a Doug se 
Miarse Be Lo st I 
To ) Sell w Mvers 
Dottie ¢ ara Bel Gedies 
M ..-Henry A 
M: ..-Reynolds Eva 
ers s «45s <6 a wee bowen Arthur Ho'l 
Joe ous Georre Mathews 


Alexander Kirkland and Willian 
Deering have themselves a play, a 
cast and a theatre—now they need a 
salesman. For ‘Out of the Frving 
Pan’ is one of those comedies that 
isn’t comic enough to be a hit, vet 
resents too much that is pleasant 
o go by the board. What it requires 
for a run is a merchandising expert. 
For there are sufficient laughs in it 
for at least a moderate stay if it is 
tse sold and hypoed with thea- 
re parties, reduced-rate tickets and 
the other ingenuities of Broadway. 
While lack of names will hurt some- 
what, it also means the nut is virtu- 
ally negligible. 
Author Francis Swann 


easily believable. He’s built his 


endeavor to land Broadway 


in | 
She’s on 


is said to | 


of the 
stances under which his daughter is 
living provides one leg of the plot. 
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gecens % tee We eenewey PFO | playhouse, Pasadena, $1.65 top. has not been divulged Helm 
ducer who lives in the apartment | jin... .), eee tohert G, Rockwell | ™ ; aia , 
below and whom the ambitious sex- | Thomas Piper.. desde “he hese M — ee 
tet try to bait into seeing their ver- zone Call ighan.... , a ht Bg eee | 
sion of his eurrent mystery hit, | Harry M oo vom re" MY SISTER EILEEN 
Play gets away slowly under Kirk- | ees + | “" onrad | (ROAD COMPANY) 
‘ ’s staging } ic sneed— | kh. J. Pi Regan Me(Cnase: ‘ was cat } 
land’s staging, but picks up speed- y Thala Jane Cowan | Buffalo, Feb. 12. 
also laughs—in the second and third on tape ase t.eon M. Tontoe | Comedy in three acta by Joseph Fields 
acts. There are plents of funny Pancho. cece: ’ worotea B. Ines ; and Jerome Chodorov; adapted from stories 
lines and situations, but direction | sammy...... joseph G. Grossheim | by Ruth  Mekenney; presented at the 
isn’t quite sharp enough to get the |‘! . Lester Jackson | Erlanger, Buftalo, Feb. 12-15, by Max Goi 
. oe ae F is Ss , Rhinelander 2-SIS2.. .-» Meg Wyllie don; stuged by George S, Kaufman; $2.75 
maximum from them. Lots of the ji7 Wallace Seott | top. 7 . : 
humor, at least for first-nighters, lay | Callaghan Mallory siephen Howard Cast: Audrey Christie, Marcy Westcott, 
in the use of actual names and - Phil Loeb, BK iward Hyam Ituddy Mat- 
places. For instance, one of the Saroyan is off to the races, one {')" beaeeend Gus Hobe, Leong d Mat: 
characters says defensively: What © | might surmise from the title of his thews, Larry Southerr Prisel In Newton, 
wrong with the Group Theatre?’ To newest theatric daffodil, given its Merritt stone, King Calder, Anton Me- 
which the answer is: ‘Nothing that worldly break-in in this cultural Quade, 3 . Castie, irjorie Delton, Thee» 
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ducer in the yarn, who fancies him- | no jt has little to do with the bang-| von. George Travell, Donald Bi 


self a great cook and will talk to 


j;anyone and everyone if the subject 


be garnishes or sauces, is said to be 
patterned on Crosby Gaige. 

Alfred Drake, more or less the 
leader of the band of six, and Flor- 
ence MacMichael, as a dumb-dora 
friend who happens in on the others, 
take top personal honors. Drake, 
who was last seen on Broadway in 
‘Two for the Show,’ is a_ skillful 
comedian. Miss MacMichael is mak- 
ing her Broadway debut. Handed 
the juiciest comedy 
she milks every ounce out of them 
with a high, squeaky voice and a 
pathetically stupid manner. 

Eighteen-year-old Barbara Bel 
Geddes, daughter of designer Nor- 
man, is also doing her Broadway 
break-in. She’s the naive member 
of the group and it’s virtually im- 
possible to tell where life leaves off 
and acting begins, which makes her 
more than passable for the role. On 
the other hand, Mabel Paige, as the 
old landlady who’s never certain 
whether the drama in her house is 
rea] or acted, is a veteran whose 
ability and confidence sometimes set 


| off other members of the cast sharp- 


ly, although all the players go over. 
Reynolds Evans as the producer is 
particularly slick. 

Play was tried out last summer 
at the Hilltop strawhat theatre, Elli- 
cott City, Md., and attracted atten- 
tion of film companies, It’s definitely 
picture material, with Metro said to 
be particularly interested in its pos- 
sibilities as William Deering, co- 
producer, is a member of its New 
York talent department. Show is a 
kind of second-rate ‘My Sister 
Eileen’ and will be surefire for stock 
and strawhats. Herb. 





Piays Out of Town 











The Doctor’s Dilemma 
Detroit, Feb. 17. 


Drama in three acts (five scenes) by 
George Bernard Shaw; presented by 
rine Cornell; features Miss Cornell, 
mond Massey Bramwel Fletcher 
Forbes, Colin-Ke!th Johnston, Cecil 

| reys, Whitford Kane, Clarence 

| staged by Guthrie McClintic; 
Donald Oenslager: costumes, Mi 
Opened at the Cass theatre, Detroit, Feb 
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is no unimportant quality in keep- 
ing the medical theory of the play 
from being labored as well as be- 


laboring. 


and business, | 


Katha- 
Ray- 
Ralph 
Humph- 
Derwent; 
settings, 


tley 


Great male contingent, setting off | 
have included much that is auto-/| that loveliness which Miss Cornell 
biographical in his play, and that’s | distills, booms through the dead sec- 
tions to make it an actor’s victory. 
story around six likable kids, three | Headed by Raymond Massey, ill but | habitues and employes drift out into| 
boys and three girls, who are per-|up to the mark and escaped from | the night. 
petually but one step removed from | the confinements of an historic role. | cleared out, a husky Negro moves} 
starvation and eviction while they | such stalwarts as Cecil Humphreys. 
bat their heads against a wall in an | Whitford Kane, Bramwell Fletcher | singing, adjusting the chairs 
jegit | and Ralph Forbes, latter returning | 


Ferguson; 
set by 


"$1, by 


divected by rank 
supervising dives 


Presented Feb. 11 


tm Saroyan, 


Gimmes ia mie An emissary of the Shuberts cor- 


Rita ¢ 


wr, 


lover 


tails other than a bare mention by, Edith Gresham, 
cabbie that he’s playing a nag, an- | 
swering to the titular name, three} This road company of Fields and 
| ways. Mebbe, deep in the folds of Chodorov’s wacky dramatization of 
the play there’s a hidden meaning or; the Ruth McKenney New Yorker 
a symbolic something-or-other, Still,! mag stories, headed for a Chicago 
it may be an old Armenian custom run following its four-day showing 
to drug the playgoers with befuddle- | here, is framed to hold its own in any 
ment. Albeit, it’s truly Saroy-| company. Max Gordon's production 
anesque, say kis cronies, and what-) js a careful replica of his current 
ever that is should suffice for whose | Broadway hit, with a lineup so com- 
who like to dabble in abstractions. pletely effective histrionically as to 
Pasadenans are still trying to fig- | make it difficult to see how even the 
ure out what the young man is try-| New York cast could represent any 
ing to do or say, in spite of a cur-| improvement. In fact, talk around 
tain preface by the author, which is| the lobbies at the preem by the cog- 
more muddling than lucid. At cur-| noscenti had some of the portrayals 


Ralph Simone, 


tain’s fall there Were cries of ‘bravo’ | tagged as being superior to the 
from the intellectuals, which in-| originals. 

. ie a gp 1 sc: ‘ring ° oe P . ° : 
cluded good scattering from Hol | As in all his directorial contribu- 


lywood. Plain playgoers sat in be- 
wilderment, befogged at what they 
had witnessed. 

One literary nabob of a major 
talent agency guessed that Saroyan 
was sounding a plea for the under- 
| dog, the lonely. Shot back another, | 
| ‘That’s not it at all; it’s just a series | 
of exciting interludes.’ Leaving the 
| theatre, Al Woods was heard to ex- | 
| claim, ‘It’s out of this world.’ Lobby | 


tions, George S. Kaufman’s incisive 
tion. 
plot, Fields and Chodorov have added 
an ingenuity of treatment and a bar- 
rage of crackling dialog to make a 
combination which is. theatrically 
irresistible. In spite of this, it seems 
likely that road receipts may be 
sparse, with plenty of word of mouth 


: and other advertising needed for a 
comment summed it up best in one buildup. The New York run is only | 


| word, ‘screwy.’ Several critics came 
|to view it, wrote nothing the next | 
day. 

Saroyan plants his tale in a combo | 
bar-cafe, where the various charac- 
i ters congregate to espouse their | 

philosophies and invariably remark, | 


a few weeks old and, at best, the Mc- 
Kenney stories are known to only. a 
limited circle of sophisticates. Once 
grooved, however, the show should 
develop plenty on its own merits. 
Phil Loeb’s Appopolous, the Greek 
landlord, is a fine part, and Loeb 


} 


‘whe are os people doin out | . : 
he hat are those people mene Ur) does an unusually capable stint in 
there’ (meaning the audience). Af- ; 


filling out the character in all its 


ter the waiter goes into a long dis- 
sertation on what this opus is all 
about (huh!), the boss of the place 
comes in and whispers to the menial 
‘I'd like to dance a jig,’ which he 


overtones. Marcy Westcott is a de- 
mure and eye-filling Eileen, lending 


nered the playwright opening night, | 


i} touches do much to point up the ac- | 
To the zestful zanyisms of the | 


implications, even to its semi-serious | 


to the part a wealth of natural charm | 


tic, Ft. Worth (22); Convention hall, 
Tulsa (24); Shrine aud, Oklahoma 
City (25); Arcadia, Wichita (26); 
Muni aud, Kansas City (27-1). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner (Alex- 
ander Woollcott)—Playhouse, Wil- 
mington (19); Lyric, Richmond (20- 
22); National, Washington (24-1). 

‘Mechanical Heart’ (Ina Claire, 
Philip Merivale)—Forrest, Philadel- 
| phia (19-22). 

‘My Sister 
cago (19-1). 
| ‘Night Must Fall’ (Florence Reed, 
| Douglass Montgomery )—Grand, Lon- 
don, Ont. (19); Erlanger, Buffalo 

(20-22); Cass, Detroit (24-1), 
| Original Ballet Russe — Opera 
| house, Boston (19-22); Constitution 


Eileen’—Harris, Chi- 


hall, Washington (24-25); Lyric, Bal- 
timore (26-27); Academy of Music, 
Philadelphia (28-1). 


‘Pins and Needles’—Studebaker 
Chicago (19-1). 
| ‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton)— 


|Lobero, Santa Barbara (19); Civie, 
| Pasadena (20); White, Fresno (21); 
| Memorial aud, Sacramento (22); 
;Curran, San Francisco (24-1), 

Ruth and Paul Draper—Locust, 
Philadelphia (24-1). Pang a Kae 
| San Carlo Opera—State Teachers 
| college, Tallahassee, Fla. (19); City 
aud, Jackson, Miss. (21);. Muni aud, 


Shreveport, La. (22); Music hall, 
Houston (23-34); Liberty aud, Fl 
Paso (26); Philharmonic aud, Los 
| Angeles (28-1). 


‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante)—Hartman, 
Columbus (19-22); Hanna, Cleveland 
(24-1). 

‘Student Prince’ - 
| (24-1). 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Curran, San 
Francisco (19-22); Biltmore, Los An- 
Beles (24-1). 

‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dowl- 
ing)—Ford’s, Baltimore (19-22); 
Playhouse, Wilmington (24); McCar- 


Grand, Chicago 


ter, Princeton (25); Muni Aud, 
Springfield, Mass. (26); Bushnell 
Aud, Hartford (27); Shubert, New 
| Haven (28-1). 


‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
National, Washington (19-22); Ford's, 
Baltimore (24-1), 


Yiddish Public Theatre (Maurice 
Schwartz) — Forrest, Philadelphia 
(25-1). 


p a Sater the uree comes over which furnishes ample justification | 
ore? ps PR igs ° Teg ee ich fe for the chasing propensities of the 
him to sing ‘Tara's Hall,’ which is cast’s males. Audrey Christie’s Rut} 

duly performed with all the C>itic | S'S Maes. Aucre, ee © eeu 


is properly crisp and acidulous, with 


One scene is about gone|. 
just enough femme piquancy to make 


inflections. 


$25,000 DAMAGE SUIT 


ar th sitters start searching sgh ip V§ MAURICE SCHWARTZ 
ah their eae ot sroneunen. the role human and convincing. As | . 

Mebbe something will happen to | The Wreck, Guy Robertson bridges | a 

| = . . | > ¢ ¥ ig Sar =] ° 

| start the plot unfolding. A _ fast- oe _ a | Dramart Corp. filed suit yesterday 
talking young fellow comes _in.| 4 tye ape gusto, while “!ng | (Tues.) in N. Y. supreme court 
orders everybody around and pipes Calder’s Chick and Theodore New- against the American Jewish Play- 
to a dame at a nearby table, ‘people | t0n’s Baker are in perfect tempo. ian ‘tan ~ Ma Pia Scl see 
stink.’ She echoes the sentiment,| Minor characters are excellently |©™S 4nc. and Maurice schwartz 
‘ , least. Opening was without a single | Seeking $25,000 damages for alleged 


‘yes, people stink.’ ‘ ; age 
|” A pair or swells in formal getup | 2°ticeable slip. Gordon was on hand 
| drift in, get involved verbally with | for the first performance, as were also 
lthe talkative youngster, who puts| both of the authors. Robert Milford 


driver wants to know if his bus is| 
still out front. ‘Oh, no,’ he’s told, | 
‘everything’s gone.’ 

Up to now the mist hangs heavy 
over the heads in the auditorium. 
Perhaps it'll all be justified in the 
last scene. Up goes the curtain and | 
| the stage is bare. One by one the) 


Princeton (1). 

‘Hellzapoppin’—Nixon, Pittsburgh 
(19-22); Muni aud, Charleston, S. C. 
(24-25); Ryman aud, Nashville (26); 
Erlanger, Atlanta (27-1). 

‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish) — 
Blackstone, Chicago (19-1). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Repertory, Boston (19-1), 
humming and ‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
and| Coliseum, Evansville, Ind. (19); 
otherwise putting the place in order.| Memorial aud, Louisville (20); Bijou, 


When the last one has} 


through the room, 


fobs. The youngsters of the cast so 'to the stage after 13 film years, put! Not one word has been uttered' Knoxville, Tenn, (21); Plaza, Ashe- 





Aber gee rt or te open ° ‘a 


breach of contract. An application 


for a temporary injunction is re- 
, turnable today (Wed.). 
| Plaintiff claims that in October 


| 1940 it set a deal with Schwartz and 
| the Players to appear at the Public 
| theatre, later changed to the Yid- 
| dish Art theatre, N. Y., until April, 
}1941. This month Schwartz notified 
| plaintiff he intended to quit the the- 
atre and to transfer his company 
the Forest theatre, Philadelphia 
Since 70°. of the sales are advance 
sales, plaintiff will be forced to re 


to 


fund $8,000 up to April 17, it is 
claimed, which will ruin it An il 
junction against the transfer of the 
players, and $25,000 damages are 


asked, 


Vanities’ Unit Starts Tour 


_—— --—_ 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Earl Carroll trained for Minne- 
apolis with 32 members of his Vani- 
ties roadshow troupe to open 20- 
week tour of the midwest and east. 
Company includes 12 principals 
and 20 show girls. 





Holyoke Players, under the co-op- 
erative management of Dorothy 
Crane, Lauren Gilbert, Walter Coy, 
Jackson Perkins, Joseph Foley, Louie 
Mudgett, Jean Guild and Carlton 
Guild, will operate the Mountain 
Park casino. Holyoke, Mass., this sea- 
son, opening June 30. Group was for- 
merly with the Farragut Players. 
'Rye Beach, N. H. 
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Father,’ $14,000, Winds Up Ist Year 
In Chi; DuBarry,’ 236, Pins,’ $8.30 








Chicago, Feb. 18. 


Harris relighted last night (Mon- 
ay) with the road company of ‘Mv 
ister Eileen’ and that makes five 
ouses now operating. Current is 
the final session of ‘Blossom Time’ 
t: the Grand, which has come 
hrough with surprisingly good busi- 
ness. The Shuberts are sending it 
gut on the road for a spell. Re- 
lacing in the Grand on Monday 
94) will be ‘Student Prince,’ and 
there is every indication that the 
@huberts will run a series of mu- 
gical revivals in town. 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ continues 
#0 do powerful business, and the 
ow, originally scheduled to finish 
s Chicago run on March 8, may 
tick until at least March 15. Fol- 
fowing on March 17 is Dante’s ‘Sim 
ala Bim’ magic show. 

On Saturday (15) occurred the 
eelebration for the first anniversary 
of ‘Life with Father’ in Chicago. It 
continues to gallop along at a pace 
which is unique in show business. 
Oscar Serlin has the Blackstone un- 
til June 1, but that doesn’t mean 


that June will be the end for ‘Life | 


with Father.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Blossom Time,’ Grand (4th week) 
(1,200; $2.75). Revival is making its 
10th appearance in town and will do 
five excellent weeks. Took good 
$8,500 last week. 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ Erlanger 
(8th week) (1,300; $3.30). Continues 

reat and will probably go beyond 
fis original March 8 date. Again 
amacked over $23,000. 

‘Life with Father,’ Blackstore 
(52d week) (1,200; $2.75). Held an- 
niversary celebration Saturday (15). 
with special party on stage and 
backstage after evening perform- 
ance. Came up with brilliant $14,- 
000 last session. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ ‘Studebaker 
(9th week) (1,200; $1). Selling out 
right along, with only price and ca- 
pacity regulating the take, which 
Was again fine at $8,300. 


HELLZ SMASH 
$99 906) IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 


Nixon was a shambles last week, 
inside and at the boxoffice, too, as 
‘Hellzapoppin’ rolled up a high legit 
‘ross here, grabbing an estimated 
29,900. At $3.30 scale and with 
opening night sold to an outside 
organization for a benefit, that figure 








represents better than solid capacity | 
of house, additional coin accounted | 
for by scores of standees at every | 


performance. 


‘Hellz’ is staying for second week | 
and is practically sold clean for the , 


h.o. session. Opened here to an ad- 
vance sale of better than $44,000, 
which meant there were few seats 
available at window after the revue 
got under way. Tickets were selling 
at a premium and what few specs 
managed to buy up brought more 
than double their advertised price. 


Town hasn't seen a riot like it since | 


the old Ziegfeld days and ‘Hellz’ 
could easily stay a month and sell 
out for the run. Efforts are now 
being made to bring it back again 
later in season. 


‘FATHER,’ 156, MINUS 





Boston, Feb. 18. 


Nothing much to report from this 
Way station except that ‘Life with 
Father’ is still packing ’em in at the 
Repertory. Now in its 21st week, 
it’s enjoying free run of the town 
without any legit opposish. 

Ruth and Paul Draper come in 
March 3 for a single week, followed 
by Elsa Lanchester in ‘They Walk 
Alone,’ by Max Catto, for a single 
week. 


Last week ‘Father’ chalked up 
estimated socko $15,000. Two more 
stanzas to go, then off to Philly. 


Dante 736 in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Feb. 18. 








Dante, at the English for a week | 


Starting Monday (10), proved that 
the town still goes for magic as in 
the days of Thurston’s annual ap- 
pearances by hanging up approxi- 
mately good $7,500 in six evening 
oP yeoman and two matinees at 
1.65 top. 

; Good exploitation helped, with 
time purchased on radio as weil as 


display space in papers, plus gratis | 


air interviews. 


v 


Woollcott-Dinner Does 
$18,300 in Balto 2d Wk. 


Baltimore, Feb. 18. 

In currently as the third of six 
plays promised under American The- 
atre Society subscription, ‘The Time 
of Your Life’ is at Ford’s. Sixth re- 
turn of ‘Tobacco Road’ is set to fol- 
low. Rest of calendar listing ‘Five 
Alarm Waltz,’ by Lucille Prumbs, 
due for a pre-Broadway opening un- 
der aegis of Everett Wile, at the 
indie-booked Maryland, March 3. 
Elia Kazan and Louise Platt in cast. 





to Dinner,’ at Ford’s last week with 
Alexander Woollcott, held the rosy 
pace of its opening round, even top- 
ping that solid figure. Reached $18.- 
300 after a socko initial count of 
$17,800, which is plenty of business 
for the 3,000 seats on hand. 


LUNTS GET SMASH 
$30,000 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Feb. 18. 
Lunts drew estimated smash $30,- 
000 in eight performances in five 
|!days at the Curran theatre. With 
the exception of a few $3 seats, 
house was almost a complete sellout. 
‘Maid in the Ozarks,’ in its third 
session at the Alcazar, is continuing 
at a fast clip. Take of approximately 
$6,200 for the bawdy hillbilly show 
has prompted management to slice 
output of cut-rate passes to a mini- 
mum. 


Midgets’ Chiz 


Continued from page 1 
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|out charge, through subterfuge, and 


|the following information is given | 
with the thought that you might be | 


on the lookout. 


‘The theatrical vaudeville act is 
| Paul Remos and His Toy Boys. The 
act is in charge of Paul Remos, and 
‘the Toy Boys’ are two midgets. 

‘It is stated that, when Mr. Remos 
is approached by railroad repre- 
|sentatives for the purpose of so- 
| liciting his business, he advises the 
| railroad representatives that he has 
‘his transportation all taken care of. 
/He then buys a ticket and a lower 
| berth for himself, puts the two 
| midgets, who are over 30 years of 
age, in grips similar to those which 
l|are used for handling dogs when 
|earried on a train. He boards the 
train at the last moment, puts the 
bags in the berth, closes the cur- 
tain, and puts the two men to bed 
in the same lower he occupies. In 
the morning, when he goes to the 
washroom, he buttons up the cur- 
tain, and after he has completed 
his toilet, goes back to his berth, 


and, behind the curtain, puts the | 


two men into the dog bags, carry- 
ing them off the train when he 
reaches his destination. 

‘In a recent case, Mr. Remos at- 
tempted to secure transportation on 
'this basis, and while he was in the 


| midgets covered by blankets. When 


the conductor confronted Mr. Remos, | 


the latter paid full fare for each of 
the midgets.’ 














a 
Rise Stevens 
——_— Continued from page 25am 


in M-G’s forthcoming filmization of 
Straus’ operetta, ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ 
which, while under M-G contro] for 
some seven years, has been all this 
time in having its sundry rights 
cleared up, starting with the libretto 











original of G. B. Shaw, ‘Arms and the | 


' Man.’ and through its manifold lin- 
guistic adaptors and translators. 
| Miss Stevens is a Manhattanite 


whose photogenic ‘Delilah’ at a re-| 


cent Metropolitan opera perform- 
ance, focused Hollywood attention on 
her. 

The benefit at Carnegie, despite the 
dominantly all-Viennese character of 
the program, was for Greek War Re- 
lief. Artists in Need and Bundles for 

ritain. 

Incidentally, while Stolz and the 
Shuberts aren’t particularly clubby. 
because of the recently ill-fated 
‘Night of Love’ operetta, 
refugee friend from Vienna, 
Paris, Emmerich Kalman, has a 
forthcoming operetta slated for Shu- 
bert fall production. 


Second week of ‘Man Who Came. 


washroom, the train conductor ex- | 
|amined the berth and found the two | 


Ballet Russe Terrific 
$23,200 In Toronto 


Toronto, Feb. 18. 
For the first time at Royal Alex- 
andria, the 1,46l-seater, with Ballet 
Russe, grossed estimated smash 
$23,200 at $3 top last week. 


Upper floors were sold out days 
ahead and an extra Friday matinee 
was necessary. This was a sellout, 
too. 


Story Big 21146 
In Philly Despite 
Opposition Fil 


Phiadelphia, Feb. 18. 
Hepburn proved 











Katharine 


/on its third visit here and facing 
the opposition of the film version, 
| grossed $21,600 in its single week at 
ithe Forrest. The Philip Barry play 
has played four weeks here in all 
and all of them were close to ca- 
pacity. It wound up its tour with 
the closing here Saturday (15). 

| The other show of the week, ‘The 
|Male Animal,’ stepped off to lively 
| trade in the first of two weeks at 
| the Locust Street theatre, hauling in 
| over $15,000. 

At the last minute, Playwrights 
decided to bring the Ina Claire- 
Philip Merivale vehicle, now ‘The 
Mechanical Heart,’ into the Forrest 
for a fina) week's conditioning. It 
} opened last night (Monday). Next 
| Monday (24), the Locust gets Ruth 
|and Paul Draper. Maurice Schwartz 
| arrives at the Forrest for 11 days of 
repertoire, although first week will 
be entirely devoted to one show, 
‘Sender Blank.’ The Walnut’s re- 
lighting with ‘Life With Father’ is 
now definitely set for March 3. with 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ due 
March 10. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Philadelphia Story,’ Forrest fone 
week only) (1,800: $2.85). Third 
visit and bucking film. but lived up 
to Miss Hepburn’s hopes, getting 
fine $21.600. ‘Mechanical Heart’ this 
week on short-notice booking. 
| ‘Male Animal,’ Locuct (ist week) 
(1,500: $2.85). Fine start for this 
one with better tharf $15,000 and 
should do as well in second and 
| final week. 


‘CHATTERTON’S $11,000 
FOR 8 SHOWS INL. A 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 

Ruth Chatterton wound up six- | 
day engagement of ‘Pygmalion’ at | 
the Biltmore (15) garnering esti- 
| mated okay $12,000 on six nights 
and two matinee performances. 
House dark this week, with Alfred 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne moving in 
Feb. 24 for two weeks in ‘There 
Shall Be No Night.’ | 

Heavy advance indicates Lunts} 
will play to capacity during brief | 
; sojourn. 








‘Life,’ in Delayed Wash. 
Date, Gets Great $19,700 


Washington, Feb. 18. 
‘Time of Your Life,’ expected 
early in local ATS season and can- 
celled, thus setting off two months 
of troubles for Capital subscription 
series. came through last week and 





packed the National for approxi- 
mately $19.700 at $2.75 top. Figure 
got around the maximum for sub- 
scription show. 

Current is “Tobacco Road, with 
John Barton: Show is playing its 
seventh local engagement and sell- 
ing at $1.65 top. Next week (24) it’s 
Alexender Woollcott in ‘Man Who 
Came to Dinner’ for two-week run. 


‘Eileen’ 66 in Buffalo 


Buffalo, Feb. 18. 
Opening cold at the Erlanger, fol- 
lowing New 
Chicago company 
Eileen’ ted from 


of ‘My Sister 
scratch at the 


tor 
start 


b.o., due largely to provincial ignor- | 


ance of source material and of hit 
proportions of N. Y. original. 
Aided by excellent local notices 
and verbal advertising. as well as 
plug in current issue of ‘Life.’ tak- 


ings built to $6.000, okay for here in | 


four-day stay. 





Stolz’s | 
via | 


Guthrie McClintice is considering 
production of a play by Margaret 
Curtis, actress in ‘The Doctor’s Di- 
lemma,’ with Katharine Cornel! 
Pie an: he Bret wrr'iti-y ottamnt 


her | 
| point when ‘The Philadelphia Story,’ | 


York dress rehearsals, | 


Bway B. 0. Mixed: 


Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton (5th 
week) (CD-938: $3:30). Some shows 
| have been easing off, but it is S.R.O. 
}at all performances for sock laugh 
| show; close to $17,000. 

‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- 
hurst (20th week) (R-1.150: $4.40). 
| One of the shows that hes been slip- 
ping; last week down around $14.- 
000; decision by Ed Wynn to drop 
the top may have had some effect; 
| goes to $3.30 next Monday. 
‘Boudoir,’ Golden. 
|day after playing one week and two 
days; got nothing after being panned. 
‘Cabin in the Sky,’ Mariin Beck 
(7th week) (M-1,214; $3.30). Final 
|three weeks announced for colored 
musical ,then going on tour; Sundays 
| helped keep it here for past month. 
but weekly take of around $12,000 
hardly enough. 

| ‘Claudia,’ Booth (lst week) (CD- 
| 712; $3.30). Looks like new success 
‘and easily best thing in weeks: good 
| press with a dissenter or two; opened 
|middle of week, “getting over $6,000 
in five times; big Saturday matinee: 
| indications are for more than $12,- 
000, pienty ckay for one-setter. 

‘Crazy With the Heat,’ 44th St. (3d 
week) (R-1,325; $3.30). Somewhat 
improved, though not as much as 
hoped for; takings approximated 
$12,000; now playing two perform- 
ances Sundays, which may help 
further. 

‘Flight to the West,’ Guild (7th 
week) (D-956; $3.30). One more 
week to go; attendance did not climb 








jas expected; gross slightly over 
| $6,000; will not tour until next 
autumn. 

‘George Washington Slept Here,’ | 


Lyceum (17th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). | 
Picked up several hundred dollars | 


| and still credited with turning some 
profit; around $8,500. 


‘Hellzapeoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(126th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Busi- 
ness something to wonder about; 


|laugh revue getting plenty of busi- | 
ness including strong Sunday nights; 
estimated at more than $24.000. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (19th 
week) (R-3,087; $2.75). Another at- 
traction that gets big money Sunday 
night; matinee now added: one of the 
|shows with midweek weakness; rated 
over $30,000. | 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (22d 
week) (D-1,016; $3.30). Somewhat 
better than estimated and engage- 
| ment is slated indefinitely; quoted at 
better than $7,000. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ 
week) (M-1,357; $4.40). Getting all | 
the house will hold plus standees, 
gross topping $32,000; nothing on list 
getting better money. 

‘Liberty Jones,’ Shubert. Closing 
Saturday (22) after playing two and 
one-half weeks; shortest stay for 





Alvin (4th 


| Theatre Guild attraction: play with ! 
| music only $8,000 first full week 


‘Life With Father,’ 
week) (C-1,005; $3.30). Hardly af- 
fected by newer laugh shows and 
virtually sells out all performances 
for gross count around $18,000. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial 
| (38th week) (C-1,450; $4.40). Con- 
| sidering the nearly nine months run 
to date, attendance is excellent; little 
loff last week when the gross was 
|estimated at $27,000. 
| ‘Man Who Came te Dinner,’ Music 
|Box (70th week) (C-1,013; $3.30). 
| Went up again and still counted on 
| to last out second season; well over 
$11,600. 

‘Meet the People,” Mansfield (8th 
week) (R-1,000; $3.30) Has been 
well publicized, but business not up 
to expectations: hopeful of upping 
ithe gross by playing matinee and 
| night on Sundays; under $9,500. 

‘Mr and Mrs. North,” Belasco (5th 
week) (C-1,000; $3.30). Looks like 
a moderately successful grosser; im- 
proved from starting pace _ w,ith 
grosses flirting with the $10,000 level. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (8th 
week) (CD-991: $3.30). Early win- 
ner click is selling out right along 
and should be summer stayer; quoted 
over $16,500. . 

‘Old Acquaintance,’ 
week) (C-939; $3.30). Mondays are 
out and now playing three mati- 
nees; strongest in afternoons from 
start; around $11,000: should play 
| well into spring period. 

‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Windsor 
(Ist week) (C-873: $3.30). Drew 
mixed notices and business light 
| after debut; first seven performances 
/n.g.; around $4,000 but strong Satur- 
| day encouraging. 
| ‘Pal Joey.’ Barrymore (8th week) 

(M-1,104; $4.40). Matinees building: 


Empire (66th 


Morosco 8th 


nights capacity right along and 
grosses top $22000; another show 
that looks to be cinch for summer 
holdover. 

‘Panama Hattie,” 48th St. (16th 
week) (M-1,347: $4.40). Leadership 
hatter lhe 'T ng eae , > Wy 


topped Satur- 


Lady, Hattie’, 


$32,000, ‘Corn’, $20,000, All Big, But 
Wynn, 146, Off, ‘Claudia’ Looks Good 


‘gross unaffected; always has standees, 


with gross bettering $32.000. 

‘Popsy,’ Playhouse. Was taken off 
last Wednesday after playing four 
tumes; management figured show 
could not survive bad press. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (47th 
week) (C-1.107; $3.30). ‘The Doctor's 
Dilemma,’ slated here soon, but run 
laugh show making money both 
ways: takings of this one-setter again 
close to $9.000. 

‘Teanyard Street,’ Little (2d week) 


(D-530; $3.30). Appears to have 
small chance; takings down very 
low: estimated under $2,500. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National 


(12th) D-1,162; $3.30). Different here; 
British drama drawing capacity at- 
tendance and primed for clean-up; 
approximates $20,000, great. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (374th 
week) (C-1,107: $1.10). Road coms 
pany bettered $20,000 in midwestern 
one-nighters: New York outfit 
around $4,000, but to some profit; 
difference marks show as freak suc- 
cess. 

Revivals 

‘Twelfth Night,’ St. James (12th 
week) (D-1,526; $4.40). Last three 
weeks, going on tour March 10: was 
boxoffice draw from start; around 
$15.000 last week. 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (18th week) 
(C-1.064; $3.30). Was underestimat- 
ed; getting better money than some 
other shows; quoted at $9,600 last 
week; gross quite all right for this 
one, 

Added 

Ballet Theatre, Majestic. Other 
ballets may have taken edge off this 
one. which did well here last season; 
in for limited stay; light after preem, 
but okay at weekend. 





Name Concert Dates 


(Feb, 19-26) 

Walter Damrosch — With Philhar- 
monic -Symphony, Carnegie hall, 
N.Y. (20-21). 

Nelson Eddy—Aud, San Antonio 
(20); Aud, Beaumont, Texas (25). 

Jascha Heifetz—Academy of Music, 


Philadelphia (20); Constitution hall, © 


Washington (23); 
Providence (25). 

Josef Hofmann—H. S., 
Park, Fla., (23). 

Jose Iturbi — With Philadelphia 
orch. Academy of Music, Philadel- 
phia (21,2224): with Philadelphia 
orch, Carnegie hall, N.Y. (25). 

Marjerie Lawrence—Carnegie hall, 
N.Y. €213. 

Lotte Lehmann—Festival, 
bia, S.C. (21). 

Paul Robesen — Carnegie 
hall, Pittsburgh (18). 

Albert Spalding — Eastman, Roch- 
ester, N.Y. (21); H. S. Jackson, Mich. ‘ 
(24). 


Metropolitan 


Winter 


Colum- 


Musie 
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EARL CARROLL’S THEATRE 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 


APPEARING AT 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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SINCE 1430 
AUTHORS REPRESENTATIVE 


Plays for Stage. Screen and Radie 
25 West 45th Street. New York 
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Deny PM’s ‘If’ Notice 
Reports that Marshall Field IIT has 
provided PM with enough coin to 
last through May, and that unless 
the new daily is self-sustaining by 


that time it will fold, were denied 
in various quarters this week. It 
was admitted by one source, how- 


ever, that May has been set by Field 


for a ‘re-examination’ of the situation 
to see at that time ‘what the paper 
gives promise of.’ 

Publisher Raiph Ingersoll, in de- 
nying the report, declared that Field 
has set no date by which PM must 
support itself ‘as long as it con- 
tinues to move satisfactorily towards 
that goal, as it is doing.’ Field has 


made clear, Ingersoll said, that he is 
not ‘endowing’ the sheet. 

PM circulation, the publisher as- 
gerted, is above the 100,000 mark, 


hitting 130,000 occasionally, depend- 
ing upon what it offers any particular 
day. It must reach 200.000 to be 
self-supporting without paid adver- | 
tising. Number of changes re-| 
cently, tt was said, have reduced | 
expenses by almost one-half, Prin- 


cipal saving has been in production 
methods, including the cut to one 
edition daily, instead of the former 
three. Staff cuts have also helped. 
Feared slide in circulation with | 
the inauguration of the single edition 
coming out about 9 a.m. has not ma- 
terialized, Ingersoll asserted, and 
there has actually been a slight up- 
turn. This is because distribution is 
more efficient, papers are on the 
stands more hours of the day and the 
paper is better edited because the 
staff can put in 16 hours of con- 
tinuous work on it instead of the two 
or three hours between editions. 
Heaviest losses were taken last Au- 
gust, it was said, when circulation 
hit its low Since then it has 
crawled up and economies have been 
instituted to make income more 
nearly approximate expenditures. 
Ben Robertson, sheet’s London cor- 
respondent, who has been in the 
U. S. for about six weeks, returns | 
to England by boat on Saturday (22). | 





British Writers Hypo Output 

Apparently accustoming them-| 
selves to the conditions and difficul- 
ties of war, British novelists are said 
by New York agents and publishers 
to be resuming work on a large scale. 
While until recently the flow of 
manuscripts to the United States | 
from Britain was slowed to a trickle, 
it is now beginning to regain some of 
its pre-war proportions. 

Some of those from whom yarns 
have recently been received, or who 
have at least communicated that they 
are working on books, are V. Sack- 
ville-West, Richard Llewellyn, Sir 


| 

Philip Gibbs, Elizabeth Bowen and| ** 

P ’ 7 | said he hopes to start arss:in after a 
| 


many others. Output, however, can 


be on no regular basis, as the au- | 
they can, | 7 
| September, if at all. 


thors get in work when 
but are frequently delayed from a 
few hours to a few weeks by bomb- 
ings or requirements by the govern- 
ment on their services. 


‘Jervis Bay’ Published 

‘The Jervis Bay Goes 
lengthy poem by Gene Fowler, 
which was recited on the air recently 
by Ronald Colman, is being pub- 


lished in book form by Random | Photographed and fingerprinted (Feb. | 


House. Author’s royalties and all of 


the publisher's profit from the small| beefed about the long wait in line. | 


volume are being donated to the 
Bundles for Britain fund. 


York, the printers, having produced 
it at cost, 


Fowler dedicates the volume to 
Eddie Mannix, Metro’s studio exec., 


who is a close personal friend. 
Ask SEPost Ban in Canada 


ban on the Saturday 
in Canada was asked by 


A 
Post 


Down,’ | 


Book is | 
being sold for 50c., H. Wolff, New| 4nd warned those who yelped loud- | 


Evening 
the 


| Wurslev, daughter of the late Social- | 


Berger, as | 


ist congressman Victor L. 





editor. Staff is largely recruited 
{from ranks of erstwhile employes 
of PM, New York tab daily. Rich- 
ard O. Boyer will be associate editor, 
His wife, Sophie, former head of the 
League of Women Shoppers, will be 
an editorial assistant Marion 
Bachrach, also from PM, will man- 
age eastern bureau, and Leo Tiuber- 
man, former PM labor editor, will 
also be on staff. 

U. S. Week to be ‘liberal’ and 
is being financed by the William E 
Dodd foundation Dodd's son, Wil- 
liam, Jr., will be a contribut 

B’klyn Eagle-Post Merger Of 

The Brooklyn Eagle, in a page one 





Dee Lowrance Joins NEA 
Dee resigned as 
fashion editor at Paramount Pictures 


Lowrance has 


and will write fashions and special 


features for Newspaper Enterprise 
Association, 

Paul Harrison's NEA column from 
Hollywood is presently being done by 


his wife, Lucie Harrison, while he is 


covering national defense activities 
on a swing around the country. 


Home Rechartered 
Magazine 


American 
The 


Corporation, New York, has change 


American Home 
its capital stock from 5,000 shares to 
4,000 preferred at $100 par value, and 


1.000 commen at no par value, to 


' such 


- 








WS 














Minnesota Terrace, Mpls. 


calls for restraint, the Arnheim 
gang seems very much at home. Un- 
like some of the outfits 


blasting which, in a 
small and low-ceil- 
inged room, makes more for pande- 
monium than music, and its modu- 
lated melodies draw a warm wel- 
come. 

In addition to conducting the or- 
chestra and emceeing the’ show, 
Arnheim takes a turn at the piano 
to rattle off a few bars, 
of his own compositions as 
‘Sweet and Lovely,’ ‘I Cried For 
You’ and ‘I Surrender, Dear.’ Floor 


extreme 


Night Club Reviews 


a ( ontinued from page 44 


recently | 
spotted here, this orchestra eschews | 
| the 
| comparatively 


including | 











(she was a little below her own par 
when caught at the opening. 


| The band’s Roseanne Stevens, 
vocalist, looks, sings and acts like 
the original jitterbug. Her songs 


got nice response and she fo!lows 
through with a hot jam session with 
|; one of the boys in the band to click 
strongly. 
| Dolores Gay, blonde looker with 
a nice chassis, billed as ‘The World's 
| Fastest Tap Dancer,’ beats a rapid 
| tatoo with her feet to get plenty of 
palm pounding from the customers. 
Her routines, however, are too simi- 
lar. 

Better on the torrid Latin selec- 
| tions than on the dreamy pieces are 
| dance team Betty and Freddy Rob- 


|erts. Especially noteworthy is the 


, "EC ¢ ‘race | ’ ; ° ° r 
|show adheres to the usual Terrace | femme’s illusion of dancing without 


| vocalists. 


formula—a topnotch dance team and 

Matharine Joyce, the 
band’s youthful singer, handles her 
pop numbers acceptably and Andy 
Russell and ‘Mac’ Stone, drummer 
and trumpeter, respectively, step 
down from the platform for some 
warbling which evokes a satisfac- 
tory response. Russell devotes him- 


,self to romantic ballads while Stone 


takes a, fling at comedy numbers, 
which constitute the band’s sole rib- 
tickling efforts. 

A highly attractive couple whose 
voices blend nicely, Marshall and 
Shields do a good sales job on 
‘Show Boat’ medley, ‘I’m Falling In 
Love with Someone’ and ‘Donkey 


| Serenade,’ the pair’s charm, as well 


as their vocalizing, helping to put! 


over these genteel numbers even at 
a late hour, when lively swing 
might have seemed more sure fire. 

Theodore and Denesha, Latin-type 
dancers, -work fast and effectively, 


| putting plenty of zip into the pro- 


box yesterday (Tuesday) revealed g3909.000, $1 par value. 
that its projected merger with the Beekman, Bogue, Stephens & Black 
New York Post is cold. Box, headed are the attorneys. 
‘An End to Rumors,’ read: eas 
For some weeks there have | LITERATI OBITS 
4 Tumors é roposec 
peg an | Gordon Mackay, 63, former sports 
Daily Eagle and the New York | editor of the Philadelphia Record, 
Post. Some of the stories had | died Friday night (14) at the Tren- 
some somite in fact; others were Sia hospital, Trenton, N. J., after an 
quite fanciful, ea, 3 sci a 
There has been a consideration | aliness of 18 months. — = 
of the possibilities of such a | mations best-known sports writers, 
merger between George Backer, | his career covered 45 years on news- 
Publisher of the Post, and my- | Papers in all parts of the country. 
self. We have definitely come to |He broke in with the Boston Post 
the conclusion that to put the and successively worked on the Bos- 
two papers together would not ton _American, Christian Science 
be journalistically sound. The | Monitor, Philadelphia Press, In- 
idea has been abandoned. | quirer and Record. His last job was 
The Brooklyn Daily Eagle will | 48 columnist for the Camden (N. J.) 
strive to continue to improve Courier-Post. He covered Pershing’s 
upon its service to this com- Mexican expedition and interviewed 
munity, and to this community Peary on his return from the North | 
alone. Pole. He was buried yesterday 
Frank D. Schroth, (Tuesday) in Camden. 
Publisher, Odell Hauser, 54, Philadelphia 
newspaperman, died last Monday in 
80G Lost on Stage Mag a hospital in that city. Born in New 
Stage magazine, folding after | York, he served as assistant drama 
: | critic on the New York Times, was 
publishing four {fssues, has run editor-in-chief of the Norristown 
through $80,000, publisher Alex- (Pa.) Times Herald and _ political 
ander Ince said yesterday (Tues- | editor of the Philadelphia Press and | 
: . : : | Public Ledger. Up to his illness he 
day). Coin was provided by a num- 


ber of European picture and finan- 
cial friends of Ince (he’s Hungarian, 
name originally Incze Sandor). Gil- | 
bert Miller and his father-in-law, 


Jules Bache, are also said to have | 


been interested along with William 
Rhinelander Stewart, who was presi- 
dent of the publishing company. 


Money, Ince declared, went into 
preparation of plans for the mag be- 


fore it was published, and later into | 


It 
ad- 


production costs and promotion. 
carried a moderate amount of 
vertising for a new publication. Ince 


‘financial reorganization,’ possibly in 


May, but probably not until next 


| This was the second version of 
Stage to fold, the original dropping 
{out of the picture some years ago. 





Fingerprint D. C. Newsmen 
Washington’s correspondents got a 
| taste of wartime regulations when 
scores of reporters were herded into 

a basement of the White House and 

5) by the FBI. When the newsmen 
| the Bureau increased the number of 
employees taking the identification 
| est about being fingerprinted that 

unless they were willing to submit 

they would not be allowed into the 

War or Navy Department offices. 

Restrictions had been on for weeks 
in these departments, but reporters 
were allowed to interview officers 
| with White House cards when accom- 
panied by a guard. 


Windsor (Ontario) Common Council | 


{n a resolution passed last week. The | 


Council wired to the Dominion Gov- 
ernment urging that the circulation 
and sale of the Post throughout 
Canada be banned at once. 
Controller Cyril Cooper, in pre- 
senting the resolution, passed unani- 
mously by the Council, charged that 
‘anti-British’ material constantly was 
appearing in the magazine. ‘The 
continual presentation of such de- 
structive material is an affront to 


every true Britisher and a potential | 


danger to public morale,’ he de- 
elared. 

Aldermin J, A. Kennedy also asked 
that the Detroit Free Press be added 
to the resolution, but Cooper de- 
clared he wasn’t familiar with the 
newspaper, which has a wide circu- 
lation in the Windsor area. Kennedy 
said, ‘The Free Press is worse than 
the Post because it comes out 
oftener.’ 





PM Alumni Siarts U. S. Week 


U. S. Week is the name of a new | 


to be 
starting 


aational weekly newspaper 
published in Milwaukee, 


about April 1, with Doris 


Berger | 


een ee ene 


‘Sodom By the Sea’ 
| ‘Sodom By the Sea,’ the saga of 
Coney Island, will be published by 

Doubleday-Doran this summer. It’s 
| by Oliver Pilat, of the N.Y. Post, and 
Jo Ranson, radio editor of the Brook- 
| lyn Eagle. 

It’s the most complete story of the 
amusement area which holds the 
record of having grossed more from 
| pleasure-seekers than all other 
|} amusement parks the world over 
bunched together. 

‘Coney Island,’ a novel by Homer 
Croy, written some eight years ago, 
eliminated usage of that title. 
| Ranson’s work is a factual ntstory. 


$500,000 Libel Suit 

Angelica Balabanoff, wd claims 
{she is an ‘internationally known 
Socialist and author,’ has filed suit 
against Macfadden Publications, Inc., 
Fulton Oursler, editor, and Frederick 
L. Collins, author, claiming she was 
libeled in the October, 1940, issue of 
Liberty. It was intimated piaintiff 
had borne Mussolini a child, story 
| having been written by Collins 
Damages of $500,000 are sought 








| Press, 


Pilat- | 


| was assistant in charge of public re- 


lations of the Philadelphia Electric 


| Co. 


William S. Allen, 62, telegraph 


leditor of the Fitchburg (Mass.) Sen- 


tinel and formerly connected with 
the Boston bureau of the Associated 

died Feb. 15 in Fitchburg. 
Bart B. Howard, 69, 
writer for the St. Louis Post-Dis- 
patch and last year’s Pulitizer prize 
|winner for distinguished editorial 
' writing, died of a attack Feb. 
a St. Louis 


heart 


112 at his apartment in 
| hotel. 

Frederick A. Kaufmann, business 
manager of the Jersey Observer, a 
' Hoboken (N. J.) daily, died of a 


| 
| 


ceedings. To an applause accom- 
paniment from the guests, they per- 
form difficult adagio feats and 
breath-taking acrobatic lifts and 
spins. A fast conga with plenty of 
twirls is a stahdout. 

Virginia Sanford is a character 
reader and the Murray Dancers il- 
lustrate and teach the newest steps. 

Rees. 


BEACHCOMBER 


(CROWN HOTEL, 





Providence, R.1., Feb. 9. 
Chico Simone’s band (8), John 
Gonzales, Luis Torres Dancers (4), 
Gloria Belmonte, The Continentals 


| (3). 


editorial | 


heart attack Feb. 12 while working | 


at his desk in the Observer office. 
For 41 years he had been an em- 
ployee of the paper. 

John A. Holden, 85, one of the 


founders of the Bookseller’s League 
|and retired business manager of the 
R. R. Bowker Co., publishers of the 


Publisher’s Weekly and the Library | 


Journal, died Feb. 12 of pneumonia 
at his home in Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
Howard R. Bangs, 50, veteran 
newspaperman and editor of the old 
York (Me.) Transcript, died Feb. 11 
in York Village, Me., after a year’s 
| illness. He was a son of the late 
humorist, John Kendrick Bangs. 
Troy I. Jones, 54, conductor of a 
eral North Carolina newspapers, died 
at Silas Creek, N. C., recently. 
Maj. 59, 


Bruce Craven, former 


editor of the Winston-Salem (N. C.)| 


Journal, died Jan. 25 of a heart ail- 
ment, 

Charles R. Kendall, 72, 
worked for the Greensboro (N. C.) 
Record before going to Florida to 


operate the New Smyrna _ (Fla.) 
Breeze and the Palm Beach (Fla.) 
Tropical Sun, died Feb. 3 at Greens- | 
boro, N. C. 

CHATTER 


Coward-McCann, Inc., has been 
chartered to conduct a printing-pub- 
licity business in New York. 





mag. 


Marie Sale completing revisions on | 


a biography of her late husband, 
vaudeville and film comedian ‘Chic’ 
Sale, whose ‘The Specialist’ became 
a humorous ¢lassic. Title for the 
| hasn’t been selected. 


| 
\ 


| Ben Robertson, English corre-— 
spondent for”~PM who last month 
signed a contract with Alfred A. 


| Knopf for publication of a book on 
his observations in wartime Britain, 


| humor column that appeared in sev- | 


who} 


book | 


has just delivered manuscript to the} 
| 


publisher, title ‘I Saw England.’ 


Since Ruby Foo took over the 
Beachcomber, spot has been kept 
essentially the same and is still get- 
ting a heavy play. 


Chico Simone and his conga- 
rhumba band has held over sincé 


the opening and is set for some time. 
Their rendition of Latin tunes has 
struck the fancy of local devotees. 
Simone plays a fair accordion, doub- 
ling from baton wielding. His singer, 
John Gonzales, vocalizes ‘Havana for 
a Night” only so-so. 


Luis Torres’ congarhumba dancers 
| (4) 


present the usual hip-wiggling 
specialties of the Latins, but show 
little new in the routine. Gloria 
Belmonte, pint-size in comparison 
with other members of the troupe, 
packs plenty of personality in her 
presentation of a Spanish peasant 
dance. Her work with the castanets 
is also good. 

Bill Morton, local boy and assistant 
manager, does a straight m.c. The 
Continentals fill in during the 
Simone crew’s breather. 

Spot has also incorporated several 
special features, among them Friday 
| Celebrity Nights, at which visiting 
| members of stage and radio 
; may be in town drop in and take 
part in the show. 
afternoon swing session is also gain- 
| ing quite a following.— Malo. 


BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 


} 


| New Orleans, Feb. 138. 
Ozzie Nelson Orch, Harriet Hil- 


liard, Roseanne Stevens. Dolores Gay, 


Betty and Freddy Roberts, The 
| Three Ryans. 
| Ozzie Nelson and crew fit nicely 


|in this swank nitery where the cus- 
;tomers are as concerned over the 
| quality of their music as the food 
and drinks. It was a three-fold Val- 
entine Nelson presented to this full 


| house—his pretty wife, Harriet, an | 


| aggregation of neat-looking musi- 


Thelma Strabel, whose ‘Reap the cians for the femmes and a rever- | 
Wild Wind’ was one of last season's | toire of swing and sweet tunes 
best-selling novels, has returned to| the band played with equal ease. 
'New York from Florida and is at, /2¢ boys had little trouble keeping 
work on a new serial for American | 


the dance floor crowded. 


| and versatile, mixing Latin melodies 
with sweet stuff and orthodox swing 
numbers. Nelson batons the show 
nicely. The layout, while modest in 
quantity, makes up for any de- 
ficiency in this respect by being 
high in entertainment. 

Miss Hilliard, looking trim and 
pretty in a powder-blue evening 
gown, opens with a novelty ditty 
with her husband {tn which she 
pledges her allegiance to the band. 
and follows up with ‘I Ain’t Got 
Nobody’ and ‘My Heart Belongs to 
Daddy.” However, while above the 
average of the usual nitery warbler, 


PROVIDENCE) | 


A regular Sunday | 


which | 


Orch on the whole ts well balanced | 


|her feet once touching the floor. 
'Team got big hand. 

The slapstick antics and acrobatics 
| of the Three Ryans netted plenty of 
laughs, but jokes were feeble. 
| Maestro and aggregation lend a 
| fitting climax to the show with a 
| novelty number in which they step 

into the role of a jukebox, respond- 

| ing to the requests of all types—the 
| jitterbug, the old maid, the drunk, 
the sentimental soul-—and close with 
‘God Bless America,’ for the patriot, 
to get big response. 

Band provides excellent back- 

ground for acts in addition to play- 
ing well for hoofing. Liuzza. 

















Supervises AGVA 


Continued from page 43=————' 





and one of the Griffin brothers op- 
erating the N. Y. Inquirer, Sunday 


|paper, has been a member of 
AGVA’s national board virtually 


‘since the union’s formation a yeur 
and a half ago. He is sitting as 
temporary adminstrative head in 
| place of Barto and Haddock without 
salary. He also takes Haddock’'s 
place as AGVA's rep at Theatre Au- 
thority, the Four A’s and the Central 
Trades and Labor Council. 

While it will be up to a national 
board, picked in the coming election, 
to appoint a permanent executive 
secretary, it’s possible the joint ad- 
ministrative board will choose a 
temporary executive secretary to fill 
in for the time being. Those on the 
| administrative board from the Four 
A's are Jean Greenfield, chairman 
of the Four A’s; Ruth Richmond, 
Chorus Equity; Walter Greaza, Ac- 
tors Equity; Florence S. Marston, 
eastern representative the Screen 
Actors Guild and Emily Holt, of the 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 
tists. Griffin, Joe Smith (and Dale), 
Dave Fox, Hal Sherman, Prof. Maiji. 
Bob Edwards, Alan Corelli and 
| others are sitting in for AGVA. 

Following the meeting at the Four 
A’s last Thursday (13), Frank Gill- 
more, president of the parent body, 
issued a statement regarding AGVA, 
which read in part: 

‘The Four A's is deeply concerned 
with the confusion and differences of 
opinion in AGVA of recent months, 
and its desire for the continued suc- 
'cesful operation of AGVA and its 
intention to afford full and hearty 


af 
UO-s 


cooperation with the AGVA mem- 
bership is evidenced by the com- 
mittee which will administer 
AGVA's affairs in the interim 
period.’ 


who | 


Variety Actors Betterment 


Meanwhile, still another element 
injected itself into AGVA affairs. 
| An organization called the Variety 
| Actors Betterment Campaign Com- 
| mittee, evidently headed by Murray 
| Lane, sent out a statement signed by 
| Lane which reads: 

‘The executive board of the 
| Variety Actors Betterment Campaign 


Committee (which represents 4,500 
performers in the vaudeville and 
|night club field) today (Friday) 


| voted the following statement on the 
situation confronting the American 
Guild of Variety Artists following 
Hoyt Haddock’s discharge as execu- 
tive secretary: 

‘We demand that the new AGVA 
; executive secretary be elected by a 


|national vote of the entire member- 
ship instead of being appointed by 
the National Board with the ap- 
proval of the Associated Actors and 
| Artistes of America as were the past 
| four AGVA secretaries; 
‘We demand that elections of the 
|New York AGVA local be held on 
the grounds that the elections last 
| year lacked a quorum and included 
challenged votes and miscounts; 

‘We demand that the AGVA be 
| given true autonomy, as are the 
other branches of the Four A’s, with 
ithe AGVA run by American Actors 
‘for American Actors.’ 

Lane, working in concert with Lou 
| Taylor and Sid Williams, is alleged 
to be part of a faction said to desire 
the return of Ralph Whitehead to 
‘vaude-nitery unionism. 
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Broadway 


Sam McKee ailing again. 

Wally Downey in U.S., back from 
Rio de Janeiro. 

Moss Hart returning from Palm 
Beach this week. 

John Fearnley, legit actor, to Coast 
for month’s vacation. 

Fllin and Irving Berlin to Miami 
Beach on a holiday. 

Dick Maney being bioged in N.Y. 
Times by Jack Gould. 


Jack Kapp, Decca Records prez, 
becoming quite an antique collector, 


John Golden and Walter Vincent 
join showmen vacationing in Florida. 


John Kershaw, said to have been 
a valet to David Belasco, died last 
Saturday. 

Ben Miggins, 20th-Fox European 
manager, back from brief vacation 
in Florida. 

Harry M. Goetz to the Coast at the 
end of the month on combo vacation- 
business trip. 

Annual dinner-dance of Colum- 
bians, h.o, Col club, at the Waldorf 
Saturday (22). 

Dr. Emanuel Stern, company phy- 
gician for Paramount, laid up in 
French hospital. 

Benjamin Glaser, Metro scrivener, 
returning to the Coast after week 
©.0.ing New York. 

Joe Shea has joined the public re- 
lations department of the film divi- 
sion of General Motors. 

Helen Hoerle agenting ‘Fantasia’ 
in Pittsburgh; William H. Chamber- 
lain, company manager. 

A. G. Rudd, manager for Newsree] 
Theatres and assistant to W. French 
Githens, prez, bedded by flu. 

Russell Holman, Paramount's east- 
ern production rep, down with the 
grippe for several days last week. 

Philip Faversham has joined the 
American-English ambulance drivers 
corps, sailing for South Africa soon. 

Ed Fishman (William Morris 
agency) to the Coast this week to 
headquarter there, supervising bands, 

Though back on the job, Sam 
Dembow, Jr., won't be able to throw 
away the crutches for several weeks. 

Austin 
counsel, who was downed by the flu 
for two weeks, recuperating in Flor- 
ida. 

Emil Velazco, the organist, resi- 
dent of Woodside, L. I,, in volun- 
tary bankruptcy. Owes $6,306; no 
assets. 

Lou Pollock, Universal eastern ad- 

ublicity director, vacationing in 

lorida, scheduled to return to N. Y. 
Feb. 24. 

Bill Scully, Universal sales Chief, 
left for Miami Friday (14) for two- 
week vacash following Chicago con- 
vention. 





Harry (Feist) Link back from 
Coast last week, and under the 
weather. 


William Grady, Coast talent head, 
in town, seeking a Spanish dance 
team for Metro’s filmization of ‘Pan- 
ama Hattie.’ 

Lily Pons to Miami Beach for 
month’s rest. Husband Andre Kos- 
telanetz commuting by plane four 
days a week. 

Radio City bowling alleys get a 
big pix exec furnout Saturday after- 
noon. David Loew and Jake Mil- 
stein unofficial champs. 

All the wacky gags have become 
‘psycho-analysis’ quips 
1941 switch since the click of Moss 
Hart’s ‘Lady in the Dark.’ 

Sam H. Harris 


each Feb. 24, for which many acts 
are going there from N.Y. 

Lynn Farnol returned Monday 
(17) from Hollywood confabs. He’s 
opening freelance publicity offices 
with Sam Goldwyn as first client. 

Jack Miles, prez of Western The- 
atre and Allied Theatre circuits in 
Winnipeg, was in New York over 
the weekend on his way to Florida. 

Martha Sleeper, legit-film actress 
married last week to Harry Dresser 
Deutschbein, told friends she is 
permanently retiring from show biz. 

Major Frederick L. Herron, head 
of Hays office foreign department, 
back to office for a few hours late 


ong week after being downed by 
u. 
Sonny Werblin, MCA v.p.. back 


in harness, after seven months’ en- 
forced inactivity through illness, is 
limiting his nocturnal schedule of 
rounds. 

Carol Bruce's work in ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ got intensive 0.0. from 
Universal producer Bruce Manning, 
while east, as U has songstress under 
contract. 

Bob (Mirror) Coleman banged into 
an open desk drawer and reopened 
old war 


openings, 

Ira Genet, Warner Bros. shorts di- 
rector, and his wife, Georgette Car- 
neal, have co-authored a play. Lat- 
ter east to huddle on a Broadway 
Production. 


Doris Sanders, former sec in RKO 
Oast 


ae in eastern publicity depart- 
ment due to illness of her father in 
New York. 


Wife of Joey Jacobson, operator 
of the Chez Paree, ‘oot on 
the mend following an operation at 
St. Luke’s hospital, N.Y., recently. 
Hubby’s close by. 

Charlie Adler’s son, Edwin, 22, 


C. Keough, Par’s general | 


now—the | 


chairmaning big | 
- for British War Relief in Palm | 


wounds, causing him to! 
hobble around to cover the legit | 


production offices, temporarily | 


Army. Adler (Yacht Club Boys) 

now owns The Tavern with George 

Kelly, also formerly of the act. 
Alan Collins, chief of the Curtis 


yesterday (Tuesday) from two 
weeks’ special training in New York 
with the U. S. Naval Reserve. 
Pan-American Press Club. recently 
organized with Maria M. Garrett. of 
| Warner Bros. foreign publicity staff, 
| president, holds its first inaugural 
| ball at the Ritz-Carlton Feb. 24. 
Cynda Glenn to Miami, opening at 
the Olympia and probably also into 
|a local or Havana nitery. This 
| forced setting back a commitment 
| at the Versailles, N. Y., until next 
month. 





Humphrey Doulens, just back from | 


|southern tour with Lily Pons, for 


to handle Nelson Eddy’s concert 
dates through the south for three 
weeks, 

Julian Eltinge will be feted Thurs- 
day night (20) at Billy Rose’s Dia- 
mond Horseshoe, where he has been 
appearing for the past 10 months, in 
commemoration 
versary in the theatre; 

Arnold Grass and L. C. Pani, 
brother of Joe Pani, who had the 
Petroleum Bldg. restaurant at the 
Fair, have their own Cafe Arnold in 


bus Circle. 


Gabriel Pascal had tea at the 
White House last week wifh Mrs. 
Roosevelt and sent print of his Brit- 
ish-made ‘Major Barbara’ to Wash- 
ington for a screening for the Presi- 


dent on Sunday (16). 

Alexander Korda due Friday (21) 
with a print of ‘That Hamilton 
Woman.’ 


rep, who has been vacationing fol- 
lowing Coast huddles, will be back 
tomorrow (Thursday). 

Msgr. Fulton Shean’s 
plug for Walter Winchell’s ‘Broad- 
way Alien’ (‘Distaff Side’) column 
has inspired film bids from Warners 
and Universal for screen rights to 
that particular column. 


cause of his tonight’s (Wed.) radio 
guest-shot with Fred Allen. The 


_ maestro of Nova Scotia and herring 
|got a terrific workout from the 
Broadwayites. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 
Jascha Heifetz here for concert. 


RKO sales staff to Chicago for 
meeting. 


University of Minnesota Playhouse 

| offering ‘Lilliom.’ 

| Eddie Stoller, United 

| booker, engaged to wed. 

| ‘DuBarry Was Lady’ tentatively set 

| for Lyceum next month. 

| Mother of Gordie Greene, veteran 

| theatre manager, passed away. 
Annual Sportsmen’s show sched- 

uled for Auditorium in April. 

| Bennie Berger, independent circuit 

owner, back from Florida and Cuba 

| jaunt. 

| Ben Friedman, independent circuit 

owner, spending few weeks at Hot 

Springs. 
| Abe Kaplan, independent circuit 
| owner, around again following minor 
operation. 

Morrie Abrams, M-G exploiteer 
| for many years, on Welworth circuit 
| assignment. 

Willard Greenleaf, Devils Lake, 
N. D., showman, in Rochester, Minn., 
for Mayo clinic checkup. 

John J. Friedl, Minnesota Amuse- 
|ment company president, back from 

month’s vacation at Miami. 
| J. L. Stern, independent film dis- 
tributor, bought Mohawk theatre, 
St. Paul, from Charles Christian. 

Harry Hirsch and Harry Katz, re- 

opening Alvin with stock burlesque 
|Feb. 28, have Ann Corio as initial 
guest star. 

Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ at Or- 
heum presented Mayor George E. 
peers with orange tree shipped here 
from California. 





Artists’ 


Warren Branton resigned from 
National Screen to replace Harold 
Lyons on 20th-Fox sales’ staff, latter 


being transferred to Des Moines. 
Bill Scholl, RKO exploiteer, trans- 


ferred to eastern central district at 
Cleveland and will be succeeded 
here by Eddie Rivers from the 
| Coast. 

| Shriners’ annual winter indoor 


circus at Auditorium March 3-8 to be 
topped by Terrell Jacobs, with his 


|trained lions and tigers, and Zac- 
|chini, Ruman cannonball. 

| Roy Pearce, Fox theatres’ city 
| 


manager, up from Milwaukee to 
catch Carroll's ‘Vanities’ at Orpheum 
‘here prior to show’s engagement at 
| Wisconsin theatre in his town. 

| Susanna Foster and Dolly Loehr, 
from ‘Hardboiled Canary’ film. here 
!for invitation preview at which Dr. 
|T. P. Giddings, local schools’ music 
| director for 30 years, was honored 
uest. Latter was co-founder of 
Michigan young people’s camp, -pic- 
ture’s locale. 

Clyde McCoy’s trumpet will be 
|pitted against Louis Armstrong’s 
‘here next week when the McCoy 
and Armstrong bands oppose each 
other at the Orpheum and Minne- 
sota, respectively. ‘International 
| Revue’ follows Clyde McCoy’s band 


Row a student flyer with the U.S.| into Orpheum week after next. 


| 


Brown agency, returned to his desk | 


Columbia Concerts, left Monday (17) | 


Paris 


Legit doing much better at b.o. in 
Paris than filmers because people 
not interested in old films or Ger- 
man productions, and Yankee picts 
cannot be had. , 

Gaby Morlay, Francoise Rosay, 
Jean Marsac, Pascal, Jean Pierre Au- 
mont, Jean Wall, Assia, Fernandel, 
Josephine Baker successfully tour- 
ing free zone in legit and revues. 
French paper says Danielle Dar- 
rieux may soon follow compatriots 
Charles Boyer, Rene Clair, Julien 
Duvivier and Michele Morgan to 
Hollywood. Article says Mlle. Dar- 





|rieux finally accepted tempting of- 
fer made by one of the Yank com- | 


panies, 
New French picts released in Paris 
—first since Armistice: ‘Campement 


| 13,’ megged by Jacques Constant, at 


of his 35th anni- | 


the Aubert Palace: ‘Monsieur Hec- 
tor,’ with Fernandel, at the Max 
Linder; ‘Le Grand Elan,’ megged by 


Christian Jaque, at the Olympia; ‘Le , 


Paradis Perdu’ (‘Lost Paradise’), di- 
rected by Abel Gance, with Fer- 


|nand Gravet and Micheline Gravey, 


the new building project at Colum- | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


broadcast | Lilian Goldwin, 
| Verger and Ballet Arno. 


at the Marivaux; ‘Becassine,’ at the | 


Paramount. Old film to make reap- 
pearance; ‘Angelica,’ with Viviane 
Romance and Georges Flamant at 
the Gaumont Palace. 





Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





Show world getting set for carni- | 


Val season. 
Mark 150th showing of: ‘Depart- 


Steve Pallos, his eastern Manto de Senoritas’ (‘Apartment for 


Girls’), by Juan F. Moreno Rojas, at 
the Comedia. 

Featured in new show at the Tab- 
a-Ris are Anita del Rio, Marianna, 
Les Scotti, Dolly 


Special 
Nacional 


performance at Teatro 
of Samuel Ejichelbaum’s 


,‘Un Guapo del 900’ (‘The Valiant of 


Lindy was ribbed all last week as, 
being a stage-struck restaurateur be- | 





| Sipuedes; 


the 900’), which won the Comision 
Nacional de Cultura prize. 

Big turnout at session honoring 
third anniversary of the death of 
Enrique Garcia Velloso, playwright, 
first president and long active in the 


Casa del Teatro (House of the The- 


atre), showfolk organization. 

Ulises Peit de Murat and Homero 
Manzi, writers adapting ‘Tierra en 
Armas’ (‘Land in Arms’) for screen, 
off to Salta to get additional color 
and background from author Juan 
Carlos Davalos. Mario Soffici will 
direct pic for Pampa. 

Vacationers include Nora Cullen 
at Dolores; Carmen Valdes in Sal- 
Mercedes Simone in 


| Montevideo; Ada Falcon in Mar del 


| Pedro; 


Plata; Berta Singerman in San 
Inez Murray in Punte del 
Este and Iris Marga at Pocitis. 
Pampa signed Hector Coire and 
young actress, Toti Munoz, on two- 
year exclusive pacts. Jose Olarra, 


| announced by Pampa for ‘Yo Quiero 


jobs. 


Moria Contigo’ (I Want to Die with 
You’), by Enrique Amorim and Ro- 
man Gomez Masia. Other leads in- 
clude Angel Magana and Elisa Galde. 

Luis Aldas, Argentina actor for 10 
years in the States, signed by Sono- 
film for lead in ‘La Casa de Los 
Cuervos’ (‘House of the Crows’). 
Cast for period piece, to be shot at 
San Isidro Studios, includes Amelia 
Bence, Miguel Gomez Bao, Elsa 
O’Connor, Vilma Vidal and Elisardo 
Santalla. 

Current in downtown B.A.: ‘Tom 
Brown's School Days’ and ‘Stranger 
on the Third Floor,’ at the Rex; 
‘Ecstasy’ at the Paramount; ‘Mutiny 
on the Bounty’ (revival) at the 
Ideal; ‘Sea Hawk’ at the Suipacha; 
‘Howards of Virginia’ at the Opera; 
‘Night at Earl Carroll’s’ at the Nor- 
mandie’ ‘We Who Are Young’ at the 
Ambassador. 

Baires Films, new producing outfit 
headed by Antonio~-Botano, owner 
of Critica, announces formation of 
distributing organization known as 
Baires Almar. Partners include 
Lauraret and Cavallo, owners of the 
Rex, Ambassador,. Broadway and 
other major houses, and setup will 
give Baires best distribution of any 
local company. Expect to. start 
shooting first pic in March at Don 
Toruato studios. 

EFA angling for’ Luis 
big-budgeted pic. Contract with 
Lumiton doesn’t prevent outside 
Arata and company now at the 
18 de Julio (18th of July) theatre in 


Arata for 


Montevideo. Opened there with 
‘Nola Quiero Ni Me Importa’ (I 
Don’t Love Her and She Doesn't 
Matter’), comedy by Darthes and 
Damel, and now doing three-act 
farce, ‘Se Caso Luigin Trombetta’ 


| (‘Luigin Trombetta Got Married’). 


| 





\ 





St. Louis 
By Sam X. Hurst 


Talker houses in Vandalia, Il... 
hard hit by epidemic of scarlet fever 
that has closed four grade schools. 

Dorothy Thompson to personal be- 
fore League of Women Voters in Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium Wednesday (26). 

Frederick Jagel, Met Opera tenor, 
drew an SRO crowd to Howard Hall, 
Principia College, in his first per- 
sonal] here. 

Elizabeth Bona, mother of Lester 
Bona of the Warner saies organiza- 
tion, died last week. Her husband 
died two weeks before. 

Clara Rockmore, virtuoso therem- 





. J 


| inist, will assist at Paul Robeson’s | 


| recital in opera house of municipal 
| auditorium. Entertainment,  Inc., 
headed by Paul Beisman, is spon- 
soring. 

Maxine Kippel, 17-year-old violin- 
ist, daughter of Sam Kippel, formerly 
in the first violin section of the St. 
Louis symph orch, scored as soloist 
with local symph orch’s fourth stu- 
dent concert. Viadimir Golschmann 
conducted. 

Charles ‘Gabby’ Street, former St. 
Louis Cardinals manager and 
rently a sports gabber for a local 
suds concocter, sporting a shiner as 
the result of stopping a_ baseball 
tossed by a mechanical pitcher at 
the Southwest Sportsmen's Show. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


C. C. Kellenberg, of 20th-Fox. off 
for Florida vacation; ditto Art Eng- 
land. 


Pitt Players will close their season 


next month with Clifford Odets’ 
| ‘Golden Boy.’ 
Helen Hayes-Maurice Evans 


| ‘Twelfth Night’ due at Nixon first 

| week in April. 

| Mary Lou Savage will be home 
next week with the ‘Folies Bergere’ 

l unit at Stanley. 

Local Ohio State alumni plotting 
| theatre party during ‘Male Animal’s’ 
| engagement here. 
| Walter Appler coming back from 
|New York to play lead in ‘Morning 
lat Seven’ at Playhouse. 

Gertrude Bromberg in ahead of 

|‘Male Animal,’ and Helen Hoerle also 

here drumbeating ‘Fantasia.’ 
Variety Club tossed a party and 

'buffet supper for entire touring 

| ‘Hellzapoppin’ cast last week. 

Nick Lucas had laryngitis and 

| couldn’t sing a note during his entire 

| first week at the Villa Madrid. 

| Elizabeth North has resigned as 





Playhouse’s p.a. on account of illness | 


and replaced by J. English Smith. 
Milton Golden, assistant manager 
, Squirrel Hill theatre, leaving soon 


to become a cadet pilot in U. S.| 


Army. 
Jeanette MacDonald coming in 
Monday (24) for concert she had to 


postpone on account of iliness last | 


month. 
The C. J. Lattas will be grand- 


parents in July. Their daughter, 
| Peggy (Mrs. Bill Deibold), is ex- 
pecting. 


Jimmy Totman back on fhe job in 
WB publicity office after an opera- 
tion which put him out of action for 
two weeks. 

Buck Stoner, new M-G exchange 
manager, went back to Cleveland for 
one night to attend testimonial din- 
ner in his honor. 


“New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





ing hereabouts. 

Next Yale production 
| Orchard,’ due in March. 
' Ruth and Paul will joint-recital at 
the Shubert next month. 

Lotte Lehmann and Lauritz Mel- 
| chior in for Woolsey Hall concert. 
Par manager Lew Schaefer’s boy, 
Bob, among town’s latest draftees. 
Morris Joseph feted on retirement 
as Universal branch manager here. 
Poyle Frijsh a click in Sprague 
Hall concert for Yale Music School. 
Firemen’s benefit to bring in 14 


is ‘Cherry 


2 


Savin Rock’s Club Continental had | 


a visit from gendarmes on 
count. 

Oliver Bishop named manager of 
local office of film Arbitration Asso- 
ciation. 

Stirling Hayden hopped in for a 
single personal appearance at Par- 
amount. 

Lincoln has switched from foreign 


liquor 


films to first-run domestic policy tem- 


porarily. 

Albert Lewin in for chinfest at 
Yale drama schoo) as guest of Prof. 
Allerdyce Nicoll. 

Yale Dramat will do an original 
musical, ‘The Waterbury Tales,’ for 
Junior Prom play next month. 


Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 


Cantinflas, tramp comedian, head- 
ing his own company on tour, 

Ramon Pereda readying his first 
pic of the year after a long layoff. 

Otto Amsden, American pianist, 
giving recitals at the Palace of Fine 
| Arts (National theatre). 

Arturo de Cordoba, film player, to 
| Hollywood questing contracts after 
|personaling in some Latin theatres 
| of the U.S. Southwest. 

Joe Fustemberg, owner of the Fol- 
|lies Bergere, local revue house, 
booked a French vaude unit while 


vacationing in Vera Cruz. Unit is to 
open here in March. 

Pic Producer Miguel Contreras 
Torres back from his biz tour of 


He’s the first of 
Mexican pic makers to go 


Central America. 
several 


after more Latin American trade in) 


person. 
Chano Urueta, pie producer, to the 
Laguna district, Mexico’s greatest 


cotton belt, to ready a film dealing. 


with the unfortunate agrarian ex- 
periment the Cardenas government 
made there. 


cure | 


Ben Cohen, back from India, visit- | 


acts of big-time vaude to Arena Feb. | 
27 


Hollywood 


Harry Arthur here from St. Louis. 


Ogden Nash to Baltimore on. vaca- 
tion. 
Dinah Shore being tested at 20th- 


Fox. 
Cary Grant planning three months’ 
vacash. 


Gs 


ne Autry siestaing in northern 
California. 
Dona!d Novis opens p.a. tour at 
Miami? Feb. 20. 
Gerirude Niesen back ter five 


weeks p.a. in the east. 
Glenn Ford back at Columbia after 
month’s personal tour. 
Lynn Bari hb to 
| month’s siege of flu. 
Sergei Rachma:iinoff called on Al- 
fred Hitchcock at RKO. 
| Dorothy Lamour shoves off this 
| week for a Mexican vacation. 
| Edward G. Robinson back. from a 
| looksee at the plays on Broadway. 
|! Arnold Gurther in town lining up 
i talent for Elitch Gardens in Denver. 


work after a 


Arch Selwyn recovering from a 
‘broken knee cap suffered in auto 
| crash. 
| Richard De Mille, C. B.’s_ son, 


makes his acting debut in his father’s 
' next picture. 

Gracie rields planed to Denver to 
| open third series of concerts for Brit- 
|ish War Relief. 

| Dick Pritchard, manager of Am- 
| bassador [¥otel theatre, recovering 
| from appendectomy. 

| Richard Terry replaced Eddie 
, Laughton, who is ill, in the cast of 
| ‘Under Age’ at Columbia. 

| Frank Donovan aired in from New 
York for weekend conferences on his 
| Pathe series, ‘Picture People.’ 

| Warner Club tossed its seventh an- 
nual party, with 1,200 workers and 
| their guests, at the Biltmore Bowi. 

| Globe Productions (James Roose- 
| velt outfit) celebrated first annivere 
| sary with a dinner on the Pathe lot, 


, Otto Gluck, Viennese producer, 
| filed $13,000 breach of contract suit 
against Jan Kiepura and Marta Eg- 
gerth here. 

Robert Porterfield, who founded the 
| Barter theatre at Abingdon, Va., has 
been given a part in ‘Sergeant York’ 
|} at Warners. 

Howard Benedict and Leslie Good- 
wins home from Fort Benning, Ga., 
where they lined up data on ‘Para- 
chute Battalion.’ 
| Gregg Toland hopped off for a 
Mexican vacation, leaving Al Gilka 
to shoot retakes on ‘The Outlaws’ for 

Howard Hughes. 
| Charlie Chaplin, W. C. Fields and 
B. P. Schulberg Studios will fight 
income tax claims of Government in 
the court this week. 

Norman Manning checks out of 
| Warners’ flackery in two weeks to 
start his third season as manager of 
Hollywood Park Turf Club. 

Dave Rubinoff took time out to 
submit idea for a musical film to one 
|of the major studios, flying in from 
| Kansas City and returning next day. 
Charles Coburn defended his claim 
that the amateur theatre has failed 
| to contribute any outstanding names 
to the profession in a talk before the 
| University of Washington Theatre 
| Conference at Seattle. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 








Hoyts extending loop in the Mel- 
bourne nabes. 

Sir Ben Fuller trying out local 
vaude-revue at King’s, Melbourne. 

Marie Ney a click in ‘No Time for 
Comedy’ in Sydney for Williamson- 
| Tait. 

Greater Union Theatres signed 
contract extension with Columbia 
covering major centers, 

Hal Thompson, U. S. radioer, will 
be given additional legit roles by 
Williamson-Tait during 1941. Thomp- 
son is scoring in ‘No Time for Com- 
edy.’ 


Abe Romain bowed in as band 
jeader at Trocadero, Sydney. For 
balance of summer season Troe 


management giving away coffee and 


cakes to patrons. Last year it was 
furniture. 

Several Sydney nabe exhibs have 
found biz so improved that they will 
|continue with a three-a-day policy. 
| Most nabers only play nightly with 


two mats weekly. Good product is 
said to be responsible for trade up- 
| lift. 

Believed 


that the Motion Picture 


Distributors Assn. will appoint new 
head not connected with distribu- 
tion. Bernie Freeman, m.d. Metro, 


is the present boss. Sir Victor Wil- 
son was the last non-trader heading 
the MPDA. 

‘Great Dictator’ (UA) is pulling 
tremendously in the out-of-town 
spots, with pic still high in Sydney. 

Since the merger washup between 
Hoyts and Greater Union Theatres 
stocks in both units have taken a 
swing upwards. 

Jack Kouvelis, major stix exhib, 
has presented an ambulance to the 


Commonwealth for service over- 
seas. Kouvelis stated that he had 
been informed that Italian bombs 


had recently destroyed his brother’s 
theatre in Patras, Greece. 

Professional vaude-revuers are 
amazed and angry at the large num- 
ber of amateurs finding employment 
over the various pic loops, most of 
whom break into the field via radio 
talent quests. Professionals hint 
that the ams take less for stage 
| breaks. 
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int to America in 1932 for the | dozen years, died suddenly in New 
Olympic games, he became one of | York ot a heart attack last week. 
her business advisers soon after she | She had been on the Columbia bur- 
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Danbury Fair Goes On 














OBITUARIES 


FAY COURTNEY 
Fay Courtney, 45, teamed with her 


' Robert Mantell. 


A member of Wil-| 
liam A. Brady’s all-star ‘Uncle Tom's | 


abandoned her amateur 
Last year they severed connections 
and he promoted several ice carni- 
vals of his own. 

He leaves a brother. 





HENRY M. WALBROOK 


| 
| 


standing. | lesque wheel and in vaudeville with 


Watson and Cohen tab units. 
Surviving are her husband and 
mother, 





Danbury, Conn., Feb. 18. 
Danbury Fair, southern New Eng- 
land’s annual autumn expo, will go 
on as usual this year, in spite of 
$30,000 fire which recently destroyed 





* CECILE LORRAINE 


main exhibit center, barns and other 


sister, Florence, in a singing duo | Cabin,’ he made his last stage “=e | Cecile Lorraine, 72, former op-| buildings. Loss was covered by in- 
known as the Courtney Sisters, a} pearance with Nance O'Neill. There- | Henry M. Walbrook, author, drama | eratic star, died Feb. 13 in Holly- | surance. 


favorite vaude act of the ‘20s, died 
Feb. 14 at her home in New York. 
The wife of Roy V. MacNicol, an 
artist, whom she wed in 1921. Miss 
Courtney was a native of Clay 


after Lander studied music abroad 
'and upon his return was concerned 
with non-theatrical ventures, Five 
years ago he lost his sight. 

Funeral services were held in New 


County, Texas, and made her stage York Thursday (13) under auspices 
debut with her sister at the age of of the Actors’ Fund. Burial took 
12. Pair toured the circuits together place at the Fund plot in Kensico 
and dissolved for a time after Cemetery, Westchester County, N. Y. 
Florence’s marriage to George Jessel. | 





FRED W. JORDAN 


As a single Fay Courtney was a 


popular performer with an effective | 


Fred W. Jordan, 59, for years a 


critic and playwright, died in Lon- 
don, Feb. 13. The writer of several 
books on the theatre, he was drama 
critic of the Pall Mall Gazette, Lon- 
don, from 1906 to 1915 and was 
elected president of the London 
| Critics’ Circle in 1933. 

Before joining the Gazette he had 


the following year became editor of 
the Brighton Guardian, with whic 


been art critic of the magazine Man | 
of the World in 1888 and 1889 and | 


| teaching voice in Hollywood, 


h band leader 


wood. She was a lyric soprano and | 
sang throughout Great Britain, | 
France and Australia years ago and 
was credited with first singing the | 
role of Mimi in ‘La Boheme.’ 


Fair will be modernized for 1941 
showing, which will be 73d. Last 


|; summer midget auto races were pro- 


moted on property, and probably 
will be repeated this year. 





For past few years she had been 
MARRIAGES 
Hilliard Gates, sports announcer 


‘at Westinghouse WOWO-WGL, Ft. 
| Wayne, to Rae Lois Peterson, Mus- 





JOHN F. JACOBSON 
John F. Jacobson, 68, composer, 


and cornetist, died Feb. 


kegon, Mich, (non profesional), on 


/10 at Fairport, O., of a heart at- | Pep. 11. 


baritone voice. She featured songs jog; , | he remained for 14 years. He als rt 
; ; git press agent who represented | he remained for years, e also z ; 

occasionally written by herself and arthur Hammerstein, the Abbey was considered a leading authority | tack. Pore mi, 4 ng’ ig ae ero Eldon Campbell, special events 
her sister. In 1921 the sisters Te- | Theatre troupe and the Shuberts, | upon 19th century verse. some Oe ittun fo the cornet, | Sirector of Westinghouse WOWO- 


united, after” tw6 yéars rétirement, 
coming back with five string mu- 
sicians who accompanied their sing- 
ing. Fay usually carried the bulk 
of the warbling chores with Florence 
harmonizing here and there. 


died Feb. 13 of a heart attack at his 
home near Lake Mahopac, N. Y. 


| A native of Lewiston, Me., Jordan 
publicized Olga Petrova and Fannie 
Ward and recently had been an ad- 
; vance agent for Shubert road shows. 


JACK CASSIN 
Jack Cassin, 62, retired actor, 
|; whose career embraced some 25 
| years in all branches of the theatre, 
|died of a heart attack Feb. 1 in 








were written for the. cornet. 

Widow, daughter and a son, Arvo, | 
of Brooklyn, N. Y., also a musician, | 
survive. 





MRS. FRANK A. MILLER 


WGL, Ft. Wayne, to Helen Jones, 
Westinhouse secretary and erstwhile 
singing star of ‘Indiana Indio’ NBC 
net show, on March 1. 

Johnny Barb to Ursuline Zim- 
bardi, in Youngstown, O., Feb. 8. 


Four years later the team reap-! — bbey | Quincy, Ill. Mrs, Frank A. Miller, 71, who with | She’s professionally Elaine Moore 
peared on Broadway at the Palace ver two Anant he p.a.d the A my A native of Rock Island, Ill., Cas- | her husband had a trained horse act | dancing commedienne. 
~~~: | Theatre Players and was last em ; ; |: : : : cia | : 
Turn was marked by harmonizing ployed as road publicist for ‘The isin was a veteran of the Spanish- | in the Ringling circus, Farley Bros. | Judy Gayte to Scotty Scott, in 
throughout except for one single | whit, Steed.’ 5 |American War. He acted with the | Wild West and other tent shows prior | Toledo, O., Jan. 17. She's a vocalist 


number of Fay, which had always | 


been a high spot of their work. 

Later, the sisters appeared in musi- 
cal comedy and were seen in such 
productions as ‘The World of Pleas- 
ure’ and ‘The World of Society’ and 
in 1927 had roles in Will Rogers’ 
revue at the Princess Supper Club, 
London. Fay, who told a few Negro 
stories and sang spirituals, went on 
the concert stage after the act per- 
manently broke up. 

Appearing both in America and 
abroad, Miss Courtney only last fall 
participated in concert engagements 
in South America while her husband 


A member of the Theatrical Man- 
'agers and Agents Union, he leaves 
his widow, Lydia, and a son, Fred, 
by a former marriage. Funeral 
/ services were held in Katonah, N. Y., 
Sun’ay (16) and burial followed in 
Ferncliff, N. Y. 





J. J. (Jack) SULLIVAN 


John J. (Jack) Sullivan, 56, vet- 
eran film man, died at his home in 
Los Angeles, Feb. 13, after a linger- 
ing illness. For the past 13 years 
he was chief film buyer for Fox 
' West Coast Theatres, prior to which 


'old Van Dyke and Eaton stock com- 
pany and trouped on Mississippi 
River showboats. 

He leaves a daughter, Marigold, 
associated with the San Francisco 
branch of the Erwin, Wasey agency. 

LOUIS STERN 

Louis Stern, 81, pioneer character 
actor who began his career in vaude- 
ville and early silent films, died Feb. 
15 in Hollywood after a long illness. 

Born in New York, Stern acted in 
pictures at the old Ft. Lee, N. J., 
studios and went to Hollywood in 
1926. He had parts with Lon 
Chaney in ‘Where East Is East,’ ap- 
;}peared with Alma Rubens in 
‘Humoresque’ and was seen in ‘The 
Postman’ with Eddie Cantor. 





} 
| 


to their retirernent 12 years ago, died 


'in Wichita, Kas., Feb. 7. | 





| Marge in the radio dramatic serial, 


Couple had resided there since” 
retirement. 





FRANKLIN M. OHL 

Franklin M. Ohl, 76, formerly 
treasurer of the Toledo, Columbus, 
and Indianapolis Theatre Co., which 
operated the old Valentine theatre, 
Toledo, years ago, and later business 
manager of the old Toledo (O.) Bee, 
died Feb. 13 at Toledo. 

Leaves a son and a daughter, 





DONNA DAMEREL 
Donna Damerel, 28, who was 


‘Myrt and Marge,’ died in childbirth 


and he’s a musician. 

Frances Glad to Fran Hines, in 
Buffalo, Feb. 17. He’s singer at WGR- 
WKBW, Buffalo; she’s a dancer. 

Ruth Beres to William E. Miles, in 
Buffalo, Feb. 14. He’s on WBNY, 
Buffalo, news staff. 

Joseph T. Connolly to Mary Louise 
Maloney, in Philadelphia, Feb. 14. 
He’s promotion head of WCAU, 
Philly; she’s his former sec. 

Betty Q. Harron to Ern Westmore, 
in Hollywood, Feb. 15. Bride is 
widow of Johnny Harron, film actor; 
he’s a member of the screen makeup 
family. 

Lois Lait to Thomas King, in Las 
Vegas, Nev., Feb. 14.. Bride is daugh- 
ter ef Jack Lait, editor of the New 
York Daily Mirror; he’s a non-pro. 





Feb. 15 at the Englewood, N. J., : ‘ . Aste ; ae 
Widow, Peggy, an actress, sur-/ hospital. Privately she was the wife | . Jean Parket - H. Dawson Sanders, 
+ e @ art y vives, of Peter J. Fick, an international |*™ San Thege, FED. 26. Sride & Sim 
: : j;actress; he’s a radio commentator, 





gave art lectures. 


Part of the gross 
was donated to British War Relief. 


he spent 12 years with the Fox Film 
Co., last as branch manager of the 





DONALD STUART 

Donald Stuart, about 36, who ap- 
| peneen in legit shows, was found 
| dead in Grand Central Station, N. Y., 
Feb. 7. Delay in identification at the 
morgue delayed burial by the Ac- 


| 





swimming champion. 
Further details will be found 
the radio section. 


in 





JOHN NICHOLSON 
John William ‘Nick’ Nicholson, 40, 


|known professionally Douglas 
Dawson. 

Fay Helm to Jack Hardy, in Coro- 
nado Beach, Cal., Feb. 15. Bride is 
screen player; he’s an attorney. 


Henry Cooke, Chi NBC announcer, 


as 


The couple had just recently re-| Los Angeles exchange. until recently head of the radio de- , Fickes ‘o, in S 
turned from their tour. Sullivan, native of Minneapolis, tors Fund. |partment for General Foods Sales b aetgenny, Ml ge # non-pro, in St. 
Funeral services were held in New | received his early film training there. Stuart was one of three sons of |Co, in Los Angeles, died Feb. 14 in — Garroway, Chi NBC an- 


York Sunday (16). 





EDWARD TRAIL 
Edward Trail, 83, whose long serv- 
fice as theatrical manager and treas- 
urer of the Park and the old and new 
Montauk theatres in Brooklyn, made 
him a familiar figure to both per- 


He later moved to state of Wash- 
ington and about 25 years ago set- 
tled in Southern California. When 
Joe Goldberg retired from West 
|Coast Theatres to join Columbia, 
| Sullivan moved in as chief film buy- 
jer for the circuit. 

| Up until two years ago he played 
'an active part in the annual film 





Ralph Stuart, onetime well known 
leading man, the others being Ralph, 
Jr., and Kenneth. Both of the lat- 


now residing on the Coast. 
died from his war injuries after half 





ter were in the World War, former | 
Latter | 


San Diego, following a heart attack. 
He had been transferred to San 
Diego only a short time ago. 
WILLIAM MALAN | 
William Malan, 73, vet film comic | 


|a dozen plastic operations following lof the pie-throwing days, died in 


| his return from France. 








Hollywood Feb. 13. 
He played in stock before joining 





| nouncer, and Adele Dwyer, non-pro, 


in St. Louis on Feb. 15. 

Alexander Danilova to Kasmir 
Kokitch in Los Angeles, Feb. 14. She 
is prima ballerina of the Ballet Russe 
and Kokitch is a solo dancer with the 
outfit. 

Jean Enzinger to Clarence F. Che- 


formers and audiences, died Feb. 12 rock in Chicago Feb. 3. Bride, a 

in that borough. | buying. Taken ill during one of his - Roig gee a, | Mack Sennett 20 years ago. venga cee ee « singer in 
F ey, F ate ; alarias, 56, v ‘ inode . fig Res, 

Trail, the son of a Baltimore hotel prolonged trips to New York, Sulli- rape? sagas oe Panther room of Hotel Sherman. 


proprietor who catered to a theatri- 
cal clientele, became acquainted with 


van gradually grew worse and took 
no active part in film buying last 
season. Widow, twq sons and two 





| Connellsville, Pa., exhibitor, died at 
his home there last week after a 
| lingering illness. In failing health 








George F. Broadwell, 49, manager | 
of the Family theatre, first picture 


house in Oberlin, O., died there Feb. | 





Husband is trumpeter and arranger 
with Gene Krupa’s band. 





Col. William E. Sinn, owner of the ie . if Neil Norman, program director at 
, atom | : : aq | daughters survive. | for some time, he had been bedfast/11, Shortly before the World War ae ae ken 
Park theatre in Brooklyn, who was 5 s ’ WIL, St. Louis, to Helen Jean Mulac 
art eee oe rs nl sag for three months and since 1938 had | he was operator of the Apollo, Ober- ‘ ig a tices ‘ . ’ 
staying at his father’s hostelry and it | been practically blind 1) nad eis nine te Cine non-pro, of Pittsburgh. 
was he who introduced Trail to the ETHEL VAN ORDEN Por many years, Mikslarias was & | inc ney. coened the Rex. alee Chere | erent, miener to Harry Deutsch- 
business side of the theatre by en- Mrs. Fred Dampier, 51, died Feb. partner of Gus Markas having en- ci pe M " he ih - oa anni bein, in New York, Feb, 15. Bride is 
gaging him as an extra usher at the | 14 in Buffalo, N. Y., ending a 14-year | t,,6q the theatre business bye in, which ne operated a year.| the stage and screen actress; he’s 
; ne = G , Cee ere e theatre business originally | Widow, son, brother and mother | . . 
Park in 1875. |career at WGR-WKBW under the |i, Lancaster, Pa., more than a quar- | cyrviv | an engineer. 

Several years later Trail was ap- professional name of Ethel Van ter of a century ago. He leaves survive, | Irene Daye, vocalist with Gene 
pointed assistant treasurer of the | Orden. She had been in show busi- | }rother, sister, two half-brothers and | Father. 84 ¢ Riche 5 Avion. @1 Krupa band, to Edward (Corky) 
house and eventually was named jess, including dramatic stock, for | haif-sister, all. of whom live in| actor died Feb. 13 in St. en, 2m | Cornelius, trumpet player with Casa 
maneser. The Ste brought e theatri- 35 years. b Becen ster, : actor, died Feb. 13 in St. Paul after | Loma Orch, at Las Vegas, Nev., Feb. 
cal boom to Brooklyn and Col. Sinn| The actress, who assisted her hus- ° | a brief illness. Widow, daughter and | 16, 
unveiled the. old Montauk in 1895 | band a tg Bd a MARIE REYNOLDS _— seataalieeaielinicbas 

; Sh cae ie ain ramas a :R- , where he — ; toi | 

= with Trail as treasurer. Those were Marie Reynolds, 60, an original! oward Casey, 29, dance-band BIRTHS 








the days when Brooklyn 
saw their Barrymores, Drews an 


Mansfields on Fulton and Livingston 


burghers 


is assistant drama chief, was a native 
q| of Texas. She played ingenue leads 


in two George M. Cohan pieces, ‘45 


Florodora Girl and one of the first 
Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ dancers, was found 
| dead Feb. 13 in her New York apart- | 


| trumpeter from Watseka, IIL, 
at Evansville, Ind., Feb. 13. 





died | 


Mr. and Mrs. Warren Champlain, 
daughter, Feb. 2, in Cincinnati. Fa- 





streets instead of journeying to| Minutes from Broadway’ and ‘50 : - - mn ther is WKRC, Cincy, announcer. 
Broadway ' a Miles from Boston,’ and trouped in | nto fot — ee | Ph > pen —— 72, rie Los Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Patterson, 
. ie : tig pe 2 ae S€s. geles e tor, died in L. A. Feb. | daughter, Feb. 12, i Cincinnati. 

When the new Montauk was com- | Drinkwater’s ‘Abraham Lincoln’ as | y 5 oe ils —y eies €xnibdl ¢ ; . | in ‘ine Z 
Ww was com ae ee Under the nom-de-plume of Marie | 17. |Father is program director for 


pleted in 1905 Trail became its man- 


Then she came to Buffalo, where 


Randolph, Miss Reynolds was 


the 





| * 8 . 
| WLWO, Crosley’s international short- 


ager. He stayed there until 1915. | os od wit! ~ ill author of a number of articles 0On| Francis De Groat Robinson, 62. | waver 

That year the road struck a low ebb | She acted with the Frawley and | international affairs in recent years.| former motion sicture cameraman.| Mr. aa , 
in Brooklyn chiefly due to competing | Court Street stock _groups before | nocuments and musty theatre pro- | died Feb. 7 i ‘a; i : rs Pease ae ee. nares Lapa ener 
en and better transit |eMtering radio in 1927. Besides act- \ lie eb. 7 in tadena, Cal. |daughter, Feb. 13, in Cincinnati. 


pictures 
facilities to Manhattan. 





Though he 








ing, she wrote and produced ‘Moon | 


revealed her theatrical past. 











| grams discovered in her apartment | 























| Father is rural entertainer on WLW, 


om 2 Bes ete ies Girl and ‘Green Family,’ latter o pub Ben Hopkins, screen bit actor, | Cincy. 

saan te ee arog P Paarl | which ran 185 weeks on WGR. GLADYS M. 8. CARROLL | died Feb. 8 in Los Angeles. Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Ross, son, Feb. 

tre as an official of the Brooklyn || Burial in Forest Lawn Cemetery, | irs, Gladys’M. Sintes Carroll, 45 i meee eee tec 

Academy of Music. Buffalo. Surviving are her husband | former actress, suicided in her At- . See pig: A a ae ined 

{ He leaves a daughter, Mrs. Frank and mother, lantic City, N. J., apartment last U. S. Strippers ye Mrs ™ rota be Feb 
r P. La Mura, with whom he resided, x aa week by taking an overdose of | ; '11, in Buffalo. Fathe ty ae cer- 

, i and four grandchildren. Funeral HUGO QUIST sleeping tablets. a roductio ag r WEBR. Buffalo 
i services were held in Brooklyn Fri-| Hugo Quist, 51, former manager of A member of a theatrical family, | them off, but they battled back bit- | ‘ Mr and Mf. Lee Middleton Ho le 
fi day (14). Sonja Henie, Paavo Nurmi and one- | Mrs. Carroll appeared in several At- | terly, and when the gals scrammed daughter in Les Angeles, Feb OL 
i ji J ; time associate of C. C. Pyle, the /|lantic City night clubs a number of | for the dressing rooms they were | Grandparents are Mr antl Mrs. 
4 } FRANK LANDER bunion derby’ promoter, was found | years ago. After a two-day police | right after them. | Charles Middleton former vaude act 
\ \) Frank Lander, 80, veteran actor dead Feb. 14 in his room at a New | investigation following her death, Free-for-all developed among the | known as Middleton and Spellmyer 
f H} who had appeared with Maurice York hotel. | the body was shipped to her home in | patrons, who howled that they were! Mr. and Mrs John Eiffert Yeon 
if Barrymore, John Drew and Mary; An amateur cyclist in his native | New Orleans last Wednesday (12). being cheated out of the fun for |ter Feb 11, in Kansas Cit Mo Fa- 
j i Anderson and was seen as the lead- | Norway, Quist came to the United Se which they had paid the high price | ther is ‘assistant ana my at Para- 
ty ing heavy in the first New York pro- | States in 1921 and, after a brief as- GINO ROCCA of $3 (about 60c in U. S. money) | ceiealite rattan hoya Kc 
it duction of ‘Way Down East,’ died sociation with the Finnish-American Gino Rocca, 50, Italian newspaper- | Forty orchestra seats were broken | Mr and Mrs. Harold Betts daugh- 
tif Feb. 10 in Woodside, L. I. | Athletic Club, became a sports pro-|man and playwright, and former and the house suffered considerable | ter in Chicago Feb. 11 Father is 
44 A native of Indianapolis, Lander | moter. He conceived the idea of |drama critic of the authoritative other damage before the gendar- Chicago radio erformer. and singer. 
; debuted in 1878 with Effie Ellsler in | putting on a track meet at Madison | Fascist organ, Il Popolo Italia, died merie broke it up. None of the bur- Mr. and he Frank Capra son 
‘uF ‘A Heroine in Rags’ at Macauley’s | Square Garden, N. Y., in 1925 with | of a heart attack Feb. 14 in Milan. leyites was hurt, Feb 14 in Los Angeles Father is 
i : theatre, Louisville. Before leaving | Nurmi as the ace attraction. City government, fearful of an in-| the Alm director-producer 
pi the stage in 1909 he had roles in ‘Peg; Thereafter Quist not only handled ADA LUM ternational incident d q ? gn- 
7k t \ nationa cident, issued a state-| Mr. and Mrs. Dave Hacker, daugh 
i i Woffington’ with Rose Coghlan, Nurmi, but also represented several Ada Lum, 47, veteran of burlesque | ment deploring the set-to and posted | ter, in Hollywood, Feb. 7. Parents 
ei ‘Reckless Temple’ with Maurice Bar-| other leading Finnish track stars.| and vaudeville, who had been re-/ guards at the house at following! compose the satirical dance team of 


rymore. and acted in repertory with | Meeting Miss Henie shortly after she! tired from show business 


on arg am RII 


or cranes ne ee —s 


| 
shout 


avuue 


a: 


shows. 


Hacker and Sidell. 
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flarry Collet Ore 


Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 





Tony Patti 


Wonder Bar 
Sammy Dibert Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 

Bachelors’ Club 
Al Turner Ore 
Wally Vernon 

Balconades 
Joe Villella Ore 

Bill Green's 
Clyde Knight Ore 
Janet Lee 
lierb Roaher 
Boogle-Woogte Club 
Roog Sherman 
Izzy Nutz 
Buddy : 
Nutsy Fagan 
Harry Comorada 
Packy M’Farland 
Tiny Miller 
Bernie Crawford 

Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Betty Smiley 
Roy King 
Darlene Curtis 
Mabel Harrell 

Cork and Hottle 
Jack Davis 

Eddie Peyton's 
Rill Campbell Ore 
Caroline Moore 
Mabe! Harrold 
Marion Muller 
Eddie Peyton 

El Chico 
Ciro Rimac Ore 
Estrelita Pena 
Alziro Camargo 
Chinita Marin 
Charley Boy 

Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Jessica Wheatley 
Harry Walton 


Hotel Roosevelt 


Ted Biake 
Men About Town 


Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Patty Dixon 
Buzz Mayer 


Hotel Wm. Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Baron Elliott Ore 
Billy Cover 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Merry-Go-Round 
Eddie Camden Orc 
Betty Gale 
Johnny Wilkes 
Kamden Kids 
New Penn 
Ralph Allen Ore 
Len Martin 
DeLacey & Wright 
New Yorker Gis 
Nixon Cale 


Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Dwights 
Russ Le Beau 
Joe Wong 
Kretiow Dane 
Nut House 
Dale Hlarkness 
Ray Neville 
Pat McGowan 
Joey Reynolds 
Chuck Wilson 
Oasis 


Louie Pope ‘ire 
Margie Kraber 
Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Pines 
Ruzz Aston Ore 
Tony Rozance 
Ray Englert 


Bills Next Week 


——ae Continued from page 45 


| Val 
|} John Buckmaster 





Lou 


| Mickey Alpert Ore 








Bob Berry 
Denis 

Slapsy Maxie’s 
Babe Russin Orc 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Joe Frisco 
Cully Richards 
Sammy Lewis 
Patty Moore 
Carolyn Marsh 
M Garriston 

The Drum 


Olman Ore 


Btuart & Lee 
Diana Courtney 


Villa Venice 


Harry Rogers Ore 

Moore & Revel 
Wit'’s End 

Tony Carlona Ore 

Jose Tomas Ore 

Lenny Kent 

Renise 

Rae Marsh 

Rita Renaud 

Sharon Lynne Danc 


BOSTON 


Beach Comber 
Nye Mayhew Orc 
Don Ostro Ore 
tKden Twins 
Copacabana Gis 
George Escudero 
Dorn & Yossez 





Victor Donato 
Adele Corey 

Rita Henderson 
Raymond Pike 
Eleanor Kelley 


Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 


Blinstrub’s Harry Marshard O 
Karl Rohde Ore Johnny Turnbull 
Boyd Heathen Lenny Welsh 
4 Arleys 
Bobby Joyce & G Hotel Statler 


(Terrace Room) 


Casa Manana Vaughn Monroe Ore 





Carter Ore Marilyn Duke 
| Lee Steele Ziggy Talent 
| David Ballentine Joe Carney 
| Bubbles Ricardo Bobby Nichols 
| Skating Comets P 
| Marcia Rice Ilotel Westminster 
(Blue Room) 
Club Mayfair 
: ; Jimmy MeHale Ore 
Ranny Weeks Ore Trop'l Serenaders O 
Bernie Benneit O | Adrian O' Brier 
Cookie Faye | Harry Drake Rey 
Lillian Carmen |Rex & B Powers 
Mills, King & Ray | Frank Fontaine 
Tanya & Brantly ‘ 
| George Libby Rev Ken 


Cocoanut Grove Frances Claire Ore 


Russ Howard 


Don Rieo Ore Latin Quarter 
Allen Twins Tony Bruno Ore 
Geosme Rand Rev Don Dudley Ore 
silly Paine rry Snes 
Nancy Gay ee ee 


John Steele 
Morgan Dane 
Colstons 

Latin Ballet 
Radio Herb Lewis 


(Melody Lounge) 
Rita Coughlin 
Newell & Steger 

Crawford House 


| 

the so-called ‘Command Perform- 
ance,’"—-this year ‘Old Acquaintance’ 
—with the entire cast supper guests 
of the President and Mrs. Roosevelt 
after the show. 


| actor’ could hardly have been better 
manifested than in his presentation 
of the historic third term campaign 
hat to be auctioned for the Motion 
Picture Relief Fund. The apprecia- 
tion of Congress for the Hollywood 
caravan has already been expressed 
|in the Congressional Record, in ex- 
| tended remarks by Congressman 
Connery and Senator Mead. 


_ Our committee has had personal 
commendation from Mr. Harry Brand, 
chairman of the Hollywood publi- 
cists group, for the splendid treat- 
ment accorded the stars, from Mr. 
Walter Wanger who enjoyed Wash- 
|ington hospitality, and Mr. Jock 
| Lawrence who was gratified at the 
smooth and complete arrangements 
for the reception and management 
of our distinguished guests. In ad- 
| dition, many of the stars by letter 
and personal message, have voiced 
appreciation for thoughtful  con- 
_ sideration, 

I speak for the committee when I 
say that Washington is conscious of 
the debt of gratitude it owes Holly- 
wood for making January a mem- 
orable month. The cause of better 
health, and the Infantile Paralysis 
Foundation treasury, have profited 
through the willingness of the Holly- 
wood great to make this annual pil- 
grimage. We have striven—and al- 


| 


| ways will—to the utmost to make) 


'this appreciation practical, through 
genuine and sincere hospitality. 
Andrew R. Kelly 
Chairman, Entertainment 
Committee. 











The warm friend- | 
ship of President Roosevelt for ‘the | 


| been unproductive. 


WHAT THE 





Seeks Nina Tinova 
Minneapolis, 
Editor, VARIETY: 

A request has come to me from a 
woman in Turkey to help her find 
her sister who came to this country 
with her husband 10 or 11 years ago, 
working first for the Goodwin The- 
atre Corp. and later was a dancer 
with Ziegfeld Follies, going by the 
name of Nina Tinova ‘shortened 
from Constantinova, the family name, 
I gather, although I am not sure of 
that). The sister thinks that 
may now be a manikin either in 
New York or Hollywood, since she 
saw her picture as a manikin in 
some French fashion 
at least in the fashion section of a 
French magazine last spring. The 
two sisters had corresponded for 
several years, Nina Tinova receiving 
her mail at the following New York 
address, care Mrs. Mascha Strunsky, 
16 West 8th street, but as far back 
as September, 1933, a letter sent to 
‘Miss Nina Constantinova’ at the 
above address was returned un- 
claimed to the sister now living in 
Adana, Turkey, who is very eager 
to get in touch with her sister in 
this country because she is her only 
living relative. 

It is the N. Y. City Missing Per- 
sons Bureau who suggested my ask- 
ing you to place an item about Nina 
Tinova in your personal column, 
since her efforts to Jocate her have 
I shall appreci- 
ate your cooperation in locating this 
young woman. 


Lillian C. Brauer, 
2720 Bryant Ave., South. 


Nina | 


magazine, or | 


| be rectified in another issue? 


Y THINK 


tinues on WLW under the personal 
direction of John Lair. 
The ‘Rocky Road Folks’ 


is purely 


a WGRC idea and origination using 
native mountain talent: end since 
most of the mountain talent comes 
from Berea and Mt. Vernon and the 
hill country in that section, we felt 
it would give more color to orig- 
inate from a barn actually on the 
scene—hence the trouble and ex- 


pense of going to Mt. Vernon for the 
originating studio. 


S. A. Cisler, 
General Manager, 
Station WGRC. 


Barbara Perry’s Standout Bit 
Havana. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

The Jan. 29 review of the Gran 
Casino National show here made a 
slight error in the printing, but to 
me it means a good deal. It says 


that Miss Jeanne Carroll is the solo 


dancer and was brought cust by the 
Shuberts, which is untrue. I am 
Barbara Perry, who did the solo 
work, and was brought east by the 


Shuberts to be featured in the ‘Zieg- 
feld Follies,’ as I was in their last 
version on the west coast. This can 
be verified by J. J. Shubert himself. 

As Jeanne is in the chorus I know 
the writeup was meant fer me, and 
it made me very encouraged, but it 
also makes me very unhappy to think 
that I cannot use that nice criticism 
to further my career. 

Is it possible for this misprint to 
As it 
means so much to me. 

Barbara Perry. 





Steuben's Dubious Test 


, hrell 
Irma Guthre (Vienna Koom) 


Hotel Henry 


De-Emphasizes Watts 
Philadelphia. 


Pay Collins Ore 
| Sally Keith 


Yacht Club 


Easy On Exhibs 


Chicago. 

















(Sitver Grill) H Middleman Ore Paul Regan Lew Conrad Ore } Editor. VARIETY: 
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Sandy Davidson 

Marian McGarrity 
(Gay 90's) 

Dorothy Nesbitt 


Hotel ith Avenue 

Bess Saunders 

Ida lola 

Everett Haydn 

Betty Donahoe 

A! Devin 

Evergreen Gardens 

Red Clarke Ore 

Ebbie Schaub 

Paula Harvey 
Hotel Ella 

Olga Mundy Ore 

Dale St Clair 

Zelda 





Patricia 
Manhattanettes 
Shirley Heller 


Sky-Vue 
Mickey Ross Ore 
Sky Pilots 

Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mtke Sandretto 

Villa Madrid 


Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Nick Lucas 

Ann Boland 
Laska Sis 
Gloria Miller 
Gregorys 


MIAMI 


Beachcomber 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Miguelito Valdez 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Chavez Ore 
Tropical Dane 


Carrousel 


Ina Ray Hutton Or 
Velero Sis Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Harry Stevens 
Nancy Hunt 
Patty Ortell 
Stuart Foster 
Club Bali 
Tommy Nunez Ore 
Peggy Fears 
Olivette & Murray 
Merle & Gavlor 
Alfredo Seville 
Bali-ettes (12) 
Club) Esquire 
Worthy Hills Ore 
Hernandez Ore 
Cross & Dunn 
Terry Lawlor 
De Angelo & Porter 
Howard Brooks 
Esquirettes (8) 
Club Te Pee 


Myles Bell Ore 
Wanda Lee 
Armond & Juliana 
Colonial Inn 
Paul Whiteman Ore 
Harry Richman 
Sophie Tucker 
Joe E Lewis 
Chandra-Kaly Dane 
Marianne 
Ann Sutherland 
Armando Ore 
Cuban Casino 
Eva Ortega 
Harriette Herning 
Nan Blakstone 
Tropic Beauties 
Don Lanning’s 
Doris Sherrill 
Roberta Sherwood 
Jimmie Hodges 
Marie Lewis 
Ei Chice 
Ralph Cook 
Marilyn Foster 
Glorin Lucane 
Lytell Dance 
Five O'Clock Club 
Pancho Ore 
La Playa Dane 
Hotel Dempsey- 
Vanderbilt 
(Pago Pago Room) 
Bobby Parks Orc 
Vincent Bragale Or 
Terry Lawlor 
Leon & Mace 
Carroll & Gorman 
Walter Donohue 
Hotel Hollywood 
ach 
(Bamboo Room) 
Eddie Oliver Ore 
Milton Douglas 
“ara Ann McCabe 
Hotel Miami 
_ Biltmore 
(Giralda Roem) 


M Bergere Orc 


; Nodney 
|}Columbus & 


| Emery 


| Victor 


ihet 


| Johnny 


| 
| Joe 
| Lolita 


iGrisha & 
| Henri 


| Lela 


| Matty’s 
| leonardo Ore 





Abe 


McLennan 
Carroll 
Marissa 


Hotel Roney-Plaza 
(Viennese Room) 
Deutsch Ore 
Jaye Martin 
Jean Travers 
Georges & Jalna 
Rodriguez 
Hotel Shelborne 
(Mayan Room) 
Brownagle Ore 
IX Miller Dane 
Hotel Versailles 
«Gulf Room) 
Chas Murray Ore 
Jeff's 
Delmar 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Merle Burke 
Midgie Fellows 
Murphy Sis 


Jerr) Ore 


Jimmie's 


Rudd Sawvyer's Ore 
Chie Kennedy 
Ravelle & Jeanette 
Hilly Young 

| Rae Jayne 


Wayne & Marlin 
Dorothy Eden 
Kitty Davis 
Silver Ore 
Billy Vine 
Conga Dane 
Iatin Quarter 
Or« 
Or« 


Candullo 
Cordoba 
Boreo 
Brona 
Therrien 
Moore 
Frank Mazzone 
Yvonne Bouvier 


Emil 


| Clarissa 


Mayfair Club 
Rhythm Cb 


Benny Davis 
Nut Club 


Tubby Rives 
Lew Mercur 
Musical Maniacs 


Paddock Club 


Leon Prima Ore 
Frances Faye 
Rogers & Morris 
Gaye Dixon 
Manhattanettes 


Rhumba Casino 


Alex Batkin Ore 
Fantasias Rhumb’s 
Desi Arnaz 
Marissa 

Rosita Rios 

Raul & Eva Reye 


Royal Palm Club 
Lyman Ore 


Osear Rosa Orc 
Paul Haakon 


| Jansleys 


Milton Berle 
Royal Guards 
Alexis Rotov 


| Rose Blaine 


Singapore Sadie’s 


Dixieland Rad 


Jobyny Pineapple O 


Roberta 


Nora & Jimmy Bell 


| Nona Gae 
| Elwin Shaw 


| (Bermuda Terrace) 


| Mary Ann 


The Cave 
Mark Gilbert Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Doris Abbott 
Carlos & Doria 

Tie Toc 
Ernie Bell Ore 
Een Ford Rev 
Lee Wyler 
Danny Goodman 
Mona Grant 

Tremont Plaza 
Ben Puillo Orc 


Bryce Santry 
Fox & Hounds 
Milton George Ore 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Hotel Bradford 
(Cireus Room) 
Burt Mann 


Hotel Brunswick 


Mitchell Arres Ore 


Mercer 


{Tommy Taylor estan s 
’ : Geo MacFarlane 
Hotel Copley Plaza Fritzi Scheff 


(Sheraton Room) 
Stuart Frazier Ore 


Hotel Essex 


Leighton Sis 
Willie Solar 
Emma Francis 





Arthur Lake Ore Harold Kennedy 
Rilly Kelly § Juegling Jewels 
Jack Manning 10 Floradora Maids 
Al Lewis Johnny Andrews 




















Polite to Actors | 
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President's broadcast in the oval 
room from 11:15 to 11:45 p.m. The 
only exceptions were Tony Martin 
and Miss Helen Vinson, who did not 
arrive in Washington until early 
evening of Jan. 30, and who thus 
missed the luncheon. 

These luncheon invitations 
delivered to the stars by Mr. 
Lawrence, representative of the 
Hollywood Producers Council, and 
the official studio representative in 


were 


Jock 


Washington, as contact man with 
the local committee. Benny Good- 


man, who was touring, did not ar- 
rive from Wilmington until 2 p.m., 
but he reached the White House in 


time to participate in the First 
Lady’s personal tour of the Execu- 
tive Mansion, and her delightful 


lecture on the history and tradition 
of the various rooms, including the 
President's study. 

At the broadcast, the invitation list 
was limited to 50 (capacity of the 
oval room) and the guests included 
all stars, their studio escorts, and 
in some cases, Washington escorts. 
Those who exceeded the fixed num- 
ber were escorted to the East Room, 
where they heard the broadcast over 
the radio, and were otherwise enter- 
tained 

Reflections Cast? 

Since the entire amusement in- 
dustry of Washington cooperates for 
these celebrations, and since star 
escorts included all prominent Wash- 
ington theatre executives, the Var- 
1ETY story reflected on the ability of 
the committee to handle the details 
of a well organized schedule. 

In appearing on six hotel pro- 
grams, two midnight shows at the 
Capitol and Earle theatres, followed 
by the Gold Plate break‘ast at the 
Carlton, each star was assisted by 
two local escorts as well as by 
studio representatives. During the 
course of the touring some 40,000 
people saw the stars, and without 
one untoward Incident. 

These annual events, since 1934, 
have enjoyed magnificent coopera- 
tion from the White House, and in- 
clude besides the Jan. 30 programs. 


ee ee pov te | Variety consciously or inadvertently 
& , : . “| referred to the station as ‘a 
| ings, both in local tribunals and be- | 


fore the appeals board in New York. 


In some quarters considerable fear | 


is expressed in connection with the 


| moving of this product as well as 

| features by the booking departments. 

| Among other things salesmen and 
beokers will have to be very careful 

| what they say, the attitude assumed 

|.and any representations-or promises 

| made that cannot be fulfilled. 

| 

| 


Attorneys are covering the vari- 


|ous exchanges to personally reduce. 


the consent to the words of the lay- 
man but understood that in some 
cases not as many questions are be- 
ing asked was hoped for, with 
result additional explanations might 
become necessary. 
20th-Fox’s Handbook 

Twentieth-Fox recently got out a 
handbook to its employes on sales 
and now Paramount is preparing a 


as 


special manual on the consent for 
the use of its personnel. It will 
prebably be ready for distribution 
in a week or two but meantime its 
contents are being withheld. When 
it got out its handbook, explaining 
what could be done and not done 
under the decree, 20th numbered 


each copy, made the recipients sign 


for it and advised it was confi- 
dential as well as subject to recall 
at any time. 

The other companies under the 


decree, Warners, Metro and RKO, 
will also probably get out manuals 
supplemental to meetings in the ex- 
changes and instructions that have 
already gone out, including that 
salesmen, bookers, etc., will be held 
accountable for their actions in line 
with the decree. 





Grace Moore 


| 
} 
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dropped about $4,000 $8,000 
gross. 

Friday (14), ‘Fidelio’ sold out at 
$15,500, showing a $3,000 profit. 

Saturday afternoon (15), ‘L’Amore 
Dei Tre Re’ grossed about $11,000 
with a loss of $2,000. 

Saturday evening (15), ‘Butterfly’ 
at a $4 top sold out to the doors, 
grossing $10,000, or a profit of $1,000. 

Monday (17), ‘Tristan und Isolde’ 
again sold out with $15,500, netting 
$3.000 as a profit. 

Tomorrow (Thurs.), Robert Weede, 
erstwhile baritone of the Radio City 


on an 


Music hall, makes his debut in the | 


title role of ‘Rigoletto,’ with the Met 
management expecting the biggest 
ballyhoo from the press and public 
since the advent of Fiagstad. Weede 
is considered the best of the younger 
crop of Americans, and the Met man- 
agement, while playing him down, 
expects him to be a bombshell to 
give the season its final push. 


: | tion. 
selling of shorts-newsreels and the | 


{the Renfro Valley 


Recently, in stories about WDAS 


small 
Philly outlet.’ Besides being a source 
of annoyance to us to be so relegated 
to the limbo it raises another ques- 
Should a station’s wattage be 
used as a criterion? 
which is the more powerful—WDAS 
with 250 watts covering 4,600,660 
persons or Station Blank out in the 
corn country with 5,000 watts and 
a potential audience of 750,000. 
Should a station be termed small be- 
cause there are other outlets 
same area with greater wattage but 
covering the same audience? 

We have always felt that in- 
dependent stations in urban areas 
suffer because too much emphasis is 
placed on wattage. An outlet is 
judged not by its potential audience, 
but by comparison with the wattage 
of other stations in the area. Would 
it not be a better plan to de-em- 
phasize wattage? Since publication 
of a station’s power is deceiving, 
could not some other plan be devised 
to classify a station. WDAS has 
never asked the FCC for more power 
since it feels that it covers a large 
adequately. Leading agencies 
place business with it, leading news- 
papers for tie-ins, its 
billings far exceed stations of much 
greater wattage—but why should a 
station be damned by mis- 


such a 
leading item as ‘a small station’ be- 


area 


use jt gross 


cause of nominal wattage It’s not 
only the problem of WDAS but any 
station in an urban center with 


adequate coverage but Jess electrical 
power. Shouldn’t there be a law? 


Jerry Stone, 
Station WDAS. 


Who’s Who in the Barns 
Louisville 
Editor, VARIETY: 


There is a slight misunderstand- 
ng on the story carried in your i 
sue of Feb 12th relative to the 
Renfro Valley Barn Dance Shov 
going on Mutual through WGRC. 
For your information, one of our 


4-4} ’ take yr 
stallion SltakKeniy 


gave 


Louisville 


employees mi 


information to your 


correspondent 


The show WGRC is feeding to 
Mutual is called ‘Rocky Road Folks 
from Rock Castle County’ and has 


no connection with the Renfro Val- 
ley Barn Dance under John Lair as 
produced over WLW or on NBC Red. 

The «program is originating 
a barn wavy down in the mountain 
district of Kentucky and the talent 
is composed of the ‘Mountain Rang- 
ers,’ a hillbilly trio, with girl singers 
and novelty interviews with back- 
county personalities. The format is 
entirely different from anything be- 
ing heard over WLW or NBC Red. 
In view of the difference between 
this show and the Renfro Valley 


Barn Dance, it would be appreciated | 


if you could carry a rewrite or re- 


traction of the errors in the previous | 


We understand 
Barn Dance con- 


story of Feb. llth 


In other words, | 


in the | 


‘audience by surprise, as Miss 


VARIETY you have an article headed, 
‘Detroit Fox’s Test on Solo Pictures.’ 
While the caption might be indi- 


| cative—it is going to be a test under 


decidedly adverse circumstances. It 
is not practical to run single features 
in a double-feature territory. If the 
picture does not do business, the 


| manager of the theatre is liable to 


say the pubiic insists on double- 
features. 

Am writing you this note, so that 
such an important question will not 
be judged detrimentally because of 
an unfair trial. 

Essaness Theatres Corp. 


(By Edwin Silverman). 











Hepburn 
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newly-pledged fraternity members 
were celebrating the occasion by at- 
tending the theatre. They sang col- 
lege songs before the performance 
and between the acts, but unlike 
other times in the past, were orderly 
during the show. 

Opening her curtain speech, Miss 
Hepburn remarked that it w ap- 
propriate that ‘The Philadelphia 
Story’ should give its final perform- 
ance in Philadelphia. She recalled 
that it was just one day short of two 


years ago that the Barry comedy 
opened its pre-Broadway engage- 
ment here and said that she had 
been nervous about her own per- 


formance in the leading part at that 
time However, she added 3arry, 
the Guild, everyone in the company 
and the audiences had all been very 
generous and helpful ‘an old 
Holiywood has-been.’ Speech ap- 
parently took the cast as well as the 
Hep- 


re- 


to 


not thu 


the 


has previously 
to applause at 


burn 
sponded 


' ASCAP Directors 


} 


irtain. 











from 


| bers for their 
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Porter, et al., but, instead, some 
lesser lights are on the board mem- 
bership. In justice to the situation, 
of course, men like Berlin in the past 
found they couldn’t devote their in- 


terests to the situation; not that they 
couldn’t be bothered, but because it 
really calls for much executive ap- 
plication. 

However, with much 
change in tact and thought has come 


to pass. 


this crisis, 


And since the board must be the 
vivid directing body, it will be no 


surprise if regular director's fees are 
instituted to compensate board mem- 
devction to duty. 

This is all part of the Tin Pan 
Alley thought that, like all crises, 
some good must come out of the 
strife. But first ASCAP must rid it- 
self of its involved legal tanglements, 
and most notably the consent decree 
battle with the Governmental au- 
thorities in Washington. 
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e A lot of successful theatre men who have been through the 





mill in good times and bad ... have arrived at this unwritten 
law that could easily be the keynote of any book on show- 


manship worthy of the name: 


e That unwritten law is this simple statement: KEEP SELLING 
... KEEP SELLING ... KEEP SELLING. And SELLING in the 
showman’s book means “advertising”. Paid advertising ... 
publicity ... exploitation and above all DISPLAY ADVERTIS- 
ING. In your lobby ... under your marquee... on your 


...screen...on your outdoor poster spots. 


e That naturally brings us to the Three Best Seat Sellers in this Industry ... Trailers 


by NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE... Lobby Displays by NATIONAL SCREEN 
| ACCESSORIES ... General Accessories by ADVERTISING ACCESSORIES, INC., 


.-.and then write your own book of showmanship] 


= SR aget eT 








NATIONAL Gc?” SERVICE * NATIONAL Gcveet ACCESSORIES 


; ADVERTISING ACCESSORIES, inc. 














